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  You are cordially invited to  

Akron Sail & Power Squadron's 80th Change of Watch  

16 February 2019 

Silver Lake Country Club 1325 Graham Road Silver Lake, Ohio 

Cash Bar Cocktails:  1800    Dinner:  1900 

 

Menu Choices: 

 
Roasted Pepper Risotto with Wild Mushrooms      with Toasted Pine Nuts & Crispy Onions            25.00                                                                              

Silver Lake's Signature Pecan Panko Breaded Chicken      with Dijon-Maple Sauce                           25.00                                             

Strip Steak Diane         with Peppered-Dijon Brandy Sauce                                       30.00                                                                                    

Oven Roasted Salmon Filet      with Citrus-Herb Vinaigrette Sauce                                                       25.00 

All entrees include Herb Roasted Red Skin Potatoes & Broccolini 
Club gourmet salad, freshly baked rolls and butter rosettes 

Fresh brewed Coffee - Tea - Iced Tea – Soda 
 

 

 

Uniform A with bow tie or appropriate attire 
Reserve HERE and pay by PayPal 

or mail check made out to ASPS to: 
Rick Taylor, 8266 Keswick Court Circle NW, Massillon, Oh 44646 

United States Power Squadrons
®

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1690/80th-change-of-watch/
http://www.clubcorp.com/Clubs/Silver-Lake-Country-Club
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Commander 
Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 

 
 

 
 

Winter in Ohio can be quite 
long and depressing with 
the only water we are deal-
ing with coming down from 
the sky as liquid, or even 
worse, frozen. When all of 

your outside interests are tied to one season – 
warm – and most of our time in Northeast 
Ohio is cold, we spend a lot of time dreaming 
of sunshine and clear Lake Erie water. At least 
the Mid-America Boat Show in Cleveland has 
given us a boat mini break to help tide us over 
until spring.  

P/C Jan and I will be attending the Na-
tional meeting in Orlando in February and 
meeting up with former Akron friends Cdr. 
Doug Thomas, SN and his wife P/Lt/C Mary 
Jane, AP. They naturally have become very 
active in their North Strand, SC squadron and 
are still enjoying the live aboard life style. I 
will be honored to accept the life member 
awards for P/C Robert Summers, P and Don-
ald Reljin, S. That 25 years can speed quickly 
by if you are working on projects you love, 
with your closest friends. We have had so 
much fun at past D7 conferences with Court 
Jester Bob. Don has continued to make our 
waters safer with his many VSC inspections. 
And he was able to tour some pretty cool 
boats while doing it. Good Job, Guys! 

It has been my pleasure and extreme 
honor to have served as your commander this 
past year. We have a great group of people in 
Akron and I value each of your friendships. 
The squadron has been such a large part of the 
Holmes’ life for over 30 years and I have been 
proud to carry on the traditions while being 
dragged into this current century.  

Some special thanks: Lt Richard 
McCandless, JN for assuming and expanding 
the ships store position. F/Lt George Bleyle, N 
is always there to greet you, and Lt Jim Pao-

lucci, P starts the meetings with a prayerful 
thought. P/Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP makes 
sure you have supper and Lt Mike Krebs, JN 
who turns in your merit mark to give credit for 
those efforts. Lt Sue Henry keeps up the 
events calendar and other important updates 
on the website while P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
makes sure the internet world knows what Ak-
ron is doing. Scuttlebutt Editor Lt Lisa 
Thompson, P with her mailing staff of Lt Pam 
Gifford, P; P/Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, JN; and 
D/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P keeps all of 
you informed and up-to-date. Janice also has 
the daunting job of roster editor and Sandy al-
so updates our DB2000 information. These are 
just a few of the mostly behind the scenes jobs 
which make Akron the success you enjoy. 
THANKS! 

I turn over the hammer (I do like 
pounding that gavel) to our new commander, 
Lt/C Steve Neumann, AP at the Change of 
Watch on 16 February. I am confident that he 
and his new bridge of Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP 
and Lt Lisa Thompson, P will continue to 
maintain ASPS and USPS’s best interests. Our 
education department with Lt/C Chip Ingram, 
JN has his multi-year plan in place with a 
lineup of qualified instructors ready to meet 
the challenge. Our secretary Lt/C Barb Ru-
dolph, AP is in the middle of her 3 year term 
and she has some long serving committee 
members to help her. 1st Lt Linda Foster has 
been handling the grant finances for many 
years and she has already stepped into the 
treasurer’s position with some new ideas to 
bring ASPS into today’s technology. Thank 
you Lt/C Michael Busta, AP for your 4 years 
of dedicated service maintaining Akron’s fi-
nancial security. We (all of the members of 
Akron Sail and Power Squadron) salute each 
of you and pledge to give you cooperation and 
any help we are able. 

Thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart. It’s been a GREAT year! 
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Akron Boat Show Dinner - Saturday 2 March 6:30  

 
Crave Akron  
( a short walk from the  
John S Knight Center)  
Sign Up Here 

 

Sign up to work at the  

2019 Akron Boat & Water Show  
at the John S Knight Center Auditorium: 

 
 Friday, March 1 . . . . . . . Noon – 9 pm 

 Saturday, March 2 . . . . 10 am – 9 pm 

 Sunday, March 3 . . . . . . 10 am – 6 pm 

 

 

Worker Schedule: 
 

 Friday    12 to 3   3 to 6         or   6 to 9 

 Saturday  10 to 1   1 to 4   4 to 7   or 7 to 9 

 Sunday  11 to 2   2 to 5   3 to 6 
 

Register to work a 3 hour shift on the 

website HERE or email me -  

sophie3019@yahoo.com (label Boat 

Show) 
 

There are two parking decks near the 

Knight Center.   

Parking is FREE in all City of Akron 

decks on Fridays after 6pm,  

Saturdays and Sundays. 

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1694/akron-boat-show-dinner-2019/
https://www.eatdrinkcrave.com/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/akron-boat-show-2019-volunteers-needed/
https://www.johnsknightcenter.org/
http://akronboatshow.com/
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 Executive Officer 
Lt /C Steve Neumann 

 

    Akron Sail and Power 
Squadron membership in-
cludes many benefits as you 

all know. One of the benefits 
is your annual subscription 

to The Ensign Magazine which is the official 

publication of The United States Power 
Squadrons, launched in 1914 and delivered 
to our doors quarterly.  To be perfectly hon-

est, I have several magazine subscriptions 
and with work, school, life and general non-

sense I don’t often get the time to read them 
all.  I do however make the time to read The 
Ensign magazine, it is a very well put to-

gether publication.  

There are articles about general safety and 
very interesting pieces about boating in ex-
citing places all over the globe. There are ar-

ticles about new boating gear, books you 
can get and boating tips to make life on the 
water more pleasurable. The Winter 2019 

issue features an article from Akron’s own 
V/C Craig D. Frasier SN. Called “The Winds 

of Change”. It’s a very good commentary 

about the changes in the education depart-
ment. You will also find other articles de-
scribing how the squadron is moving for-

ward with all things that have to do with 
making boating even more enjoyable with 
technological advances.  

At the local level we too are moving forward 
with the new brand for USPS, classes and 
just rethinking the way we do things to pro-

vide a better experience for each and every 

one of us. Just earlier this winter during a 
winter storm, Commander Margo Holmes, 

AP conducted an executive committee meet-
ing via video conference. To the best of my 
knowledge that was a first for us. Moving 

into the 80th year for Akron Sail and Power 
Squadron I anticipate many new ideas and 
thoughts regarding how we operate.  

I ask each and every one of you that if you 

have a thought on how we could improve 
anything down to the smallest detail, please 

mention it to me or anyone else on the 
bridge. We are a team, which means Togeth-
er Everyone Accomplishes More. Let’s con-

tinue to work together to pave the path for 
many ASPS generations to come. Let’s have 
another wonderful year as an organization 

and another fantastic year boating safely. 

Editor’s Note:  

You too could have an article published in this 

very newsletter. Submit your story or nautical tip 

to sophie3019@yahoo.com labeled Scuttlebutt. 

ASPS Bridge Officers 
 
 

Commander Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
(330) 644-5056 margoholmes@att.net 
 

Executive Officer Lt/C Steve Neumann, P 
(330) 608-6731 dockhopper711@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP 
(330) 620-5125 kevinmiller@akronpowersquadron.com  
 
 

Educational Officer Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
(330) 633-5291 aingram@kent.edu  
 

Secretary Lt/C Barbara Rudolph, AP  
(330) 472-6087 psbrudolph@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Lt/C Linda Foster 
(330) 472-5607 lindafoster732@gmail.com 

mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:lindafoster732@gmail.com
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I hope that everyone is enjoying the “non-boating” season. Our family was lucky enough to enjoy some 
sailing in warmer climes in December and we’re still enjoying the memories of the warm water and weath-
er. Unfortunately, outside winter is trying to erase those memories. 
  
No worries, I’m inside working and doing some dreaming about next summer. Dave Rice just sent out the 
itinerary for next year’s 10 Day Cruise rendezvous and it looks great.  The nice thing is that if you’re still 
working (like me), you can do a bit of picking and choosing of ports to visit. This time you don’t need to do 

the whole 10 days if you don’t have the vacation / time or don’t want to travel the full distance. Thanks to Dave, Tom, 
Jan, and Cliff for pulling that together, looks like a winner! 
 
I think we have a good calendar of activities put together for this year including some winter time activities that allow us 
to get together sooner rather than wait until next summer. I hope you will look over the calendar and join us for some 
training, socializing, and good old fun.  
Back to cold weather (and water). I know that there aren’t many of us venturing out on the water in this weather but, in 
spring there is always a chance that we will be out when the water is still a bit cold. The BoatUS Foundation has an in-
teresting series of articles on the web about surviving if you find yourself in cold water. I’ve reprinted one below. 
 
Cold Water Boating 
 
Boating in cold weather can be exhilarating, but it also puts you at risk of falling into dangerously cold waters. Even boat-
ing in warm weather can be dangerous if the water is much colder than the air. 
 
Be Prepared 
 
As a general rule, if the air and water temperature added together equal less than 100 degrees Fahrenheit you should 
take the following steps: 
Wear a properly fitted life jacket. There are even special life jackets that have extra insulation to double as an additional 
warm layer. This could save your life! 

Speaking of layers, dress for the water temperature not the air temperature. Having lots of layers on, including a hat will 
help you survive if you do end up in the water. The first layer should be a synthetic fabric which will keep cool water 
away from your skin. Cotton keeps cool water close to the skin and should be avoided as the first layer.  

Bring extra clothes in a dry bag and keep them on the boat just in case someone in your party gets wet. Energy bars 
and a thermos of a warm beverage is also a welcomed accessory. 

Read More About This Topic 
Page 2: Hypothermia - The Four Stages of Cold Water Immersion 
Page 3: While Waiting for Help to Arrive - H.E.L.P. 
Page 4: Cold Water Boating Infographic 
 

Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN & Patricia A Ball, S 
P/C Marty Beech, SN 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Thomas J Carrino, AP & Virginia L Pfile, P 
Lt Sid Foster, P and Lt Linda Foster 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 

P/C Jan Holmes, SN  & Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
Andy Leffler, P & Lt Barbie Leffler, P 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Tom McFate, AP 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
Wilson Family 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2018 - 19 

Administrative  Officer 
Lt /C Kevin Miller, AP 

https://www.boatus.org/life-jackets/infographic/
https://www.boatus.org/cold-water-boating/hypothermia/
https://www.boatus.org/cold-water-boating/help/
https://www.boatus.org/cold-water-boating/infographic/
https://www.boatus.com/
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2019 Schedule of Events 
 

Date    Activities 
January 3   Annual Meeting – Elections.   Program - “Jump Start” 
January 17-21  Cleveland Boat Show – IX Center 
January 19 IX   Boat Show Dinner – Berea Depot Tavern 
February 7  General Meeting – Program - “75th Anniversary Video” 
February 16  Change of Watch – Silver Lake Country Club, Silver Lake 
 March 1-3          Akron Boat Show – John Knight Center 
 March 2          Akron Boat Show Dinner – Crave, Akron 
 March 7          General Meeting - “Ten Day Cruise 2018 Presentation” 
April 4    Dinner Meeting– Spaghetti Warehouse 
 April 5-7          D 7 Spring Conference – Independence 
April 27   Civic Service Project - William Mather cleaning 
May 2    General Meeting, Program:  “Rendezvous Preview” 
May 16    Steak Fry – Lion’s Park 
May 18-24   National Safe Boating Week 
June 6    General Meeting - program TBD 
June 7-9   PIB Rendezvous 
June 21   Trailer Boat Cruisin’ and Dinner-Portage Lakes 
July 12-21   Vermillion Rendezvous and 10 Day. Sandusky to Geneva on the Lake 
July 21    Jet Ski Rendezvous - Sandusky Bay / River 
July 28-TBD  Joint Rendezvous with AYC at Portage Lakes 
August 1   General Meeting - program TBD 
August 3   District Rendezvous Cruise on Goodtime III 
August 24   Corn Roast – Sandusky, Battery Park 
September 5  Dinner Meeting, Location TBD Program TBD 
September 13-15 Port Clinton Rendezvous 
October 3   General Meeting - Educational Recognition 
Nov 1-3   D 7 Fall Conference Independence, Oh 
November 7  General Meeting – program TBD 
December 5  General Meeting – Christmas Cookie Exchange 
December 28  Holiday Dinner – TBD 
Jan 9, 2020  Annual Meeting – Elections 
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2019 Schedule of Classes 

 
 Classes        
 Junior Navigation (Starts 2/5) 
 Piloting (Starts 2/12)          
 Cruising and Cruise Planning (Starts 3/6)  
 Seamanship (Fall 2019)  
 Boat Handling (Fall 2019)             
 Junior Navigation (Continues in Fall 2019) 
 Sail (Fall 2019)   
 Marine Communication Systems (Fall 2019)                          
 Weather (Fall 2019)  
 

 Workshops 
 Workshop (2/4) ROAM Program 
 Workshop (3/4) CPR 
 Workshop (4/1) Weather Aops 
 
 Kayak / Paddle board 
 June and July at Springfield Lake and Portage Lakes 
 
 America’s Boating Course 
 We will offer five beginning boating classes, “America’s Boating Course,” at the  
 following locations and starting  dates.  This is a class designed for the new or 
 beginning boat owner.  Classes run 6, 7, or 8 weeks long. 
 

  Wednesday February 6 - Copley High School, 7-9 PM 
          Wednesday February 13 - Ravenna Marine, 6:30-8:30 PM 
  Tuesday February 19 - Cuyahoga Falls High School, 7-9 PM 
  Tuesday March 5 - Hudson High School, 7-9 PM 
  Monday March 11 - Portage Lakes Library, 5:30-7:30 PM  

 

Registration and more information at http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/abc/  

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/abc/
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     It’s time to start your winter and 
spring educational activities. Which  
one(s) are you going to take? The mem-
ber courses include Marine Navigation 
(Piloting), Offshore Navigation (Junior 
Navigation), and Cruising and Cruise 
Planning. If you are just getting started, 
then Piloting is the best follow-up to 

Seamanship (but if you haven’t done Seamanship yet, 
you can still take Piloting). Perhaps you are new 
graduate of Advanced Piloting, so the Junior Naviga-
tion is the logical next step. Or, looking ahead to the 
2019 boating season, Cruise Planning might be just 
what you need to get you ready to take your boat 
around the lakes or around on the Great Loop.  
  If you have taken all or most of the member courses, 
then you still have the opportunity to take the ASPS 
workshops. We are planning three coming up: Febru-
ary 4, we plan to discuss the ROAM program for 
traveling across the lake to Canada and back. We’ll 
find out whether it really makes things easier and 
how to do it right. March 4, we hope to have a basic 
CPR/AED course. This will require some online 
learning to prepare, so we’ll let you know more about 
it as soon as possible. Finally, on April 1, we will 
look at various weather apps useful for boating (and 
give a little promotion for the USPS Weather course 
in the fall). Outside of the workshop structure, we are 
looking to have a more extensive wilderness first aid 
course in April and May. The CPR workshop will be 
a prerequisite for that, so keep it mind.  
 
     So, from now until May, there are plenty of oppor-
tunities for you to Take one in ’19 (and tell your 
friends and relations, too!). 
 

Let’s Go Cruising 
  
 Now is the 
perfect time to 
plan for your 
summer cruises 
and Cruising and 
Cruise Planning 
is the best way to prepare for an outstanding 
summer. Even if your long term cruising 
plans are in the far off future, this is a great 
way to keep your dreams alive. 

We have all the info you need to con-
struct and execute your boating adventure. 
Not only that, but you will meet and hear 

from three couples who have already done 
what you wish to do. They will share where 
they went, and what preparations they made 
to make it happen. They will be happy to an-
swer any questions you have about their expe-

riences. You will hear about cruising the Ba-
hamas; the Trent Severn Waterway in Ontar-
io, Canada; and the Thousand Islands of the 
St Lawrence River. So you see, we definitely 
have the information you will need. You may 

register on line at ASPS website HERE call 
Jan Holmes at 330-256-0267, or Dave Rice at 
330-819-4993. Come join us for a pleasant 
way to spending a winter’s evening. The class 
will be held at Cuyahoga Falls High School 

starting on March 13th at 7 until 9pm in a 
room TBD for a 10 week period.    

Education Officer 
Lt /C Chip Ingram, SN 

Operations Training  

     Learn about how our squadron works in this short 3 hour FREE class. An excel-

lent opportunity for those currently on the bridge, could be in the future or for those 

newer members who would just like a better understanding of the squadron. Food 

will be available. 

     This class will be taught by P/C Susan Harris at the home of Commander Margo 
Holmes. Register Here. 

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1692/cruising-and-cruise-planning-copy/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1695/operations-training/
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     As I’m writing this, we have snow on 
the ground, normal for NE Ohio, not a 
big deal, but this year’s weather has been 
a little abnormal.  In the fall, the oak trees 
were dropping the acorns as fast and furi-
ously as I’ve ever seen.  We’d sweep up 
a big pile and the next day there would be 
just as many.  This was a sure sign of a 

very snowy winter because the trees produced enough 
food to keep the squirrels fed all winter.  In Ver-
million, the Woollybears make their annual ap-
pearance and according to weather lore, the more 
the rusty orange color, the lighter the snow.  The 
woollybears were very orange this year so little 
snow fall.   Wait, that doesn’t make sense.  The 
prediction are conflicted.  Let’s go the Farmer’s 
Almanac, which is a trusted source, right?  Ac-
cording to the Farmers’ Almanac, the winter 
forecast is “below-normal winter temperatures 
and above normal precipitation”.  Snow falls in 
January and February for the Great Lakes.  Does 
this count lake effect?  If so, that’s pretty much a 
given, but if they are talking generalized snows, 
we’re off to a slow start.  The temps have been 
cold but not colder than average.  Last year in 
mid-January, Lake Erie was 85% ice covered but 
according to Craig and Liana’s recent Facebook 
post, that’s not the case.  They witnessed a boat 
out on the lake on a recent visit to the Marble-
head area.  Unfortunately, I was not able to veri-
fy the ice coverage due to the “lapse in congres-
sional appropriations”. 
      
     So what have we learned?  Based on the weather so 
far this year, the caterpillar is winning and the squirrels 
are well fed.  Seems like a win-win for the creatures, 
but the farmers are so accurate.   
 

     What about spring and summer?  According to those 
farmers, spring will take her time with cold temps through 
April.   March will come in like a lion with a snow storm 
and another will follow in mid-March.  Mid-April will also 
see a snow storm, so don’t take your boat out too early.  
May looks cool with widespread severe weather mid-
month.  It could be a wet Steak Fry.  The summer forecast 
is near normal temps and late June storms.  This forecast 
sounds like all long term forecasts.  What is for sure is that 
winter will end, spring will come and so will summer but 
will it be a favorable boating season?  No caterpillar or 
acorn or farmer will tell, only time.  For now, try to stay 
warm and dry.   

  
 
  

Secretary Department 
 Lt/C Barb Rudolph, AP  

Jim Rudolph and Bob Mosey printed the new 
“America’s Boating Club” ASPS Banner using the 
Vinyl Printing machine at the Akron-Summit County 
Public Library “Tech Zone”, located in the Main 
Branch. 

https://americasboatingclub.org/education-matters/in-person-boating-education/seminars
https://americasboatingclub.org/education-matters/online-boating-education/
https://www.glccschool.com/open-classes
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Magnetic North Pole on the Move 
Sandy Vielhaber 

 

 

DRAW IN TRUE, LABEL IN MAGNETIC: The mantra of Piloting and Advanced Pi-
loting students everywhere!  The earth’s magnetic north pole is not the same as 
the chart’s north pole, and it 
changes over time. I like to 
think I just forgot that one from 
my school days. Well, it seems 
the magnetic north pole is giv-
ing scientists a hard time these 
days! 
 
Geomagnetism experts are in 
the process of updating the 
World Magnetic Model, which 
reports on the planet’s magnetic 
field and guides the world’s nav-
igation systems.  
They updated the model in 2015, 
expecting it to be useful until 2020. Things are changing so quickly that modifi-
cations need to be made sooner. It’s hard to imagine “liquid iron sloshing within 
the planet’s core,” but that sloshing is moving the magnetic north pole from 
Canada toward Siberia! I’m oversimplifying here, but you get the idea. Accord-
ing to Alexandra Witze in the online journal nature, researchers realized that 
the model was so “inaccurate that it was about to exceed the acceptable limit 
for navigational errors.”  Scientists are busy updating the model and studying 
the causes of the rapid shift of the magnetic pole.   
 
You can read more about the phenomenon in Alexandra Witze’s report HERE  
It’s a quick read that will provide food for thought and conversation, since your 
boat’s on the hard and you might be tired of snow stories. Thanks to Richard 
McCandless for sharing. 

Boating Tips from Tidewater Tillie  

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00007-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00007-1
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80
th

 Anniversary – Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
 
Akron Power Squadron was founded May 9, 1939.  That makes 2019 our 80th birthday!  Most 
of the following article is based on a Scuttlebutt article by Milan Rolik, Squadron Historian, 
around 1970. 
 

     Our history dates to 1936, at the fall meeting of the Inter Lake Yachting Association 
(ILYA).  Past USPS Chief Commander William K. Anderson, JN, from the Detroit Power 
Squadron (Chartered in 1916), gave a talk about the dedicated work of the United States Power 
Squadrons. 
     A few weeks later, P/C/C Anderson met with a group of yachtsmen in downtown Cleve-
land.  He explained the aims of USPS and taught the first lesson.   
     Detroiters traveled to Cleveland to instruct the group.  Clevelander Theodore M Steinhart 
(who became Cleveland’s first Commander) went to Detroit and took the Piloting Class Exam-
ination (the name of the elementary course in USPS),  so that he could administer it to the local 
group, which included boaters from Sandusky and Vermilion. 
     Those who passed organized Cleveland Power Squadron and the Charter was issued on 13 
May1937.  There were 66 Charter Members .  Sandusky and Vermilion also formed Squadrons 
in 1937.   
     Enthusiasm for the educational goals of the USPS was high.  Chuck C. Taylor, H. B. Duck-
worth, both of Akron, and Ted Wakefield, of the Vermilion squadron, lost no time in passing it 
along to Akron boating enthusiasts.   
     Akron boaters like William J. Burkhardt, Daniel K. McBride, and Forest J. Swartz were 
heavily involved with local boating activities, including those of the Portage Lakes Yacht 
Clubs.   Boating was expanding and there was a need to educate future boaters in good, safe 
and courteous seamanship. Moreover, they wanted to advance their own knowledge.  USPS 
was the answer. 
     Becoming qualified for membership required passing the Elementary Course, and interested 
boaters traveled to Cleveland in the Fall of 1938.  A few months later, Akron was granted a 
Charter and became the third Squadron, in what became “District 7” – on May 9, 1939.  Taylor 
became the first Akron Commander.  
     The ink was hardly dry on the Charter before Classes in Piloting were scheduled. 
The Burkhardt Brewing Company provided facilities as well as bottomless mugs of refresh-
ment.  These were busy and enjoyable days, requiring real dedication and sacrifice!  Not only 
did the members of this new organization have to devote much their spare time to organizing 
and teaching, but they also had to travel to Cleveland to take advanced courses. 
      In 1940, William G. Burkhardt became the Squadron's second Commander and the follow-
ing year found H. B. Duckworth at the helm.   
     When the country entered the War, many of the Akron members left to join the Armed 
Forces. The onset of gas rationing in December of 1942 put an end to the weekly trips to 
Cleveland, and Akron was forced to initiate their own advanced classes.  
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Forest J. Swartz took over in these trying times as fourth Commander and he served in this ca-
pacity for both years of 1942 and 1943. 
     Our records are extremely sketchy for these years.  A fire in the early ‘50’s destroyed our 
records.  Rumor has it that the Akron Squadron become somewhat inactive for a period of 
time.  P/C Robert Smithers (1956)  recalled that, when he joined in 1953, there were about 20 
members, with a treasury of about $20. 
     Women were not allowed to join USPS until the 1980’s.  Like other organizations at the 
time, many squadrons formed Women’s Auxiliaries. Akron wives formed “The Akro-Mates” 
in 1965, with their own officers and meetings.  They raised money and organized events on 
their own.  Once women were allowed to join USPS, interest in the Akro-Mates was low, and 
they disbanded.  Two of the earliest female members of the Akron Squadron were Jane Snider 
and Sue Bell, who were Commanders in ’87 and ’90. 
     In the 1990’s, the general public did not know what a “Power Squadron” was, or that it was 
related to boating.  USPS authorized squadrons to change their names – through a bylaw 
change – to add “Sail &” before Power Squadron.   Akron made this change in 2013.  More 
than 200 of the 350 squadrons today have also made that change.  Recent rebranding of USPS 
in 2017, to “America’s Boating Club ®,” is another move to identify us as “Boaters.” 
     Like other organizations, USPS has seen a long period of membership decline.  Records go-
ing back to 2000 showed that Akron was 49th largest squadron in USPS, with 228 members, 
behind Columbus (496), Toledo (335), Mansfield (335), Rocky River (335), and Sandusky 
(246).   Thanks to our strong 
educational and boating ac-
tivities, and the effort of our 
volunteers, Akron (currently 
around 200 members) has 
grown to the largest in Ohio, 
and 14th largest squadron in 
USPS.  
      2019 looks like another 
great year for Akron, with a 
strong schedule, member-
ship, bridge, and experi-
enced volunteers.  As Akron 
enters its 80th year, we 
should remember that owe a 
debt to the members of Ak-
ron and USPS that went be-
fore us.   



13 

United States Power Squadrons
®
 Akron Sail and Power Squadron             

 

 
 

February 7 Meeting – Founder’s Day 
 
     The theme for our February Meeting is “Founder’s Day,” cele-
brating the founding of  USPS and ASPS.  USPS was founded in 
1914, and Akron’s founding was in 1939. 
      In 2014, for our 75th birthday, Akron planned a special celebra-

tion of  over 25 events.  Gilbert Lorenzo, AP edited a half-hour 

highlight of  the activities.  Following our February Meeting, we will 

show Gilbert’s video highlights of  our Anniversary Year.  The meet-

ing starts at 7:30 on Thursday, Feb 7, at the American Legion Hall, 

1601 Front St, Cuyahoga Falls. 

         Theme on our “75th Anniversary T shirts, designed by P/Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, JN 

 

 
 

At our January meeting, AP Grads receive 
Certificates of Recognition for Completing 
Advanced Piloting.  From left, D/C Holcepl, 
Akron member and National Education Of-
ficer V/C Craig Fraser. Students Bill Peter-
son, Donna Wise, Clive Moggeridge, Andy 
Leffler, Barbie Leffler, and Jed Wise.  Instruc-
tor Brian Logan, and SEO Chip Ingram. 
 
 

America’s Boating Course 
 

This spring we have five ABC classes at Copley, Ra-
venna, Cuyahoga Falls, Hudson, and Portage Lakes.   
The course is packed with boating tips, including the 
nautical rules of the road, useful information on boat-
ing law, safety equipment and safe boating practice, 
navigation, trailering and a 244 page full color manual 
that serves as the course textbook.   
This class satisfies Ohio’s Mandatory Boater Educa-
tion Law, which requires boaters born after January 1, 
1982, who operate a boat over 10hp, to obtain the 
Ohio Boater Education Card. 
As a special offer to graduates of Akron’s ABC Class, 
they can take the Seamanship Class, starting this fall, 
at no charge – a $55 value.  In addition, they can join 
ASPS for 18 months, at the cost of 12 months dues 
– saving over $50.  By joining ASPS, students can 
take advantage of 
advanced courses 
and other benefits 
of Membership in 
USPS. 
Registration and 
more information 
can be found 
HERE  

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/abc/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/


 

Scuttlebutt 
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and Power Squadron.   

Editor Lisa M Thompson 
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the tenth of each month.  
 
Please submit articles in Microsoft 
Word format  via email to: 
sophie3019@yahoo.com 
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 February 

 7 General Meeting 

 16 Change of Watch 

 

 March 

 1-3 Akron Boat & Water Show 

 2 Boat Show Dinner 

 7 General Meeting  

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

