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Commander’s Message 
Cdr Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

 
 
 

Now that Change of Watch is over, our squadron 

is ramping up for the coming boating season with 

many activities for spring.  Please read the 

newsletter to find out about them and join us!   

Even though I taught math for 35 years, when working with an 

organization, I believe the sum of the parts is MORE than the 

whole.  It is each of us lending a hand that makes our squadron 

the place to be.  Without each individual member we are not 

whole.  You will hear this theme often in my tenure because we 

are in short supply of help needed to plan and run events.  Can 

you spare a few hours to help spit and polish the Mather this 

month on April 29th at 9AM?    

 

If you are going on the ten day cruise could you volunteer to 

organize one day of the trip?  Would you be willing to come a 

little early to help set up chairs and tables at a general meeting?  

Perhaps you are able to plan one day of the rendezvous activities 

or help the chair in its details.  Is there a new activity you are 

passionate about and would be willing to plan?   I know most 

members don’t have the luxury of being retired but if we all could 

help out in a small way it would be greatly appreciated. By 

helping with the workload you gain stronger friendships with 

those involved and that makes for a better squadron too.  Please 

think about it and lend a hand …or two! 

 

Speaking of helping out, thirty squadron members attended the 

D7 conference this March and many of those also helped in its 

planning and implementation.  Thank you to all of you who 

donated time to make it a very successful event.  It was a major 

undertaking and, no matter your contribution big or small, 

couldn’t have been done without each of you. 

 

Hooray, it’s Spring!  Let’s get those boats in and make some 

memories! 

United States Power Squadrons
®

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

Incoming Commander Lynne Jones receives the "Commander's Challenge" from 
Outgoing Commander Greg Arnold.  The plaque recognizes the link between 
good leadership and membership growth.  

Save the Date  
 Steak Fry and Nautical White Elephant Sale  

Thurs May 18 

 
 

May 18 is the date for our annual Steak Fry, held at Lion’s Park 
in Cuyahoga Falls.  This is a great deal for you carnivores, with 
excellent steak that you grill yourself.  To round out the meal, 
everyone brings a covered dish so you get great salads, veggies, 
and desserts.   
 
Following dinner, we’ll have a Nautical White Elephant sale, 
auctioning off the nautical items you no longer need. 
 
Price is $15.  Reservation and more info on our web site. 
 
See photos from a previous Steak Fry at https://goo.gl/3zpA0y .   
Full details in next month’s Scuttlebutt. 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152841341372536.1073741985.344178127535&type=3&uploaded=21
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Executive Department 
Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 

 

 

In March on our way home from the National 

Meeting in Orlando, we stopped in Little River, 

South Carolina. Former ASPS members P/C 

Doug Thomas, SN and P/Lt/C Mary Jane Thom-

as, P are living their dream aboard their 46’ Uniflight powerboat 

“PAX” at Lightkeeper’s Marina. This beautiful area is part of the 

North Myrtle Beach coast. Doug and Mary Jane are 100% sold on 

the location and even have most of their family set to move 

down from Ohio as soon as possible.  

If you want the Chamber of Commerce tour, they will be more 

than happy to accommodate their friends! Hopefully next March 

when we have had all we can stand of Ohio winter, Jan & I will be 

back in South Carolina for at least a week’s respite. It’s no sur-

prise that both Doug & Mary Jane have become active in the 

North Strand Sail and Power Squadron. Besides twice monthly 

civic activities, their squadron monthly dinner meetings are 

attended by about 80 members. North Strand has been the recip-

ient of National recognition for their growth and activities.   

 

Phew- Akron’s hosting of the D7 Spring Conference is finally  over 

and it was a success! It takes a lot of planning and effort from 

each of the committee members to execute a successful event. 

YOU did it and had a good time while you were at it, too! From 

the organizing of our Chairman Lt/C Michael Busta, AP oversee-

ing the entire event; to all of those who helped me with the hos-

pitality room and “Clue” icebreaker; and on to those who volun-

teered for the myriad of last minute jobs, a huge THANK YOU. 

Our Board Game Extravaganza was a rousing success because of 

you.  We were honored that Chief Commander Louis Ojeda, SN 

with his wife Dot were our Chief Commander’s reps. Known for 

his “Grip & Grin” style, Louie was attentive to (continued page 3)

 

02  James R Fry, P 

05  P/C William S Harris, P 

07  Andre M Fritz  

08  Michele L Vandrak  

10  Kenneth Kear, AP 

10  P/C Richard Sir Louis, P 

11  Harold Hutzell  

19  Carolyn A Albanese  

21  D/1/Lt Liana F Mihalca, SN 

24  Peter D Costello  

25  Brent T Kuwatch  

26  Lt Coralee Logan, S 

29  P/C John Abbott, AP 

30  Dan E Hajduk, AP 

ASPS Bridge  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commander 
Cdr Lynne Allison Jones, SN 
(330) 644-5056 
lajones@neo.rr.com 
 

Executive Officer 

Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
(330) 608-6731 
margoholmes@att.net 
 

 
 

Officers 
 
 

Educational Officer 
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 
(330) 633-5291 
tviel49@neo.rr.com  
 

Secretary 
Lt/C Barbara Rudolph, AP  
(330) 472-6087 
psbrudolph@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Treasurer 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
(330) 664-0871 
mjbusta@roadrunner.com 

Left to right: Jan and Margo Holmes, Doug and Mary Jane Thomas.  

mailto:lajones@neo.rr.com
mailto:tviel49@neo.rr.com
mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:mjbusta@roadrunner.com
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member’s ideas and concerns. Also in attendance to install their 

longtime friend, D/C Jane Brandenstein, SN as our D7 Command-

er, was P/CC Robert Baldridge, SN and wife Nancy.  Akron has 

upheld our long standing reputation for putting on a great party. 

The Clarion Hotel did an outstanding job for us, and I certainly 

enjoyed finding Sarah’s Vineyard so close to home.  

  

 

If you missed this conference, be sure to sign up 

for the D7 rendezvous this summer at Middle 

Bass State Park. You will certainly find other D7 

members willing to discuss power vs. sail, gas 

vs. diesel, or anything else boat related while 

sipping on a liquid refreshment under beautiful 

Ohio skies. Our Akron summer rendezvous 

schedule will give everyone the opportunity to 

enjoy cruising, whether for just a weekend or a 

longer 10 day trip. The new Cruising Committee 

has made a major efforts to revamp our hosting 

requirements so that volunteering to host will 

not be an overwhelming task to you. Please get 

involved for even a small part and you will cer-

tainly enjoy yourself. There is nothing like the 

friendships you will make through USPS and you’ll 

have so much more fun out on the water in a 

group of educated boaters. 

 

I hope you are joining us at Belgrade Gardens for 

the April dinner meeting. Barberton chicken is in-

ternationally known and our speaker will give you 

good information on our Ohio waterway projects. 

Our summer schedule meeting with individual lo-

cation presentations and the May Steak Fry are 

just a few of the upcoming events for ASPS.  

 

As they say, “Come for the education and stay for 

the friends!!” 

 

P/C John Abbott, AP & 
Lt Maggie Abbott 
Don and Kerry Albanese 
P/C Greg Arnold, JN & 
Lt Sue Arnold, AP 
P/D/C Robert Ball, SN &  
Patty Ball, S  
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Tom Carrino, AP and Jinx Pfile 
Lt James Ehrman, P &  
P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 

Lt Sid Foster, P and 1/Lt Linda Foster 
V/C Craig D Fraser, SN & 
D/1/Lt Liana F Mihalca, SN 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 
P/C Jan Holmes, SN  and  
Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
Lt Albert  Ingram, JN 
Cdr Lynne Allison Jones, SN and    
Martin Jones 
1/Lt Mike Krebs, JN and Lois Tennant 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & 

Lt Coralee Logan, S 
Lt/C  Gilbert Lorenzo, AP 
Lt Kevin Miller, AP & Lt Alice Miller, P 
P/C M David Rice, SN & 
Lt Joy Rice, AP 
Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP & 
P/Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 

 
 

Shown are just a few of Akron’s wonderful “Clue” characters designed 
by our very own Sandy Vielhaber.   Very clever, aren’t they?    
Top row:  Paula Weiland, Martin Jones, P, and Linda Klespies, S  
Bottom row: Lt Bob Mosey, S, 1st/Lt Linda Foster, and Lt Coralee 
Logan, S  
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Educational Department 
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

 

 

By the time you read this, all of our spring classes 

will be well underway. The next classes to test 

out will be the Ravenna ABC, Piloting, and JN. 

Your next opportunity to improve your boating 

knowledge and learn new skills will be on Monday, 03 April, when 

Bob Mosey will present the last Boaters Workshop of the season, 

Electrical and Related Systems. Thirty-five attended the March 

workshop, quite a nod to Bob’s expertise! Then in June, our Pad-

dle Smart classes will begin. Be sure to watch our website for a 

chance to register for these informative and fun classes.  

 

We are planning a new component to our paddling education: 

stand up paddle boards! It’s too early to tell if all the equipment 

will arrive in time for the first classes, but we will keep you in-

formed. Your email will sizzle when these classes begin! 

 

Four of our members have achieved a milestone in the education 

department, the status of Educational Proficiency.  Michael 

Busta, Walter Moore, Joy Rice, and John Schlaeppi have earned 

this distinction by achieving the grade of AP and completing at 

least three elective courses. Congratulations to them for this ac-

complishment!  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members from the Piloting Class 

 

The Piloting Class continues to attract “New Members” for Akron 

Sail and Power Squadron.  Last year, four Piloting Students joined 

ASPS.  This year, we recruited four more! 

 

Dawn “Renae” Hammel was a graduate from last year’s Hudson 

ABC class.  Renae joined so she could further her boating educa-

tion, starting with Piloting.  Speaking of “Piloting”, Renae has a 

private pilot’s license and sees the similarities between in-air and 

on-the-water navigation.  On-the-water, Renae is a kayaker and 

lives on Twin Lakes.  She initially heard about ASPS through our 

“Akron Boating Fun” Meetup. 

 

Anthony Randazzo is a fairly new boater, having bought a 28.5 

Hunter sailboat last year.  He and his wife, Yuvette, keep their 

boat, “Center of Effort,” at Herl’s Harbor on Catawba.  Anthony 

also heard about the Piloting Class on Meetup.  He really wants to 

learn more about boating, and is also taking Berea’s “Engine 

Maintenance” class, taught by our friend P/D/C Wayne Powers, 

SN, on Wednesday nights.  I told Wayne not to let all those 

“motor heads” tease our sailor! 

 

Susan Rummell is a friend of member Bob Hamilton, and she is 

taking the class (accompanied by Bob) to understand what he’s 

doing with the chart plotter!  They have a 32’ Sea Ray, “Sue Sea”, 

at Bay Point. 

 

John Trutza lives in Cuyahoga Falls and has a 27’ Carver power 

boat, “The H. S. M. M.”, that he keeps at Whiskey Island in Cleve-

land.  John had taken the Coast Guard Auxiliary class many years 

ago, and was looking to brush up his skills with our Piloting class 

which has been revised to take advantage of new equipment like 

GPS.  John is also a member of our “Meetup” group, and heard 

about the class there. 

 

Please welcome these new members when you see them at 

meetings, classes, or other events! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

Membership Chair 

 

 

Past Commander Greg Arnold (right) administers the "USPS 
Pledge" to new members Susan Rummell and John Trutza. 
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Akron Boat Show, March 3-5, 2017 
 

The Akron Boat Show was held at the John S Knight Convention 
Center March 3-5.  This is the first Akron Boat Show in recent 
memory.  Thanks to P/R/C Dave Rickard, AP, of Berea, who found 
out about it and let us know. 
 
While still Commander, Greg Arnold, JN, was able to reach LEM-
TA (who organized the show) and obtain an 8x10 space.  (As a 
“back-up”, Gary Tennefoss of Ravenna Marine said we could use 
some space at his booth.)  We borrowed D7 Booth display mate-
rial:  and member John Scott shows it off in the picture below.  
 

Our booth had a video, 
slide show, course manu-
als, brochures and flyers.  
Most important was a 
flyer listing ASPS activities, 
classes, workshops, and 
ABC classes.  The bottom 
of the flyer had a perforat-
ed strip, allowing pro-
spects to fill in name, 
phone, email, and boating 
interests, then tear it off 
to enter our drawing.  The 
bottom strip was used in a 
daily drawing for a free 
“Boater’s Workshop” and 
“ABC Course.”  This strip 
resulted in 49 membership 
leads, each of which re-
ceived a personalized 
email the day after the 
show. 

 
Fifteen members volunteered to work the show, for a total of 90 
hours:  Lt Alice Miller, P; Lt Kevin Miller, AP; P/C Don Gifford, JN; 
Lt Dave Feltner, AP; John Scott, John Trutza, Cdr Lynne Jones, SN; 
Lt Lisa Thompson, P;  Steve Neumann, P;  Richard McCandless, 
AP; P/D/C Bob Ball, SN;  P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P;  Lt Jim 
Ehrman, P; P/C Greg Arnold, JN; and P/D/C Brian Logan, SN. 
 
Setting up the display was like dock-
ing your boat in an unfamiliar mari-
na--a great opportunity to show off 
your "Marlinspike" skills. 
 
More pictures from the Boat Show 
can be seen at:  https://
goo.gl/9kTcYN . 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
Akron Boat Show Chairman. 

 

Secretary’s Department 
Lt/C Barbara Rudolph, AP 

 
 
A special thanks needs to go out to P/Lt/C Janice 
Vitucci-Ehrman for her years of hard work and 
dedication on the award winning Scuttlebutt.  
Janice will be turning over her pen, or should I 
say keyboard, to Lisa Thompson in the next com-
ing months.  Welcome Lisa!   
 

Every April we thank our Scuttlebutt boosters for their support.  
Thanks to all of you!  We hope you will continue to be a booster.  
New boosters are always welcome.  What’s it take to be a boost-
er?  All it takes is a donation of $25 for an individual or $100 for 
your business.  How do you make this happen?  On page 7 of  
this issue you will find the Scuttlebutt booster form.  Just fill out 
the form and mail it to me with a check payable to Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron.  Forms will also be available at the April 
6th Dinner meeting at Belgrade’s Garden in Barberton.  Please 
make sure to fill in the form with how you would like your name 
to appear in the monthly issues of the Scuttlebutt.  Donations are 
used to defray the cost of printing and mailing and are greatly 
appreciated. 
 
As we all are thinking of getting our boats ready for the water, 
it’s also time to get the Steamship William G. Mather ready for 
its season.  This civic project will be held on April 29th, 9AM this 
year.  For years, ASPS has set this weekend aside to clean, scrub, 
buff and paint the 1925 bulk freighter.  The William G. Mather is 
a restored Great Lakes freighter that is set up as a floating mari-
time museum in Cleveland that opens on May 6th for the season.  
If you enjoy helping a 
good cause, socializ-
ing with friends, and 
sharing a meal, 
please consider com-
ing out to get this ship 
ready for the summer 
season of visitors.  For 
more information 
contact Kevin or Alice 
Miller at 330-658-
4697 or check the 
ASPS website. 
 
One last topic—Akron’s annual membership roster has been 
mailed.  It’s always a handy thing to have around, but if you 
have any changes before the next roster comes around, please 
feel free to send changes to psbrudolph@yahoo.com and the 
database will be updated.  Email changes are especially im-
portant so you don’t miss out on any of the great events coming 
up.   

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10154229605602536.1073742133.344178127535&type=1&l=59d24d3907
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10154229605602536.1073742133.344178127535&type=1&l=59d24d3907
mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
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Elaine Marsh to speak at our  

April Dinner Meeting at Belgrade Gardens 

 

Elaine Marsh, co-founder of Friends of Crooked River, is a Water-

shed Specialist for Summit Metro Parks.  She has received nu-

merous awards, including 2009 Woman of the Year Award from 

the Akron Women’s History Project. 

 

Elaine is involved in opening the entire length of the Cuyahoga 

River to paddling, as part of the Cuyahoga River Water Trail.  

Part of that work includes removing the Gorge Dam and 

“Freeing the Falls” which currently lie drowned under this mass 

of concrete. 

Her presentation will examine the interwoven story of the Gorge 

Dam, the Cuyahoga River and Gorge Metro Park.  It is a fasci-

nating tale of gravity and water, of scenic beauty and contami-

nation, and of competing economies.   

 

The dinner will be held at Belgrade Gardens. See page 9  or regis-

tration is at http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1594/

akron-sail-and-power-squadron-dinner-meeting/  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

Program Chair 

Kayaking race on the Cuyahoga – advanced techniques, not covered in our 
kayaking seminars! 

Lt Pat Robinson, S, (center) receives the "Art Bradbury" 
Award, given to an outstanding volunteer with less than three 
years membership.  She has been a tremendous asset to our 
Paddle Smart program! 

May 4 Meeting 
Learn about our Summer Boating Activities 

 

Our May meeting is, understandably, one of the best-
attended meetings of the year.  This is the time our 
“Rendezvous Chairs” present the details of each of our 
summer boating events, with photos, prices, maps, and a 
list of everything scheduled for that event/weekend. 
 
In 2017, our summer will be filled with exciting boating 
activities: 
 
May 26   Cruisin’ and Dinner-Portage Lakes 
June 2-4   Put-in-Bay Rendezvous 
June 24   Turkeyfoot kayak/paddleboard picnic 
June 30-July 9  10 Day Cruise – Middle Bass, Detroit  
     River, Lake St Clair                                                                                                         
July 15   Jet Ski Rendezvous – location TBD 
July 21-23  Vermilion Rendezvous 
August 4-6  District Rendezvous Middle Bass Isl 
August 18-20  Corn Roast Rendezvous, Battery Park  
September 8-10 Huron Boat Basin Rendezvous 
Several of these rendezvous will include kayaking fun  
 
Following that meeting, the rendezvous info is posted on 
Facebook for your reference  –  for example, see https://
goo.gl/91HL3L , which contains all the details on last 
year’s Put In Bay rendezvous.  It’s a great resource - like a 
“Cruising Guide” for that destination.   Even if you aren’t 
planning to participate in the rendezvous, you’ll learn a 
lot about visiting each location. 
 
The meeting starts at 7:30 PM, at the American Legion 
Hall, 1601 Front St, in Cuyahoga Falls, Thursday May 4. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN      

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1594/akron-sail-and-power-squadron-dinner-meeting/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1594/akron-sail-and-power-squadron-dinner-meeting/
https://goo.gl/91HL3L
https://goo.gl/91HL3L
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March Meeting - Reporting Requirements for  

US boats returning from Canada 

 

More than 50 members and guests attended our meeting. Our 

speaker was Officer Todd Stead, from US Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP), who discussed reporting requirements for 

pleasure boaters arriving in the US after visiting Canada. 

Every person entering the US from a foreign country must report 

– in person – to CBP – although some “Trusted Traveler” systems 

simplify reporting for US residents. 

 

One reporting system is the OARS (Outlying Area Reporting Sta-

tions), which uses a videophone at selected marinas on Lake Erie.  

Each person reports with their passport to the videophone, and a 

CBP officer on the end of the line can clear you.  Unfortunately, 

some boaters have had bad experiences with OARS, complaining 

about non-functioning videophones, or that no one answers. 

 

A partial list of those locations includes  

Put-in-Bay, South Bass Island: Cedar Point Marina, Cedar Point; 

Brand’s Marina, Port Clinton; East 55th Street, Cleveland; and 

Lagoons Marina, Mentor. 

 

Many boaters have been relying on the I-68, 

which pre-clears the boater and family members.  

When they return to the US, they call the CBP 

Office to report in.  Unfortunately, the I-68 pro-

gram has been terminated as of Jan 1, 2017.  

Officer Stead said that there are discussions 

about re-instating the I-68 program before the 

boating season.  If that happens, you can go to a 

CBP office in Port Clinton or Middleburg Heights 

(Cleveland Hopkins Airport) to apply and have an 

interview. 

Currently, other trusted traveler programs are available.  The 

NEXUS program is valid for 5 years and involves an interview 

with both US and Canadian Border Officials.  This requires travel-

ling to Buffalo or Detroit for the meeting.  See https://

www.cbp.gov/travel/trusted-traveler-programs/nexus 

 

An alternative is the Small Vessel Reporting System (SVRS).  This 

involves an interview with US CBP officers at their location in Port 

Clinton or Middleburg Heights.  Once you have been approved, 

you must file an electronic Float Plan, and file it within 24 hours 

of your departure time.  You will be required to call CBP upon 

your return to the US. 

 

There is a 90 page pdf guide to screen entry for the SVRS system.  

You can get it via search at cbp.gov or  https://

www. reginf o.gov /publ ic /do/DownloadDocument?

objectID=32515502 .  It looks pretty complicated to me! 

 

You can find information on all these systems at https://

www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers . In addition, 

vessels 30’ and over are required to have a US Customs sticker.  

Information on the sticker is at https://dtops.cbp.dhs.gov/main/#  

Officer Stead warned members to make sure they reach the 

cbp.gov site.  There are many companies (he used the word 

‘scammers’) that act as “middlemen”, charging additional money 

for services that CBP does not require. 

 

Members who are interested in more information can pick up 

literature left by Officer Stead at the American Legion Hall.  It  

will be available for you at our May 4 “Rendezvous” meeting. 

 

Finally, this shows the benefit of attending ASPS meetings – you 

receive timely information that is vitally important to Great 

Lakes Boaters! 

 

Respectfully submitted,  P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

CBP Officer Todd Stead (right) confers with Lt George Bleyle, N.  

https://www.cbp.gov/travel/trusted-traveler-programs/nexus
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/trusted-traveler-programs/nexus
https://www.cbp.gov/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/DownloadDocument?objectID=32515502
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/DownloadDocument?objectID=32515502
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/DownloadDocument?objectID=32515502
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers/cbbl
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers/cbbl
https://dtops.cbp.dhs.gov/main/


8 

United States Power Squadrons ® Akron Sail and Power Squadron           

 

Editor’s note:  The following was reprinted from TV-Channel 

NBC2, Ft Myers, FL   Bobby and Wendy Wilson, and their four 

daughters, are members of Akron Sail and Power Squadron.  

Their friends, Lt Bill Bartilson, JN, and his wife Ruth Bartilson, S, 

took the Great Loop in 2001, and inspired the Wilsons to make 

the same journey.  They bought the Bartilsons’ boat, “La Cigale”, 

and left Sandusky in August.   Last year before they left, Bobby 

took Seamanship and Piloting to help prepare for the adventure. 

At press time, they were on day 205 in Marathon, Fla 

 

FORT MYERS BEACH –  It started as a retirement dream for Bob-

by and Wendy Wilson. “Back in 2001, friends of ours did this 

Great Loop," said Wendy. "We kind of watched and lived vicari-

ously through their updates." 

 

Completing the "Great American Loop," a boating journey 

around the eastern United States, became an item on their buck-

et list.   "So we just thought, “Oh someday when we retire we’ll 

do that," said Wendy.  

 

The Ohio couple now has four daughters, including 5-year-old 

Mia, who was born with a critical congenital heart defect.   "We 

spent five years from one procedure, to the next procedure, to 

the next... in and out of the hospital," said Wendy.  Doctors said 

Mia would only have a 10 percent chance of surviving.  

"We don’t know how long we have with her. They said 20 

minutes. We’ve had five years," said Wendy. The hospital be-

came a second home.  The couple and their three other daugh-

ters lived in the Ronald McDonald house for nearly a year while 

Mia got stable enough to get home.  

 

Mia's situation gave Bobby and Wendy a different outlook on 

life. "Living in the hospital, living in the Ronald McDonald 

house... going through the things that we do on a normal basis -- 

it puts life in perspective," said Bobby.   "We kind of started talk-

ing in the past year and thought, "Man, let's do this now," re-

called Wendy. 

 

The Wilsons prepared for the Great American Loop but were 

careful not to get too excited. "We knew she had a big surgery to 

get through this past summer," said Wendy.  After the surgery, 

doctors gave Mia a 10-month clearance, the longest stability 

she'd ever had.  

 

"I think it had been maybe six weeks had been the longest time 

period that we had ever been between either an ER visit or an 

admission or a follow-up visit," recalled Wendy.  

 

Once given the green light, the Wilson's embarked on the water 

journey in mid-August.  "We... traveled around Michigan... came 

through the inland river systems... just kind of made our way 

around Florida and ended up here in Fort Myers Beach," she 

said.  

 

The couple and their four girls arrived in Southwest Florida in "La 

Cigale," the very same boat in which they watched their long-

time friends, Bill and Ruth, complete the loop in back in 2001.  

 

"They actually sold us the boat that we watched them do the 

loop on," said Wendy.  The family now shares their story and 

memories online, hoping to inspire others to take the plunge.  

 

"People can see from day one to present where we've been and 

what we've done," said Bobby.   You can follow the family on 

Facebook through their page Wilsons on the Water, and you can 

also track their physical route here.  "We’ve really enjoyed seeing 

some new places and experiencing some new stuff," said Bobby.  

 

Mia still requires special care on board. The family has Mia's 

medications shipped monthly to whichever marina they're vis-

iting.  "She’s still really sick... she takes about 50 doses of medi-

cation a day and breathing treatments," said Wendy. 

 

But her big smile is a sign, she's enjoying every second of the trip.  

"Going from pretty much confined... to going to this has been 

just really fun to watch," said Wendy.  "You wait for retirement, 

and sometimes you never make it," said Bobby. 

 

Watch a video story from Florida Channel 2 News: 

http://www.nbc-2.com/story/34307514/ohio-family-takes-

hospital-break-to-complete-great-loop 

The Wilsons at Florida’s Dolphin Research Center :  Back row:  Wendy and 
Bobby. Middle row:  Ella, Nina, and Anna May.  Front row:  Mia  

http://www.nbc-2.com/story/34307514/ohio-family-takes-hospital-break-to-complete-great-loop
http://www.nbc-2.com/story/34307514/ohio-family-takes-hospital-break-to-complete-great-loop
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ASPS Dinner Meeting 
Thursday April 6, 2017 

 
 

 

Belgrade Gardens, 401 East State Street, Barberton, 44203. 
 

Cocktails at 6:00  
Dinner at 6:30 

Entrée  - choice of: 
4 pieces mixed "Barberton Chicken" with 3 sides 

5 pieces Panko Breaded Cod Fish with 3 sides  
Large variety of sides available & you may choose them that evening.    

Coffee, soda, and iced tea are included.   Beer and Wine are available for purchase. 
 
 

Price $24. Sign up by April 3rd. 
 

Program:   Developing a Water Trail on the Cuyahoga River 
 

Speaker:  Elaine Marsh, Conservation Director for Friends of the Crooked River 
Learn about kayaking the river, and work to convert the entire 100 miles to a Water Trail. 

 

Friends of the Crooked River prepare another outing on the Cuyahoga 



 

Scuttlebutt 
 

Volume 27, Issue 4  April 2017.  
Published monthly by Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron.  Editor 
Janice Vitucci-Ehrman 
 
Deadline for articles is midnight on 
the tenth of each month.  
 
Please submit articles in Microsoft 
Word format  via email to: 
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
452 East Ave 
Tallmadge OH 44278-2018 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 
CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO 

PERMIT NO. 540 

April 
 
3 Boater’s Workshop 7-9pm 
 American Legion 
 
6 General Meeting 
 Dinner Meeting at Belgrade 
 Gardens 
 
20 Executive Meeting 
 
29 Spring Civic Project  on the  
 Steamship William G Mather . 
 
 
 
 
 

May 
 
4 General Meeting 
 Rendezvous Preview! 
 
18 Steak Fry 
 Lion’s Park, Cuyahoga Falls 
 
20-26 National Safe Boating  
  Week 
 
26 Cruisin’and Dinner 
 Portage Lakes  

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

