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Commander’s Message  

Cdr M David Rice, SN 
 
 

A 
s I returned from taking a walk 

around the neighborhood, the feeling 

of spring is palpable. The 

thermometer is reading a very spring-

like temperature, the snow is melting quickly and 

the sun is shining brightly. It is a day to contemplate how thankful 

we should be for this day. 

 

Recently, Joy and I attended the final meeting addressing the 

preparations for the District 7 conference.  I remember a few 

years ago thinking that those meetings were intended for those 

few in the “inner circle” of the squadron; they didn’t really apply 

to me. Now my take on these meetings is that they are an 

opportunity to get to know fellow squadron members better, 

express a bit of creativity, and volunteer services, and maybe food 

or drinks to further your squadron. How does this activity make 

the squadron better? The best way for any organization to 

become and continue as a cohesive group is to work on a 

common project. This is one way to do it and we all need to 

participate in some squadron activity. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember the triangle-- we focus our efforts on education, 

social, and service. You can help do your part for the service 

portion of our organization with our next month’s activity.  Keep 

reading for details…... 

 

Executive Department 

Lt/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 
 

S 
pring has officially arrived and we are 

one month closer to spring lift in! As we 

get closer to that "magical" time, now is 

a good time to think about the 

equipment on your boat, especially the safety 

equipment. ‘Tis the season for vessel safety checks, and we will be 

having our annual VSC orientation meeting on Saturday April 

18th at the Legion Hall. If anyone is interested in becoming a 

Vessel Safety Examiner, please get in contact me at 216-346-

9195, or email: oday23@aol.com.  

 

We had a great Spring Conference in Independence, and many 

thanks to everyone on the Conference Planning Committee for 

their hard work in making this another success. Also, thank you to 

everyone for attending. Conferences are always a great way to 

meet other members in other squadrons, as well as learn more 

about United States Power Squadrons. 

 

After a successful Change of Watch, the next event of the 2015 

season is the William G. Mather civic project to be held April 25th 

at 0900. Come to help clean, buff, scrub, paint and get the 

Mather ready for the season. It is a great way to chat with ASPS 

friends while working and serves a great cause. You also get to 

see the inner workings of the Mather that are not shown on the 

regular tour. Plus a free lunch will be served. Wear old clothes 

and bring some cloths or rags to use while cleaning. The event 

will end around 1500 but if you can only come for part of the 

time, your effort will still be greatly appreciated. I would like to 

thank Lt. Jackie Summers and P/C Bob Summers, P for organizing 

this event. Please contact them if you have any questions. 

 

Directions to the Mather:  Take E9th St and turn left on Alfred 

Lerner Way by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Follow it between 

the Science Center and the Stadium until the road dead ends.  

Turn right and drive straight to the gate in front of the Mather. 

Someone will be there to let you in. 

 
                                                                (Exec Dept article continued on pg 2) 

United States Power Squadrons
®

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

Editor’s note: due to March publishing deadline, we were unable to post  

pictures from our Change of Watch on 21st of February in our last issue.   

See pages 10-11 for photos taken by 1st /Lt Gilbert Lorenzo, AP. 

mailto:oday23@aol.com
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(Exec Dept article continued from front cover) 
 

This year I will be writing about the Rules of the Road. Each 
month I will pose a question or two with multiple choice answers, 
so you can check your knowledge on the Rules. The following 
month, I will supply the answers. For this month I will focus on 
lights and day shapes.  
 
1.  A vessel displaying a red light over a white light at night is: 
a) A power driven vessel not under command 
b) A pilot vessel operating at night 
c) A fishing vessel - not trawling 
d) A sailing vessel at night 
 
2. A vessel displaying a black cone day shape in their rigging, 
with the apex pointed down is: 
a) A fishing vessel trawling 
b) A vessel with restricted ability to maneuver 
c) A vessel towing 
d) A sailing vessel under sail and power 
 
Please see next month’s Scuttlebutt for these answers, and more 
Rules of the Road questions.  
 
Respectfully yours - Greg Mather Arnold 
 
 

March 5 meeting 

Ohio and Erie Canalway Coalition” 

 
The March 5 meeting of Akron Sail and Power Squadron featured 

Tim Miller, Development Manager, of the "Ohio and Erie Canal-

way Coalition”.  Tim discussed the history of the canal, develop-

ment plans for the current Towpath Trail (101 miles), and con-

nections with similar trails that will go as far as Washington DC.  

 

The trails are used by hikers, cyclists, and others who enjoy the 

beauty of the Cuyahoga National Valley and other areas along 

the trail. 

 

The Coalition is headquartered at the historic Richard Howe 

House, at 47 W. Exchange, which also has an interpretive infor-

mation center.  They host events, including festivals, cycling 

events, and canoe adventures along the canal route. 

 

For more information, see http://www.ohioeriecanal.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by 1st Lt Gilbert Lorenzo, AP and P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

  

Tim discusses the history of the Ohio and Erie Canal 

Cdr Rice Presents Tim Miller with an “ASPS 75th Anni-
versary Mug” in appreciation of his talk. 

http://www.ohioeriecanal.org/
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ASPS Bridge  
 

 

Commander 
Cdr M David Rice, SN 

(330) 650-6823 

wnabsailing@gmail.com 

 

Executive Officer 

Lt/C Greg M Arnold, JN 

(216) 346-9195 
oday23@aol.com 
 

 

Administrative  

Officer 
Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones JN 

(330) 644-5056 

lajones@neo.rr.com 

 

Officers 
 

 

Educational Officer 
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

(330) 633-5291 

tviel49@neo.rr.com  

 

Secretary 
Lt/C Sandra P Vielhaber, AP  

(330) 633-5291 
svielhaber@yahoo.com  
 

 

Treasurer 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, S 

(330) 664-0871 

mjbusta@roadrunner.com 

April 2 Meeting  

Boating Skills Virtual Trainer Units 

 
The Boating Skills Virtual Trainer (BSVT) is a boating simulator 

jointly developed by United States Power Squadrons and Virtual 

Driver Interactive.  The simulator allows boaters to practice the 

basics of recreational small boat handling.  This was developed 

under a $200,000 grant from the US Coast Guard, who recog-

nized the benefits of having a simulator to help beginning boat-

ers develop handling skills for powerboats.   Other participating 

partners include the National Safe Boating Council, Boat U.S. 

Foundation, Brunswick Marine, Mercury Marine, and Boston 

Whaler.   

The BSVT was developed to simulate the handling of a 20’ Bos-

ton Whaler with large outboard, although it mimics most single-

engine outboard or I/O boats under 30’.  The unit consists of a 

steering wheel, Mercury Marine throttle, and three screens. 

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron will have one of the 

simulators during the period of March 23 – April 6, and 

will be used in conjunction with our ABC classes. 
 

The students will practice preplanned lessons that cover basic 

maneuvers and safe boating  

 

In each module/lesson, the student/operator will have the op-

portunity to have hands-on control of the virtual boat and to 

practice each maneuver several times. 

 

Skill training is conducted under the direct guidance of a quali-

fied USPS instructor who is capable of evaluating and coaching 

students/operators during the conduct of the maneuvers 

 

The simulator includes a marina where students can practice 

docking, leaving the dock, and maneuvering in close quarters 

(See picture on opposite page) 

 

 

ASPS members who will be serving as coaches during these train-

ing sessions are:  P/C Marty Beech, SN;  Lynn Dupuy, AP;  Lt Jim 

Ehrman, P;  P/C Jan Holmes, SN;  Lt Chip Ingram, JN;  Lt/C Lynne 

Jones, JN;   Kevin Miller, P;  and Cdr Dave Rice, SN. 

 

In addition to our ABC classes, the simulator will be at: 

Buckeye Sports (Brunswick Marine Dealer) for their Open House, 

March 28-29 

American Legion (Cuyahoga Falls) 3/26, 3/27, and 4/4.  These 

will be sessions like our “seminars,” where non-members can get 

a 20-minute slot for $25, and members can get a slot for $15.  

We will be advertising in the Beacon Journal. 

 

At our April Meeting, we will allow our members “take 

a spin” with the unit (no charge).   
 

If you’re interested in a preview, there’s a four-minute demon-

stration of the simulator at -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

x-yt-cl=85114404&v=7QDKUTFAqZ8&x-yt-

ts=1422579428&feature=player_embedded  

 

Respectfully submitted, P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

mailto:wnabsailing@gmail.com
mailto:oday23@aol.com
mailto:lajones@neo.rr.com
mailto:tviel49@neo.rr.com
mailto:svielhaber@yahoo.com
mailto:mjbusta@roadrunner.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?x-yt-cl=85114404&v=7QDKUTFAqZ8&x-yt-ts=1422579428&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?x-yt-cl=85114404&v=7QDKUTFAqZ8&x-yt-ts=1422579428&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?x-yt-cl=85114404&v=7QDKUTFAqZ8&x-yt-ts=1422579428&feature=player_embedded
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United States Power Squadron Uniforms  

 
Do I have to buy a uniform if I become a member of  Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron (ASPS)? This was a question that certainly 
went through my mind when I joined ASPS. The answer, as quot-
ed from the USPS Operations Manual: “While some squadrons 
have a tradition of uniform wear, there is no requirement that 
any member buy or wear any uniform.”  Akron Sail and Power 
Squadron has a tradition that the bridge officers usually wear a 
uniform or at least a blue blazer with the distinctive USPS em-
blem while attending the General Membership meetings and 
formal affairs such as Change of Watch or last years’ anniversary 
dinners. The uniform is not worn at the executive meetings. 
There are uniforms for both men and women and can include 
jackets, pants, and skirts for the ladies, caps, belts and ties.  A 
jacket, white shirt and both a standard and bow tie are sufficient 
for most events. 
 
So if I wear a uniform what are those marks on the jacket and 
shirt?  There are several different marks and symbols that are 
used by United States Power Squadrons.  Today we will address 
those seen on officers’ uniforms.  
 
First, on the left sleeve of the uniform you may see a series of 
gold bars. Each of these represents a merit mark. Merit Marks 
are given for each year a member contributes significant service 
toward United States Power Squadrons goals. Shown here is the 
insignia for 7 years of recognized service. 
 
Above the Merit Marks on the left sleeve and again on the right 
sleeve, (merit marks are only displayed on the left sleeve) you 
may see one or more tridents. These signify rank. A person’s rank 
appears on the sleeves and also on the shoulder board on dress 
shirts. The trident forms the basic element in all ranks of United 
States Power Squadrons. It is found in gold, silver or red, depend-
ing respectively on whether its wearer is an active elected officer, 
a past elected officer, or an appointed officer. Squadron officers 
wear short-staffed tridents, district officers wear mid-length-
staffed tridents,  and national officers wear long-staffed tridents. 
Lieutenants, appointed or elected, wear a single trident, cen-
tered on the sleeve, the shoulder tab or the cap/blazer orna-
ment. Lieutenant commanders wear two tridents side by side 
and squadron commanders three in a triangular arrangement.  
 
You may see the following symbols on the left breast pocket of 
the uniform jacket and again on the left breast pocket of the 
dress shirt. A Senior Member is one who has earned 5 Merit 
marks. This member displays this mark below their insignia of 
grade.  
 
A member with 25 merit marks becomes a Life Member. This 
mark is similar to the Senior Member Mark except the “V” is sur-
rounded by a gold Laurel wreath. 
 

United States Power Squadrons gives recognition for educational 
advancement. The first of the advanced grade courses is Sea-
manship (S) and the symbol for that achievement is a single bar.  
 
 
The next course a member takes following Seamanship is Piloting 
(P). Here a second bar is added. 
 
Advanced Piloting (AP) is the final part of the Inland and Coastal 
Navigation Series. This material continues to build on the base 
developed in Piloting. Here is the symbol for a member who has 
completed Advanced Piloting. 
 
Educational Proficiency (AP) is awarded to anyone who has 
achieved a grade of at least Advanced Piloting (AP) and complet-
ed at least three elective courses. Shown is an AP insignia with 
the educational proficiency bar below it. 
 
Junior Navigation (JN) is the first of a two-part program of study 
in offshore (open coast) navigation.  Here is the symbol for one 
who has taken and completed this course.  
 
Navigation (N) is the second part of the study of offshore naviga-
tion. It further develops the student’s skills and understanding of 
celestial theory. 
 
Educational Achievement is awarded to anyone completing all 
Advanced Grade courses and all elective courses. This is the high-
est educational recognition award given by USPS. A person with 
this award is known as Senior Navigator (SN) and uses the print-
ed grade designation of SN. In the past, a Senior Navigator was 
referred to as a “Full Certificate” and used the printed grade des-
ignation of N. 
 
 
Quiz:  Grade, Service and Educational Advancement insignia may 
be combined. Look at the photographs shown below of the sym-
bols found on two of our bridge officer’s uniforms and identify 
who they are and what do the symbols signify?  
 
Find out the answers in next month’s Scuttlebutt! 
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  02  James R Fry, P 
  05  P/C William S Harris, P 

  07  Andre M Fritz  
  10  Robert M Burgner  
  10  P/C Richard Sir Louis, P 

  11  Harold Hutzell  
  14  Kenneth Kear, AP 

  19  Carolyn A Albanese  
  21  Rennai Baker  
  21  Liana F Mihalca, SN 

  22  P/C Douglas L Thomas, SN 
  24  Brian K Boschen, AP 
  24  Peter D Costello  

  26  Lt Coralee Logan, S 
  29  P/C John Abbott, AP 
  30  Dan E Hajduk, AP 

Education Department 
Lt/C Thomas E Vielhaber, AP 

 

F 
irst, I would like to thank all the 
squadron instructors who give so 
generously of their time and 
knowledge.  We currently have 5 ABC 

classes going on, with a total of 64 students 
registered. There are 14 in the Hudson class, 

taught by Dave and Joy Rice; 13 at Copley, with Jim Rudolph 
and John Abbott; 17 at Ravenna with Jim Ehrman, and 7 at 
Portage Lakes with Jan Holmes and myself.  The last ABC class 
started at Cuyahoga Falls High School on March 11 with Chip 
Ingram instructing and 13 students registered.  
 
Other classes and seminars have kept boaters busy this winter.  
There are 6 Piloting students in Mike Krebs’ and Sandy 
Vielhaber’s class, and 19 students are taking Sail with Brian 
Logan and Gene Foraker.   
 
Seventeen people came to the Sail Trim Seminar, led by Scott 
Henry and Dave Rice.  Jim Ehrman led Emergencies on Board in 
January. Partner in Command was led by  Margo Holmes, Joy 
Rice, Janice Vitucci-Ehrman and Sandy Vielhaber.   
 
On April 13, Bob Mosey (pictured 
accepting his Vessel Safety Check 
award) will lead the Trailering 
seminar.  If you trailer you boat, 
you will want to attend Bob’s 
seminar. He has many years’ 
experience and will be offering 
valuable tips. 
 
We have a full schedule of Paddle 
Smart classes planned for the 
summer, so if you or someone you 
know has an interest in kayaking, 
check the schedule at 
akronpowersquadron.com and/or contact Bob Ball at 
Robert@HenryBBall.com.  

 

 SCUTTLEBUTT     

 BOOSTERS 
 

P/C John Abbott, AP& 

Lt Maggie Abbott 

Lt/C Greg Arnold, JN & 

Sue Arnold, AP 

P/D/C Robert Ball, SN &  

Patty Ball, S  

Thomas Carrino, AP &Jinx Pfile 

 

Lt James Ehrman, P &  

P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 

C/C Aide Craig Fraser, SN & 

C/C Aide Liana Mihalca, SN 
Bob Hamilton 

P/C William Harris, P & 

P/C Susan Harris S  

P/C Jan Holmes, SN &  

P/Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
Home sweet home Remodeling 

Lt Chip Ingram, JN 

 

Michael J Kaurfman S, and family 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & 

Lt Coralee Logan, S 

Kevin Miller, P & 
Lt Alice Miller, P  

Lt/C M David Rice, SN & 

Lt Joy Rice, S 

1st/Lt Thomas Vielhaber, AP & 

Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP 
 

Thank you for your support! 

 

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/paddle-smart/
mailto:Robert@HenryBBall.com
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Administrative Department 
Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, JN 

 
 

Y 
ou can tell Spring is here based on the 
number of events coming up in the 
next month or so.  Boating season is 
coming soon to a marina, yacht club 

or launch ramp near you! 
First up is the William G Mather civic project on April 25th.  
 
Then in May, our general meeting, held on the 7th, is historically 
the best attended meeting of the year as a chairperson for each 
rendezvous gives a power point presentation.  It is a great way 
to learn about the particulars for each rendezvous, such as event 
dates, sign up dates, cost, meals and special activities taking 
place during the event.   
 
The annual Steak Fry will be held May 21 at Lions' Park in Cuya-
hoga Falls thanks, once again, to Pam Gifford and Coralee Lo-
gan.  See the article in this newsletter for the specifics. 
 
Finally, May 29th is the annual Portage Lakes Dinner Cruise.  You 
can trailer your own boat, or hop on the boat of another squad-
ron member and cruise around the lakes.  Dinner will be at one 
of the restaurants on the water.  Ric Sir Louis is in charge of this 
event and will have the details in next month's Scuttlebutt. 
 
So soon there will be lots to do with the squadron.  We hope to 
see you at all the events.  Yay Spring! 
 
As I wrote in last month's issue, each month I will write how our 
members derived the name of their boats. It's a good way to 
know a little more about squadron members... and it's fun!  So 
this month features a 14 year member and a 1 year member. 
 
Remember the Coppertone ad with a little girl in her two piece 
bathing suit being snagged by a dog pulling her bathing suit 
bottom with its teeth?  Well, Bob Mosey remembered it and 
named his boat No Tan Lines, as a result!  Yes, I know some of 
you are too young to have seen the ad.   

Barry and Denise Howell had a lot of difficulty deciding on a 
name for their boat as it took nearly eight years to do so.  They 
finally decided to name it after their two daughters, Elizabeth 
and Alexis.  Hence Alexabeth! 

Annual Steak Fry and Nautical White  

Elephant Sale – Thurs May 21 
 

May 21 is the date for our annual Steak Fry, held at Lion’s Park 
in Cuyahoga Falls.  This is a great deal for you carnivores, with 
excellent steak that you grill yourself.  To round out the meal, 
everyone brings a covered dish so you get great salads, veggies, 
and desserts.  Did I say desserts!? 

Doors open around 6, pick-your-steak and start sizzling around 
6:30. 
 
Difeo’s Meats provides great steaks, which are a little more ex-
pensive this year.  We don’t know the final price yet, but tenta-
tive pricing would be about $15 per adult, $8 per child (hot dogs, 
not steaks).  Full details in next month’s Scuttlebutt. 
 
You can sign up at http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/
events/1487/akron-sail-and-power-squadron-steak-fry/   
 
But wait, there’s more…Back by popular demand, we will be 
holding a nautical White Elephant Sale/auction, after the dinner.    
Here’s the deal: 
 
You’ve probably got an old VHF radio taking up valuable space 
in your basement.  It works, but when you redecorated your 
boat last summer, it was the wrong color, so you bought a fuch-
sia RayJeff from West Marine.  And, there’s probably another 
member who would like to trailer his boat to Lake Erie, but 
doesn’t want to shell out $150 for a radio.  Donate that radio to 
the Squadron (see your tax advisor for important tax benefits), 
bring it to the White Elephant sale, and get rid of it.  You’ll have 
more room in your basement, your friend will have a valuable 
safety aid, and the squadron will benefit.  

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1487/akron-sail-and-power-squadron-steak-fry/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1487/akron-sail-and-power-squadron-steak-fry/
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Welcome New Members 
 

Tom and Mary Hetteberg are taking the Sail Class, and have now 

joined our squadron.  They have a 36’ Hunter that they keep at 

Harbor North in Huron.  They are anxious to try out some of the 

techniques they’re learning in the class, as well as join us on our 

Lake Erie Rendezvous.  Tom and Mary join Terry Schleper, and  

Larry and Janet Buckles, who also joined ASPS to take “Sail”. 

In addition, we will be getting a number of “6 Month Trial mem-

bers” from the graduates of our Hudson, Copley, Portage Lakes, 

and Ravenna ABC classes.  This is a great value for people who 

want to take the ABC class, which teaches basic boating safety 

and techniques.  When they graduate, they get 6 months free 

membership in ASPS.  In the last two years, we’ve gotten over 30 

“trial members” who went ahead and joined the squadron, im-

pressed by our activities and our educational programs. 

 

Please welcome these new members when you see them at 

meetings, classes, or other events! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

Membership Chair 

 

May 7 Learn about our Summer Boating Activities 

 

Our May meeting is, understandably, one of the best-attended 

meetings of the year.  This is the time our “Rendezvous Chairs” 

present the details of each of our summer boating events, with 

photos, prices, maps, and a list of everything scheduled for that 

event/weekend. 

 

Our summer will be filled with exciting boating activities: 

Following that meeting, the rendezvous info is posted on 
Facebook for your reference  –  for example, see http://
goo.gl/ri1RaL  (which contains all the details on last year’s 
Middle Bass rendezvous).  It’s a great resource - like a 
“Cruising Guide” for that destination.   Even if you aren’t 
planning  to participate in the rendezvous, you’ll learn a lot 
about each location. 

The meeting starts at 7:30 PM, at the American Legion 
Hall, 1601 Front St, in Cuyahoga Falls.  So – if you want to 
know everything you can about our summer events, we’ll 
have the experts there to answer your questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN  

Cdr Rice (left) administers USPS Pledge to new members 

Mary and Tom Hetteberg 

 
May 29  Cruisin’ and Dinner-Portage Lakes 
June 5-7   Put-in-Bay Rendezvous 
June 20  Kayak and Picnic - Turkeyfoot Island 
July 10-12  Vermilion Rendezvous 
July 31-Aug 2 District 7 Rendezvous – Middle Bass Island 
August 22   Corn Roast, Co-op Charting – Battery Park  
    Sandusky 
Sept 12-13  Cleveland Sports Weekend - North Coast  

   Harbor Marina 

Above and below are scenes from last year’s May Rendezvous meeting. 

Photos from our May 2014 Meeting by 1st Lt Gilbert Lorenzo, AP 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152093473137536.1073741913.344178127535&type=3&uploaded=22
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152093473137536.1073741913.344178127535&type=3&uploaded=22
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Secretary’s Department 
Lt/C Sandra P Vielhaber, P 

 
 

Y 
ou may have noticed some new fea-

tures in the Scuttlebutt.  Old Salty 

has been dishing out advice to sea-

farers as well as landlubbers for a 

few months now.  He’s on vacation 

this month, but will gladly address your questions upon his re-

turn. Meet the………….. appears this month, where you can dis-

cover the qualities that make ASPS members so fascinating.  We 

think it fitting to start the series with our new commander, M. 

David Rice, SN, who was interviewed by member Barbara Moore.   

 

Many volunteer hours go into publishing the Scuttlebutt.  All 

members receive a printed Scuttlebutt four times a year and 

electronic versions every month.  P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 

works tirelessly, assembling, editing, and preparing our newslet-

ter for distribution.  Lt Pam Gifford, P, and Samantha H. Gifford, 

S, are unsung heroes, getting that quarterly edition from print-

ing, to labeling, to posting. I want to take this opportunity to 

thank them all for their efforts.   

 

You also have an opportunity to participate in the publication of 

our award-winning newsletter. Every year at this time, we ask 

members to become “Scuttlebutt Boosters” by making a dona-

tion of $25 to help defray the costs associated with printing and 

mailing the Scuttlebutt.    

Business owners may have their business name listed with a 

$100 donation.  With membership at over 230, you can imagine 

how the costs of printing, labels and postage add up.  Every do-

nation stretches the budget to bring the Scuttlebutt to you.   

 

There is a donation form in the newsletter for your convenience. 

Please send your check, payable to Akron Sail and Power Squad-

ron, to me at 452 East Ave., Tallmadge, OH 44278.  Include your 

names as you want to see them in print. Thank you for your gen-

erosity.  The new Scuttlebutt Boosters will see their names in 

print beginning with the June issue.  

In other news, our sympathies went out to Cathy Colon and her 

family on the passing of her stepmother as well as to Patty Ball, 

S and her family on the recent passing of her mother, Dee Alan-

dar. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.  P/C Jan R 

Holmes, SN  is recovering from a recent surgery. We’re glad to 

report that he’s almost back to 100%.  It seems our members, 

Brian and Bev Boschen have left Northeast Ohio for the Virgin 

Islands, and the Garthoffs are in North Fort Myers, Florida from 

December to May.  We wish them all well in their new environs, 

even if we are just a little bit envious after our challenging win-

ter.  As usual, please call or email me if you have member up-

dates to share. 

 

Meet the Commander 

 

There is much joy in meeting new friends, especially ones who 

love boating, either by sail or by power.  So, we thought we 

would introduce you to our new commander, M. David Rice 

(shown above standing in the center) by asking him to answer 

some questions about himself the sailboat, and ASPS.  

 

Would you give us a little background about you and your 

family?    

Joy, my wife,  grew up on a fruit farm in southeastern Michigan. 

She studied nursing and received her RN from a nursing school in 

South Bend, Indiana.  I grew up in a small town in western Wis-

consin, got a mechanical engineering degree from Marquette 

University in Milwaukee and started my first engineering job at 

the Falk Corporation, a large gear manufacturing company in 

Milwaukee.  After two years, I took a job as a loss prevention 

engineer with Factory Mutual Engineering.  Nearly 39 years lat-

er, and many company consolidations, I retired as an underwrit-

er with Factory Mutual Insurance in Cleveland.  In the interim, I 

married Joy in Detroit, moved to Cleveland twice and spent three 

years in Rhode Island. 

 

We have a son, Scott, and daughter, Kristin, and five grandchil-
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dren in the Detroit area; one son, Marc, in Pennsylvania; a 

daughter, Kathryn, and three grandchildren in New Jersey along 

with a great grandson and soon another grandson.  Our daugh-

ter, Jennifer, and her son, Alex, live in Hudson.  All like to sail but 

only Jennifer and Alex get to go with us very often.  Alex’s cousin, 

Jason, came from Michigan this past summer to take a sailing 

course at Sandusky Sailing Club that lasted several weeks.  Jen-

nifer stayed with the boys on our boat in Sandusky while they 

took the course. 

 

What started your love for sailing?  And go ahead, tell us 

about your present sailboat or those you have owned in the 

past...we're all boaters here!   
Joy and I took our first sail on a friend’s 30 foot Catalina on Nar-

ragansett Bay while working in Rhode Island. We loved it so 

much that Joy enrolled me in a sailing class which included some 

classroom study and group instruction on a 27-ft. Catalina on 

Narragansett Bay.  Soon after, I was transferred back to Cleve-

land and forgot about sailing. When I sold our pop-up camper, 

Joy was not happy and found a small sailboat. We gradually 

moved up to our latest boat,  a 38 ft Hunter, we have aptly 

named “Heaven on Earth.” 

 

Just for those of us who love to read, what do you like to 

read?   

I like mysteries best, so when I have some time between ASPS, 

sailing, and some wood working, I read mysteries. We also get 

several magazines such as Practical Sailor, Popular Science, Time, 

the Wall Street Journal, the Plain Dealer, St Anthony Messenger 

and Consumer Reports so it is difficult to fit it all in. 

 

Is there a special place you love to sail; a trip that added 

some special memories, and/or a place you have on your 

sailing "Bucket List"?  

 

We had a 26 ft  MacGregor  and the longest trip we had taken 

was a weekend trip to nearby marinas. Joy asked her 90-year-old 

mother to come and sail with us. Her response was “ yes – if you 

bring the boat to me”.  We bought a 31 ft Beneteau and left on 

June 20 to sail to St. Joseph,  Michigan.  We returned on August 

21st.  We found a new way to make mistakes every day, but it 

was an enjoyable adventure without any major mishaps. 

 

This past summer Jan Holmes helped Joy and I bring our newest 

used boat back from Penetanguishene, Ontario. Penetang, as the 

locals call it, is in the southeastern corner of Georgian Bay. We 

came back in June.  We now know why so many people told us 

the reason there were so few people on the water and in the 

marinas is that summer does not arrive until July 1st.  We wore 

winter clothing until we docked at Grosse Pointe Yacht Club in 

Lake St Clair Michigan. 

 

Education is so important for ASPS. What classes have you 

completed?  Is there an area of interest you'd like to ex-

plore?  Do you have any goals to increase the offerings? 

 

I am an SN which means I have completed all of the courses of-

fered by United States Power Squadrons and several of the semi-

nars, but we are still learning. Sailing is a never ending learning 

proposition.  Being on the bridge has been a significant learning 

process starting with administration officer through executive 

officer and now as commander. Each office has its own set of 

requirements, responsibilities and challenges. Fortunately we 

have a lot of past commanders and others who help solve prob-

lems and are willing to pitch in to take over when the need aris-

es. 

 

When you meet someone not familiar with ASPS, how do 

you describe it?  

 
I expect that the people I talk to are interested primarily in learn-

ing about boating. Since we are Great Lakes boaters, we know 

that it is essential to learn about the rules of the water, how to 

read charts, and know about weather and its dangers, so that is 

what I tell people they can learn by taking courses and joining 

the sail and power squadron. For us, the social part came later 

because of people we met in the courses we took. 

 

Membership growth and involvement is important to you 

and the board. Are there any new ideas you are considering 

to enhance these areas?  

 

I can’t think of anything that is not in P/C Brian Logan’s Power 

Point Presentation on membership. The challenge is for us to do 

those things. We are going to emphasize wearing name tags to 

every meeting and asking everyone to go out of their way to 

greet new people and let them know they are welcome.  Of 

course, this is assuming that we do the basics such as getting our 

course and our event schedules published by January, and mak-

ing every effort to keep our ABC classes filled. The Commander’s 

job is to follow up to ensure that we keep doing what we know 

we need to do. There are some squadrons that have become pri-

marily a social group; when that happens, membership falls and 

a downhill spiral ensues.  So, while the social events are im-

portant, the educational offerings are great ways to get to know 

fellow boaters and become better at what we all love. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Barbara L Moore, P 
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Scuttlebutt 
 

Volume 25, Issue 4 April 2015. 

Published monthly by Akron Sail 

and Power Squadron.  Editor 

Janice Vitucci-Ehrman 

 

Deadline for articles is midnight on 

the tenth of each month.  

 

Please submit articles in Microsoft 

Word format  via email to: 

jandjehrman@neo.rr.com 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

4903 Lovers Lane 

Ravenna OH 44266-9182 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 
CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO 

PERMIT NO. 540 

April 
 

2  General Meeting 

 

13  Seminar——Trailering 

 

16  Executive Meeting 

 

25 Spring Civic Project 

 William Mather at 0900 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 
 

7 General Meeting 

 Summer Rendezvous Preview 

 

16-22 National Safe  

  Boating Week 

 

16-17 Portage Lakes  

 Vessel Safety Check days 

 

21 Steak Fry-Executive Meeting 

 

29 Portage Lakes Dinner Cruise 

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 

third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 

Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 

www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

