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Greetings All! 
 
In life you are supposed to 
strive to learn something new 
every day, right? 
 
Well let me share a recent dis-

covery – America’s Boating Club now has an App. 
At the 2021 virtual Annual Meeting there was a tu-
torial on “How to Use” and HERE is the link to the 
video which walks you through the installation and 
shows the features offered.  
 

Let’s hope many of us will have a use for it this 
year. 

 

Now for my next quest, Steve tells me I will need to 
up my First Mate skills to help dock the new boat 

we are looking at. Oh boy! 

Commander’s Message 
Cdr Lisa M. Thompson, AP 

 

April Birthdays 
 
 

01 Eugene Strine 

05 Bill Harris 

06 Lynda Leque 

08 Barrett Miller 

08 Michele Vandrak 

10 Judi Freedline 

10 Ric Sir Louis 

10 Jim Theriault 

11 Harold Hutzell 

19 Kerry Albanese 

21 Liana Mihalca 

25 Brent Kuwatch 

26 Coralee Logan 

26  Michael Titus 

29 John Wierzchowski 

 

https://www.usps.org/NMC/meetings/21VAM/2_ABC_Mobile_App_Showcase.mp4
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Executive Officer 
Lt/C  Tom Vielhaber, AP 

    Left, Bill and Tracy Peterson enjoy 
an evening with friends after a safe 
voyage to their destination. At right, 
Ken and Paula Conger participate in 
a winery tour on a rendezvous, 
fondly remembered!  
    Plans are underway for excursions 
like these for summer 2021. We all 
hope you will try to join us for some 
of the fun. It’s been too long!  
                                                   
           Photos this page: Joy Rice 

     A successful launch doesn’t 
end with that soft splash as 
our hulls meet the water. 
Many chores must be accom-
plished before our boats are 
ready for fun. But you know 
that already! Here, Dave Rice 
is ready for the roller furling 
mainsail to go on. Joy not only 
documented their boating fun 
in photos, she could always be 
found scrubbing, polishing and 
otherwise readying their sail-
boat for the next adventure. 
They have so many stories to 
share about boating through 
the years.  

 It looks like the minions 
are trying to squeeze me out 
of this page! Spring launch is 
a very exciting time, so I am 
glad to share space with 
photos that remind us of all 
the fun that’s in store for us 
this season.  
 But I did want to be sure 
to include a link to some of 

the recorded informational sessions from the An-
nual Meeting. I think  you will find them useful as 
you prepare for boating fun this summer. One ses-
sion you might find especially helpful is devoted 
to updated plans for Vessel Safety Checks. Follow 
this link to the complete list of sessions that you 
can view at your convenience: 
 

Annual Meeting Video Links 
 

  One of the benefits of virtual sessions is the 
opportunity to view and review them on your per-
sonal schedule.  
 Lt Mike Krebs, SN  has been busy  getting in-
formation, forms and stickers to VSC examiners. 
He also keeps track of all our Merit Mark hours 
and participates in ABC class testing. Thanks, 
Mike for all the time you give. 

https://www.usps.org/images/Exec/Nat_Meetings/2021VAM/2021VAMAgenda5.pdf
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H ello, fellow 
squadron 
members!  

 

I hope everyone is doing 
well and staying healthy. 
Spring has officially ar-
rived and for many of us 
it’s time to start that an-
nual ritual of preparing 

our various crafts for spring launch. Of course, part 
of that ritual is our Spring Rendezvous Preview 
Meeting in May. Unfortunately, with meetings still 
being online, this will be another virtual event.  I 
will be presenting more information about the 10-
day cruise/rendezvous, and I would like to get an 
idea of how many people are interesting in attend-
ing that rendezvous, either all of it or a portion. 
 

Other possible activities we are working on include 
the May Steak Fry, the annual PIB rendezvous in 
early June, a pontoon boat outing at Portage Lakes 
on a weeknight, a kayak trip on the Cuyahoga Riv-
er, and possibly a weekend in Vermilion. At this 
point we are still planning on the annual Corn 
Roast in August, and an end of the year rendezvous 
in September. Some things still remain up in the air 
due to Covid, but we’ll keep the membership ad-
vised as we are able to confirm events. 
 

I will keep this short and sweet this month, but I 
would like to put out a request for volunteers to 
help in the planning and/or running of these 
events. The “work” is not hard, and it is ALWAYS 
fun, as it gives you a chance to get to know your fel-
low squadron members better. As the saying goes, 
“many hands make light work”.  
 

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions, or suggestions: cell phone: 
216-346-9195, or email: oday23@aol.com. 
 

Please stay safe and healthy, and I look forward to 
seeing everyone soon. 

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 
  

Commander  
Lisa M Thompson,AP 

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

‘Executive Officer  
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

  

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
  

 Secretary  
Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, AP  

secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com 

 

 Heaven on Earth 
is shown riding the 
travel lift at Sandusky 
Harbor Marina where 
she  spent her Ohio 
winters. She now re-
sides in the Baltimore 
area, the year-round 
home to a young 
woman completing 
her studies nearby. 
Dave and Joy Rice 
have fond memories 
of their adventurous 
launches and exciting 
trips and rendezvous 
with ASPS and Harbor 
Bay Yacht Club. Thank 
you for sharing your 
photo, Joy. Look for 
more launchtime pic-
tures throughout the 

newsletter. 

mailto:treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com
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Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

 
 
 

 

We  are starting 
to wind down our current 
classes. One section of ABC 
will have completed the test 
by the time you read this, 
with the other no far behind. 
Our first stab at presenting 
the new Boating Handling 

course will also be complete, with everyone await-
ing the test results from National. Marine Naviga-
tion is a bit longer, but those students will be 
working on their take-home tests soon as well.  
 
With boating season approaching, we tend to do 
fewer educational programs until fall. There are a 
couple of exceptions. We are looking into trying 
ABC outdoors at Portage Lakes some evenings in 
May or June, trying to capture the boating crowd as 
they start the season, get their Vessel Safety 
Checks, and so on.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And of course the PaddleSmart program will be 
offered again in June and July, led by Bob Ball. Last 
year was wonderfully successful, so we hope that 
Covid-19 eases off this summer, leading people to 
come out of hibernation with a yen toward learn-
ing kayaking and paddle boarding. We have several 
members who want to get certified to help Bob 
teach these sessions, so we are waiting for the 
state to let us know when their training courses 
will take place. Between the ODNR grant and our 
own resources we will take care of the expenses 
involved in the training.  
 
In the meantime, we will finalize the fall, 2021, 
schedule and let you know what courses you can 
take starting in September.  
 
Happy boating! 
 
Chip 

Happy Daze has left the building!  
Sandy Vielhaber takes this same photo each 
year, gleefully anticipating the first ride of the 
season, from Craft Marine to Battery Park. 
Tom Vielhaber is ready to supervise the 
launch.  

 

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

General Meeting Presentation 

Thursday 1 April 7:30  

“Adventure or Misadventure?” 

 

Three Squadron Member Couples 

will share the Tale of one of their Most 

 Memorable Boat Outings  

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEETS: 

https://meet.google.com/aii-xwxv-yhg 

JOIN BY PHONE (US) +1 385-404-5348  

(PIN: 962451491) 

https://meet.google.com/aii-xwxv-yhg
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SPRINGFIELD, Va., March 15, 2021 – There are new 
engine cutoff device wear requirements for recrea-
tional boat operators as part of the January 1, 2021, 
passage of National Defense Authorization Act that 
included a U.S. Coast Guard Reauthorization. These 
devices, commonly referred to as engine cutoff 
switches (ECOS), are designed to prevent a boat-
strike injury if an operator is accidentally ejected 
overboard while under-
way. 
 

Engine cutoff devices can 
be located at the helm of 
the boat or on the tiller or 
body of an outboard en-
gine and typically con-
nect a boat’s operator to 
the cutoff switch with a 
lanyard. Some ECOS de-
vices eliminate the lan-
yard and rely on wireless 
proximity devices to shut 
down an engine if the op-
erator goes overboard. 
 

Effective April 1, 2021, the new law requires a ves-
sel operator to use either a helm or outboard lan-
yard or wireless ECOS on certain vessels less than 
26 feet when traveling on plane or above displace-
ment speed. These vessels include (1) boats that 
have a functioning engine cutoff device installed at 
the helm or on an outboard engine or have wire-
less ECOS, or (2) boats manufactured beginning 
January 2020. The Coast Guard increased the num-
ber of boats required to have ECOS installed after 
this date in an effort to reduce boating accidents 
and fatalities. 
 

Exceptions to the ECOS requirement include if the 
main helm of the vessel is in an enclosed cabin or 
the vessel is not operating on plane or at displace-
ment speed. Low-speed activities such as fishing or 
docking do not require use of an ECOS. The vessel  
 

operator is also exempt if the boat’s motor produc-
es less than 115 lbs. of static thrust – or about the 
size of a 2-hp engine. 
 

The new law applies to all federally navigable wa-
terways. As this is a federal law, states do not have 
the ability to enforce the new ECOS regulation — 
though seven states (Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Louisiana, Nevada, New Jersey and Texas) current-
ly have their own ECOS laws. BoatUS expects most 
states to amend their regulations to match federal 
law over the coming years. While boat operators 
who fail to follow the new requirement could face 
a $100 civil penalty for the first offense, BoatUS 
expects the U.S. Coast Guard’s initial focus will be 
education. 
 

Boaters are encouraged to check the U.S. Coast 
Guard website for additional information on this 
new ue requirement and other safety regulations 
and recommendations. 
 

“BoatUS supports responsible use of cutoff devices 
and wants to get the word out to boaters to be 
aware of this new requirement so they can pre-
pare,” said BoatUS Manager of Government Affairs 
David Kennedy. “We believe the new requirement 
allows recreational boaters to operate their vessels 
in a practical manner while increasing boating 
safety.” 
 

Kennedy suggests that boat operators double 
check to see that their engine cutoff switch is 
working and begin the season by getting into a 
good habit of wearing it. 
 

BoatUS News Room at https://www.boatus.com/
news-room/ 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Press Contact: D. Scott Croft, Vice President Public 
Affairs, 703-461-2864, SCroft@BoatUS.com 
 
 

 

New Boat Engine Cutoff  Switch Law Goes Into Effect April 1 
 

Boat US press release 
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Boaty McBoatFace 
 
Way back in 2016 (remember 2016?) Britain’s National Environment Re-
search Council was building a $300,000,000 polar research ship. Someone had 
a bright idea: let’s let everyone vote on a name … on the internet!  
 
Whoops. 
 
A radio host from the Channel Islands joked about the name Boaty McBoat-

Face. People jumped on board. They crashed the website. Boaty McBoatFace blew the competition out 
of the water. Letting everybody decide is dangerous — especially when the internet is involved. Just ask 
Hooty McOwlFace from Adopt-a-Bird. 
 
It was page one news. Would the name stick? You guessed it: the government Minister for Universities 
and Science scuppered the idea. (Leave it to a bureaucrat….) The boat was named the Sir David Atten-
borough. One of its autonomous submersibles was named Boaty McBoatFace instead. They sank Boaty 
— literally. 
 
So Boaty became a popular little yellow submarine. She dove down to see how water from the bottom of 
the Atlantic pours into the Southern Ocean. She looked for gas seeping through the floor of the North 
Sea.  Soon she’s heading to Antarctica. And schools can connect with Boaty in a Polar Explorers Program 
to encourage STEM education.  
 
You’d think people who run organizations would have learned a lesson. Nope. When the Minnesota DOT 
held a contest to name a snowplow, Plowy McPlowFace came in first. Did MDOT get cold feet? No! 
Plowy McPlowface is the new truck's name. (“Ope, Just Gonna Plow Right Past Ya” was right up there, 
though. Gotta love those Swedes.)  
 
We underestimate our need to have fun. Fun is a basic human need. Groups like ours are smart to make 
fun part of their plan. 
 
Also, leaders need to think hard about how we deal with people outside the organization. How do we 
engage them? Where are we keeping them at arm’s length? How can we reach people who share our in-
terests but never connected with us? Will we really let them take us in a direction we don’t expect? 
LEGO did it successfully when they realized there were actually adults building LEGO stuff who had 
been ignored by the company. Instead of rejecting the idea, they got behind those folks. Today you see 
adult LEGO kits, parts and creations all over the place.  
 
Boaty McBoatFace is a good teacher after all. Fun, too. 
 
-Richard McCandless, Chaplain 
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Skipper, 
 
 Last summer my wife and I spent the day on Lake Erie  
in our 35’ cruiser. In the afternoon the wind came up and the 
lake got rough. We headed into Sandusky Bay but as we 
passed the Sandusky breakwater light, one engine died. So, I 
kept heading up the Mosley Channel trying to make it back to 
our marina. As we were making the turn from the Mosley 
Channel into the Upper Straight Channel, the other engine 
died. We were adrift and unable to steer. I didn’t want to 
drop the anchor as we were in the middle of the channel. I 
opened the hatch to the engines and was able to change a fuel 
filter and get one engine started again but this took about 15 
minutes. Lucky no lakers were coming out.  
 
What should I have done?  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Dead in the Water 

************ 
Dear DitW, 
 
I’m glad to hear you made it back to the dock; that must have 
been a scary situation.  
 
The colregs defines a boat that has lost power and is drifting 
as a vessel ‘Not Under Command’ and ‘In Need of Assistance’. 
The term "vessel not under command" means a vessel which 
through some exceptional circumstance is unable to manoeu-
vre as required by these Rules and is therefore unable to 
keep out of the way of another vessel. The vessel Not Under 
Command designation affords the vessel right of way priority 
above all other vessels. However, the captain of the vessel 
Not Under Command is required to signal that they are in 
distress and lists the signaling requirement options (See 
87.01 Below). 
 
 As a vessel ‘Not Under Command’ and ‘In Need of Assistance’ 
all other vessels are required to keep out of your way but you 

need to make your situation known. You need to use one of 
the signals listed in 87.01 to let fellow boaters know your 
status. You also have a requirement to maintain a look-out to 
monitor traffic around you and you can use the VHF to com-
municate with larger vessels that may be approaching. I think 
it would have also been prudent to contact TowBoats US in 
case you were not able to get an engine going again.  
 
If you had been drifting out of the channel and in danger of 
going aground or striking an object it would have been pru-
dent to drop your anchor. Hopefully at that point you would 
have been out of the channel.  

 
§ 87.01 Need of assistance. 
 
The following signals, used or exhibited either together or separately, 
indicate distress and need of assistance: 
 
(a) A gun or other explosive signal fired at intervals of about a minute; 
 
(b) A continuous sounding with any fog-signaling apparatus; 
 
(c) Rockets or shells, throwing red stars fired one at a time at short inter-
vals; 
 
(d) A signal made by any method consisting of the group . . . - - - . . . 
(SOS) in the Morse Code; 
 
(e) A signal sent by radiotelephony consisting of the spoken word 
“Mayday”; 
 
(f) The International Code Signal of distress indicated by N.C.; 
 
(g) A signal consisting of a square flag having above or below it a ball or 
anything resembling a ball; 
 
(h) Flames on the vessel (as from a burning tar barrel, oil barrel, etc.); 
 
(i) A rocket parachute flare or a hand flare showing a red light; 
 
(j) A smoke signal giving off orange-colored smoke; 

 
(k) Slowly and repeatedly raising and lowering arms outstretched to each 
side; 
 

Skipper  continued next page 

Let’s Ask the Skipper 
 

Get your boating and sailing questions answered! 
 Send them to the Skipper: 

skipper@akronpowersquadron.com  

mailto:skipper@akronpowersquadron.com
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Continued from page 8  
 
(l) A distress alert by means of digital selective calling (DSC) transmitted 
on:  
         (i) VHF channel 70, or  
        (ii) MF/HF on the frequencies 2187.5 kHz, 8414.5 kHz, 4207.5 kHz, 
    6312 kHz, 12577 kHz or 16804.5 kHz; 

 
(m) A ship-to-shore distress alert transmitted by the ship's Inmarsat or 
other mobile satellite service provider ship earth station; 
 
(n) Signals transmitted by emergency position-indicating radio beacons; 
 
(o) Signals transmitted by radio communication systems, including sur-
vival craft radar transponders meeting the requirements of 47 CFR 
80.1095; and 
 
(p) A high intensity white light flashing at regular intervals from 50 to 70 
times per minute. 
 
 

Safe Travels 
Skipper 
 

Will this be a destination for you this season? 

 

Joe and Paula Weiland head to their marina after a suc-
cessful launch of Grace.  Will they enjoy a “docking beer” 
and one of Paula’s fabulous lunches, or get busy putting 
on the sails?                 Photo: Joy Rice 

Photo: Joy Rice 

Photo: Sandy Vielhaber 



10 

United States Power Squadrons 
®
 Akron Sail and Power Squadron           

 

 



11 

United States Power Squadrons 
®
 Akron Sail and Power Squadron           

 

 

 

 

 
We hope you enjoyed the launchtime photos in this issue. If you have photos of 
your own boat launch (past or present), please send them along for inclusion in the 
May issue of Scuttlebutt. Include your name, boat’s name, marina and storage 
facility name if you like. We would especially like to hear from you trailer boaters!  

-Editor 
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