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Valentines Day— this is one tale of how Saint Valentine became affiliated with 
a love-focused holiday—Saint Valentine was a Roman priest who performed 
weddings for soldiers forbidden to marry, because of a Roman emperor’s edict 
decreeing married soldiers did not make good warriors and thus young men 
could not marry. This Saint Valentine wore a ring with a Cupid on it—a symbol 
of love—that helped soldiers recognize him. And, in a precursor to greeting 
cards, he handed out paper hearts to remind Christians of their love for God. 
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Well, I am sitting down to write my last Scuttlebutt arti-
cle as your ASPS Commander. What a strange (and aw-
ful in many ways) year. I hope this finds all of you well 
and I express my heartfelt sympathy to those affected 

by the pandemic. Throughout 2020 your bridge and I have worked to maintain continuity 
and provide service to you, our members. I feel like we have adapted, had good success, and 
continued to execute on our mission under less than optimal conditions.  
 

Our education department, headed by Chip Ingram, quickly adjusted to continue to provide 
classes and workshops either by adapting for social distancing in the classroom or going 
online when necessary. This required significant changes to training content, working with 
new technology, and flexibility on everyone’s part to continue to provide our training. They 
deserve credit for all the good work and excellent results. You should consider taking one of 
the upcoming classes. 
 

You also responded by embracing squadron activities that needed to be moved online by attending online meet-
ings and other online activities. This required significant flexibility as the Bridge and I worked through learning (in 
real time) how to run meetings and activities online. Everyone would have rather been meeting in person for the 
fellowship and camaraderie, but you adapted and supported the need to keep the squadron moving when meeting 
in person was not the right thing to do.  
 

All in all I think we did a pretty good job and now can run online meetings that are efficient, interactive, and fun 
(or as close to fun as allowed these days). There were some advantages as members who attended less frequently 
due to distance or other impediments were able to attend more meetings and activities.  
 

I know that there are also some members we haven’t seen lately because they are not as comfortable with technol-
ogy, or didn’t see the point in meetings that were not held in person. It is my sincere hope that when the re-
strictions are lifted, you will all come back to attend our meetings again. I have really missed seeing you and your 
contribution to the squadron. I’m not sure when we will be able to meet in person again, but it can’t come soon 
enough for me. 
 

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the Bridge 
who has supported me during my term as Commander. 
ASPS is led by a great group of hardworking people who 
have the best interest of the squadron in mind and strive 
to keep it moving forward and achieving its goals. I would 
also like to thank the Executive Committee for providing 
the guidance and direction to keep ASPS a vibrant and 
strong squadron. And most of all I want to thank our mem-
bership for being so supportive, good natured and fun to 
work with.  
 

I would also like to thank and congratulate Tom and Sandy 
Vielhaber and announce that Akron’s Scuttlebutt has 
earned the 2020 Distinctive Communicator award. Great 
Job Tom and Sandy! Your hard work has turned the Scut-
tlebutt into a real page turner. Thanks! 
 

I want to congratulate Lisa Thompson as she assumes the 
role of Commander. I know that Lisa will do a great job and 
expect some new, fun additions to our standard agenda. I 
also know that Lisa will have the same support that I did 
from members, Bridge, and Executive Committee. We can 
all look forward to enjoying the coming year under her 
command.   
           Kevin 

Commander’s Message 
Cdr Kevin Miller, AP 
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Hello fellow Squadron 
Members! 
 
  I hope everyone is 
staying healthy and en-
joying their winter so far. 
We have been lucky with 
Mother Nature and it 
hasn’t been too bad… yet, 
anyway. Now that the 

holidays are behind us and the days are getting a lit-
tle longer, we all start thinking of spring and making 
plans for the upcoming boating season. Last month I 
outlined a tentative schedule, and we will continue 
to work on that. Please don’t hesitate to contact me 
if you have any other suggestions or would like to 
volunteer to help or chair any of those activities. 
Mark Seeman has graciously agreed to help co-chair 
the 10 Day Lake Erie Cruise with me. We are looking 
for volunteers to help “pitch in”. As we firm up the 
itinerary, I would like to get a volunteer(s) to be “in 
charge” of activities/meals for each specific port of 
call. This can be something as simple as making din-
ner reservations for the group or planning a potluck 
dinner/cookout. Again, we are open to suggestions. 
This has been done successfully in the past and 
makes the work easier for all of us. Additionally, it’s 
a great way for us to get to know each other better, 
especially the newer members. 
 As far as winter activities, unfortunately we are 
still limited with in-person meetings and events due 
to covid. However, we had a great on-line nautical 
trivia night on Friday January 15th, and it was a great 
success. We had 50 multiple choice nautical ques-
tions, and everyone kept their own score. Prizes 
were given for the top 3 “teams” with the most cor-
rect answers. The prizes were basically a “virtual gift 
certificate” to the ASPS Ship’s Store. I would like to 
say a BIG thank you for our esteemed commander 
Kevin Miller for putting this together, both the ques-
tions and hosting it. Additionally, a BIG thank you to 
“First Lady” Alice Miller for reading the answers and 
keeping everyone on a straight course!! It was a lot 

of fun and many of us hung out on-line chatting for a 
while afterwards. It was a great way to keep in touch 
while staying safe at home. Look for another an-
nouncement and date soon for the next one. I am al-
ready working on the theme.  
 As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions, or suggestions by cell 
phone: 216-346-9195, or email: oday23@aol.com. 

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 

Commander  
Cdr Kevin W Miller, AP  

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

‘Executive Officer  
Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  

 

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

 Secretary  
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  

secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

 

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.comro  

 

 

mailto:oday23@aol.com
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If your  eyes don’t like reading 
small type, just adjust these  
pages to about 125% or more. 

 
 
 

 
 
 The days are finally getting longer, although this year it may seem that our 
Covid-beset and locked-down days are already long enough. We are starting a new 
year of fine boating classes to keep you busy and learning new things about boat-
ing.  
 We begin the year with Marine Navigation (formerly Piloting) with Brian Lo-
gan and Ken Leque. Coming up we also have Boat Handling (Chip Ingram, Richard 
McCandless, and Kevin Miller) and Cruising and Cruise Planning (Margo and Jan 
Holmes). By the time you read this, some of these will have already begun, but you 
may still have time to sign up. All of these courses are online using Google Meet, 
since it will likely be some time before we can get back into our usual class venues 

such as schools and libraries.  
 We are also planning two sections of America’s Boating Course, also online. One is our usual course of 
6-7 weeks, two hours a week, on a weekday evening. The other is three Saturdays in a row for about 4 
hours a day. We are trying to find out what choices will attract students. If you have friends or family who 
might enjoy this course for the knowledge and/or certificate, then steer them in our direction. We are also 
considering a late spring or early summer section of ABC as well. Comments are welcome. If you want to 
help out with the course, contact me or Richard McCandless. 
 This summer, of course, we will continue with the PaddleSmart program with Bob Ball. It looks like 
we’ll have some new instructors to help out with that as well.  
 Next fall, we are looking at offering such courses as Seamanship, Marine Electrical Systems, Sail, and 
Weather. 
 Finally, get ready for my monthly (or more frequently) plea for help for the Education Department. 
Here it comes: 
 

We can always use help in teaching classes and other tasks. Once we start teaching in person again, 
we will want people to help out with proctoring and grading tests as well as greeting new graduates 
to tell them about the squadron. Right now, we can especially use ideas for online workshops/
webinars as well as (especially) people to present them. In lieu of those things, of course, you can 
always remember the Ed Dept in your estate planning! 

   

                    Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN 

           Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

 

Log in to www.usps.org to learn more. Rec-
orded and live streaming sessions will be pre-
sented. Complete directions for joining are 
included on the members’ page. Your E 
number and password are all you need. There 
is sure to be something for everyone! 

http://www.usps.org
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Let’s Ask the 

Skipper  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skipper, 
 

 My buddy and I were taking my center console 
over to Erie PA for a fishing tournament and decided 
to stop for the night in Ashtabula before going the rest 
of the way. Towards evening we had been on the wa-
ter for a few hours and were tired and ready for some 
R&R. As we proceeded up the river to the marina, we 
came to the drawbridge. I got on the radio to ask the 
tender to open the bridge for us. He radioed back that 
he would not lift the bridge for us as all we needed to 
do was lower our VHF antenna and our outriggers to 
have clearance under the bridge.  
 What gives? I thought he had to open for us. We 
did have a nice stay in Ashtabula after we got past the 
crabby bridge tender.  
 
Sincerely, 
Need to Duck 
 

****** 
Dear Duck, 
 
The following is from the Federal Regulations for 
Drawbridge Operation. It clearly states that if you have 
non-structural elements on your boat that can be low-
ered it is illegal to request a bridge opening to avoid 
lowering them. Better not ask for an opening next time 
as the fines seem pretty steep. I had to look in the dic-
tionary to see what “appurtenance” meant. This is 
what is says:  
 
From the dictionary: 
noun 
plural noun: appurtenances 
an accessory or other item associated with a particular 
activity or style of living.: "all the appurtenances of 
luxurious travel". synonyms: accessories, trappings, 
appendages, accoutrements, extras, additions, ad-

juncts, conveniences, incidentals, equipment, para-
phernalia, impedimenta, belongings, bits and pieces, 
things, stuff 
 
From Federal Regulations: 
(b) Nonstructural vessel appurtenances; unreasonable 
delays 
No vessel owner or operator shall signal a drawbridge 
to open for any nonstructural vessel appurtenance 
which is not essential to navigation or which is easily 
lowered and no person shall unreasonably delay the 
opening of a draw after the signal required by rules or 
regulations under this section has been given. The Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is 
operating shall issue rules and regulations to imple-
ment this subsection. 
 
(c) Civil penalties for violation; notice and hearing; as-
sessment, collection, and remission; civil actions 
Whoever violates any rule or regulation issued under 
subsection (a) or (b), shall be liable to a civil penalty of 
not more than $5,000 for a violation occurring in 
2004; $10,000 for a violation occurring in 2005; 
$15,000 for a violation occurring in 2006; $20,000 for 
a violation occurring in 2007; and $25,000 for a viola-
tion occurring in 2008 and any year thereafter. No 
penalty may be assessed under this subsection until 
the person charged is given notice and an opportunity 
for a hearing on the charge. The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating may 
assess and collect any civil penalty incurred under this 
subsection and, in his discretion, may remit, mitigate, 
or compromise any penalty until the matter is referred 
to the Attorney General. If a person against whom a 
civil penalty is assessed under this subsection fails to 
pay that penalty, an action may be commenced in the 
district court of the United States for any district in 
which the violation occurs for such penalty. 
 
Safe Travels, 
 
Skipper 
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February 2021 
 

08  Bob Hamilton 
11  Andrew Titus 
13  Pam Gifford 
14  Kristin Hunt 
15  Don Reljin 
19  Mia Wilson 

20  Richard Doncaster, Jr. 
23  Jim Rudolph 

24  Jennifer Myers 
27  Michael Busta 
27  Susan Milne 

2021 District Photo Contest 
Attention members! 

 
Please consider submitting your photo/s for the 
2021 D7 Photo Contest to Irene Rodriguez at 
<rodriguezri@artistirene.com>. Winners will be 
announced at the Spring Conference! 
   
Entries for the 2021 Photo Contest (pictures tak-
en in 2020) will be accepted January 1 through 
February 15, 2021) See contest rules below. 
 

 Send your best photos to the D/7 webmaster 
with:  
1. Title of the photo 
2. Description of the photo 
3. Name of the photographer 
4. Squadron 
 Only photos taken by a D/7 member of a boating 
activity during the preceding calendar year may 
be submitted.  
A qualifying picture would be taken of a boat(s) 
or be taken from a boat.  
 
Thank you, 
D/C Lynda Leque, SN 
 
      

mailto:rodriguezri@artistirene.com
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 Some of our members live in Medina. Medina High School is home of the Battling Bees. Why the 
“Bees"? Here’s the story. 
 Amos Root started the A.I. Root Company in Medina in 1869. Root sold beekeeping supplies includ-
ing a hive that let you harvest honey without destroying the hive. It was a huge success. Medina was 
well known. His magazine Gleanings in Bee Culture was read all over America. At one point Root was 
shipping four boxcars of products out of Medina every day. Mr. Root was a devout Christian and moved 
a piano into the factory so employees could sing hymns during their break. Maybe they cooperated be-
cause he forbid trips to the tavern on breaks.  
 Around that time most people knew that man could not fly. Never would, either, "they all say.”  (Of 
course some who’d been to Europe or read books knew it had been done, but we’re talking about rural 
America here.) Now, Amos Root loved technology. He bought a 1903 Oldsmobile runabout, the world’s 
first mass-produced car (a $650 beauty - look it up). Having heard of Orville and Wilbur Wright, he 
drove it to Dayton to learn more.  
 On September 20, 1904, 65-year-old Amos Root watched Wilbur Wright fly the first full circle in an 

airplane in a field at Huffman Prairie. He was eager to write the story for his 
magazine Bee Culture, but the brothers asked him to hold off a few weeks and 
only let him photograph the airplane with the motor removed. He agreed until 
the new year. 
 On January 1, 1905, Bee Culture carried Root’s story of the flight. As the 
mail arrived beekeepers across America got the news: man COULD fly! It was 
the first published story of the Wright brothers’ flight and it beat all the news-
papers. That December a lot of people thought man couldn’t fly.  In January they 
were living in the age of aviation. A.I. Root from Medina told them what 
“everybody knows” can be wrong, in the bee magazine. 
 That’s how America came to believe the Wright brothers had done it. Not 
the New York Times or Fox News — it was Gleanings in Bee Culture. If Mr. Root 
said so it was a fact, no matter what “everybody knew." Beekeepers led the na-

tion spreading the word. After all, beekeepers know stuff. Beekeepers rock. They’re folks like us. 
 Before I heard this story I bought beeswax church candles from Root for years. The company's still 
on Liberty Street in Medina. Today the business is mainly candles but they still publish Bee Culture 
magazine. Mr. Root's Wright Brothers story is a little example for all of us. It reminds us to think twice 
about what we believe is real. 
 Right now our nation is split over what people think is true. This has been building for at least 20 
years. Since the presidential election what “everybody knows” and what “they’re all saying” have 
looked very different for some people than others. Families, neighbors and churches have been divided 
by strong feelings. Social media fed the splitting-up. On January 6 the rival stories boiled over into an 
angry invasion of the Capitol, a few miles from where I grew up, in places I know well. Seeing it on TV 
tore me up inside. 
 In 1905 beekeepers, folks like us, helped introduce America to a new age. Maybe people like us can 
help again. Let’s try.  
 
-Richard McCandless, Chaplain 

GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE 
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     Celebrating ASPS Couples on Valentine’s Day 

But wait. 
 
There’s more! 
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We apologize if we missed you. Sometimes 
spouses have so much fun at events, we don’t 
catch them together on camera. We’ll keep trying 
to snap you lovebirds together for a future issue. 
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 I look forward to working with our incoming officers, 
Lisa Thompson, Commander, and Lynne Jones, Secretary. 

 
This issue of Scuttlebutt will be my last, as Secretary/Scuttlebutt Editor. Fear not, as I 
will probably be (something else)/Scuttlebutt Editor next year. That’s right; you 
haven’t seen the last of  humor that makes you moan and groan, and occasionally elic-
its a small giggle. All in all I am thoroughly  amazed that I learned enough to stumble 
through Publisher, after a fashion. Heck, I still type with two fingers. Many of you 
have tolerated my attempts and failures at Scuttlebutt e-mail delivery (Bless you); 
maybe I have mastered this, maybe not, only time will tell. There are many I would 
like to thank for their assistance in this endeavor. First and foremost, Sandy, my wife 
of over 50 years (she can type with both hands and all her fingers !!!).She corrects my 

spelling, my syntax (whatever that is) and tells me, “you can’t use that word in print.” Next I would 
thank Janice Vitucci-Ehrman for not falling on the floor laughing when I suggested I might try my hand 
at the newsletter. Also, she was extremely helpful in getting me up and running on the first few issues 
and was a helpful sounding board when I got stuck on Publisher issues.  Thanks also to Commander 
Kevin Miller, who after about 5 tries showed me how to get the permission settings correct so the e-
mail hotlink would work.  
 
Last but not the least, thanks to all of you, the Scuttlebutt readers, for your words of encouragement 
that kept me going. They mean the world to me.                  tomv 
 
 

Secretary 
Lt/C  Thomas Vielhaber, AP 
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