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Summer Dreams 

 
Will summer arrive?  

 
Soon I hope. We would  

 
like to see old friends,  

 
make new ones, share  

 
a meal and a beverage,  

 
laugh and enjoy a warm 

 
sunny day. 

 
 

Marblehead lighthouse 
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Well, another month of social 
distancing. I hope all of you 
are healthy and holding up 
under the stay at home or-
ders. It looks like we are going 
to try to experiment with 
opening the economy; I hope 

that goes well.   
We held our first online general meeting May 

7th. I hope you joined us and enjoyed the interesting 
ODNR program. We had a good crowd and everyone 
seemed to have a good time.  I really hope that all 
members will attend our online meetings as a way to 
be more involved with the squadron. If you are having 
trouble connecting or not sure how to get started, 
drop me an email or give me a call and I’ll try to get 
you going. We would really like to hear from you on 
the calls. 

As we adjust to limited size gatherings, we are 
planning some online webinars. On May 14th Chip 
Ingram presented a Weather Apps workshop that was 
very interesting and covered some of the newest apps. 
Brian Logan is presenting a webinar on May 21st cov-
ering Digital Selective Calling (DSC) for VHF radios. If 
you have a radio on your boat (or even if you don’t) 
you should plan to attend this informative and inter-
esting webinar. We are trying to have a webinar every 
Thursday while waiting out the virus restrictions. If 
you would like to present a webinar on a boating sub-
ject, please contact me, we would like to hear from 
you. 

Well, please stay safe and try to enjoy the sea-
son as best you can under the circumstances. 
 

Regards, 
Kevin 
commander@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

Commander’s Message 
Cdr Kevin Miller, AP 

June Birthdays 
 

02   Tom Bardar 
03   Keith Moore 

04   William Milne 
04   Jeanne Titus 
06   Richard Hunt 

08   Roger Hall 
08   Brian Heston 

18   Sue Bell 
18   Nancy Whitehead 

20   Lauren Miller 
24   George Lockhart 
28  Tom Whitehead 

29   Jay Kaufman 
29   Brian Roberts 

mailto:commander@akronpowersquadron.com
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Greetings fellow squadron 
members… I hope every-
one is doing well and stay-
ing healthy and safe dur-
ing these challenging 
times. I am sure by now 

most of you have launched your boats or have had a 
chance to get out on the water. We continue to moni-
tor the situation closely; the health and safety of our 
members remain our TOP priority.  

At this writing, the District 7 Rendezvous on 
Middle Bass Island is still scheduled for July 31st 
through August 2nd, but we will keep everyone posted 
if things change. Additionally, we will continue to 
monitor the situation and make a decision about the 
August Corn Roast as the date gets closer.  

Continuing the theme from my May letter and 
taking a little walk down “memory lane,” here are 
some interesting tidbits from the summer of 1970. An 
advertisement from the May 1970 edition of the pop-
ular magazine Motor Boating shows the price of a 
Revel Craft 27’ Express Craft as $8995, and the 37’ Sea 
Skiff Convertible will set you back $21,970. An adver-
tisement for 31’ Hatteras extols the virtues of fiber-
glass, lower maintenance and not having to caulk or 
sand a wooden hull. If you wanted a full line brochure, 
just send Hatteras $1.00 and they will be happy to 
mail you their full line brochure. Another thing that 
struck me are all the boat manufacturer’s names that 
have faded off into obscurity, like Pacemaker, 
Matthews, Tollycraft, Bristol, AMF Alcort (Sunfish sail-
boat), etc… but some of these brands have survived 
the test of time, and many fine examples can still be 
found today, providing enjoyment for their proud 
owners. With proper care and maintenance these 
boats will survive for many years to come.  

 
 

 
 
Times have changed; however, some things 

remain the same. Our enjoyment and passion for 
boats and being on the water is as strong as ever. Ak-
ron Sail and Power Squadron remains committed to 
providing our members camaraderie and fellowship, 
both on the water where it’s possible and safe to do 
so, as well as through online meetings and seminars.  

Please stay safe and healthy!  

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 
 

Commander  
Cdr Kevin W Miller, AP  

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Executive Officer  
Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
 Secretary  

Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  
secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  

scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com  

 

If your  eyes don’t like reading 
small type, just adjust these  
pages to about 125% or more. 
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ASPS Education Schedule 2020 

The current lockdown situation con-
tinues to make it difficult for the 
Education Department to complete 
current courses or plan reliably for 
the future. Here’s hoping that the 
gradual re-opening will make it pos-
sible to have a good boating season 
and to continue our boating educa-
tion efforts. 
We are still trying to complete and 
test the spring member courses—
Piloting and Engine Maintenance. 

Navigation was planned as a largely self-directed attempt any-
way, so members of that class have been communicating and 
look forward to taking their sights before finishing the course in 
the fall. 

We only got partway through our schedule of six ABC 
courses, although they were going quite well before they had to 
stop. If we can identify venues for testing, we might be able to 
offer some online instruction with socially distant testing. This 
would help get people out on the water legally this summer. 

In May we are beginning a series of short and free webi-
nars on various boating topics. By the time you read this, you will 
have had the opportunity to participate in some. If they prove 
popular and useful, then we may try to continue them in the fall 
and winter. The only way that will happen, however, is if you—
yes, you—support them. How do you do that? First, by your 
attendance. They are envisioned as lasting about half an hour 
and do not require drive time or much of anything else. That 
means that you can eat dinner, attend a webinar, and still hit 
prime-time TV (or whatever). We also intend to record them so 
that you can view them at a later time. 

Second, you can send us ideas for what webinars you     
might want to see. Just email educa-
tion@akronpowersquadron.com or contact one of the people 
who have been working on them: Chip Ingram, Kevin Miller, Bri-
an Logan, Richard McCandless, and Greg Arnold. Finally, and 
even better, propose one that you could present. You may be 
reluctant to teach an ASPS class or even commit to a two-hour 
workshop, but a 20-30 minute presentation on your favorite 
boating topic might be right up your alley. 

The summer PaddleSmart classes for kayaking and pad-
dle boarding are still on the schedule for four Wednesday eve-
nings in June and July. We hope that we will be able to have 
small groups get together to learn the basics and then spend a 
couple of hours practicing out on the water. 

And I am planning for a full schedule of courses and oth-
er events in the fall. Stay tuned for information about that. And 
stay well! 

 

 

 
 
 
30 January 2020:  AIS Seminar 
American Legion Hall ——-Complete 
  

05 February 2020:  Engine Maintenance Course (in pro-
gress—-Delayed) 
Cuyahoga Falls High School 
 

11 February 2020:  Navigation (in progress) 
Cuyahoga Falls High School 
 

15 February 2020:  Two-Day ABC (completed)i 
Cuyahoga Falls High School 
 

19 February 2020:  Extended ABC Course (in progress) 
Ravenna Marine 
 

17 March 2020:  One-day ABC Course 
St. Timothy’s, Macedonia —-Completed 
 

09 March 2020:  Extended ABC Course 
Portage Lakes Library——Delayed 
 

12 March 2020:  12-Volt Electrical Systems Workshop 
American Legion Hall——Completed 
 

14 March 2020:  One- day ABC Course 
Hudson High School—-Delayed 
 

21 March 2020:  Two-day ABC Course Begins 
Copley High School—-Delayed 
 

09 April 2020:  Fuel and Boating Workshop 
American Legion—-TBD 
 

17 June 2020:  PaddleSmart: Portage Lakes  

24 June 2020:  PaddleSmart: Portage Lakes  

15 July 2020:  PaddleSmart:  Portage Lakes  

22 July 2020:  PaddleSmart:  Portage Lakes  

Fall 2020:  Seamanship/Boat Handling 

Fall 2020:  Advanced Piloting 

Fall 2020:  Navigation (Continued)  

Fall 2020:  Electronic Navigation 

Fall 2020:  Workshop 

Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

mailto:education@akronpowersquadron.com
mailto:education@akronpowersquadron.com
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Treasurer 
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

Speaking of Showing Your Colors  
 
If you are waiting for the Bureau of Motor Vehicles to re-open, you know what to expect 
when they do: long, evenly-spaced lines. No doubt our Lieutenant Governor has been 
making his pitch for registering online at www.bmv.ohio.gov to save you an                          
I N T E R M I N A B L E wait. Impatient people do it online. 
While you are there, scroll down to “Vehicle Registration,” “Specialized Interest Plates,” 
“Organizational,” then “U. S. Power Squadrons.” The fee for the special plate is $25, with 
$15 of that fee split among the Ohio squadrons. It’s quite a handsome plate and another 
way to show off your membership. It looks like this:  

 

BTW, my all-time favorite vanity plate is HEBGBZ. 
Linda 

View of a lighthouse on the St Lawrence River         Linda Foster 

http://www.bmv.ohio.gov
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    A Word from USPS National               
 
Come Learn our History and Meet Headquarters Staff 

 

The 2020 Fall National Governing Board will be held in Raleigh, North Carolina, September 8-13.  In addition to accom-

plishing lots of work for the organization, the national meetings committee has planned some wonderful offsite 

events.  Tours of the headquarters building, including the library and board room, the warehouse, the shipping center 

and the various offices will be the highlights.  In addition, there will be a cocktail hour at the hotel with the staff in 

attendance.  Come meet the wonderful people who help solve your challenges!  There are three opportunities for 

these tours on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  There are other tours and events available including a Kayaking Trip, 

Tour of Raleigh, Afternoon Tea, and beautiful museums.  Check out the meeting website for more details.  https://

www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39  Everyone is invited to attend the meetings, meals 

and tours!  Join us for fun, work, and fellowship!  You determine how much of each. 

I know this is a repeat, and I will keep repeating it till someone says:   All Clear     

 

Watercraft News & Features 

Is Boating a Safe Social Distancing Activity? 

4/28/2020 Watercraft in Buckeye Boater 
 

Boating safety is critical whenever you push off the dock, but with all the recent issues regarding COVID-19, 
many people are wondering if you can go boating and still maintain safe social distance. 
If you apply the social distancing rules to boating, here is what you get: 
Limit the people aboard to those family members you share your home with. No guests. 
Don’t raft up with other boats. Don't pull up onto a beach or dock close to another boat. 
Be careful to maintain a safe distance from others in the parking lot and when launching or loading. 
After doing anything that requires touching an item someone else may have touched, wash your hands or 
using a hand sanitizer as soon as possible. 
Limit the stops you make; pack your gear and supplies at home. 
 Boat ramps are open at Ohio State Parks, but restrooms and marina buildings are not. So be prepared with 
gasoline and other supplies. 
Be prepared for all safety and equipment matters, too. There may not be another boater around to lend a 
hand when you are on the water. Filing a float plan is essential to ensuring that someone knows where you 
are boating and when you expect to be home. 
 
Related Links 
ODNR Operations During Coronavirus Outbreak 
File a Float Plan 
DiscoverBoating.com contributed to the content of this article. 

https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39
https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39
http://watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/news/tag/buckeye%20boater
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr-core/home/resources/corona-virus-operations
http://watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/floatplan
http://discoverboating.com/
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Review of Stress-Free Sailing: Single and Short-handed Techniques 

 by Duncan Wells (Kindle Edition with Audio and Video) 
 Adlard Coles, 2015, 160 pages, $13.50. 

 
By Lt/C Albert L. Ingram, JN 

 
 

I downloaded Stress-Free Sailing a while back but didn’t get to it until it seemed 
like a good short read during quarantine. I liked the idea of reducing my stress 
while single-handing but wasn’t certain that a short book like this would give me 
any useful and new techniques. 
I was wrong.  
The author is an experienced sailor and sailing instructor in Great Britain, where 
he runs his sailing school, including Royal Yachting Association certification cours-
es (kind of like the ASA sailing courses). In the preface to this book he promises 
innovative techniques that can be performed by just one or two people rather 
than a large crew. Mostly he delivers. 
For me one of the most stressful parts of sailing, especially when I am alone on 
the boat, is returning to the dock. I know I am not alone in that, at least judging 
by the reactions I get when I describe my day as “hours of good sailing followed 

by 30 seconds of terror.” I thought I was getting reasonably good at it in my Bayfield 25, but then I switched to an Ericson 32 and 
found myself back near the beginning.  

Therefore, I especially looked forward to the chapter on “Getting onto the berth.” He describes a number of techniques 
with text and diagrams. Here is where the book really shines in the Kindle app on my iPad. Accompanying many of the techniques 
are videos showing exactly how they work in the real world (I.e. a sailboat approaching and mooring at different docks, sometimes 
in difficult conditions.) Links to these videos are embedded in the text and open immediately without leaving the book, as long as 
you are online. Where the text and pictures are useful, the videos clear up any misconceptions and show exactly how the tech-
niques work. 

For example, in returning to the dock, Mr. Wells describes using a “stern bridle” rather than a spring line to control the 
landing. I had a little trouble fully visualizing the technique from the book alone, but when I watched the video (repeatedly), I sat 
up and said “I want to do THAT.” It shows him coming up to different docks, easing to a stop, tossing the bridle over a cleat, and 
calmly mooring... by himself and even with a 20 knot wind blowing him off. Perhaps others of you know about this idea, but I did 
not before this. I want to try it as soon as possible, and by itself it makes the book worth it. 

Other topics that he covers include knots, including some that I hadn’t seen (such as a better knot to keep your shoelaces 
tied), getting off the dock without fussing too much, dealing with mooring buoys while single- or short-handed, anchoring, and 
man overboard techniques. There are other topics as well, but those are the ones that I found most helpful. They all have tech-
niques that I want to try this summer. I’ll keep my iPad handy in case I have to review the techniques as I practice them. 

In summary, the book is well worth the price. To get the full values, you need to read the electronic version, you don’t 
need a Kindle device for this, however. In fact, it works better with color screens. I think a phone version would be too small to re-
ally see what is going on in many of the videos, but a tablet or computer would work well. Amazon offers free reader software for 
most such devices—Mac, Windows, iOS, Android—so there isn’t any expense beyond buying the book.  

 Mr. Wells has also written Stress-Free Motor Boating, Stress-Free Navigation, and, due out soon, Stress-Free 
Mooring. I haven’t tried the one on motor boating, since I don’t have such a boat. I am currently working through the 
one on navigation, which so far does not seem as successful as the one on sailing. I’ll be interested to see whether the 
one on mooring adds anything to what was covered in the sailing book, although the description on Amazon suggests 
that it may not.  
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Welcome New Members! 
 While our classes have taken a “hit” due to the Coronavirus, our Educational Schedule is still our #1 “Recruiting Tool.”   
 Steve and Sue Roberts, of Louisville, were taking Jim Ehrman’s ABC class at Ravenna Marine, which was about half-way 
through when class was stopped.  Steve and Sue went on-line and finished the course, then joined the squadron.  They have 
been Jet Skiers, but are now looking for a center console boat that they can trailer – for fishing and watersports.  Please wel-
come Steve and Sue to Akron Sail and Power Squadron! 
 As I write this, our membership is 199, making us the tenth largest squadron in USPS.  So far this year, 35 members have 
renewed, three have not renewed, three members have re-joined, and we’ve gotten eleven new members.  June is a big month – 
with 95 members due by June 1st. 
 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
Membership Chairman 

 
 
 

Shall We Say Goodbye to ‘Small Craft Advisory’  
and Hello to ‘Small Craft Warning’? 

BoatUS supports proposal to simplify critical warning mes-
sages;  
NWS invites boaters to weigh in 

 

 
SPRINGFIELD, Va., April 15, 2020 -- In a move that could simplify and potentially reduce misunderstanding 
of urgent weather messages used by recreational boaters to make critical boating safety decisions, the Na-
tional Weather Service (NWS) has proposed renaming “Small Craft Advisory” to “Small Craft Warning” and 
is asking for boaters’ feedback. Boat Owners Association of The United States (BoatUS) urges boaters to 
speak up now by taking a NWS survey for recreational boaters at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
VZGX6BF. The survey closes May 24, 2020. 

“Every day they go boating, boat owners check the weather and then make the decision to either head out 
or not,” said BoatUS Government Affairs Manager David Kennedy. “We think the name change will help 
clarify what this means, leading to a better understanding of the severity of a marine weather forecast, 
and help give recreational boaters the information they need to make smart choices about boating safely.” 
For decades, NWS has used the Watch, Warning, and Advisory (WWA) system to alert users about fore-
casted hazards, but it has recognized this can be confusing. The proposal to rename a “Small Craft Adviso-
ry” to a “Small Craft Warning” is part of a larger effort to reduce the messages to just two flagship head-
line terms: Watch and Warning. NOAA also says the name change would better align with all other marine 
warnings – Gale, Storm, and Hurricane Force Wind – leading to greater understanding by recreational 
boaters. 

Changing from an “advisory” to “warning” would not change the term’s definition or meaning. While there 
is no precise definition of a "small craft," today a “Small Craft Advisory” is issued when sustained wind 
speeds or frequent gusts have reached 20 to 33 knots and/or seas or waves 4 feet and greater and/or 
waves or seas are potentially hazardous. The requirements vary slightly by region, and local conditions 
may also dictate issuing a Small Craft Advisory. 

NEWS From BoatUS 

 
Boat Owners Association of The United States 
5323 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22151 
Read this press release online at: https://
bit.ly/2V8ykNe 

https://www.weather.gov/grb/SmallCraftChange
https://www.weather.gov/grb/SmallCraftChange
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VZGX6BF
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VZGX6BF
https://www.weather.gov/hazardsimplification/
https://www.weather.gov/hazardsimplification/
https://www.weather.gov/marine/faq#13
https://www.weather.gov/marine/faq#13
https://www.weather.gov/marine/faq#13
https://www.weather.gov/marine/faq#13
https://w1.weather.gov/glossary/index.php?word=Small+Craft+Advisory
https://bit.ly/2V8ykNe
https://bit.ly/2V8ykNe
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May 7 On-Line Meeting - "Ohio Boating During the Summer of Covid" 
 
 

 Akron Sail and Power Squadron had its first Teleconference “Monthly Meeting,” using “Google Hangouts,” on 
Thursday, May 7.  In our traditional scheme of things, the May meeting is where we preview all our summer boating 
activities.  Since many of these are canceled or postponed – at least through June – the program was modified to fea-
ture a report from ODNR officers on the status of boating due to the coronavirus. 
 To prepare for the call, Commander Kevin Miller, AP, posted a “How to use Google Hangouts” video: https://
drive.google.com/file/d/1Iv02MSLbYNpP2copmQUO1kLl2-YXNbHX/view?usp=sharing  
 There were at least 41 people who connected to the call – and since many computers were shared by more than 
one person, attendance was probably a bit higher.  Thanks to all the members and guests who logged in! 
 Cdr Miller and the Bridge successfully adapted our meeting format to the internet.  After a review of “Call Eti-
quette,” we had the Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation, recognition of past commanders, and department reports.  Each 
report had a slide or two to make it, in some ways, more effective than our regular meeting.   
 In addition to allowing us to replace an “in-person” meeting, it was a chance for members who live far away, and 
normally can’t attend, to attend with the call.  We even had a couple of members call in from their boats! 
 During his report, Education Officer, Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN announced short, free webinars for the next two Thurs-
days – Weather Apps and DSC radio.  Information will be on the ASPS website. 

 
There was a 10 minute gap between the business meeting (started at 7:30) and the speakers, scheduled for 8 PM.  The 
10-minute gap gave everyone time to “unmute” their mics, and say hello to friends they haven’t seen in 2 months or 
more! 
 At 8 PM, Ohio Department of Watercraft Officers Evan Staiger and Walter Hodgkiss called in to discuss boating 
conditions on local inland lakes and Western Lake Erie this boating season with special insights regarding the COVID-
19 pandemic and associated social distancing rules in place.  
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iv02MSLbYNpP2copmQUO1kLl2-YXNbHX/view?usp=sharing%20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iv02MSLbYNpP2copmQUO1kLl2-YXNbHX/view?usp=sharing%20
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  Keep in mind that the Ohio stay-at-home order is being lifted in phases, so details will evolve.  (In fact, the 
next day, May 8, Put-In-Bay announced their plans to “open” at https://www.visitputinbay.com/safety/) 
 In general, they recommend boating close to home, staying in-state, boating only with family members, keeping 
social distancing at docks and launch ramps, and no rafting.  State docks are open but marina buildings and restrooms 
are currently closed. 
 We learned that for Portage Lakes boaters, the East Reservoir Dam is finished and work to dredge the lakes will 
begin this summer.  Temporary docks have been installed at the Manchester Rd launch ramp, and will be replaced with 
permanent docks when restrictions are lifted.  They have doubled the staff so there will be more patrols on the lake.   
 Lake Erie water levels are as high, or higher, than last year.  Currently, 14-day quarantine restrictions are placed on 
visitors to Kelleys Island and Put-In-Bay.  Out-of-state esidents are requested to stay home.   These restrictions may be 
lifted mid-to-late May, when Ohio bars and restaurants will reopen.  The Canadian border is closed, for boaters contem-
plating trips to Pelee Island or Leamington. 
 The Miller and Kelleys Island ferries have limited service.  The Jet Express has no service. 
 Officer Hodgkiss recommended websites https://www.visitputinbay.org/ and http://kelleysisland.us/ to stay in-
formed.     
 Another helpful link is http://ohiodnr.gov/odnr-operations-during-coronavirus-outbreak  
 Thanks to Officers Staiger and Hodgkiss for their timely information.  Check the websites for detailed “opening 
plans” for your marinas and summer destinations. 

https://www.visitputinbay.com/safety/)
https://www.visitputinbay.org/%20
file:///C:/Users/Tom/Desktop/JUNE%20SCUTTLEBUTT@/June%20Scuttlebutt%20Sandy/and%20http:/kelleysisland.us/%20
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr-core/home/resources/corona-virus-operations
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More Than 30 Attend On-Line Boaters Workshop – Weather Apps  
 

 Even though we can’t be meeting in person, we’ve come up with a way to continue our education.  On 
the evening of May 14, Akron Sail and Power Squadron had its first teleconference “Short Boater’s Work-
shop,” (yes, also available to TALL boaters!).  More than thirty members and guests were on the call.    We 
used the “Google Hangouts” teleconference capabilities.  There was no charge for the workshop.  At least 
one other (DSC Radio) is planned. 
 Our instructor, Chip Ingram, reviewed over 60 apps and websites in preparation for the workshop.  Last 
year, he gave a detailed, two-hour analysis of the subject.    This time, in about twenty minutes, he highlight-
ed the ones that are most valuable and showed what they can do. In addition, he developed table listing all 
the ones that he has examined, with the advantages of each.  
 The handout for the webinar is at https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LbpcVhF2fp-
Q6NWBYQsffrYgyAYqA-jB    
Chip also covered his criteria for choosing the ones with the most helpful information. 
 These webinars are viewed as quick overviews of focused topics. We plan for them to be about 20-30 
minutes long, including some time for questions. That means that you can have some dinner, get online for 
less than an hour, and still make it to the TV in time for primetime! 
 
A comparison of all the “Apps” can be downloaded at https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LbpcVhF2fp-
Q6NWBYQsffrYgyAYqA-jB    
 
 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LbpcVhF2fp-Q6NWBYQsffrYgyAYqA-jB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LbpcVhF2fp-Q6NWBYQsffrYgyAYqA-jB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LbpcVhF2fp-Q6NWBYQsffrYgyAYqA-jB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LbpcVhF2fp-Q6NWBYQsffrYgyAYqA-jB
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2007 District 7 Rendezvous at Lorain 
 
Thinking of Boating and all the fun we’ve had, here’s a page 
from the Sept 2007 Scuttlebutt… 
 
Akron members enjoyed the D-7 Rendezvous at Spitzer’s River-
side Marina in Lorain, the weekend of August 17-19. 
 
P/C Bob Ball, AP, and Lt Patty Ball, S, brought their Regal, “On the 
Ball” via trailer and launched in Lorain.  Docked next to Bob and 
Patty were Ken and Lynda Leque, and P/D/C Brian Logan, SN, 
and Lt Coralee Logan, S, who had sailed their catamaran, “Island 
Girl”, down from Sandusky. 

 
 
Lt/C Jan Holmes, AP, and P/Lt/C Margo Holmes, S, brought their 
motor home, with P/C Susan Harris, S, along for the ride. They 
were able to park at the hook-ups provided near the Westlake 
Yachting Club, a stone’s throw from the dock. 1st Lt John Smith, 
S, wife Kathy and daughter Kim came by car and stayed at the 
Holiday Inn Elyria, with other D-7-ers who didn’t bring a boat, 
like D/Lt/C Dan Krzystan, P, and D/Lt Sandy Kryzstan.  Lt/C Janice 
Erhman, S, and husband Jim Ehrman, who keep their boat at near-
by Spitzer’s Lakeside, shuttled back-and-forth by either car or 
dinghy from their boat, “La Dolce Vita”.   
 
The weekend weather was like a sandwich, with a beautiful Sat-
urday set between windy, rainy, and/or stormy Friday and Sun-
day. When Island Girl started out on Friday from Sandusky, 
winds were lighter than expected, but the winds and waves in-
creased, so we put in one reef about half way there.  The winds 
kept building, gusting to 25-30, so after hitting nearly 11 knots, 
we pulled down their sails completely and motored the last 7 
miles to port.  Following us into port was the Brig Niagara, who 
was waiting off-shore, worried that it was too rough to come 

into the harbor. 
  
Riverside Marina is picturesque.  It’s located on the former 
grounds of George Steinbrenner’s American Shipbuilding Compa-
ny, which closed in 1984.  It is now being developed as Harbor-
walk, with condos and town houses next to the docks.  Facilities 
at the marina were great, with a small bar/restaurant, an out-
door patio and “Tiki Bar”, a pool, and the Westlake Yachting 
Club.  D-7 Executive Officer, D/Lt/C Jim Sams, AP, manages the 
marina.  And, to “keep it in the family”, D-7 Secretary, D/Lt/C Bev 
Sams, P, is Commodore of Westlake! 
 
Friday night was burgers and BYOB night, and everyone enjoyed 
the party.  There was a DJ playing great tunes on the “Tiki Bar” 
patio.  When the weather turned bad, the whole party moved 
indoors to the bar.  Afterwards, “Island Girl” hosted the Akron 
contingent, plus Stark’s Cdr Ken Leque, SN, and his wife Lynda.  
We were soon joined by a local woman named “Mo” – we had 
docked in front of her condo.  She couldn’t get over how cool it  
was to go someplace for the weekend and stay on your boat.  
We told her to join USPS – how cool is that?! 

 
 

 

Seriously???…would you open it a little more…My mast is 45 feet height! 
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Saturday was a beautiful day.  We started with Brunch – every-
one brought a dish to share.  There was a huge variety and more 
than enough to go around.  In addition to the food, P/D/C Jack 
Hauck, SN, mixed his famous Bloody Marys, and along with the 
50-cup pot of coffee, no one went thirsty, either! 
 
After lunch Berea’s Larry Spraggins gave demonstration on fire 
fighting and boating safety.  Those who attended said it was 
excellent – both educational and entertaining.  This was fol-
lowed D-7’s first Corn Hole tournament, with Akron’s own John 
Smith winning – or finishing second (I’ve heard both versions!) 
 
Some of our members took the time to visit the Brig Niagara, 
docked at Black River Landings, a short walk from the marina. 

Then, it was “Blind Dinghy Race” time.  Contestants, in teams of 
two, took an outboard-powered dinghy on a course through the 
docks.  Of course, the driver was blindfolded, and the navigator 
would try to direct the boat by his or her commands.  Akron’s 
own Bob Ball drove for one of the teams (Patty declined naviga-
tor spot, so someone else took her place), while Coralee took her 
chances, telling a blind-folded Brian “where to go.”  At the time 
this article went to press, they were still married! 

 
Soon it was time to get ready for the “District Commander’s 
Cocktail Party”, and the “Roaring ‘20’s” themed dinner.  As Past 
D/C, Brian helped pour the drinks, while everyone enjoyed the 
hors d’oevres prepared by the rendezvous committee.  There 
was a costume party for the event, and Akron was well repre-
sented with Jan and Margo Holmes, Susan Harris, and John, 
Kathy, and Kim Smith in dark suits, flapper outfits, and a Sailor 
suit..  Jan and D/Lt/C Bob Fish brought violin cases, but no one 
heard any machine guns being fired.  The dinner was excellent, 
catered by Messenburg Caterers of Huron (ASPS has used them 
in the past). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We mentioned the weather sandwich – and we got the “heel” 
on Sunday.  We awoke to rain, chance of thunderstorms, and a 
generally dismal day.  We left as early as we could get under the 
bridge (did I mention the cantankerous drawbridge operator on 
Friday?  She must get weekends off, because Sunday’s operator 
was great!).  We were wet, we were worried, but we arrived 
back before the thunderstorms.  Even though it ended as a wet 
weekend, the weather didn’t dampen anyone’s spirits.  We’re 
anxious to attend the D-7 Rendezvous next year! 
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District 7 
News and 
Updates 

2020 FALL DISTRICT “PENTA” CONFERENCE POSTPONED 
 
NEW DATE 8-10 OCT 2021 
 
PENTA CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Due to COVID-19 and the uncertainty of what the Fall of 2020 will bring for social distancing, it has been decided by the PENTA 
Committee to postpone this event. This difficult decision was made in the best interest, health & safety of the members of D7, D9, 
D11, D24 and D29. 
 
The new date for the PENTA Conference is 8-10 October 2021 at the Kalahari Resort. Please mark your calendars accordingly. 
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Akron Sail & Power Squadron  
 
 

Akron Sail & Power Squadron was organized in 1939 and is an affiliate of the United States Power Squadron, 
the world’s largest private, non-profit boating organization.  It is one of the largest squadrons in USPS and third 
largest in the Great Lakes area. 
  
Learn about the United States Power Squadrons at www.usps.org 
 
Learn more about USPS District 7 at  https://d7usps.org/index.php 

  
Learn more about the Akron Sail & Power Squadron at www.akronpowersquadron.com  .  

Akron Sail and Power Squadron is America’s Boating Club ®.  Celebrating more than 80 years of boating educa-
tion and camaraderie.     “For Boaters, By Boaters.”TM

 

Registration         https://d7usps.org/images/pdffiles/rendez/2020D7cruise.pdf 

 
 

Dockage registration                       - https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSfcfOxajj6FEWZmBQLNejANQNBxuLGaN2CGWjj8zlaHH8oxJw/viewform 

D7 Cruise/MBI, 31 July-2 August, Weekend Package: 
Includes Friday Night Pizza Party & BYOB at MBIYC, Saturday MBIYC Steak Fry & Entertainment, Saturday & 
Sunday light breakfast, & all other weekend events. All for only $65.00per person. (Please indicate if you re-

quire vegetarian). 
 

*We have 30 docks reserved! Contact Tom Hancock to register for dockage at 
MBI State Park Marina and for more information. 

 
Make checks for this event payable to District 7 and Mail with registration form, 

(available on the D7 website and in the D7 News) 
to: 

R/C Tom Hancock, 426 Emerson Ave., NW North Canton, OH 44720 
Phone: Call 330-499-3660 or text 330-418-9956 

District 7 Middle Bass Island Cruise 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usps.org%2F&h=wAQGntdeh&s=1
https://d7usps.org/index.php
http://www.akronpowersquadron.com
https://d7usps.org/images/pdffiles/rendez/2020D7cruise.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcfOxajj6FEWZmBQLNejANQNBxuLGaN2CGWjj8zlaHH8oxJw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcfOxajj6FEWZmBQLNejANQNBxuLGaN2CGWjj8zlaHH8oxJw/viewform
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It has been brought to 
my attention that I have 
not communicated to 
my loyal Scuttlebutt 
readers the new Scuttle-
butt policy for distribu-
tion. The Scuttlebutt will 
be sent out  digitally  
once a month by e-mail, 

prior to the General Meeting. No more printing or 
mass mailing. This will be a cost saving measure, and 
will make the publishing of  Scuttlebutt much easier 
on your editor. 
 
Oh, and I am keeping the picture till we get an all 
clear on Distancing and Hugging.   Tom 
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 
 
If you don’t read all the way to the last page you will 
miss out on the funnies.  

Secretary 
Lt/C  Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

The Scuttlebutt Minions need a haircut 
and a touchup. 

mailto:scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com


 

Scuttlebutt 
 

Volume 30, Issue 6 June 2020.  
Published monthly by Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron.   
Editor Tom Vielhaber 

 

Deadline for articles is midnight on 
the fifteenth of each month.  
 
Please submit articles in Microsoft 
Word format  via email to:  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
452 East Ave 
Tallmadge OH 44278-2018 
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