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Commander’s Message 
Cdr Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

   
As the major goal of my command this year, 
I have worked to encourage squadron 
members to try new things and move our 
squadron forward.  Dave Rice and Greg 
Arnold developed a new job classification as 
cruise coordinators to take some of the 
responsibility from the administrative 

officer.  The hope is that members will be willing to serve 
as admin officer because the job is more specialized and 
not as overwhelming.  While it is a work in progress, it has 
real potential to help get more people involved.  

 We have started the new USPS Jump Start 
program with the goal to enroll new members by giving 
them the opportunity to experience the friendliness of 
squadron members and learn about our classes and 
activities through on the water training.  We have a number 
of volunteers willing to be instructors as we start this 
program this summer.  We also added Paddleboard classes 
to the list of activities the squadron provides and several 
new members have helped aid our instructors in this new 
endeavor.   

We are rebuilding our website to make it more 
inviting to potential members and help current members 
navigate the site more easily.  So I think we have the 
foundations in place to keep our squadron moving forward. 

As the Commander’s last article of one’s term it is 
traditional to thank everyone for jobs well done.  This 
article will be no exception.  As I hope I have conveyed 
over the year, I feel it is so important to acknowledge those 
who have given their time and effort to help ASPS meet 
the needs of our members.  There is no compensation for 
all the time spent except the gratification that one has 
contributed to the betterment of the squadron.  In that 
regard, I must thank many under my department for their 
contributions, however large or small, as all add to our 
success. 

 First I must thank Margo Holmes for stepping in 
and filling the admin officer position near the end of last 
year.  Margo has held nearly every position in the squadron 
so becoming commander is a natural fit for her.   I 
appreciate all her help in organizing conferences as well as 
decorating for them and I know she will excel as 
commander.  Since I mentioned decorating, I must also 
thank Susan Harris for her style and grace as Margo’s 
cohort in décor.  Susan also had taken care of engraving 

trophies and organizing squadron operations training, no 
small tasks there either.  Thank you, Margo.  Thank you, 
Susan. 

 Steve Neumann stepped in as administrative 
officer and has been a gracious and quick learner in how to 
run his department.  It is not easy to step in to a position 
with little prior experience so I greatly appreciate his 
willingness to learn under fire, develop new ideas and run 
with them.  Thank you, Steve. 

 Tom Vielhaber is finishing his final year as SEO 
and has done a fabulous job organizing classes, obtaining 
instructors with very little arm-twisting, attending a 
multitude of classes, ordering books, filling out forms, 
helping obtain ODNR grants and everything else that goes 
with the job.  Because that wasn’t enough to do, he and 
Sandy hosted both the Vermilion and Battery Park 
rendezvous, as well.   Thank you, Tom. 

 Michael Busta stepped in as treasurer and our 
books have never been in such pristine and organized 
shape.  He has clarified expenditures in the books and 
gives immediate feedback when anyone has a question 
regarding squadron finances.  He, too, felt he needed to 
take on more responsibility and became Akron’s D7 
conference head of the spring conference.  It was an 
incredibly detailed responsibility and Michael fulfilled it 
with aplomb.  Akron turned in the largest profit D7 had 
ever had at a conference.  Thank you, Michael. 

 Barb Rudolph became secretary this past year 
and has done an outstanding job helping to keep the 
squadron organized and up to speed.  Having been 
secretary, I know it is a thankless job at times, but it is 
imperative to the good order of the squadron.  In that 
regard, Barb has ably kept notes, typed minutes, written 
letters and fulfilled whatever needed to be done to keep the 
squadron up and running.  Thank you, Barb. 

 Sandy Vielhaber volunteered to be chaplain for 
the past year and I appreciate the time she spent thinking of 
apropos prayers based on the season and circumstance of 
the squadron.  She also stepped in several times to relive 
her role as secretary when Barb was unable to attend a 
meeting.  Thank you, Sandy. 

 Our finance and planning committees consisted 
of Sue Arnold and Margo Holmes and I am thankful for 
their ability to analyze the books and develop the yearly 
financial budget.  Love these fellow math people!  Thank 
you, Sue and Margo. 

(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page1)  
George Bleyle acted as flag officer as well as greet-

er and keeper of the raffle.   He was the one to start the 
meetings and end them on a good note… a winner!  Thank 
you, George. 

 The commander always has aides who give ad-
vice and help get the commander through the pitfalls of the 
job.  I could always count on Greg Arnold, Craig Fraser, 
Brian Logan and Dave Rice to help when needed.  Thank 
you, All. 

 I never realized how big the job of merit mark 
coordinator was until I saw the list of merit mark honorees 
compiled by Mike Krebs.  The detail he included for each 
person receiving a mark was professionally written and rec-
orded to national.  I was very impressed.  Thank you, Mike. 

 Our squadron is blessed to have two ODNR grant 
administrators who are professional, organized, thorough 
and dedicated to helping our squadron obtain as much mon-
ey as possible.  While there are many who helped Linda 
and Syd Foster gather the necessary information (and I 
thank them all too!) the Fosters went to Columbus each 
year to be up to date on grant requirements and write the 
most thorough grant requests ODNR has seen.  They have 
helped us obtain well over $50,000 in grant money which 
all goes to make Ohioans safer on the water.   Thank you, 
Linda and Syd. 

 As the saying goes, last but not least I must thank 
Sue Henry for being our webmaster this year.  Sue is al-
ways willing to quickly get needed information on our web-
site and her knowledge and expertise have helped the 
squadron solve many a web problem.  Thank you, Sue. 

 Finally I must thank all of you for supporting me 
in leading our squadron this past year.  It sounds cliché, but 
it is meant from the heart.  It has been a privilege and honor 
to be your commander.  Thank you, All. 

13 Lt Pam Gifford P 
14  Kristin J Hunt  
15 Donald J Reljin S 
17 Mary T  Arnold  
17 Susan K Kingsbury  
19 Mia T Wilson  
21 Lt Walter L Moore AP 
23 Marie A McConnell S 
23 P/C James E Rudolph SN 
24 Jennifer L Myers 
27 Lt/C Michael J Busta AP 
27 Susan R Milne 

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 
 
 

Commander Cdr Lynne Allison Jones, SN 
(330) 644-5056 lajones@neo.rr.com 
 

Executive Officer Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
(330) 608-6731 margoholmes@att.net 
 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Steve Neumann, P 
(330) 620-5125 dockhopper711@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Educational Officer Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 
(330) 633-5291 tviel49@neo.rr.com  
 

Secretary Lt/C Barbara Rudolph, AP  
(330) 472-6087 psbrudolph@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 

(330) 664-0871 mjbusta@roadrunner.com 

 
Classes for the winter/spring 

season are about to begin.  
 
 

 America’s Boating Class 
 Engine Maintenance 
 Piloting 

 
 Open CPN Workshop 

 
Sign up on our website or contact an in-
structor.  
 
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/ 

mailto:lajones@neo.rr.com
mailto:tviel49@neo.rr.com
mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:mjbusta@roadrunner.com
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               Administrative Department 

       Lt/C Steve Neumann P 
  

   As I was walking along the corridor to 
the ASPS weather class last fall at Cuya-
hoga Falls H.S. with our good friend Jan 
Holmes, we were engaged in casual 
conversation. Jan was teaching the Sea-
manship class along with another good 
friend of all of ours, Tom Vielhaber in 

the room next to the room the weather class was in. He 
said, “Tonight we are covering the most important part of 
seamanship, in my opinion.” I looked at him quizzically and 
asked, “Well Jan, what is the most important part of sea-
manship, in your opinion?” I knew the answer to my ques-
tion but wanted to hear it from him anyway. “The rules of 
the road!” he said emphatically.  
      I agreed with him as I entered my class thinking to my-
self, I had taken and passed the USCG seamanship class 
and later passed the USPS seamanship class test after 
home study. I was feeling pretty confident I knew “the 
rules of the road” or properly, “COLREGS”, the internation-
al regulations for preventing collisions at sea published by 
The International Maritime Organization (IMO). I tested 
myself. I did the best I could to think of as many rules I 
could and I am embarrassed to say I could only recite a 
handful of them. Mostly the ones that we use every time 
we go out onto the water and deal with traffic, like “Who 
has the right of way in this situation?” Take a minute, stop 
reading here and think of as many of them as you can. 
How many are there? The answer is 38. Thirty-eight rules 
put there to save lives on the water.   
     I did some research and I found some very interesting 
information. Take some time and go to this web site: 
https://www.uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/
Recreational-Boating-Statistics-2016.pdf  
 

      It is a document published by the USCG regarding acci-
dent statistics for the year 2016. The number 1 contrib-
uting factor for boating accidents in 2016 was Operator 
Inattention. It was blamed for 597 accidents, 45 deaths 
and 373 injuries that year. Here is the link to a list of “the 
rules of the road” as published by the Maritime and Coast-
guard Agency: http://www.collisionregs.com/
MSN1781.pdf I’m sure anyone reading this that took the 
Seamanship class offered by ASPS will most likely remem-
ber rule #5, (lookout) 

-Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-
out by sight and hearing as well as by all available 
means appropriate in the prevailing circumstanc-
es and conditions so as to make a full appraisal of 
the situation and of the risk of collision.  

     The hard part of that rule (to me anyway) is the very 
first line. “At all times maintain a proper lookout.” I have 
several friends that have said that I could be easily dis-
tracted by “shiny things”, especially those that go in cir-
cles! I will plead the 5th on that. And now you know why I 
won’t go out on the water without my First Mate and con-
stant lookout, Lisa.  
     During this year I will be reviewing some of the 
COLREGS as time and space permits. I would like to en-
courage all of you to drop me a note at dockhop-
per711@gmail.com and let me know if there is any of the 
rules you would like me to review in particular or perhaps 
there is a particular subject you would like me to research 
and include in my article for the Scuttlebutt.  

     In conclusion, I would like to thank Cmdr. Lynne Allison 
Jones, SN for a past great year boating with ASPS. Your 
guidance, patience and true professionalism did not go 
unnoticed. You are an inspiration to all of us and thank you 
for all you have done for our organization. I am sure your 
continued support in future roles within ASPS will continue 
to be of the highest standards.  

Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/C Greg Arnold, JN & Lt Sue Arnold, AP 
P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN & Patricia A Ball, S 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Thomas J Carrino, AP & Virginia L Pfile 
Lt James Ehrman, AP & P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 
Lt Sid Foster, P and 1/Lt Linda Foster 
V/C Craig D Fraser, SN & D/1/Lt Liana F Mihalca, SN 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 

P/C Jan Holmes, SN  & Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
Cdr Lynne Allison Jones, SN &  Martin Jones 
1/Lt Mike Krebs, JN and Lois Tennant 
Andy Leffler, P & Barbie Leffler, P 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Dave Rice, SN & Lt Joy Rice, AP 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP & P/Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, JN 
Thank you for your support! 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2017 

https://www.uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/Recreational-Boating-Statistics-2016.pdf
https://www.uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/Recreational-Boating-Statistics-2016.pdf
http://www.collisionregs.com/MSN1781.pdf
http://www.collisionregs.com/MSN1781.pdf
mailto:dockhopper711@gmail.com
mailto:dockhopper711@gmail.com
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Educational Department 

Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 
 

With the cold and snowy winter we are  
experiencing this year, you may have found 
yourself suffering from “cabin fever” to 
some degree. Well, I have a remedy that will 
surely help you fight the miserable symp-
toms! Come to a Boaters’ Workshop and 

remind yourself that boating season will indeed come again 
soon. The first workshop will be held at the Legion Hall on 
Monday, 12 February. 1st Lt Mike Krebs, JN will moderate 
a discussion on Open CPN, a free computer program for 
charting and navigation.  
On Monday, 05 March, Lt. Bob Mosey, S will present  
Using and Maintaining your Boat Trailer.  Bob has been 
trailering boats for many years, and is very knowledgeable 
when it comes to maintaining and safely using your boat 
trailer. The third workshop, Operating your VHF Radio, led 
by P/D/C Brian M Logan, SN will take place on Monday,  
9 April.  
 
The Legion Hall at 7:00 PM will be the setting for all three 
workshops, at a cost of $5 for members and $10 for non-
members.  As always, refreshments are available for pur-
chase. Come and meet with friends, learn something, share 
your knowledge, and start looking forward to boating. 
 
Congratulations are in order for our four new JNs and their 
instructors, P/C Richard M Klespies, SN and P/C Martin W 
Beech, SN.  Passing JN with flying colors after much ap-
prehension, anxiety, and hard work are Richard 
McCandless, JN, John Schlaeppi, JN, Lt Rick Taylor, JN, 
and P/LtC Sandra P Vielhaber, JN. All four students gave 
Dick and Marty high praise for their encouragement. 
 
Finally, I want to welcome the newly elected squadron edu-
cation officer, Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN.  He has been an 
ABC and Weather instructor for quite some time. Chip’s 
background in education should allow our programs to ad-
vance in areas that are beyond my technical expertise. I am 
looking forward to being Chip’s assistant. 
 
It has been my privilege to serve as SEO for the past three 
years. Thanks for the memories. 
 
 

      
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   Secretary Department 

   Lt/C Barb Rodulph, AP 
 

Now that the holidays are over it’s time to look 

forward to the next boating season.  Seems odd 

to say that so early in the year but this is the time 

we start, even though you may not realize it.  

ASPS started the year by updating the roster for 

the new edition that will be out at the Change of 

Watch.  This allows us to stay in touch through-

out the boating season.  Speaking of the Change of Watch, many 

are preparing for that as well and lining up new departments.  

Last article I asked if anyone was interested in helping, there’s 

still time.  We are always looking for volunteers.  If you would like 

to learn about open opportunities, just ask.   

The first of the year also brings the boat shows to a convention 

center near you.  Many of us participate in the Cleveland Boat 

show, or maybe just attend for the fun of it. The Cleveland Boat 

Show is a great place to meet up with friends, not only from the 

squadron but others from your marina or your neighborhood.  

Not just boaters go to look at all the new boats.  This year we 

decided to getaway for the weekend and headed to the Cincin-

nati Boat and Travel Show at the Duke Energy Convention Cen-

ter.  We stayed in downtown Cincinnati, just a few blocks from 

the show and enjoyed some of the eating establishments Cincin-

nati has to offer.   We found Taste of Belgium for brunch that 

was featured on Food Network’s Diners, Drive-ins and Dives.  The 

food was just as good as Guy said it was.  The weather was not 

as cooperative as we would have liked but that’s what you get in 

Ohio in January.  At the show, it was interesting to see the differ-

ence between the two cities, and the types of boats that are pop-

ular on the river.  At the Cincinnati Show there were mostly fish-

ing boats and open bows, not a sailboat to be found, and only 

one cruiser, there was a house boat that could be toured, kayaks 

and jet skis and many travel options.  It seems Norris Lake 

(Tennessee) is the popular spot for those in Southern Ohio and 

Northern Kentucky. Overall, it was a fun getaway.  The Detroit 

Boat Show is only a couple of hours away and there’s plenty of 

other entertainment nearby to make it a winter weekend away.  

The show is held February 17th through the 25th at the Cabo 

Center in Detroit.   If you want to stay a little closer to home, for 

the second year, Akron will host a boat show at the John S. 

Knight Center the first weekend in March.  ASPS will hold a boat 

show dinner the Saturday evening of the Akron Boat Show at 

Lockview, just a couple of blocks from the Knight Center.  If you 

didn’t make it to the Cleveland Boat Show, you still have time. It’s 

a fun way to start thinking about the upcoming season and may-

be even find a new toy, or maybe one big one. 

Remember if you hear of a member that may need a little sun-

shine, please let me know.   

4 
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You are cordially invited to Akron Sail & Power Squadron’s  
79th Change of Watch 

 
February 17th, 2018 

 
 

Rustic Hills Country Club  

5399 River Styx Rd. Medina, Ohio 
Cocktails: 1800 Dinner: 1900 

Menu Choices: $25.00 

 

 
Chicken Piccata 

Served with a lemon cream sauce with capers, Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
& Green Beans Almondine 

or 

Flank Steak 
Served with Onion Demi Glaze, Garlic Mashed Potatoes 

& Green Beans Almondine 

or 

Grilled Salmon 
Served with Citrus Chive Beurre Blanc, Garlic Mashed Potatoes 

& Green Beans Almondine 
 

All dinners will include: 
Club Gourmet Salad, Freshly Baked Rolls & Butter Rosettes 

Fresh Brewed Coffee – Tea – Iced Tea – Soda 

Cash Bar 

Following Change of Watch – DJ Entertainment 
 

Uniform A with bow tie or appropriate attire 

Reserve at www.akronpowersquadron.com; pay by PayPal 

or mail check made out to ASPS to: 
Rick Taylor, 8266 Kewsick Court Circle NW, Massillon, Oh 44646 

 

Please respond before February 6, 2018 

http://www.akronpowersquadron.com/
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      Weems & Plath, the manufacturer of fine nautical safety and navigation products since 1928, to-
day announced that it has signed an exclusive agreement to manufacture and distribute PanPan’s  
CrewWatcher Overboard System.  Visit the CrewWatcher website at https://crewwatcher.com. 
     CrewWatcher is a revolutionary, app-based crew overboard alarm system that is the fastest way to 
rescue a person who is overboard.  The system works like a virtual lifeline and is made up of two com-
ponents: a smartphone application and a small beacon that can be comfortably worn by each crew. 
The beacon does not require complex manual activation. The alarm will trigger automatically in a Man 
Overboard (MOB) event. Should someone go overboard, it will auto-
matically sound an alarm, provide lat/long coordinates of the MOB 
event, the time of the event, and will visually guide the rescuer.  
 
Unique CrewWatcher Features Include:  
 • FREE App operates on most smart phones or tablets &  
 is easy to use  
 • No cell service required  
 • Automatically updates with new features (both App & beacon) 
 
Don't forget the 23% USPS discount ! 

*New Feature*  Boating Tips from Tidewater Tillie 

February 1 Meeting  - Reporting Requirements for US boats returning from Canada  
 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers will deliver a presentation on the reporting require-
ments for pleasure boaters arriving from Canada.  They will cover the various trusted traveler pro-
grams available, and will conduct a question and answer session.  They will also be able to issue 
Canadian Border Boat Landing Permits (CBP Form I-68) to those who would like to purchase 
these permits. 
The Canadian Border Boat Landing Permit (I-68) is issued for one year, and allows a recreational 
boater to return from Canada to any port in the US, by merely reporting in by phone to CBP.   
 
Those wishing to obtain I-68s must bring the following to the meeting: 
1 - Three  color passport-size photographs (approximately 2 inch x 2 inch) of head and shoulders.   
2 - A passport, passport card, or other Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative approved travel docu-
ment.  Children under age 16 may present a copy of their birth certificate.   
3 - Boaters should also bring their boat registration paperwork – State Registration or US Docu-
mentation number.  They must also know vessel details - power or sail, length, hull colors, vessel 
name (if any), and docking location (marina, etc.).  
Cost for an I-68 is $16 for an individual and $32 for a family.  Cash or personal checks are accept-
ed.  A driver’s license must be provided if paying by check.  Children under the age of 14 will be 
listed on their parent’s I-68.  All those age 14 years and older will be issued their own I-68 
form.  Dependent children over the age of 21 will need to purchase their own individual I-68.  
The following link to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection website has information for pleasure 

boaters:    https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers 

https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers
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Friday, 6 April 2018  
 

1200 TO 1800 Hours      Registration & Room Check in   
1900 Hours - The Party Starts:    Ice Breaker & Meet & Greet 
    Live Band and Buffet Dinner & Cash Bar 
2130 Hours - The Party Continues - Hospitality Rooms    

Saturday, 7 April 2018 
 

700 Hours   Breakfast on your own  
800 Hours       Bridge Officers Meetings 
                        Past District Commanders Breakfast  
900 Hours     Breakout Sessions       
1030 Hours     Breakout Session  
1200 Hours      Lunch & Keynote Speaker 
1400 Hours   District 7 Business Meeting  
1800 Hours     Social Hour with Cocktails/ Hor D’oeuvres 
 
1900 Hours      Dinner and Change of Watch  
2130 Hours      Hospitality Rooms  

Sunday, 8 April  2018 
 

800 Hours      Breakfast on your own 
900 Hours   D7 Bridge Officers & Commanders Meeting  
1100 Hours    Depart for home  

2018 SPRING 
CONFERENCE 

HOSTED BY  
BEREA SAIL & 

POWER  
SQUADRON 

 

“Celebrating our Past 
and Propelling D7 into 

the Future” 
 

 
Akron was among 
six Squadrons  
honored at the 
USPS National 
Meeting last fall in 
Dallas for our 
“Summer of  
Membership.”   
Our award was this 
6’ high banner, 
which we can use at 
Boat Shows and 
other events  
 
 
 

March Meeting Program –  
Highlights of Akron’s 2017 “Ten Day 

Cruise” 
 

Last summer, twelve boats took an inaugural “10 Day 
Cruise” up the Detroit River to Lake St Clair’s Metro-
parks Marina, a distance of nearly 200 miles.  Join us 
while George Bleyle, Lisa Thompson, Dave Rice, and 
other cruisers share their stories and pictures of the 
trip! 
 
They will be speaking following our meeting, at the 
American Legion Hall, 1601 Front St, Cuyahoga 
Falls, 7:30. 
 
Upcoming programs include the April 5 Dinner Meet-
ing (“Trailer Boat Cruising – Lake Superior”) and our 
May 3 Rendezvous meeting, where we will discuss all 
summer rendezvous. 
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   2018 SPRING CONFERENCE HOSTED BY BEREA SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
“Celebrating our Past and Propelling D7 into the Future” 

 
Registration for D7 Spring Conference – 6, 7, 8 April 2018 – Crowne Plaza Hotel & Resort, Independence, Ohio 
 
Rank/Name ____________________________Grade______ Guest _________________________Grade ________ 
 
Address _______________________________City ____________________________State ______Zip __________ 
 
Squadron ________________________ Phone ________________Email __________________________________ 
 
    Is this your first conference?      Yes         No  
 
Event         Number Attending          Cost    Total       
 
Friday Night Party    
    Includes Buffet and Entertainment       _________          $10.00  _________ 
 
Saturday Lunch Selections  
 Roast Beef Bistro             ________        $22.00  _________ 

Shaved Roast Beef with Bistro Sauce on Marble Rye bread with Lettuce, Tomato and Baby Swiss Cheese, 
Amish Potato Salad, fresh fruit and homemade cookies.     

Grilled Veggie Wrap         ________         $22.00   ________ 
  Fresh Zucchini, Yellow Squash, Sweep Peppers & Red Onions with melted Mozzarella Cheese and Honey  
  Mustard Dressing in a Grilled Spinach Tortilla, Amish Potato Salad, fresh fruit and homemade cookies.    

Chicken Salad Croissant       _________         $22.00   ________ 
 

 
 
Saturday Dinner Selections    
 Sliced Bistro Tender       ________         $45.00    ________ 
  Tender Roast Beef topped with Burgundy Demi-Glace, whipped potatoes, house salad, rolls, vegetable, and  

   Strawberry Cheesecake or Chocolate Mousse for dessert. 

  Raspberry Stuffed Chicken       ________          $42.00   ________ 
  Almond Encrusted Chicken Breast stuffed with Fresh Raspberries and brie cheese, whipped potatoes,  
  house salad, rolls, vegetables and Strawberry Cheesecake or Chocolate Mousse for dessert.    

  Vegetable Puff Pastry           ________              $42.00   ________ 
 

 
 
Registration fee*                   ________            $10.00   ________ 
*(Required for each person attending one day or weekend) 

 
           Total Enclosed            $________  

Grilled and Roasted vegetables in a cream sauce topped with a puff pastry, whipped potatoes, house salad,  
rolls, vegetables and Strawberry Cheesecake or Chocolate Mousse for dessert.    

Chicken Salad made with Walnuts and Apples on a Jumbo Croissant, Amish Potato Salad, fresh fruit and  
homemade cookies.    

REGISTRATION DETAILS 
 

Make checks payable to Berea Sail & Power Squadron and mail with this form by March 20, 2018 to:  Commander Kath-
leen Barber, AP, 439 Cranston Drive, Berea, OH  44017. 
 
Questions to P/C Larry Spraggins, AP at 330-467-1323 or 330-840-4450 or Biglar43@aol.com  
 
Hotel:   Crowne Plaza Hotel & Resort, 5300 Rockside Road (I-77 & Rockside Road), Independence Ohio.   Rooms:  Dead-
line for reservations is March 20, 2018 to get the Conference Room rate.  Call 1-866-840-0582 and give them the group 
code: USP      Rooms are $92.00 / plus tax.  
 
Hospitality Room:   To reserve a Hospitality Room, please contact Larry Spraggins.   Rooms are $75/night.   

mailto:Biglar43@aol.com
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Scuttlebutt First Annual Photography Contest 
(why should D7 have all the fun?) 

 

Submit and title your photos taken during the 2017 boating season 

To my email: sophie3019@yahoo.com 
(please label as ASPS Photo Contest) 

 

Anonymous judging by Professional Photographer Jeffrey Neumann 

 
Winning photos will be published in March. 

 

Prizes (other than bragging rights) TBD 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF USPS BOATING DEMOGRAPHICS - “AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB” 

 
Current USPS Members: Most USPS members are Baby Boomers or older. The average age of all members is 
64. (Akron average is around 60.)  This traditional membership group joined USPS for education, public ser-
vice, and camaraderie. They typically do not mind classroom environments and enjoy the social interaction. 
Many of this group are, or were, interested in all forms of boating, and our educational advancement track em-
phasized seamanship, piloting, and navigation typically associated with cruising. Many are no longer boating. 
 
Today’s Boating Public: There is more diversity in their boating activities, as well as ethnically. A wider 
range of boaters exist that we may want to pursue as members. While their interests include the same as the 
historical membership, there is a broader interest in fishing, water skiing, and other water sports. 
 
Many have smaller boats, often less than 26 ft, and on a trailer. Many boat on rivers and lakes and are not in-
terested in learning piloting and navigation. Instead, they enjoy water sports, fishing, and hunting.  Classes 
like “Weather” and “Engine Maintenance” may appeal to them more. Today’s boaters fit in boating in their 
lifestyle, but it may not be a primary focus. They have busy lives, and often have kids at home. Some do have 
mid-sized boats and go out in navigable waters, but the number of these folks in the younger generations is 
less than in the baby-boomer and older generation. That may change over time, but there is no guarantee that 
smaller boaters upsize later on. We must reach them where they are currently.  
 
Taking a look in more detail, the growth group may be described as two subsets: The Outdoor Enthusiast and 
the Sociable Adventurers. There are many similar traits; even the average age is not very different. However, 
their interest and motivation do differ somewhat.   
 
Summary:  We are a boating organization first and foremost. We support our members with interesting learn-
ing experiences. But we also offer a full range of activities and social events that appeal to boaters.  In short, 
“we boat together, learn together, and help each other and the boating community”. This is identical to our 
triad of education, fraternity, and civic service, but with more modern language and a more direct statement of 
the benefits of our organization. Additionally, we are a welcoming and inclusive organization. We want every-
one to feel comfortable. 
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