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     I wanted to take a 

moment to introduce 

you all to our new 

commander Lisa 

Thompson, and to let 

you know a little bit 

about her, some of 

her interests, and how 

we got started boat-

ing. First, let me tell 

you it was my crazy 

idea in the summer of 

2013 to buy a boat. It 

was not an easy sell to her and I suspect to this day she thought it was a 

passing phase that  I would soon get over. We picked one out and went for our first sea trial on a very cold day in mid-

November. It was raining with four-foot waves and a brutal northeast wind. That little 28-foot Carver took a beating and the 

sell to Lisa that this would be a “fun” thing to do was becoming more difficult. I think the photo of her looking at it before we 

departed on that sea trial says it all. I’m sure she was looking at it and thinking, “What the heck are we getting into?” As most of 

you know, we did buy that Carver 280 and enjoyed it for the following nine years before we sold it. We are now shopping for 

another.  

 Lisa is an avid gardener, and in the summertime, she makes a living doing just that. She especially enjoys her grandchil-

dren. She has four, ages 17, 11, 8 and the youngest, 7 months. She loves going back to New Jersey to spend time with her fami-

ly, which we do several times a year; we always have a wonderful time. She has read more books than anyone I know with 

maybe the exception of her mom, but her mom got a head start on her. 

  Before she moved to Ohio, Lisa taught a music program 

for children at her music studio in Sommerville, New Jersey. 

She and I very much enjoy seeing live music together and 

when we can combine that with boating, even better! We are 

hopeful that we’ll be able to spend most weekends this sum-

mer enjoying time with you on the water. Maybe we’ll catch 

some live music, too.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
P/C Steve P. Neumann, AP (Captain Steve-O) 

Welcome Commander Lisa M Thompson! 

Some of Lisa’s summer work 
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What more can be said 
about 2020, a year of 
change, losses and sadness? 
It is time to look ahead to-
wards a new day, better 
times and unity. 
 2021 will be a year to 
emerge from isolation, to 

renew acquaintances and rebuild friendships. 
There are many members I have only met briefly 
and am hoping to share 
good times with this year. 
Don’t be surprised if I call 
on you to help in a small 
way at a future event. 
 Steve and I are looking 
forward to a time when we 
can gather together and 
enjoy each other’s compa-
ny. Let’s spend a day in the 
sun, with the wind in our 
hair, sharing good food 
and tales of boating adven-
tures. 
 We have put together 
a calendar of varying activities this year in the hope 

that when we are able to meet, it will be a celebra-

tion long overdue. 
 

Lisa 

Commander’s Message 
Lisa M Thompson, AP 

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 

Commander  
Lisa M Thompson,AP 

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

‘Executive Officer  
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

 

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

 Secretary  
Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, AP  

secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.comro  

Lisa’s grandchildren  

Lisa seemed very comfortable on the way “home” 
 from Put-In-Bay on this summer day! 
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  Squadron Executive Officer 
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

                         
 

 
I know, I know. You 
thought I was going away, 
but I had so much fun 
learning new things in my 
last position, I thought I’d 
try another. Yes, the min-
ions and I will still be edit-
ing the Scuttlebutt. The 
minions are ever so faith-
ful; I don’t know what I’d 
do without them.  

 I’ve always been more comfortable helping 
behind the scenes, so I hadn’t considered a lead-
ership position until now. There seemed to be a 
need for a volunteer at this time, so here I am. 
(They doubled my salary, too!) Actually, I am 
glad to give back to an organization that has pro-
vided so many opportunities for fun and 
knowledge.  
 Nine years ago this month, Sandy and I set 
off for Seattle to collect our boat, Happy Daze. 
That was quite an adventure, but a story for an-
other time.  We took our first Power Squadron 
course shortly before we headed west, and have 
been making friends and memories ever since. If 
you ever see us circling you in your boat on Lake 
Erie, we are getting ready to snap a photo. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 A few of the executive officer’s responsibili-
ties include Vessel Safety Checks, Co-op Charting, 
boat shows and conference participation. The 
Vessel Safety committee is headed by Mike Krebs 
this year. He is currently arranging for the stick-
ers and supplies necessary to complete examina-
tions this summer. My thanks to Mike for his ef-
forts in this area. We also hope to be able to re-
turn to in-person exams this season.   
 As boating season approaches, you’ll hear 
more about co-op charting. You might find some 
enjoyable projects to try this summer. Be sure to 
read Brian Logan’s article about the Cleveland 
Boat Show (virtual) in this newsletter. You’ll also 
find a flyer about the D7 Spring Conference. 
Again, we are hoping to be able to meet in person 
before too long. 
         --Tom 
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Akron Sail and Power  

Squadron 

Change of Watch 2021 

Cdr Lisa M Thompson, AP 

 

Asst. Admin. Officer, 
P/C Greg Arnold, JN 

Secretary, 
P/C Lynne Jones, SN 

Treasurer,  
Lt/C Linda Foster, S 

Executive Officer,  
Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, 
AP 

Education Officer, 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

Asst. Education Officer, 
P/D/C Ken Leque, SN 

IInstalling Officer, 
D/C Lynda Leque, SN  Lisa M. Thompson, AP was installed as Commander of Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

in a virtual ceremony on Sunday, 21 February 2021.  Her Bridge and installing officer are 
pictured here in candid screen shots from the Google Meet event. 1/Lt Kim Rawson’s photo 
was unavailable.  Other guests are pictured below with outgoing Commander Kevin Miller, 
AP. P/C Steve Neumann was pleased to have his mother, Carolyn in the audience to honor 
Lisa. 
       

Asst. Treasurer, 
1/Lt Sid Foster, S 
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     Hello fellow Squadron 
Members! I hope every-
one is staying healthy 
and survived February, 
when winter finally de-
cided to rear its ugly 
head. What better way to 
chase off the winter blues 
than think about warm 

summer breezes, cookouts, and time spent on the 
water with family and friends. Although there is still 
some uncertainty with COVID and getting vaccines, 
we are moving forward, making tentative plans in 
hopes of being able to enjoy some of our traditional 
activities, such as rendezvous.  
     In addition to developing a tentative schedule for 
this summer, we have started early planning for this 
summer’s “10 day cruise” which we will call the “7 + 
3 Day Cruise,” because we will start in Huron, make 
stops at Kelleys Island and Put-In-Bay, and finish at 
Middle Bass Island for the District 7 Rendezvous at 
Middle Bass Island Yacht Club. Please see the pro-
posed schedule below: 
 
Friday 7/23 – Sunday 7/25 – Huron Boat Basin. Pos-
sible activities include kayaking on the Huron River, 
and a walking tour of historical homes in Huron. De-
part for Kelleys after continental breakfast Sunday 
7/25. 

 
 

Sunday 7/25 – Tuesday 7/27 – Kelleys Island Sea-
way Marina. Possible activities include a potluck 
cookout dinner, Kelleys Island Winery, Charles 
Herndon Gallery and Sculpture Garden. Depart for 
PIB Tuesday 7/27. 

 
 

Tuesday 7/27 – Thursday 7/29 – Put-In-Bay, either 
mooring balls or stay at a marina which is TBD. It 
will be your choice whether to stay on a mooring 
ball or at the designated marina. Weather permit-

ting, we will have a “race” for the sailors from PIB 
around North Bass Island finishing at Middle Bass 
Island. Tom and Sandy Vielhaber have graciously 
agreed to serve as our “committee” boat. Thursday 
evening, we will have a “cocktail party” and awards.  

 
 

Friday 7/30 – Sunday 8/1 – Middle Bass Island – 
District 7 Rendezvous. More information to follow 
on the D7 Rendezvous schedule. This will be “co-
hosted” again with the assistance of the Middle Bass 
Island Yacht Club.  
 
 
        This schedule allows for two things. One is the 
opportunity for people to join for part or all of the 
cruise. Secondly, we have selected locations which 
will allow us to gather in a safe way and social dis-
tance following all the necessary health guidelines in 
effect at the time. We can always use volunteers to 
help in the planning for this event as well as any oth-
ers.  
      As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions, or suggestions: cell phone: 
216-346-9195, or email: oday23@aol.com. Please 
stay safe and healthy, and I look forward to seeing 
everyone soon. 

 
 
 
 

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 
 

 

SMILE … You’re on Candid Camera! 
More from Change of Watch 

mailto:oday23@aol.com
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If your  eyes don’t like reading 
small type, just adjust these  
pages to about 125% or more. 

 
 
 

 
 
Keep on Boatin’ 
 
 We’re trying out some new things in our winter/spring courses. Because we 
are online, we find that we may need some new ways to show things to students. 
The PowerPoint presentations supplied by National are not, by themselves, 
enough.  
 We now have some document cameras to display specific things on our 
screens, which can then be shared with the class. Basically, a document camera is a 
small, close-focus camera mounted on an arm so that it (usually) looks down at 
your desktop or other surface. As the name implies, it can be used to show docu-

ments. But actually it is more flexible than that. It can be used to show pretty much whatever you can put 
under it.  
 Brian Logan and Ken Leque are using them in Marine Navigation to show how to use the USPS course 
plotter and dividers to do basic coastal navigation. You can even use the system to record a lesson in using 
tools like that. In Boat Handling and ABC we are using a document camera to show boats (well, cutout 
drawings of boats) from above to help students visualize different situations involving the Rules of the 
Road. This allows me to play with boats even though (1) it is the off-season around here and (2) I’m not sit-
ting in my bathtub. We will also use the camera to show how to tie different knots.  
 If we ever get back to teaching in-person courses, then these cameras will continue to be useful, since 
an instructor could project what he/she is doing onto the screen, mak-
ing it easy for students to follow some of the more complicated skills.  
 Our winter/spring courses are underway. Don’t forget to look for 
PaddleSmart in the summer and the schedule of courses to be offered in 
the fall.  
 Finally, thanks to all who have helped me survive my third year as 
SEO. Boating season is just visible on the horizon now, so let’s get ready 
for it! 
    
                  
  Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN 

           Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

SEO Chip Ingram presented this year’s Educational Service 
Award to Lt Richard McCandless, N. In this photo he transported 
teaching materials on the boat he built for demonstrations in 
squadron ABC classes. Congratulations, Richard! 
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We were in need of a sec-
retary as Tom Vielhaber 
wanted to deservedly fo-
cus on the Scuttlebutt for 
2021.  He and Sandy did 
such a wonderful job edit-
ing and composing each 
edition.   So I volunteered 
to be secretary of the 
squadron for 2021, re-

prising my roll from 8 years ago.   Assistant sec-
retary, Kim Rawson, will then take over next 
year.  I welcome her as an enthusiastic future 
bridge member. She will also be the greeter, 
along with her husband Blake, assuming we ac-
tually have an in person meeting at some point 
this year! 
  To ease Kim in to the job, she will handle 
sending cards for happy news, congratulations, 
condolences or any other message you would 
like squadron members to know.  For any such 
event, please contact Kim at 330-283-5204 or 
email her at kerightseat@gmail.com 
 As I write this, the goldfinches are yellow-
ing up at my feeders, so spring is on the way!  I 
look forward to working and gathering with 
you this year. 
 Lynne Allison Jones 

Secretary 
P/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

      A spring project 
impacted by the 
pandemic, prepar-
ing the steamship 
William G. Mather  
for seasonal visitors 
will have to wait 
until we can gather 
safely. Squadron 
members have en-
joyed working with 
friends in past 
years.      

Spring arrives this month,  
as if you need to be told!  

We think P/C Greg Arnold, JN may be dreaming of days 
like this! 

We’re all dreaming of evenings like this! 

mailto:kerightseat@gmail.com
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Let’s Ask the Skipper 

Skipper, 
 
     I have been boating on the Great Lakes for a 
long time and have never seen a “commissioned” 
naval vessel from either the US or Canada on the 
lakes. Of course I see the coast guard from both 
countries but not navy ships (except boats like 
the Cod which are decommissioned). A guy I 
know said he once saw a navy frigate headed East 
on Lake Erie back around 2015.  
     Does the Navy have ships on the Great Lakes? 
And do you think the guy that said he saw one 
back a few years really saw one? 
 
Sincerely, 
Worried about a Canadian Invasion 
 
 

Dear Worried, 
 

     After the War of 1812, the US and Britain 
signed a treaty to ‘demilitarize’ the Great Lakes. 
The British didn’t want to spend the money to 
maintain a naval presence in the Great Lakes and 
we were on increasingly good terms with them. 
The treaty is called the Rush-Bagot Agreement 
and is still in effect today. The agreement limited 
military navigation on the Great Lakes to one to 
two vessels per country on each lake. Each could 
be armed with no more than an 18-pound can-
non. 

 
  The border between the US and Canada is 
the longest undefended border in the world 
(although we weren't allowed to travel to Leam-
ington last summer). There was a “waiver” agreed 
to for the opening of the St Lawrence Seaway in 
1959 that allowed US Naval ships to sail into the 
Great Lakes in celebration.  
     It was also agreed In 1941 that the U.S. could 
build warships on the Great Lakes as long as they 
were removed promptly after completion and 
that the armaments were placed in such condi-
tion as to be incapable of immediate use while on 
the lakes.      
     More recently US Naval combat ships have 
been built in Wisconsin and sailed through the 
lakes to the Atlantic. The 389-foot ships, built at 
the Marinette Marine shipyard, are designed to 
operate at high speed in shallow coastal regions.    
     So, your friend could have seen one of the ships 
from Marinette sailing through the Lakes to the 
sea.  
 
Safe Travels, 
Skipper 

 

Remember to ask your nautical questions! Send them to skipper@akronpowersquadron.com 

mailto:skipper@akronpowersquadron.com
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March 2021 
 

04 David Guertal 
04 John Miller 

05 Bill Peterson 
06 Jennifer Harris 

06 Chip Ingram 
06 Don Laneville 
11 Mark Harley 
12 Martin Jones 

13 Sarah Sir Louis 
14 Jan Holmes 

15 Danny McElroy 
15 John Schlaeppi 

16 Michael Schwinn 
22 Lauren Kuwatch 

25 Mark Seeman 
31 Neale Whitehead 

 
      

 

ASPS Meeting 
March 4, 2021 

7:30 PM 
 

Speaker: Scott Sheridan 
Department of Geography  
Professor and Chairperson 

Kent State University 
 

Biography 
My research interests are in synoptic 
climatology, climate change and biocli-
matology. Perhaps foremost, I’ve 
worked on addressing the problem of 
heat vulnerability through a number of 
different avenues, from survey work on 
heat perception, to the development of 
over 30 heat-warning systems across 
the globe, and projections of future vul-
nerability. I am also interested in all 
other spects of applied climatology, in-
cluding climate and crime, atmospheric 
composition, and agriculture. I also 
serve as the editor-in-chief of the Inter-
national Journal of Biometerology. 
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 From the Chap-
lain 
  
 My wife and I have 
been to Ireland three 
times. Twice we rented 
houses and stayed for 
weeks. One of those was 
right on the border of 
Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland. Today 
that’s where people on 
one side are in the European Union and on the oth-
er side, in Brexit.  
 From the windows you looked out at a field 
with one of those stone circles in it, a small version 
of Stonehenge with big vertical stones still stand-
ing after thousands of years. In the field was a 
Stone Age passage tomb, and you could walk right 
in the entrance and down the tunnel.  
 I knew that those stone circles and graves 
were often lined up so the sun would shine right 
down the hallway of the tomb on either the sum-
mer or winter solstice, or the spring or fall equi-
nox.  
 This makes a lot more sense to me after taking 
the N course with Roger Hall and Mike Krebs. One 
thing you learn is that the solstices, when the noon 
sun is highest or lowest in the sky, and the equi-
noxes, when the sun is up exactly half the day, have 
marked time for us since before recorded history.  
 They are something we can all see. As Yogi 
Berra said, you can see a lot just by observing. 
 By tracking the sun closely you can make a cal-
endar. If you do it with enough care, you can set 
your clock once every day. And you can draw a 
north-south line and use it to make a map or steer 
a ship. 
 Turns out that there are old churches with a 
little hole high up in the south wall so a sunbeam 
moves across the church floor as the day goes on. 
And there’s a brass line sunk into the floor where 

the sun is highest each day. When the sunbeam 
through the hole in the wall is centered on that 
line, it’s noon. And the line points north and south 
— it’s a meridian.  
 You find those churches in wealthy cities: Par-
is, Rome, and Bologna. And in centers of timekeep-
ing and navigation like Greenwich. 
 The line on the floor was used to set the town’s 
clocks at noon. The churches rang their angelus 
bells when the sunbeam was right on the meridian. 
Other towns had to guess at noon, but with a me-
ridian on the floor you could set your clocks by the 
sun.  
 Well, nature and the universe still set our pat-
terns of life. Science and industry study them and 
use them, but we can’t change them. When some-
thing like Covid-19 happens we’re knocked back 
into realizing that we are not in charge of every-
thing. That we need to pay attention to the world 
and each other. 
  
-Richard McCandless, Chaplain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 At the Change of Watch on February 21, 
the Vielhabers were recognized for their ser-
vice to Akron Sail and Power Squadron. Tom 
was awarded Member of the Year by outgoing 
Commander, Kevin Miller, AP. Sandy was voted 
Most Active Member by the Executive Commit-
tee. Tom and Sandy are most honored to be 
recognized. 
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New Member from Marine Navigation Class 
 

 Welcome new member Scott Shepard, who joined to take our Marine Navigation (formerly Piloting) 
class.  Scott is retired from the military.  One of Scott’s postings was in Key West, where he was involved in 
training for marine operations.  While in Key West, he owned a Cape Dory sailboat, and one of his memorable 
trips was to Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas.  Fort Jefferson is the largest masonry structure in the world.   
 Scott plans to get another sailboat.  

 
Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas – definitely worth a visit.  

Photo by U.S. National Park Service - U.S. National Park Service [1]; English Wikipedia, original upload 2 March 2005 by Brian0918, Public 
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=326325 

  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
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Cleveland Boat Show Jan 15-24, 2021 
 

 Cleveland had a very different Boat Show in this year 
of the pandemic.   The “double whammy” – closure of the 
I-X center, along with covid restrictions on crowds, com-
bined to make it become a “virtual” boat show. 
 Dealers and marinas had live walk-throughs of differ-
ent boat models, which were then recorded and available 
online.  Dealers also had virtual Open House events at 
their stores.  Other dealers posted videos or slide shows of 
their offerings.   
 There were seminars on fishing, equipment, and sev-
eral seminars from “2 Chicks in a Boat.” I watched one of their seminars on trailering. 
 Several sessions were hosted by Akron member Captain Jeannette Lloyd, who is manager of the Emerald 
Necklace Marina in Rocky River. Lake Erie Marine Trade Association organized the show.  LEMTA President 
Michelle Burke interviewed celebrities from Geraldo Rivera (new to Lake Erie, with a boat at Cleveland’s 
Shoreby Club), to Sandusky City Manager Eric Wobser, who has helped revitalize the downtown Sandusky ar-
ea. 
 Berea Member P/R/C Sam Insalaco, SN, coordinated things for District 7, and hosted several educational 
seminars at the show.  Akron’s P/D/C Brian Logan, SN, recorded the presentation that P/D/C Bob Ball, SN, 
gives in the classroom session of our Paddle Smart© seminar for kayaks and paddle boards (link below). 

 Akron member Lt. Jim Ehrman, AP, narrated several seminars about cruising on Lake Erie, as a repre-
sentative of the Great Lakes Cruising Club.  Jim is GLCC’s Rear Commodore for Lake Erie. 

 “Show-Goers” could find the link listing classes available from America’s Boating Club D7 squadrons.  This 
included five ASPS classes from our SEO, Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN.    
 The status of boat shows for the next six months is uncertain, based on the impact of the pandemic.  As 
of Feb 15, there is no specific date for an Akron show, which would probably be similar to the Cleveland virtu-
al show.  Plans are progressing for an in-water “Progressive Catawba Island Boat Show,” scheduled for April 
30 through May 2, at Catawba Island Club.  
    For more info see 
www.catawbaislandboatshow.com.   Also, 
LEMTA President Michelle Burke stated 
there were plans for a fall “in-water” boat 
show at Sandusky’s Battery Park Marina.  
Stay tuned! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out links to some of the Boat Show 
sessions on the following page. 

Slide from the PaddleSmart seminar for kayaks and paddle boards, with Bob 
Ball and Tom Vielhaber. 

http://www.catawbaislandboatshow.com
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The following link is active for boat show highlights: https://www.clevelandboatshow.com/live/show-

highlights/  
 

Some recommended Links: 
 

PaddleSmart (Akron Sail and Power Squadron) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qJidn9IdqQ 

GLCC Cruising Lake Erie: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bi6p683Ng3U  

 

Great Lakes Cruising Club - Top Ten Lake Erie ports -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=9oEfgm8Pv2k  

2021 Great Lakes Water Levels - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJuZAcZojzA   

 
Interview with Sandusky City Manager Eric Wobser https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76DiQUVlHnY   

 

 
Boating History - https://www.clevelandboatshow.com/live/boating-history/  

 

Lake Lifestyle - https://www.clevelandboatshow.com/live/shopping/ 

 

Akron Members participating 

Captain Jeannette Lloyd – Live and recorded interviews 
Jim Ehrman - Great Lakes Cruising Club 

Brian Logan – PaddleSmart seminar 

https://www.clevelandboatshow.com/live/show-highlights/
https://www.clevelandboatshow.com/live/show-highlights/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qJidn9IdqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bi6p683Ng3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oEfgm8Pv2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oEfgm8Pv2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJuZAcZojzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76DiQUVlHnY
https://www.clevelandboatshow.com/live/boating-history/
https://www.clevelandboatshow.com/live/shopping/
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Think of the concept, me with nothing to say. You figure it out. I already wrote one article 
and I ain’t a wordy guy. (Leave it alone Sandy, I think that was my idea of humor.)  Oh 
goody, we have more space for funnies. 
tomv 
 
 
 
 

 

Scuttlebutt Editor 
Lt/C  Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

 

I hope you know 
I am rolling my 
eyes right now! 



 

Scuttlebutt 
 

Volume 31 Issue  3, March 2021  
Published monthly by Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron.   
Editor Tom Vielhaber 

 

Deadline for articles is midnight on 
the fifteenth of each month.  
 
Please submit articles in Microsoft 
Word format via email to:  
 
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
387 Washburn Rd. 
Tallmadge OH 44278-2615 
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PERMIT NO. 540 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 
1601 Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

 

                     End 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

