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 Commander’s Message 
Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
   

     If you missed the Spring D7 
Conference hosted by Berea on 6-
8 April, you missed a really great 
time. Our own V/C Craig Fraser, 
SN was the Chief Commander’s 
representative. One of the most 

interesting seminars focused on the Cuyahoga 
River in Cleveland and the issues facing those 
freighters and large tour vessels traveling on 
the “Crooked River.” There was the pilots’ 
view from the bridge depicting how little he 
can see up close, off the bow. Many of the 
newer kayak and paddle board owners don’t 
realize just how dangerous those eddies 
created around the freighter can be until it’s 
too late. Pleasure cruisers also need to allow 
for the longer stopping distance required and 
difficulty maintaining control of those 
working vessels, especially around the many 
bends in the river. There has been a Coast 
Guard/ government/ private partnership 
formed to study problems and they are already 
implementing safety solutions that should 
benefit all of those ever increasing users of 
our waterways. 

P/C Sue Bell, P has attained 25 merit 
marks now making her a life member. Each 
merit mark isn’t that hard to obtain; just 
volunteer a few hours of your time toward an 
ASPS project, proctoring a class, or activity. 
You can choose to help wherever you like 
based on your own interests and talents. But 
then consider that Sue has accomplished this 
over more than 25 years of membership 
including serving as Commander the year P/C 
Jan Holmes, SN and I took our original ABC 
class. Now THAT is hard. Many 

Congratulations to Sue, she will be presented 
her award at an upcoming meeting. 

Akron won the G Francis Dobler Award 
which is based on membership and retention 
numbers. Because this is based on multiple 
areas of membership percentage, it’s 
somewhat difficult for our larger squadron to 
win over some of the smaller squadrons. But 
we have our not so secret weapon, P/D/C 
Brian Logan, SN working to keep Akron the 
largest squadron in Ohio and in the national 
spotlight. Akron was 1st runner up in the 
Commander’s Challenge competition, our 
website (thanks to Lt Sue Henry), and the 
Scuttlebutt Newsletter (special thanks to Lt 
Lisa M Thompson, P for her efforts) were all 
given recognition. Akron has also had 38 
years continuous 100% participation in the 
Education Fund.  

Akron had some of its members 
honored. The District photo contest was won 
by Andy Leffler, P with his unusually 
designed sailboat. Honorable mention was 
earned by D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN and Marie 
McConnell, S.  We aren’t sure how Lt Bob 
Mosey, S has time to boat himself, 
considering he is again a member of the 
Century Club which recognizes completion of 
more than 100 VSC’s in a year and he is 
nearly up to 2,000 total inspections. Good job 
to all of you, our ASPS members make all of 
us proud. 

We are well represented on the district 
bridge with D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN installed 
as Administrative Officer; D/Lt/C Janice 

Vitucci-Ehrman, P as Secretary; and D/Lt/C 
Liana Mihalca, SN as Treasurer. We know 
they will do an outstanding job conducting the 
business of District 7. 
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 Secretary Department 

   Lt/C Barb Rudolph, AP 
  
       It’s time to get the boat in the water, 
right?  As I write this, it’s mid-April and the 
furnace is on.  On a recent drive up to the 
lake, we found ice on the branches and 
rocks from the waves.  We noticed just a 
handful of boats as we drove past a few 
marinas.  I certainly hope that the weather 

becomes more seasonable as we move into May.   
     We have had three dogs 
that we have taken boating 
with us.  One of those dogs 
tolerated a boat ride, some-
times even would get in the 
bow and “lead the way”, if 
we stayed in the harbor at 
idle speed.  As soon as we 
got close to the end of the 
channel he’d head back into 
the cockpit and find a place 
to hide.  He hated it.  We 
would go to the beach and 
he didn’t want to jump in the 
water.  Boating with this dog became as painful for us as it 
was for him.  He is now the “stay at home” dog, but we still 
love him just the same.  A little over a year ago we got a 
puppy and have big hopes that she will be a boating dog.   
          With this dog, we learned that short trips are best to 

get them used to the boat and the water.  She does well on 

boat rides.  It is very important to have a plan if the dog 

jumps or falls overboard.  Cutting the engine immediately 

is key.   

         It is recommended that life jackets are worn by dogs.  

Even if your dog is a swimmer, he/she may tire, especially 

in adverse conditions.  When we first got life jackets for the 

older dogs they were a little hard to find and we had to 

order them online and had a small selection.  These days 

you can find them everywhere.  Most pet stores carry them 

as well as marine stores, and of course online.  Make sure 

they fit snug, but do not restrict the dog’s movement.  So-

phie had a pink polka dot life jacket last year but will need 

a bigger one this year.  Make sure you have sunscreen for 

the dog.  They get sunburn too!  It takes only a few minutes 

for Sophie’s nose to turn pink, with her white fine hair.  

There are many brands on the market just for dogs that 

don’t leave an oily film on their hair and have nothing to 

harm them.  We prefer a natural spray for ease of applica-

tion.  Add some self-clinging bandages to your first aid kit 

and make sure you have a pair of scissors.  An extra leash 

is also recom-

mended.  Make 

sure you have 

plenty of fresh 

water and keep 

him/her hydrated.  

We also keep a 

small crate on 

board just in case.  

Make sure to 

check regulations 

where you will be 

to ensure dogs are 

permitted.  For 

more information 

on dog safety, 

check out these 

websites vetstreet.com and humanesociety.org.  Happy 

boating! 

03 Abigail A Kuwatch  

04  Lt/C Barbara Rudolph AP 
06  Tom Hetteberg P 
08  Katherine T Kelley  
09  Darrin E Freeborn S 
10 Gene Foraker A5 
12 Eric J Steinel 
16 Stephen W France AP 
20 Karl W Brothers S 
20 Anthony Randazzo  
21  P/C Greg M Arnold JN 
21 Gunner J Stuart  
24  Cdr Margo Holmes AP 
24 Kenneth R. Lee  
25  Lt Pat Robinson S 
25  Lt Robert E. Mosey S 
29  P/Lt/C Thomas E Vielhaber AP 
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               Administrative Department 

      Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP 
    

    In addition to my Admin duties, this 
year I am coordinating the Jump Start 
program for ASPS. At District 7 confer-
ence we talked about the program at 
length and I’m getting pretty excited 
about it. The program matches an ASPS 

member with a new (or new to them) boat with an in-
structor who has experience with the same type of 
boat. After some preliminaries, the ASPS instructor 
puts together a two hour, on the water lesson plan 
that matches the needs of the member with a new 
boat. So, an experienced member goes on the water 
with a member who is new to his boat for some tai-
lored training on the subjects the member with the 
new boat wants. What a great concept and how core 
to our mission (and to me it also sounds like some fun 
on the water). To participate, the member wishing the 
training should contact me or anyone on the educa-
tion committee and apply. We get approval from the 
executive committee and start planning the training. If 
you have a new (or new to you) boat and would like 
some help getting started with it I hope you will reach 
out. And if you like to share your experience and skills 
let me know and we will get you on the trainer list. 
     I hope everyone is looking forward to the summer 
activities of the Squadron. I think we have a great set 
of rendezvous and other activities on tap. We are go-
ing to some new places (or new to me anyway). The 
rendezvous Chair People have been working hard to 
make the arrangements and we are counting on you 
to come and join us. While we’re thinking about activi-
ties, I would like to encourage everyone to give some 
thought to other activities that we should add to our 
yearly activities list. If you like to do something (either 
recreational related to the water or civic service) that 
you think other members would want to join in on, 
please consider suggesting an event.  
 

Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/C Greg Arnold, JN & Lt Sue Arnold, AP 
P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN & Patricia A Ball, S 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Thomas J Carrino, AP & Virginia L Pfile 
Lt James Ehrman, AP & P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 
Lt Sid Foster, P and Lt Linda Foster 
V/C Craig D Fraser, SN & D/Lt/C Liana F Mihalca, SN 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 

P/C Jan Holmes, SN  & Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
P/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN &  Martin Jones 
Lt Mike Krebs, JN and Lois Tennant 
Andy Leffler, P & Barbie Leffler, P 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Dave Rice, SN & Lt Joy Rice, AP 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
P/Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP & P/Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, JN 
Thank you for your support! 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2017 

      Scuttlebutt Boosters 

     Renewals are due by the Steak Fry on 
May 17th.  Being a booster helps defray the 
cost of publishing the Scuttlebutt.   

Donation is $25, and you will be listed in 
the Scuttlebutt every issue through May.  
We appreciate your support.  Forms will be 
available at both the April and May General 

meetings and at the Steak Fry.   

You can also drop your check and a note 
with how you wish you name to appear in 
an envelope and mail to ASPS c/o Rudolph, 
5811 Trystin Tree Dr  Medina, OH  44256. 

ASPS Bridge Officers 
 
 

Commander Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
(330) 644-5056 margoholmes@att.net 
 

Executive Officer Lt/C Steve Neumann, P 
(330) 608-6731 dockhopper711@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP 
(330) 620-5125 kevin.miller@akronpowersquadron.com  
 
 

Educational Officer Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
(330) 633-5291 aingram@kent.edu  
 

Secretary Lt/C Barbara Rudolph, AP  
(330) 472-6087 psbrudolph@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 

(330) 664-0871 mjbusta@roadrunner.com 

mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:mjbusta@roadrunner.com
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 Educational Department 

  Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
 

     Despite new rounds of snow  
showers every few days, boating 
season is approaching quickly. 
ASPS’ workshops are all done for the 
time being, ending with a very suc-
cessful presentation by Brian Logan 
on VHF radios, with an emphasis on 
Digital Selective Calling. By the time 

you read this, we should be wrapping up most of 
the ABC courses as well. Most of them were pretty 
small this year, with the biggest exception being 
Jan Holmes’ class at Portage Lakes (started with 
18! Way to go, Jan & Tom). Brian, as always, is 
busily recruiting new members from these classes, 
so help him out by grading exams and talking to 
the new graduates.  
 
     Just because many of our classes are winding 
down, it doesn’t mean that you have to stop learn-
ing about boating until Fall. Bob Ball is heading up 
four PaddleSmart classes on Wednesday evenings 
in June and July. Look for signup information at the 
ASPS website to learn more about kayaking and 
standup paddleboarding. You’ll spend an hour or 
so getting the background information followed by 
a couple of hours on the lake.  
 
     While you are on the website, check for  
information about the new JumpStart program 
headed up by Kevin Miller. That allows members 
to sign up for one-on-one instruction on the water 
with another member who has experience with a 
boat like yours. Perhaps you just purchased a new 
(or new-to-you) boat and need some guidance get-
ting her in and out of the slip or other tricky situa-
tions.  
 
     Finally, we should all remember that much of 
our best learning comes from less formal teaching 
situations. When we talk to ASPS members and 
other boaters or when we have on-the-water  
experiences that teach us something new about 
ourselves and our boats, we often get the longest-
lasting lessons. Let’s note those down so that  
staring in the fall, we can find ways to share our 
lessons with one another.  

 

   Exectutive Department 

     Lt/C Steve Neumann, P 
 

 
     This past weekend we were out 
working on the boat getting it 
ready for the season. We were  
enjoying the rare (around here  
anyway) warm weather and had 

the doors open on the garage. I noticed there were 
buds on the willow and maple trees looked like they 
were trying as hard as they could to sprout some 
leaves. Yep, we are getting some signs that we might 
eventually have spring in Ohio.  
     Taking a 
break from 
working on the 
boat I took the 
opportunity to 
do some spring 
cleaning around 
the garage and 
workshop and 
noticed that several of the neighbors had the same 
idea. I bet many of you have been doing the same 
thing. We all accumulate items that we thought we 
absolutely needed at the time we obtained them and 
now some of those prizes are in the way, collecting 
dust and a pain to move around. And we, being boat-
ers, have collected great boating stuff. For example, 
at some point I somehow acquired a FULL trash bag 
of life jackets for very small persons. At the time the 
grandchildren (in New Jersey) would fit into them 
nicely. The kids grew. Then I had a trash bag full of 
bobbers for Beluga fishing. We gave them away to 
others who could use them.  
     And for all of you, my friends, I have the solution 
to all of your agony and despair regarding your 
“extra” stuff. Any other agony and despair and you 
are on your own. Sorry, I have enough of my own  
agony and despair issues to deal with. Anyway,  
during your spring cleaning efforts gather those 
great items up and bring them to the annual steak 
fry and white elephant sale! It’s in Cuyahoga Falls at 
Lions Park. Look for the ad for it in this edition of the 
Scuttlebutt. Hope to see you all there! 
 

4 
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Annual Steak Fry  

and  
Nautical White Elephant Sale  

 
 Thurs May 17 

Lion’s Park in Cuyahoga Falls  

Bring your own drinks, plates, and cutlery. 
 
Doors open around 6, and start sizzling around 6:30. 
 
Price is $15 for adults. 
  
You can find the link to register on the ASPS web site.    
Don’t forget to say what you will be bringing, options 
include salads, veggies, and desserts.  
 
We will be holding a NAUTICAL WHITE ELEPHANT 
SALE/AUCTION after the dinner. 
 
Last year we had a wide variety of nautical items,  
including a pair of folding bikes that were the subject 
of an intense bidding war!  

 
 

      Looking for some April entertainment? You might enjoy the Progressive Catawba Island Boat 
Show held on April 27 through 29 at the Catawba Island Club in Port Clinton. The show will offer 
lots of boats of many kinds, a chance to see what's new in accessories, and maybe even a very 
good deal in a new boat. 

 
     Readers who might like to vacation in Erie, Pennsylvania will now find a 2018 Erie Adventure 

Guide waiting to help with planning. The free 80-page booklet offers coupons, a business direc-
tory, travel tips and suggestions, and listings of places to stay, shop, and play. For a copy, phone  

      814-454-1000 or e-mail info@visiterie.com.  

Boating Tips from Tidewater Tillie  
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LEARN TO PADDLE Paddle Smart® 
  

Introduction to Paddle Sports. Learn how to safely navigate the water with 
a stand up paddleboard or kayak. We will teach you about the different 
types of paddle crafts & the safety gear necessary to have onboard. We’ll 
show you how to use your paddle craft and the different paddling tech-
niques and safety practices. But mostly, we’ll teach you how to have fun 
safely. You may get wet, so bring a towel, a change of dry clothes, water 
shoes, sunscreen, a hat or visor, and a water bottle. 

 
Locations: 

Springfield Lake Senior Community Center 2491 Canfield Road Akron, Ohio 44312  
Craftsmen Park Portage Lakes 4450 Rex Lake Road Akron, Ohio 44319  

 
Members $25, non members $35. Payment by PayPal is required to register. 
Dates and times available http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/paddle-smart/ 
Boating and paddling are fun… We’ll show you how!  Questions?  Call P/D/C Robert Ball,  330-322-7975 

RATTLESNAKE ISLAND  

     It’s not likely that any News Herald readers have ever docked or stepped foot on Rattlesnake Island — an 84-

acre island about 11 miles northeast of Port Clinton — and there’s a specific reason for it. Rattlesnake Island is 

only accessible to the members of the Rattlesnake Island Club, about 60 people who own 15 private homes and 

exclusive lots on the island. The island’s golf course doubles as a landing field for small aircraft and there is a ma-

rina and a walking trail for residents. The cost to join is about $68,000 but you can gain membership only if a 

member quits and you’re brought in by a current member. 

The island is a serene and tranquil summer destination accessible only by boat or plane, and only with prior notifi-

cation. So for many residents and visitors to the area, the island seems to be a mystery in itself, including where 

its name came from. In the early 1900s, the island was covered in forest fringes and red cedar, broken up by out-

cropping beds of limestone, according to Lydia J. Ryall’s book “Sketches and Stories of the Lake Erie Islands.” 

Some believe the name came from how it looks when being view from Lake Erie’s waters, a elongated stretch of 

land with two islets — dots — known as the island’s “rattles.” 

Though others say the island derived its name from the illimitable amount of rattlesnakes that rendezvoused in 

and among the crevices and broken rocks. The fast-moving reptiles were known to be aggressive and covered the 

island completely. Ryall notes the warning that a man “couldn’t walk without treading upon three or four of the 

‘varmints’ at every step.” 

It’s possible the name comes from both its looks and its slithery inhabitants, of which only a few remain. Chances 

are many of us will never get to see the island ourselves, unless we win the lottery and then know someone who 

knows someone. Until that day, the serpent-shaped island is best visible from the top of Perry’s Monument in Put-

in-Bay on South Bass Island. 

  jdenton@gannett.com (Reprinted from the Port Clinton News Herald) 
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Thursday May 3  
“Rendezvous Meeting”! 

 
     Come to our Thursday, May 3 Rendezvous 
Meeting, one of our best-attended meetings 
of the year.  Our “Rendezvous Chairs” will pre-
sent the details of each of our summer 
boating events, with photos, prices, maps, 
and a list of everything scheduled for that 
event/weekend. 
     In 2017, our summer will be filled with ex-
citing boating activities: 
 
June 1-3 Put-in-Bay Rendezvous 
June 5-6 Rattlesnake Island Rendezvous 
June 23 Trailer Boat Cruisin’ and Dinner  

         Portage Lakes   
June 30-July 8 10 Day Cruise –  
   Pelee, Erieau, Port Stanley 
July 22 Jet Ski Rendezvous –  
        Sandusky Bay / River 
July 27-29 District Rendezvous, 
    Cleveland, Rock and Dock 
July 28 Portage Lakes Rendezvous  
        with AYC Steak Fry 
Aug 3-5 Sawmill Creek (Huron) Rendezvous 
August 18 Corn Roast –  
             Sandusky, Battery Park   
September 14-16 Port Clinton Rendezvous 
 
The meeting starts at 7:30 PM, at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall, 1601 Front St, in Cuyahoga 
Falls, Thursday May 3.  Here is a Facebook 
post about last year’s meeting – https://
goo.gl/M4SnCp  .  We also post details of 
each rendezvous on Facebook.  

 

The Value of Belonging  
to  

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
 
About half of our members renew their dues in June.  
You’ll get an email from nobody@usps.org – which may 
show up in your “junk mail folder”– or an email from me - 
reminding you of renewal. 
 
In addition to “hanging out” with a fun group of boaters, 
there are a number of benefits to belonging to Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron.  I tell many members of the ABC 
Class how I saved $300 a year in insurance when I 
switched to USPS insurance in the early 90’s.  They gave 
me discounts for the classes I took and for passing VSC 
inspection – to the tune of 23%. 
 
If you’re like 90% of our members who joined for educa-
tion, look at the full schedule of workshops and courses for 
2018.  This fall we’re offering Seamanship, Advanced Pi-
loting, Marine Electronics, and Instructor Development. 
   
Or, if you like the social aspects, check our calendar of 
nearly 30 boating and social activities.  
 
If that’s not enough, look at the full listing of “Member Ben-
efits” on the USPS web site, http://www.usps.org/national/
admin_dept/membenefits.htm .  Here’s a sampling: 
 

- USPS Boat Insurance – save up to 23% on  
insurance, depending on classes and VSC 
- Reduced Membership Dues with Boat US and all 
their programs  
- USPS Port Captains - a friend in every port 
- Discounts with Maptech and C-MAP 
- The Ensign® Magazine  
- 40% Discount from Soundings Magazine 
- Discounts on Nobeltec Navigation Software and 
Rose Point Navigation Systems 
- McGraw Hill On-line Store - Discounted Books  
- Discounts with Hamilton Marine, a Discount  
Marine Store  
- Rigid Boats - 10% discount  

 
 
Renewal is around $89 for single and $145 for a family.  
Considering all the other costs relating to boating, that’s a 
real bargain! 
 
Akron Sail and Power Squadron is “America’s Boating 
Club ®” 

https://goo.gl/M4SnCp
https://goo.gl/M4SnCp
mailto:nobody@usps.org
http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefits.htm
http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefits.htm
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Memories 

of  
Summer 

2017 

Kayak Picnic 
Portage Lakes 

Miller’s Marina 
Put-In Bay 

Corn Roast 

Mardi Gras  
Middle Bass Island 

Vermilion City Docks 

Ten Day Cruise 

Huron boat Basin 

2018 pictures to follow 
Insert good times here 
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Marine Radio Workshop  

The American Legion Hall was packed March 9 as P/D/C 
Brian Logan, SN, shared his experience with Digital Selec-
tive Calling (DSC) features on Marine Radios.  He gave nu-
merous examples and shared a “cheat sheet” to help guide 
users through the DSC procedures (the exact steps vary 
with each manufacturer).  Brian also explained the AIS 
(Automatic Identification System) that is available on some 
Marine Radios – a great safety addition. 
 
He left us with these recommendations: 

Get DSC Radio  -  International Type “D” 
Get MMSI  /  enter into radio 
Connect Radio with GPS / Chartplotter  
Enter Vessels in DSC Directory 
Become familiar with DSC features and operation 
Consider getting a radio with AIS capabilities 

Members who would like a list of member MMSI’s, email 
Brian at bats_wings@sbcglobal.net.  
 
These workshops are the result of hard work by the Educa-
tion Department.  Congratulations to our Past SEO Tom 
Vielhaber, AP, and members who put together workshops 
for this spring:   Lt Mike Krebs, JN; Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP; Lt 
Bob Mosey, S; and Brian. 

 

 
Students attending the VHF/DSC Workshop 

Welcome New Members! 
 
      Tom Pozza completed the Copley ABC 

Class and joined the squadron.  He is new to 
boating, just bought a 21’ Carolina Skiff 

with 115 HP outboard, which he will keep 
on Portage Lakes.  Naming it “Fins to the 
Left”, he may be familiar with Jimmy Buffet!  

Tom and his wife Kimberly live in Akron. 
 
     Past District Commander Garry 

Schroeder, SN, a member of Mansfield Pow-
er Squadron, just joined Akron as an Associ-

ate Member.  Garry and his wife Susan have 
a   Power Boat, “Still Hanging Loose”, which 
they keep at Bay Point.  Garry is District 7’s 

VSC Chair. 
 

     We will have about 35 graduates from 
our current crop of ABC students, so we 
hope to convert many to members.  Some 

have already come to our workshops and 
dinner meeting. 

     Please welcome our new members! 

   Twelve Years Ago… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Akron Power Squadron meeting May 4, 2006 – Akron’s 
P/D/C Bill Smith, SN (1996-97); Commander Robert 
Ball, SN, and District Commander Brian Logan, SN.     

mailto:bats_wings@sbcglobal.net
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 May 

 4 General Meeting 

 17 Steak Fry/ White Elephant Sale 

     June 

 1-3 Put-In-Bay Rendezvous  

 5-7 Rattlesnake Island Rendezvous 

 7 General Meeting 

 30-8 Ten Day Cruise 

     July 

 27-29 District Rendezvous 

 28 Portage Lake Cruise   

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

