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 Recall a Relaxing Rendezvous!  
 

In 2017, ASPS members spent ten days aboard their boats on 
a voyage up the Detroit River to Lake St. Clair. The weather 
was splendid, the company outstanding, and the memories 
cherished. The Island Hopping rendezvous planned for the 
upcoming season may not venture as far, but you can be sure 
of memories to cherish with companions you’ll never forget.  
In this issue, you’ll find more photos from that memorable 
trip, which was organized and planned by Dave and Joy Rice.  
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Commander’s Message 
Cdr Lisa M. Thompson, AP 

 
 
 

 

 

Greetings Squadron Members - 
Some important tidbits to share 
with you: 
 

1 - Reminder - General Meeting 6 
May at 7:30 - traditionally this is the 
Rendezvous Meeting when we talk 
about the upcoming events for the 
boating season, I am adding a spe-

cial twist to the presentations so you won't want to 
miss this one! More information will follow. Look for 
photos of  a rendezvous from the not-too-distant past 
throughout this issue. 
 

2 - We need a head count for the Put-in-Bay Rendez-
vous scheduled for 4-6 June so reservations and men-
us can be made - 12 docks are available and a fantas-
tic dinner is planned for Saturday night for anyone 
who would like to attend. Kindly contact Bob Ball di-
rectly to state your intentions. 
 

3 - D7 is holding a Reverse Raffle! I have tickets num-
bered 21-40.  The plan is for you to pick the ticket 
with your lucky number on it and I will put your 
name on  it. Then you mail your check as asked on the 
flyer (see page 8). For added excitement WE will pick 
one ASPS ticket at random to receive a $50 Visa gift 
card. Drawing will be held after dinner on 5 June at 
Put-in-Bay. Some of the funds raised will help defray 
D7’s expenses when our own Craig Fraser becomes 
Chief Commander. D7 will host a room at the National 
Meeting in Craig’s honor.  
 

4 - The next executive committee meeting, 20 May 
2021 will be held at the Legion Hall. It will be a hy-
brid meeting: on-line or in person, your choice. More 
info to come. 
 

Got questions? I have answers. 
 
Cdr Lisa M Thompson, AP                    908-410-5916 

03  Jim Ehrman 

03  Abigail Kuwatch 

04  Barb Rudolph 

06  Mark Rosetta 

08  Erin Hirsch 

09  Tracy Cummins 

10  Gene Foraker 

16  Steve France 

21  Greg Arnold 

24  Margo Holmes 

24  Kenneth Lee 

26  Richard Kunig 

29  Tom Vielhaber 

May 

Detroit River/ Lake St. 
Clair Cruise, July 2017 
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Executive Officer 
Lt/C  Tom Vielhaber, AP 

 
Some of my boating friends 
have been able to complete 
their pre-launch tasks and are 
ready for that first splash! Con-
gratulations to all who are in 
the water, or ready to go! 
Whenever you take that first 
ride of the season, I hope you 
find it as special as we do. Sum-
mer fun is just ahead. 
 Speaking of boating 
friends, I’d like to offer congrat-

ulations to our ASPS friend and associate member, 
newly installed Cdr Gilbert Lorenzo, AP, of Vermilion 
Sail & Power Squadron. Before moving to Vermilion, 
Gilbert was an active Akron member. He was responsi-
ble for many fine photographs published here and 
throughout the district. We wish you all the best, Gil-
bert and Vermilion.  
 You can see one of Gilbert’s photos in this issue of 
Scuttlebutt, as we showcase the Detroit River/Lake St. 
Clair rendezvous of 2017. We want to get you in the 
mood for all the summer fun you may 
have missed last year. Come to the May 
general meeting and see what is in store 
for this season. The minion’s photo  
caught me relaxing on Lake St. Clair. 
  
  

May 6 Online Meeting  
Learn about our Summer Boating Activities 

 
 In the pre-covid days, our May meeting was one of 
the best-attended meetings of the year, attracting up to 60 
people.   This is the time our “Rendezvous Chairs” present 
the details of each of our summer boating events, with 
photos, prices, maps, and a list of everything scheduled 
for that event/weekend. 
 Last year, our May meeting moved online, and in-
stead of talking about rendezvous, we had a guest speaker 
from ODNR presenting "Ohio Boating During the Summer 
Of Covid."  For the most part, the summer of 2020 was a 
“do-it-yourself” kind of year. 
 We may not be out of the woods yet, but this summer 
looks like it may be open for exciting boating activities.  
As we go to press, we haven’t been able to firm up all the 
details, but tentatively, here’s what it looks like: 

 

Rendezvous at Put In Bay, Vermilion, Huron, Middle 
Bass (D7), and Cedar Point.  A 10-day cruise includes 
the Huron and MBI weekends, with stops at Kelleys 
and Put-In-Bay in between.  A pontoon outing 
(Portage Lakes), Corn Roast (Sandusky) and a couple 
of kayak events – not to mention four “PaddleSmart” 
kayak seminars. 

  

 See photos from past meetings at https://
goo.gl/2UahGf .  Following the meeting, the rendezvous 
info is posted on Facebook for your reference – for exam-
ple, see  https://goo.gl/4LjV7P   , which contains all the 
details on a Put-In-Bay rendezvous.  It’s a great resource - 
like a “Cruising Guide” for that destination.   Even if you 
aren’t planning to participate in the rendezvous, you’ll 
learn a lot about each location. 
 The meeting starts at 7:30 PM, May 6, and will be 
online at  meet.google.com/mjb-mbrt-yjk  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
P/C Brian Logan, SN 

Congratulations to our associate member, newly installed 
Cdr Gilbert Lorenzo, AP of Vermilion Sail and Power 
Squadron. Shown with blue commander’s flag he is between 
V/C Craig Fraser, SN and his Vermilion Bridge. We wish 
him well in his new role. 

More Lake St. Clair fun! 

https://goo.gl/2UahGf
https://goo.gl/2UahGf
https://goo.gl/4LjV7P
https://meet.google.com/mjb-mbrt-yjk?hs=224


4 

United States Power Squadrons 
®
 Akron Sail and Power Squadron           

 

 

Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

 
 
 

 
 The ASPS off-season 
(boating season, that is) is com-
ing to an end now. This winter 
and spring we gave a couple of 
online ABC courses. There 
weren’t large numbers of stu-
dents, but the ones who attend-
ed were enthusiastic. We gained 
a few new members from them.  
In addition, we offered the new 

USPS Boat Handling course for the first time online. It 
finished up a few weeks ago, and nine students took the 
test. Nine students also passed the test, so it was pretty 
successful.  
 
Finally, the Marine Navigation course (nee Piloting) just 
finished as well. Once all the take-home exams have 
been received, I will send them to National for grading.  
Many thanks to Dave Rice, Richard McCandless, Mike 
Krebs, Kevin Miller, Brian Logan, and Ken Leque for all 
their work on making these courses work under cur-
rent conditions.    
 
Coming up for the spring and summer, we hope to du-
plicate the success of last year’s PaddleSmart courses, 
as we provide a way for people to get outdoors to spend 
some time on the water and learn some new skills. We 
have several folks who want to become certified pad-
dling instructors, so we are just waiting for the state of 
Ohio to offer that certification course. We are also look-
ing to see if we can offer our first in-person ABC course 
early in the boating season, probably outdoors. If you 
want to help with that in any way, let me know. 
 
And if you have a new boat (or new-to-you, anyway), 
don’t forget the JumpStart program to get some on-the-
water learning experiences to help ensure your sum-
mer goes well.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 After 11 weeks of instruction, four students have 
finished their one-week take home exam, and have 
mailed them to SEO Chip Ingram, JN, who will then send 
them to National for grading. 
 Instructors were P/D/C Ken Leque, SN, and P/D/C 
Brian Logan, SN, both with a lot of on-the-water experi-
ence they could share with the students.   Marine Navi-
gation is the re-branded Piloting Course.  The new 
name is more descriptive, especially to today’s boaters. 
 Since we are still unable to teach in person, this 
was an online class. We made some accommodations to 
teach online.  The USPS format using PowerPoint slides 
works pretty well online.  We had to rework some of 
the examples to make the steps more explicit.  Chip pur-
chased a document camera for each instructor, which 
allowed us to demonstrate the course plotter “live.”  
Ken used the camera to make several videos showing 
how to “work out” the exercises – much clearer than the 
PowerPoint animations. Brian posted the step-by-step 
solutions to the four-part cruise exercises on his web-
site, https://www.batswings.com/MN_Home.html . 
 A tradition for our “in person” classes is to meet 
afterwards for a beverage and discussion of boating 
topics.  We found this worked online, too – in fact, the 
drinks were less expensive and no one had to drive 
home! Another thing we 
missed (being online) was 
getting together for a din-
ner celebration when the 
students hand in their 
tests. 
 Good luck to our stu-
dents:  Virginia Addicott, 
S; Blake Rawson; 1st Lt 
Kim Rawson, and David 
Mann.  David took ad-
vantage of being online, 
since he is a member of the Louisville, KY squadron.  
He’ll be putting the class to good use when he begins an 
adventure on the “Great Loop” in June. 
 When we add these students to our existing 
“Pilots,” we may be able to offer Advanced Marine Navi-
gation this fall. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

Students Finish Marine Navigation 

Pre-covid, Students get together for 

dinner to turn in exam! 

Settling in at the docks. 
Ten Day Cruise, 2017 

https://www.batswings.com/MN_Home.html
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 More than 30 members attended our online 
meeting April 1.   
 
 Following the meeting, three couples discussed 
memorable boating trips for the program 
“Adventure or Misadventure.”   
 
 Speakers were: 

 

 Don and Kerry Albanese discussed a three-
month tour of Lakes Michigan and Huron 

 Brian and Coralee Logan discussed the 
“perfect storm” sailing back from Put In Bay. 
They also discussed Sailing with a pod of Orcas 

in the Pacific NW  

 Ken and Paula Conger discussed bringing their 
new boat from Algoma, WI 

 
 

 

MEMORABLE BOATING EXPERIENCES   

ONLINE MEETING APRIL 1   

Highlights of the Albanese 
3 month cruise 

Brian and 
Coralee’s    
Return from 
Put In Bay – 
the Perfect 
Storm even 
degraded the 
film 

Ken and his father bring back his new boat. 

Everyone enjoyed the program, arranged by 
Cdr Lisa M Thompson.  More details on Face-
book, https://bit.ly/3fA4wUf 
Our next meeting, May 6, is the popular 
“Rendezvous” meeting, where we will discuss 
details of all the summer boating events.  It will 
be online. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

Vermilion Cdr Gilbert Lorenzo, AP caught fellow sailors 
on camera during the 2017 Detroit River cruise. 
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Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ASPS Bridge Officers 
 

Commander  
Cdr Lisa M Thompson,AP 

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

‘Executive Officer  
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

  

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
  

 Secretary  
P/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com 

 I hope you are doing well and 
looking forward to spring and 
launching your boats. With vac-
cines becoming more widely avail-
able, I am confident that 2021 will 
be a better summer. Yes, we will 
continue to take all the regular 
precautions, and there is some 
uncertainty regarding events in 
the early part of the summer, but 
we are making progress on finaliz-

ing some plans for this summer. Please attend the May Gen-
eral Meeting for more details.  

Saturday April 10th, we had the District 7 Confer-
ence and Change of Watch. As part of that conference, Ak-
ron’s own D/Lt/C Roger Hall, JN, District Administrative 
Officer, gave a presentation about membership and the im-
portance of promoting diversity in our organization. As part 
of that discussion, he shared the American Sailing Associa-
tion’s diversity statement: 
 

ASA Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Statement: 
 

"Sailing is for everyone. There should be no barriers to par-
ticipation by anyone-period. The young, the old, the infirm, 
and the athletic all can find ways to enjoy this wonderful ac-
tivity. The American Sailing Association welcomes anyone 
interested in sailing regardless of their race/ethnicity, age, 
disability, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, socio-
economic status, geography, citizenship status, or religion. 
Come, take sailing lessons from an ASA certified instructor at 
an ASA affiliate facility based on our world-renowned educa-
tional system. Come, join our association of sailors who share 
a passion for the sport. Come, have fun sailing. The ASA rec-
ognizes the rights of all individuals to mutual respect and 
acceptance of others without biases based on differences of 
any kind and we promote these values throughout our or-
ganization and community." 
  

 Additionally, Roger shared with us a very interesting 
webinar from the LPGA on diversity. I would like to share 
some very good points. 

 

 Reasons why an organization lacks diversity: 
1. Lack of diversity at your location (city/facility) 
2. Lack of diversity in your club membership 
3. Lack of marketing efforts by the organization 
 
 Four benefits to having a multicultural membership 
(goes beyond ethnic and national backgrounds)  
1. Increase in membership and revenue 
2. Access to grant and sponsorship opportunities 
3. Brand awareness 
4. Growing the interest in boating 

  
 Although I won’t go through the whole presentation, 
he also pointed out 3 recruitment strategies:  
  
1. Become aware of your own biases. (In my opinion this 
may be the most challenging one.) 
2. Identify multicultural community and national organiza-
tions. (This could also include other organizations with sim-
ilar interests, such as fishing.) 
3. Invite multicultural (including non-boaters) to your 
meetings and events. 
 
 The United States Power Squadron is already doing 
many of these things in how they advertise and encourage 
diversity in their membership. I know this isn’t something 
we think about everyday but definitely warrants some at-
tention among our leaders and membership.  
 As always, your thoughts and ideas are welcome, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any ques-
tions, or suggestions: cell phone: 216-346-9195, or email: 
oday23@aol.com. 
 Please stay safe and healthy, and I look forward to see-
ing everyone soon. 

mailto:treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com
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   From the Squadron                      
Chaplain … 

 
 

TIKKUN OLAM: REPAIRING THE WORLD 
 

Cautious optimism. That’s what many of us feel about summer 2021. We’ve 
bounced from winter coats to T-shirts and back again. From eighty degrees to 
the 30s, and then a spring snow (welcome to Ohio). There’s a good chance your 
boat's already in the water. We’ll all be out there soon, reconnecting to the water 
and the world. Maybe we can see the pandemic’s end out there too. 
 

Earth Day is April 22. The tradition in which I grew up, the “low church” wing of 
the Episcopal Church, emphasizes creation. We have a party on the spring 

“rogation days,” time to start planting. Rural English churches “beat the bounds” — the choir and clergy parade 
around the parish boundary praying for God’s protection. Sometimes the boundary runs right through someone’s 
house. In that case the choirboys have a great time climbing in and out of people’s windows and tramping through 
their rooms! It’s all to make a point about creation, the natural world. 
 

We watched Prince Philip’s funeral at our house. St. George’s Chapel in Windsor Castle is spectacular. King Hen-
ry VIII is buried under the floor. Prince Philip was committed to conservation and the environment. The choir sang 
Psalm 104 with its lines about the earth and sea:  
 

"My soul give praise unto the Lord of heaven / In majesty and honor clothed; The earth he made will not be 
moved / The seas he made to be its robe / Give praise.”  
 

Philip said “It’s totally useless for a lot of well-meaning people to wring their hands in conferences and to point out 
the dangers of pollution or the destruction of the countryside if no one is willing or capable of taking any action.” 
 

There’s a Jewish phrase, “Tikkun olam” — "the repair of the world", both in nature and society. It points to our re-
sponsibility to act together to fix what is broken in the world. Christians from Mister Rogers to the President have 
talked about it. Earth Day reminds us of it. We are capable of action.  
 

Supporting an organization like USPS/ABC helps twice. As we work together we build a social fabric, a communi-
ty, a base for face-to-face action and progress. Second, our organization works on a bigger scale to conserve and 
improve the natural world.  
 

Creation never stops. That’s the point. We can be repairers, builders, and not just consumers. It’s our gift to the 
world and one another, our part in creation. Happy spring. 
 

-Richard McCandless, Chaplain 
 

The McCandless’s boat, Pangur Ban, 
waits patiently for the April snowfall to 
melt away.  
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More photos from the 
2017 trip to Lake St. 

Clair. We told you the 
weather was splendid! 

       

 

 

 

USPS District 7 

“Virtual” Reverse Raffle via Zoom 

 

Thursday, May 20, 2021 at 7:00 pm  

Zoom link will be emailed prior to event.  
Where: ANY WHERE you can connect to the Internet! 

 

Raffle Grand Prize $2000 

 

Only 200 tickets sold. 

Other Prizes awarded throughout raffle.  

 

Open Bar Whatever is at your house!  

Dinner is whatever you are making!  

 

$50 per ticket 
Make checks payable to:  USPS District 7 

c/o Tom Hancock 

426 Emerson Avenue 

N. Canton, OH 44720 

     
Proceeds benefit D7 Educational programs, conference expenses and other 

approved projects.  

 

For more information call D/C Larry Spraggins 330-840-4450 
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D7 DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

APRIL 10, 2021 
 

 

District Commander Lynda Leque, SN, had a challenging 
year. 

 More than 40 people attended the virtual D7 
Conference Saturday, April 10.  We already had a 
“warm up” with an online Trivia contest Friday 
night – see Facebook https://bit.ly/3dRmrDG. 
Highlights and more photos of the Conference are 
posted on Facebook at:  https://bit.ly/3dbdu96 
Saturday morning there were officers’ meetings.  I 
sat in on Administrative Officer Roger Hall’s ses-
sion, which focused on Membership and Diversity. 
The Conference meeting, Saturday afternoon, 
started out with Chief Commander Mary Paige Ab-
bott’s comments.  The emphasis is again on 
“Membership is Job 1”, with a goal to reduce non-
renewals by 15%. 
 Our featured speaker was Lt. Col. J. Michael 
Howard (Ret.), who gave an engaging talk about 
navigation.  In particular, how GPS is vulnerable to 
spoofing and, if you don’t have “traditional” navi-
gational skills, you would be unable to A)  know 
you were lost, and B) know what to do.  This is 
music to an Advanced Piloting and Marine Naviga-
tion  instructors’ ears!  Some might think this is 
preaching to the choir, but we know some boaters 
who rely too much on electronics – you know who 
you are! 
 After Lt Col Howard’s talk, there were depart-
ment reports.  You can find these in the ‘Seat Pack-
et” at on the D7 website, https://d7usps.org/
images/Conference/
Meetings/2021SpringSeatPacket-reduced.pdf 

 Numerous squadrons and individuals were 
recognized at this meeting, including: 
 

D7 Commander’s Challenge – Akron Sail and 
Power Squadron 

District Commander’s Award for Excellence – 
Janice Vitucci Ehrman (Akron) 

Dobler Membership Growth Award –  
 Vermilion Sail and Power Squadron 
“USPS National Membership Committee 

Growth Award” - Vermilion Sail and Power 
Squadron, 4th place in Division 3 

Cooperative Charting – D7 was 1st nationally  
Cooperative Charting – Akron, Berea, Pitts-

burgh, Stark County and Vermilion 
achieved Honor Roll status 

Cooperative Charting – Tom and Joanne Han-
cock (Stark County) were ranked 1st na-
tionally.  

Outstanding Publication –  
 Akron’s “Scuttlebutt” 

 
 Following awards, National Executive Officer 
Craig Fraser (Akron) thanked outgoing Command-
er Lynda Leque and her bridge for excellent per-
formance in the midst of the challenges of Covid.  
Craig installed our new Commander, Larry Sprag-
gins, JN (Berea) and the 2021 Bridge.   Larry set 
several goals for 2021: 

Increase membership – each squadron should 
grow by 3 members 

Increase Education – each squadron should 
give one more ABC class than in 2019 

Vessel Inspections – each squadron should ex-
ceed VSC’s from 2019 (2020 VSC’s were 
suspended due to Covid) 

Good luck to District Commander Larry Spraggins 
and the 2021-2022 Bridge! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

https://bit.ly/3dRmrDG
https://bit.ly/3dbdu96
https://d7usps.org/images/Conference/Meetings/2021SpringSeatPacket-reduced.pdf
https://d7usps.org/images/Conference/Meetings/2021SpringSeatPacket-reduced.pdf
https://d7usps.org/images/Conference/Meetings/2021SpringSeatPacket-reduced.pdf
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Skipper, 
 
Last Saturday I listened to Lt. Col. J. Michael Howard (Ret) as 
he spoke during the D7 Spring Conference business meeting. 
It was an interesting discussion about GPS and navigation. He 
explained that the GPS signal is very weak and requires the 
GPS device to combine signals from multiple satellites until it 
captures enough information to calculate position. He point-
ed out that any airport navigation system can be shut down 
with a $50 jamming device, and that in the event of an inter-
national conflict it would be likely that all GPS navigation 
would be jammed for the duration. He also mentioned that 
GPS is susceptible to radio interference from the new 5G net-
work. 
 
This makes me less confident that I can always just rely on 
my chart plotter to get me where I want to be. Skipper, what 
can we do to mitigate the risk of relying on GPS alone? 
 
 
Sincerely, 
GPS Doubter 
 

 
 
Dear Doubter, 
 
I also listened to Lt. Col. Howard’s presentation during the 
meeting and agree that the information he shared was in-
teresting and more than a little concerning. However, he 
did outline steps we can take to mitigate the risks.  
 
Paper Charts. Today most of us navigate with a chart plot-
ter or a GPS. It is tempting to neglect paper charts. But in 
the event of a lightning strike, or other GPS failure, it would 
be necessary to rely on paper charts. We need to keep 
them close at hand on the boat as backup. 
 
Keep a paper log. With a paper log kept up-to-date (at 
least hourly) with time, speed, bearing, and location, you 

can begin manual navigation in the event of a GPS failure. 
It is especially important to know where you are (or where 
you recently were) in order to be able to work out where 
you are going if the electronics fail. 
 
Understanding Dead Reckoning (DR). If the navigation 
electronics fail, we are left with the “Old Fashion” way of 
navigating (how everyone navigated until about 15 years 
ago). DR is a method that allows someone to navigate us-
ing direction, speed, and time to calculate their position. 
Along with DR calculations, observation of landmarks via 
lines of position, allow DR positions to be confirmed. Eve-
ryone who navigates on large bodies of water should be 
familiar with DR navigation. The Power squadron offers 
navigation courses which teach us the DR skills. We 
should also practice DR to keep those skills sharp.  
 
Lt. Col. Howard believes that GPS will eventually be re-
placed with electronic devices that calculate our position 
using DR type of calculations. These devices would use 
our speed, direction, and time to calculate where we are. In 
addition to DR calculations, these devices would use infor-
mation like depth below the keel and other known geo-
graphical features to assist with confirming positions elec-
tronically calculated. 
 
It was an interesting discussion and really made me look at 
GPS in a new light. This summer I plan to be much more 
careful when navigating to be sure my paper log is up to 
snuff, and my paper charts are close at hand. 
 
 
Safe travels, 
Skipper 

 
Remember, to ask your nautical questions sent them to 

skipper@akronpowersquadron.com 

 

 
  

Let’s Ask the Skipper 
 

Get your boating and sailing questions answered! 
 Send them to the Skipper: 

skipper@akronpowersquadron.com  

mailto:skipper@akronpowersquadron.com
mailto:skipper@akronpowersquadron.com
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We hope you enjoyed the Lake St. Clair cruise photos in this issue. If 
you have photos of other rendezvous you have enjoyed, please send 
them along for inclusion in the June issue of Scuttlebutt. Include 
your name, the rendezvous location, and the year, if you can remem-
ber it.  
Send as a .jpg to scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

-Editor 



 

Scuttlebutt 
 

Volume 31, Issue  5, May 2021.  
Published monthly by Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron.   
Editor Tom Vielhaber 
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