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Let the Season Begin!! 
 

Annual Steak Fry  and   
Nautical White Elephant Sale  

  Thurs May 16 
Lion’s Park in Cuyahoga Falls  

 
Bring your own drinks, plates, and cutlery.  
Doors open around 6, and start sizzling around 6:30.  
Price is $15 for adults.    
 
Register HERE and chose what you will be bringing, 
options include salads, veggies, and desserts.   
 
 We will be holding a NAUTICAL WHITE ELEPHANT SALE/AUCTION after 
the dinner. Bring nautical donations to be auctioned. 

May 2 Meeting – Learn about our Summer Boating Activities 
 
Our May meeting is, undeniably, one of the best-attended meetings of the year (last year we had 60 attend).  This is 
the time our “Rendezvous Chairs” present the details of each of our summer boating events, with photos, prices, maps, 
and a list of everything scheduled for that event/weekend. In 2019, our summer will be filled with exciting boating ac-
tivities: 
 
June 7-9    Put-in-Bay Rendezvous (awaiting marina confirmation) 
June 9-16  Optional “Islands Cruise” after PIB 
June 21   Trailer Boat Cruisin’ and Dinner-Portage Lakes   
July 12-14  Vermilion Rendezvous – start of Optional 10-day Cruise 
July 14-21  10 Day Cruise – Vermilion, Rock ‘n Dock, Geneva, Edgewater YC, Huron 
July 19-21  Huron Rendezvous – join boats on Cruise 
July 21   Jet Ski Rally – Sandusky Bay / River 
Aug 3   District Cruise, Goodtime III - Kelley’s, Put In Bay, Sandusky 
August 24  Corn Roast – Sandusky, Battery Park   
September 13-15 Port Clinton Rendezvous 
 
The meeting starts at 7:30 PM, at the American Legion Hall, 1601 Front St, in Cuyahoga Falls, Thursday May 2. 
So – if you want to know everything about our summer events, we’ll have the experts there to answer your questions. 
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 Happy New Year!.. Well, that’s sort 
of the way I think of it. Obviously, 
we here in the United States cele-
brate our new year on January 1st 
and a wonderful celebration ensues. 
The Chinese celebrated their new 

year on Tuesday, 5 February 2019 and this year is the 
year of the Pig. They make a much bigger to-do during 
their celebratory period than we do here in the United 
States. They start the party 28 January, 2019 with “Little 
Year” which lasts until “Spring Festival” which is New 
Year’s Day on the 5th of February and lasts until the 19th 
of February. On the 16th of February they prepare for 
the “Lantern Festival” which is held on the 19th! Now 
that’s what I call a party!  
 
 We, as members of  Akron Sail and Power Squadron, 
celebrated our New Year at our annual Change of 
Watch on 16 February, 2019. We had a wonderful turn-
out and only a couple shy of the current record holder 
for COW attendance, P/C Jan Holmes, SN. I am quite 
comfortable in the shadow of a truly great friend and 
mentor.  
 
So, what will the New Year bring us? Well, almost all of 
the rendezvous are confirmed and ready to go! Lt/Cdr 
Lisa M Thompson, AP has taken the reigns from Lt/
Cdr Kevin Miller, AP and is already working on the de-
tails for them. We have more interesting and informa-
tive speakers for our dinner meetings who have excited-
ly agreed to speak for us than we can accommodate for 
the year! So, we already have speakers lined up for next 
year, which is an amazing thing. I guarantee more to be 
announced soon. 
 
I am very much looking forward to getting to know 
each and every one of you better this year and as always 
feel free to contact me anytime with questions, con-
cerns, improvement ideas or, just to say hello! My email: 
dockhopper711@gmail.com or you can call if you re-
quire a more urgent response at 330-620-5125. Both are 
published in the current roster along with my home ad-
dress. 
 
 
 

 SQUADRON MEMBERS COMPLETE  
USMA CAPTAIN’S ACADEMY 

 
 
 
Akron Squadron Commander Steve Neumann, AP and member 
Lt. Cliff Evans, AP have successfully completed Master-Captain 
100 (GRT) tonnage training, through the US Maritime Academy 
(USMA) in Cleveland. Both members are in the process of sub-
mitting an “evaluation” packet to the US Coast Guard. The appli-
cation (CG 719C) should ultimately lead to a national operator of 
vessels of less than 100 GRT Merchant Mariner, Master-Captain 
license. Their maximum passenger rating will be based upon 
their individual vessel gross registered tonnage as granted or ap-
proved by the Coast Guard. Together, both members attended 
and passed additional training and are requesting a “Towing En-
dorsement” which is also available to Master-Captains in accord 
with USCG regulations.   
 
The US Maritime Academy is a National level, USCG certified 
training academy, offering a variety of license and endorsement 
levels.  In Ohio, The USMA offers training classes in both the 
Cleveland and Sandusky areas. Captains who have graduated 
from the academy are presently working in many areas of the 
maritime community, including but not limited to; Miller Ferry, 
Lorain Port Authority, the Nautica Queen, Goodtime, Great 
Lakes Towing, Cleveland Marine Towing, Put-in-Bay Water 
Taxi, and Kelly’s Island Ferry. The present Master-Captain US-
MA course is eight (8) weeks long, and incorporates comprehen-
sive classes in Charting, Navigation General, Deck General, 
Deck Safety, Inland and International Rules (rules of the road), 
and Codified Federal Regulations (CFR). The qualifying five 
examinations complied with USCG regulations which allows for 
only 90% levels on several of the timed tests. As stated, both 
Neumann and Evans, opted for additional training and testing 
regarding their pending towing endorsements. More can be 
learned about the USMA by visiting their national or local web-
site. 
 
Neumann and Evans both agree the USMA classes were inten-
sive and required hours of out of class reading, study, preparation 
and problem solving. They were instructed using a full scale 
chart of the Chesapeake Bay Entrance (12221 TR-Virginia) and 
were provided with instructional materials by the USMA. Mem-
ber Cliff Evans began his bucket list goal two years ago in prepa-
ration for the Academy.  Evans attended classes sponsored and 
taught by the Squadron, which included the ABC, Seamanship, 
Electronic Navigation, Engine Maintenance, Piloting and Ad-
vanced Piloting courses. Commander Neumann also attended the 
squadron’s Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced Piloting and Cruise 
Planning courses. Both members agree the educational founda-
tion they gained through the squadron courses provided the solid 
prerequisites for the academy training program. According to 
Commander Neumann, the USPS instruction was invaluable. In 
addition to his USMA graduation, Commander Neumann joined 
the International Ship Masters Association (ISMA). The ISMA 
has been in existence since the late 1800’s.  
 
Let’s wish both of them luck while going through the Coast 
Guard evaluation process.          
 
- Contributed by Lt Cliff Evan, AP   

 

mailto:dockhopper711@gmail.com


3 

United States Power Squadrons
®
 Akron Sail and Power Squadron             

 

   

 

We had a good crowd for the April 4 dinner 
meeting at the Spaghetti Warehouse. Every-
one seemed to have a good time. The speak-
er, Eric Brothers editor of the book When 
Giants Roamed the Sky,  gave a very interest-
ing presentation regarding the development 
of lighter than air ships and the role Akron 

played in their history. Thanks to P/D/C Brian Logan SN 
for arranging for to have Eric speak. 

 

The D-7 Conference in Inde-
pendence is behind us but 
thanks to the many Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron members, 
it was a great success. I would 
strongly recommend that any-
one who wants to learn more 

about and / or get more involved with the squadron consid-
er attending the Fall Conference. Remember, it is your 
squadron and you are needed to ensure it continues to pro-
vide service. 
 

We are getting ready for this year’s Vessel Safety Checks. 
Please plan to have you boat checked this year, we will be 
sending out information regarding times and places to get 
the inspections.  It is really helpful to have the inspection to 
help you get your boat ready for the season. Lt Bob Mosey 
S does a great job with the program. Thanks Bob.  
 

Lt Alice Miller, P arranged for the squadron to help 

prepare the Steamship William Mather again for sum-

mer visitors. Speaking of the Mather, the Great Lakes 

Science Center invited the volunteers from last years 

cleaning crew to lunch two weekends ago at the center. 

It was a very nice lunch and awards presentation. Ak-

ron Sail and Power Squadron was recognized for con-

tributing more than 50 hours of labor last year to the 

GLSC.  
 

     
 

Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN & Patricia A Ball, S 
P/C Marty Beech, SN 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Thomas J Carrino, AP & Virginia L Pfile, P 
Lt Sid Foster, P and Lt Linda Foster 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 

P/C Jan Holmes, SN  & Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
Andy Leffler, P & Lt Barbie Leffler, P 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Tom McFate, AP 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
Wilson Family 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2018 - 19 

Executive  Officer 
Lt /C Kevin Miller, AP ASPS Bridge Officers 

 
 

Commander Lt/C Steve Neumann, AP 
(330) 620-5125 dockhopper711@gmail.com 
 

Executive Officer Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP 
(330) 608-9675 kevinmiller@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP 
(908) 410-5916 sophie3019@yahoo.com 
 
 

Educational Officer Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
(330) 633-5291 aingram@kent.edu  
 

Secretary Lt/C Barbara Rudolph, AP  
(330) 472-6087 psbrudolph@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Lt/C Linda Foster 
(330) 472-5607 lindafoster732@gmail.com 

Editor’s Note:  

You too could have an article published in this 

very newsletter. Submit your story or nautical tip 

to sophie3019@yahoo.com labeled Scuttlebutt. 

mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:lindafoster732@gmail.com
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    It happens every year about this 

time: the ASPS education season 

comes to an end and the boating 

season begins (well, after the 

scrubbing, painting, etc. season 

anyway). This winter and spring 

we presented four sections of 

ABC3 and three ASPS-member courses, as 

well as three workshops.  

 

Unfortunately, our ABC3 course offerings 

have been falling in enrollment over the past 

few years. We have formed an ad hoc commit-

tee to look into all aspects of the course and 

generate ideas for improving it and producing 

higher enrollments. The official members of 

the committee are Chip Ingram, Jim Rudolph, 

Lynne Allison-Jones, Richard McCandless, 

Andy Leffler, and Barb Thacker. In a larger 

sense, however, we are ALL part of this effort. 

Please contact me or other members with your 

ideas. It’s particularly useful to get them by 

email or other written form, so that we don’t 

forget! They don’t have to be fully-formed, just 

some ideas about how to organize, present, 

schedule, publicize, or otherwise improve the 

course and its enrollment. Let’s keep promot-

ing safe boating through this course and per-

suading its graduates to join the squadron.  

 

The Piloting course and the Cruising and 

Cruise Planning course will be just about done 

by the time you read this. Good luck to every-

one on the exams! JN will soon be on its sum-

mer hiatus to allow everyone the chance to 

take their sights and get ready to finish up in 

the fall.  

 

The most recent workshop was on Weather 

Apps. For it, I reviewed dozens of apps availa-

ble online for your phone, tablet, or computer. 

I didn’t find or review them all, however, so I 

asked the workshop participants for their in-

put, and I’m asking you, too. If you have a fa-

vorite weather app (or three), then go to 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3MXR2CX 

and tell me about them. I promise to make the 

full list, along with some information about 

each one available on the members-only por-

tion of the ASPS website. In the meantime, 

here’s what the workshop looked like:  

 

 
 

For those of you who want to keep learning 

about boating, don’t forget the USPS educa-

tional videos. You can find them at https://

americasboatingchannel.com/ This has short 

videos on a variety of topics and is updated 

frequently. You should also look for the Pad-

dleSmart courses this June and July, if you 

want to start (or improve in) paddle sports. 

Finally, we are putting together the course 

schedule for next fall. We intend to include 

Seamanship, Boat Handling (the new Sea-

manship), JN (second half), Sail, Marine Com-

munications Systems, and Weather, for a full 

schedule to end 2019’s boating season. Look 

for details before too long.  

 
  

  

Education Officer 
Lt /C Chip Ingram, SN 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3MXR2CX
https://americasboatingchannel.com/
https://americasboatingchannel.com/
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 With this writing, the boating 
season has begun, or at least the prep 
part.  Did you ever think the winter 
would break and the weather would 
start cooperating?  When planning 
what needs done and when it was 

going to be done one thing that always comes up 
and often gets forgotten is the first aid kit.  Is yours 
up to date?  You can pick up a basic first aid kit at 
any store for not too much.  Is it enough?  Probably 
not a bad idea to throw in a standard size bottle of 
pain reliever, or maybe something for sunburn, but 
have you ever thought of these items: 
 Alcohol pads – sure you might have one or two 
in you kit but if you get ink on your vinyl seats will 
a couple of tiny alcohol pads do the job, if you get 
to it quick. 
 Shears – not just scissors be heavy duty shears.  
Those are great to cut thick rubber as in a wake 
board if you need to help an injured skier or maybe 
a line in a hurry without risking injury by using a 
knife. 
 Glue – Glue? Yes, glue.  If you have a shark bite 
from those big Lake Erie sharks, or just a cut that 
needs a little help staying closed.  You can use a cy-
anoacrylate glue when you are in the middle of the 
water by pinching the cut together and applying the 
glue. 
 Antihistamine – it’s not just for allergies, an 
antihistamine like Benadryl will come in handy if 
there’s a bite or string followed by inflammation. 
 Baking Soda – not only can you make a paste to 
use as a drawing paste for insect bites, but it also 
relieves skin irritations.  It can be used for heart-
burn relief, toothpaste, or to make your own deo-
dorant. 
 Cutting pliers – just in case there’s a fish hook 
that makes its way into flesh.  Cut off the barb and 

pull the hook back through. 
 Duct tape and diapers – together these make 
good dressing for larger wounds.  Packaged diapers, 
of the cloth variety, are cleaner and more sanitary 
than a T-shirts and can be held in place with duct 
tape.  There may be other uses for the duct tape, 
like placing it over a splinter to pull it out.  The dia-
pers can be laundered and stored in Ziploc bags.   
Another thing to consider is if you have guests 
aboard make sure they have any specialty item they 
may need such as an Epi-Pen if they may need one.  
  
Don’t forget, May is Scuttlebutt Booster month.  
Envelopes will be available at the general meeting 
on May 2nd.  You don’t want to miss that meeting to 
learn all about the upcoming rendezvous season. 
Until next month, happy boat prepping! 

 
 

  

Secretary Department 
 Lt/C Barb Rudolph, AP  

https://americasboatingclub.org/education-matters/in-person-boating-education/seminars
https://americasboatingclub.org/education-matters/online-boating-education/
https://www.glccschool.com/open-classes
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Yes, GPS apps make you worse at navigating – but that’s OK 

Jennifer M. Bernstein 
Lecturer of Spatial Sciences, University of Southern California – Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences 

 

Many of us have had the experience of arriving in an unfamiliar city and needing to get to a specific 
destination – whether it’s checking in at a hotel, meeting a friend at a local brewery, or navigating to 
a meeting on time. 

With a few clicks of the smartphone, the destination is inputted into a navigational app, with cus-
tomized route preferences to avoid traffic, tolls and, in cities like San Francisco, even inclines. Anxi-
ety abated, one drives to one’s destination via voice prompts and the occasional illicit glance at the 
constantly updating map. 

But, after having arrived safely, there is the vague awareness that we don’t know how we got there. 
We can’t remember the landmarks along the way, and, without our handheld device, certainly 
couldn’t get back to our origin point. That raises the larger question: Are the navigational capacities 
of our smartphones making us worse navigators? 

Research points to yes. But, given the ubiquity of these devices, as well as their ability to enable par-
ticular groups, perhaps we should learn to embrace them as a technological prosthetic. 

Worse at finding our way 

All cultures practice wayfinding – sensing one’s environment for barriers to travel, then navigating 
spatially to a remote destination. 

Geographers (like myself), psychologists, anthropologists and neurologists have all studied how in-
dividuals navigate from point A to point B. In a landmark 1975 paper, psychologists Alexander 
Siegel and Sheldon White argued that people navigate via their knowledge of landmarks against a 
larger landscape. New navigational routes are discovered via the linking of familiar landmarks with 
new ones. 

For example, Inuit people, faced with snowy, topographically uniform landscapes, are attentive to 
subtle cues like snowdrift shape and wind direction. Until the advent of GPS devices, those cultures 
had no cultural conception of the idea of being lost. 

Research has established that mobile navigational devices, such the GPS embedded in one’s 
smartphone, make us less proficient wayfinders. Mobile interfaces leave users less spatially orient-
ed than either physical movement or static maps. Handheld navigational devices have been linked 
to lower spatial cognition, poorer wayfinding skills and reduced environmental awareness. 

People are less likely to remember a route when they use guided navigation. Without their de-
vice, regular GPS users take longer to negotiate a route, travel more slowly and make larger naviga-
tional errors. 

While physical navigation and static maps require engagement with the physical environment, guid-
ed navigation enables disengagement. 

https://theconversation.com/profiles/jennifer-m-bernstein-571716
https://doi.org/10.1162/105474698565677
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1101663
https://www.abebooks.com/9780888544278/Arctic-Sky-Inuit-Astronomy-Star-0888544278/plp
https://doi.org/10.1086/432651
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0026553
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.compenvurbsys.2009.01.004
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.compenvurbsys.2009.01.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhcs.2018.04.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhcs.2018.04.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2007.09.002
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(Continued) Expanding the view  

However, that doesn’t mean mobile navigation is all bad. A blanket demonization of these devices 
may be a form of “ethnonostalgia,” where we find ourselves sentimental for an imagined simpler 
place and time. Technological advances, historically, have liberated humans from toil and suffer-
ing. 

Further, many of our experiences are mediated through technology. Drivers use cars, hunters use 
guns, and many of us are constantly on our smartphones. In short, as sociologist Claudio Aporta 
and ecologist Eric Higgs put it, “Technology has become the setting in which much of our daily 
lives take place.” 

In his seminal 1997 article, geographer Robert Downs argues that spatial technologies need not re-
place geographic thinking, but rather serve as a prosthesis, supplementing our spatial awareness. 
The increased access to information gives people a new way to quickly and easily explore new land-
scapes – which can then lead to physical exploration of said landscapes (many of my fellow map 
nerds do this all the time). We can then focus less on the rote memorization of place names in favor 
of a deeper understanding of the topography. 

While research shows that use of handheld navigational devices can lead to lower spatial 
knowledge, that may not necessarily be the device’s fault. Those most likely to use guided route 
navigation are already the least confident in their own navigational capabilities; further use of navi-
gational devices leads to a negative feedback cycle, where people become more reliant on their de-
vices and less spatially aware. 

What’s more, for some groups, these devices are enabling. Handheld navigational devices can now 
enable independent wayfinding by those who are sight-impaired. While not without their draw-
backs, handheld navigation can empower those with spatial orientation challenges, be they real or 

The Value of Belonging to Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
About half of our members renew their dues in June.  You’ll get an email from “Member Services” – which may show 
up in your “junk mail folder – or an email from me - reminding you of renewal.  
In addition to “hanging out” with a fun group of boaters, there are a number of benefits to supporting to Akron Sail and 
Power Squadron.  I saved $300 a year in insurance when I switched to USPS insurance in the early 90’s.  They gave 
me discounts for the classes I took and for passing VSC inspection – to the tune of 23%. 
If you’re like 90% of our members who joined for education, look at the full schedule of workshops and courses for 
2018.  This fall we’re offering Seamanship, Sail, Marine Communications, and Weather.   
Or, if you like social activities, check our calendar of nearly 30 boating and social events.  
If that’s not enough, look at the full listing of “Member Benefits” on the USPS web site, http://www.usps.org/national/
admin_dept/membenefits.htm .  Here’s a sampling 

USPS Boat Insurance – save up to 23% on insurance, depending on classes and VSC 
Reduced Membership Dues with Boat US and all their Programs  
USPS Port Captains - a friend in every port 
Discounts with Maptech and C-MAP 
The Ensign® Magazine  
40% Discount from Soundings Magazine 
Discounts on Nobeltec Navigation Software and Rose Point Navigation Systems 
McGraw Hill On-line Store - Discounted Books  
Discounts with Hamilton Marine, a Discount Marine Store  
Rigid Boats - 10% discount  
 
Renewal is around $89 for single and $ 145 for a family.  Considering all the other costs relating to boating, 
that’s a real bargain ! 

https://doi.org/10.1086/432651
https://doi.org/10.1086/432651
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9671.1997.tb00019.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhcs.2018.04.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhcs.2018.04.006
https://doi.org/10.1162/105474698565677
http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefits.htm
http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefits.htm
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Welcome New Members ! 
Tim and Diane Vandersall, of Hartville, joined to take our Piloting (Marine Navigation) course.  About a 
year ago, they learned about ASPS from our “Lake Erie Cruising” Meetup group, and have come to sever-
al meetings.  They have a 19’ fishing boat and two jet skis, but are planning to get a trawler and do the 
Great Loop. 
 
Jim Theriault has a 40’ Silverton Power boat “It's R Life”, in Foxhaven Marina.  He is also taking the 

“Marine Navigation” Class.  This is Jim’s 2nd year boating.  He and his wife Renee live in Kent. 
 
George Salcewicz, of Stow, came to our “History of Sailing” meeting in November.  He just 
bought 28’ Beneteau sailboat, “Take Five”, and will keep it at Cleveland, East 55th Street Mari-
na.  George has come to several other events, and is taking “Marine Navigation” and ABC at Ra-
venna.   George is also a member of “North Coast Sailing Singles.” 
 
Tom Bardar, of Wadsworth, is a member of Freedom Boat Club, which allows him to sign-out a 

20+ open powerboat for the day (and in some circumstances overnight).  Locations for Freedom club 
include CIC and Huron.  He is taking “Marine Navigation, and joined after the Copley ABC Class.  
 
Jim  and Judi Freedline, of Macedonia, have a Carver 350 Mariner at Sun Rise, named “Go Figure”.  Jim 
completed the Ravenna ABC class.  They are also interested in our Jump Start” program this summer. 
 
Ray Labuda and Susan Hoyt , of Akron, have a condo near Traverse City, Mich, and have a 23’ power boat 
at their condo dock.  Ray completed the Cuyahoga Falls class. 
 
Please welcome these new members of Akron Sail and Power Squadron !  

Akron Sail And Power Squadron Recognized By Great Lakes Science Center 
 

Eight representatives of Akron attended the Great Lakes Science Center's Volunteer 
Recognition brunch on Sunday, April 7.   
 
Akron received a certificate of ap-
preciation for the 93 hours of vol-
unteer work on the Mather during 
2018. 
 
Attending were event chair Alice 
Mlller and her husband Kevin, 
Clive Moggeridge with his wife 
and two daughters, and John 
Trutza and his grandson. 
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April Dinner Meeting – “Airships – When Giants Roamed The Sky”  

About 60 members and guests attended our dinner meeting Thursday, April 4th, at the Spaghetti Warehouse in Akron.    
Our speaker was Eric Brothers, editor of When Giants Roamed The Sky: Karl Arnstein And The Rise Of Airships From Zep-
pelin To Goodyear, by Dale Topping. This book tells the story of how Akron became a center for development for the 
U.S. Navy’s giant dirigibles in the 1920s and ’30s, and the birthplace of more than 300 blimps from World War II to to-
day. 
There was a period of time when airships offered the promise of luxury travel, crossing the Atlantic in half the time of 
luxury liners of the era.  World War II saw the advent of smaller airships, used mostly for costal patrols in the US.   Dur-
ing the war, more than 100 surveillance airships were produced at Goodyear.  The burgee of Akron Sail and Power 
Squadron (founded in 1939) features a blimp flying through a ship’s wheel – based on that war effort. 
 Eric’s presentation also detailed the engineering effort that created Akron’s landmark Airdock and work toward the 
dream of building a fleet of luxury passenger zeppelins for transatlantic air travel.  
During the Q and A after Eric’s presentation, ASPS member Bob Ashley remembered that past ASPS member Kurt Bauch 
was involved in the early days of Goodyear’s design work.  Eric confirmed that Kurt was one of the “twelve disciples,” 
twelve engineers that Arnstein brought from Germany in 1924.  Kurt joined Akron Power Squadron in the ‘50’s and was 
a member until the ‘80’s.  He completed all the classes that the Power Squadron offered, earning the grade of Senior 
Navigator. 
The Director of the University of Akron Press, Dr Jon Miller, was also on hand, and brought copies of the book, which 
were available for purchase and signing after the program. 

“Weather App” Workshop Held April 1 
 

SEO Chip Ingram, JN, taught our “Weather App” workshop, at the 
American Legion Hall, 1601 Front St. Cuyahoga Falls, on April 1.  
Chip reviewed about 40 different “apps” preparing for this session .  
 
Chip suggested some features that he found helpful: 

Ability to add locations (site for the forecast, like Port Clinton, 
Sandusky Bay, Huron, etc) 

Ability to set and control alerts (i.e., “small craft advisory”) 
Ability to set units (mph vs knots, barometric pressure, etc) 
Ability to layer information on maps  

 
He evaluated forty apps in a matrix that included weather location, hourly forecast, long term forecast, radar, 
synoptic map, and the ability to access historic data.  He found many apps had nice graphics, but didn’t have 
very valuable information – at least for boaters. 
 
Almost all the apps had a free version, with most offering “improved” options costing less than $5-10, which 
added features and eliminated ads.  In most cases, in the free version, the ad was shown off to the side, and not 
on top of the forecast data. 
 
If you’d like to help out, take a short survey and tell us what weather app you use: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/3MXR2CX   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3MXR2CX
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3MXR2CX
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 May 

 2 General Meeting  

 16 Steak Fry 

 

 June 

 6 General Meeting  

 7-9 PIB Rendezvous 

 21 Boat Cruise and Dinner-Portage Lakes 

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

