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 Commander’s Message 
Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
   

 At a spring seminar P/C Jan 
Holmes, SN and I heard Zak 
Slagle, a Fisheries Biologist at the 
ODNR Sandusky Research 
Station.  The Division of Wildlife 
has 2 main locations for fish 

population testing: Sandusky for the Western 
Basin of Lake Erie and at Fairport in the 
Central Basin. This testing counts Targeted 
Effort which is hours spent fishing and 
Harvest Total which is numbers of fish 
caught.  

The testing on walleye show a low of 
20 million in 1980 up to 140 million high in 
2005. The predicted levels for 2018 are at 
almost 60 million. After a record yearling 
catch of 60 million in 2015; the harvest per 
charter angler hour was .61 in 2017, but 
slightly less during private fishing. The 
highest catch rates are in June followed by 
July and August. The 2018 fishery forecast for 
walleye is excellent for 3 and 4 year old fish 
17”-20”. Also trophy fish hatched in 2003 will 
be widely available. 

However for yellow perch the 2017 
harvest was only 3 million for targeted effort 
of nearly 1 million hours. The Western Basin 
has considerably more perch than the Central 
areas. It is coming back from a mostly flat or 
declining abundance since 2000.  Some causes 
for the decline could be low shiner and 
invertebrate food supplies, increasing dead 
zones, and trap net concerns. The fishable 
population of 2-5 year olds (7”-9”) will be 
strong in Western Basin but less in Central. 

 
 

 
Small and large mouth bass are also 

counted. Their targeted hours of 60,000 have 
produced a 2,000 fish harvest.  
        Working with interagency partners and 
Canadian counterparts, the appropriate safe 
levels of harvest are seasonally set. To 
continue the positive walleye growth results, 
Lake Erie fishermen need to report any tagged 
walleye caught. Most important to increased 
fish availability everyone needs to prevent the 
spread of invasive species to our waterways. 
Even if you aren’t a fisherman, these 
indicators are important to all of us who feast 
on Lake Erie fish and the market price we are 
going to pay.      
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 Secretary Department 

   Lt/C Barb Rudolph, AP 
  

It’s here, the boating season is fi-
nally here.  Boats are in, hopefully 
and you’ve already completed 
your first outing.  Maybe Put in 
Bay is in your near future, maybe 
you’ve already been, but whatever 

you do remember to be safe.  If you aren’t en-
joying one of the summer rendezvous, what do 
you do for fun?  If you have a special place to 
anchor out, go to dinner or just cruise around, 
drop me a line and I’ll share with the others 
over the next couple of issues.  Just send to 
psbrudolph@yahoo.com and use “Water Fun” 
in the subject line.   
     One of our favorite things to do when the 
“kids”, who are all adults now, come for a day 
of fun on the water is to pull out the tube.  Last 
year we had the tube out, just floating around 
at our favorite anchoring site, East Harbor 
State Park, right by the channel into East Har-
bor, and we noticed the tube was losing air.  
Time for repair, or maybe just a new tube.   
     Here’s a few reminders, compliments of a 
recent Crownline blog, to consider if tubing is 
your pastime.  All common sense but some-
times we need a little reminder.   First, know 
your equipment.  Know the weight limits and 
the maximum speed to tow.  Whether its new 
or old, check the label, the packaging or online 
at the manufacturer’s website.  Next, check 
your towline.  Make sure it’s in good condition 
before you go out and that it’s secure before 
you put a rider on.  Always have a designated 
spotter!  Make sure the spotter and all the rid-
ers know the hand signals for speed up, slow 
down and stop.  Consider your rider.  Novice?  
Don’t over do it!  It’s not funny when some-
one flies in the air and lands on the water with-
out a tube.  Be careful of the wakes.  They can 
make even a more experienced rider fly off the 
tube.   
 

     The one thing the blog did not mention was 
to make sure everyone is wearing the proper, 
Coast Guard approved PFD, that is impact re-
sistant and fits.   Recently a lawsuit was filed 
against a life jacket manufacturer by a father 
of a young adult that was killed while tubing.  
He was not wearing a Coast Guard approved 
life jacket.  Make sure to check for the Coast 
Guard approved stamp!  Many non-approved 
life jackets are sold from the same rack as 
those approved.   
     Each summer we spend hours at the beach, 
and you’d be surprised what we see, or maybe 
you’ve witnessed it yourself.   
Whatever your favorite boating activity is, 
have a safe summer!   
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               Administrative Department 

      Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP 

    
   I know that I’ve mentioned this 
before but I just want to remind 
everyone that we have a Jump Start 
program up and running at the Ak-
ron Sail and Power Squadron. This 

is a great opportunity for members with a new 
or new-to-them boat to get some on-the-water 
support with handling their boat. The program 
pairs a member with experience on the specif-
ic type of boat with someone who has a new 
boat for some one-on-one on the water cus-
tomized training. I would strongly encourage 
anyone who would like a little instruction to 
reach out to me and we will match you with an 
experienced member. 
This year’s rendezvous have kicked off with a 
great fun rendezvous in Put in Bay. Bob Ball 
showed all attendees a good time with great 
companionship, excellent food, and a great 
venue. A bit smaller group then headed over 
to Rattlesnake Island for a bit of luxury at the 
Rattlesnake Island Club. To me the friendship, 
fun, and adventure of these events are more 
than enough reason to be a member of ASPS 
(our education program is another). We have 
some great upcoming events on our calendar 
so please take a look at the ASPS events web-
site for the rest of the summer’s schedule. 
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/squadron-
calendar/events/.  We would love to see you at 
the next rendezvous. 
  

Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/C Greg Arnold, JN & Lt Sue Arnold, AP 
P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN & Patricia A Ball, S 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Thomas J Carrino, AP & Virginia L Pfile 
Lt James Ehrman, AP & P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 
Lt Sid Foster, P and Lt Linda Foster 
V/C Craig D Fraser, SN & D/Lt/C Liana F Mihalca, SN 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 

P/C Jan Holmes, SN  & Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
P/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN &  Martin Jones 
Lt Mike Krebs, JN and Lois Tennant 
Andy Leffler, P & Barbie Leffler, P 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Dave Rice, SN & Lt Joy Rice, AP 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
P/Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP & P/Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, JN 
Thank you for your support! 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2017 

Hope you are all having a great summer boating & other-
wise spending time on the water. REMEMBER there is no 
July meeting for Akron Sail and Power Squadron.  Our next 
meeting is August 2, at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front St, Cuyahoga Falls, starting at 7:30. 

 We will have a dinner meeting September 6, at the new 
Pick’s Boat House restaurant in Portage Lakes.  We will 
have a speaker on Lighthouses. 

 In the meantime, don’t miss out on our summer fun: 

          Sun, July 22  - Jet Ski Rally -  https://goo.gl/mgqrzA   

         Fri, July 27 – 29, 2018 – District 7 Rendezvous  -  In-
fo:  https://goo.gl/Kopyzj  

         Sat, July 28, 2018 – Portage Lakes Cruise & AYC 
Steak Fry –  https://goo.gl/8mZC8K  

         Fri, Aug 3-5, 2018 – Sawmill Creek Rendezvous -
  https://goo.gl/1oKXqQ  

         Sat, Aug 25, 2018 – Corn Roast – Battery Park -
  https://goo.gl/GEU5RK  

         Fri, Sept 14 – 16, 2018 – Port Clinton Rendezvous  -
  https://goo.gl/EKKLfN  

  
Or our two remaining kayak/paddleboard seminars, 
July 18 and 25: 

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/paddle-
smart/ 

Make this the best summer ever by spending quality fun 
time with your ASPS friends. Trade sail/power boat rides 
on Lake Erie and see “how the other half lives!” Great fun! 

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/squadron-calendar/events/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/squadron-calendar/events/
https://goo.gl/mgqrzA
https://goo.gl/Kopyzj
https://goo.gl/8mZC8K
https://goo.gl/1oKXqQ
https://goo.gl/GEU5RK
https://goo.gl/EKKLfN
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/paddle-smart/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/paddle-smart/
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 Educational Department 

  Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
 
    Our off-season education offerings are 
just about wrapped up now, but don’t 
forget the summer opportunities. Within 
ASPS, you can learn about kayaking and 
paddleboarding in four PaddleSmart 
seminars. These take place on Wednes-
days at 1800: July 18 and 25. Check the 
ASPS website for details and enrollment. 

These include both some classroom instruction to get 
you started and a couple of hours of on-the-water prac-
tice. So not only will you gain new skills, but you will 
also have the chance to spend a weekday evening on the 
water.  
 
Perhaps you need some targeted training for specific 
skills on your new (to you, anyway) boat. Perhaps, like 
so many of us, you’re having difficulty getting into your 
slip. Or there is some other maneuver that is eluding 
you. For that we have the JumpStart program, just get-
ting underway this year. Kevin Miller is making that 
happen. You can sign up as someone who can teach 
someone about a particular type of boat. Or you can ask 
for someone to go out with you to teach you some 
skills. Again, you can get more information on the 
ASPS website, as well as arrange for a session on the 
water in your own boat.  
 
There are other learning opportunities outside of ASPS, 
of course, They tend not to give the same value that our 
organization does, but they may meet some needs. This 
is the season where various sailing schools are getting 
underway with their on-the-water training. If you are 
considering chartering a sailboat in the Caribbean or 
elsewhere, then you might want to consider the Ameri-
can Sailing Association (ASA) certification courses, 
which many chartering companies use to make sure you 
are capable of taking care of their boats. If you have ex-
perience with any of these, let me know. I might ask 
you to write about it for future Scuttlebutts.  
 
And for those rainy days when you are stuck inside the 
cabin, there are an increasing number of computerized 
boating simulations to choose from. We’ll try to take a 
look at some of them in the future.  
 
This Fall, we are looking at courses on Seamanship, Ad-
vanced Piloting, one unit on Marine Electronics, and the 
Instructor Development course. We can always use in-
structors, so let me know if you are interested, and sign 
up for the course to get certified.  
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LEARN TO PADDLE 
Paddle Smart® 

  

Introduction to Paddle Sports. Learn how to safely 
navigate the water with a stand up paddleboard or 
kayak. We will teach you about the different types 
of paddle crafts & the safety gear necessary to 
have onboard. We’ll show you how to use your 
paddle craft and the different paddling techniques 
and safety practices. But mostly, we’ll teach you 
how to have fun safely. You may get wet, so bring 
a towel, a change of dry clothes, water shoes, sun-
screen, a hat or visor, and a water bottle. 

 
Locations: 

Springfield Lake Senior Community Center 
2491 Canfield Road Akron, Ohio 44312  

Craftsmen Park Portage Lakes 4450 Rex Lake 
Road Akron, Ohio 44319  

 
Members $25, non members $35. Payment by 
PayPal is required to register. 
Dates and times available http://
akronpowersquadron.com/wp/education/paddle-
smart/ 
Boating and paddling are fun… We’ll show you 
how!  Questions?  Call P/D/C Robert Ball,  
 330-322-7975 

Don and Kerry Albanese at the May Steak Fry. 
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 I am pleased to introduce our new Ships Store officer, Lt Richard McCandless, JN. 

Although Richard joined ASPS in 1987, he has only recently been able to get involved with 
our membership meetings and projects. That is not to ignore his passing the rigorous Junior 
Navigation course this past winter of 2018.  

Richard has diligently worked to obtain a new supplier for clothing articles supporting 
our USPS and Akron Sail and Power Squadron logos. High quality merchandise at a reasona-
ble price with quick turn-around can sometimes be a tall order. An initial order will be sent to 
Queensboro.com very shortly. If you are interested in being the first to “jump on the band 
wagon” contact Richard immediately. His cell number is 330-319-3589 or email 
mccandlessr@sbcglobal.net.  

Richard is also handling requests for name tags. He currently has some which need to 
be picked up by newer members. Watch our website for updated merchandise information 
and ordering capabilities. We welcome Richard’s enthusiasm and look forward to some more 
innovative merchandising for ASPS members’ interests. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 

In the April 2018 edition of Passage Maker Magazine, one article was referring to In-
ternational Steering and Sailing rules as well as our inland requirements. Recently there have 
been several headline grabbing collisions between warships and tankers as well as kayaks to 
freighters. The common thread seems to be lack of a competent lookout on either one or 
both of the vessels involved. 

Rule 5 states:”Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper lookout by sight and 
hearing as well as by all available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and 
conditions so as to make a full appraisal of the situation and of the risk of collision.  

This means in all weather (fog or sun) whether underway, at anchor, or tied to a moor-

ing ball (except at a dock) a 360 degree unobstructed sight or hearing (might require more 
than the 1 helmsperson) must be kept. AIS and radar can never replace the visual lookout – 
with the proper understanding of navigation rules and collision avoidance. Distracted driving 
on the water can be just as fatal as when operating your car on a busy expressway. Be sure to 

factor in your own speed and maneuverability as well when out on the busy waterways this 
summer. Those freighters don’t want to ruin your day. Everyone can enjoy the water with 
just a little common sense and a review of maritime law. 

Boating Tips from Tidewater Tillie  

mailto:mccandlessr@sbcglobal.net
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Cleveland Rocks! 
  District 7 summer cruise 

 Come by sea or by land and enjoy a weekend of fun. 
  Some of the things planned may include: Goodtime III cruise,  
visit the Rock Hall, USS Cod, Wm.Mather ore boat, dinner in 

the flats and more!!! 

Dockage will be available at 

 

 Latitude: 41-30'30'' N   Longitude: 081-41'39''W   Reported Depth 6 to 12 Approach: Min 5.5 
27 – 29 July 

We have 53 docks being reserved exclusively for us! 
Docks from 30’ to 50’  Larger and smaller boats can be accommodated as well. 

Reserve your dock NOW by calling 216–804-1152 or fill out the form at  
Restrooms, showers, pump out and night time security in gated marina located behind the   

                                               Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 
                                                  Reservations DEADLINE 30 JUNE   

                     QUESTIONS?  CONTACT  D/LT/C  Jim Mason,SN  216-905-7234     jmason1626@cox.net 

Great Lakes Science Center & 
Cleveland Clinic Dome Theater 

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
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Places of interest  --  In and around the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  --  Wheel Chair Accessible  Great Lakes Science Center  --  Wheel Chair Accessible 

1100 Rock and Roll Blvd       NASA Glenn Visitor Center 
Cleveland, Ohio  44114        Cleveland Clinic Dome Theater  (6 Stories Tall) 

216-781-7625       601 Erieside Ave. 
Open:  10am to 5:30pm      Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

Admission:        216-694-2000 
General  --  $26        Science Center Admission: $16.95 

Seniors  --  $24        Dome Theater Admission: $10.95 
Youth  --  $16        Combined Discount: $21.95 
 

William G. Mather Steamship  216-574-6262 
1001 E 9th St.     Open:  11am – 5pm 

North Coast Harbor Park   Admission  --  $8.95 
Cleveland, Ohio  44114 

Tour this restored 618-foot historic ship and see what life was like on board a working Great Lakes freighter. Explore 
the 1925-built Mather from stem to stern and see its huge cargo holds, brass and oak pilot house, elegant guest quar-
ters and four-story engine room. Walk the decks and marvel at the “engineering firsts” that helped transform North-
east Ohio into a great industrial center. Experience the golden era of steamships on one of the best. 
 

USS COD Submarine  --  Not Wheel Chair Accessible  $12 for Adults 
Times:  10am – 5pm      $10 for Seniors 
216-566-8770       $7 for youths 

Come aboard and travel back in time to a place where survival depended upon silence, deep water, and well aimed 

torpedoes. USS Cod is where Cleveland honors its veterans! 
 

Women’s Air & Space Museum  --  Wheel Chair Accessible 216-623-1111 

Burke Lakefront Airport, Room 165     Open 8am – 8pm 
1501 N Marginal Rd.       Free Admission 

Cleveland, Ohio  44114 

The mission of the International Women's Air & Space Museum is to collect, preserve, and showcase the history and 

culture of women in all areas of aviation & aerospace; educate people of the world about their contributions; and in-

spire future generations by bringing the history to life. 
 

Parking  --  500 car Garage which is attached on the west side of the Great Lakes Science Center 
$8 per day  --  With a Science Center Ticket 

$9 per day  --  With a Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Tick 
$11 per day  --  Max with no purchased tickets. 
 

SATURDAY: 
1500  --  Commander’s Cocktail Party on the docks 
 

1830  --  Goodtime III Cruise  --  $54.95pp, Discount Tickets are available with Promo Code:  PS728 

Experience a narrated sightseeing cruise on the Cuyahoga River and Lake Erie. The Goodtime III operates from 

Cleveland's North Coast Inner Harbor at E. 9th Street Pier, next to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  The Goodtime III 

is the largest quadruple-deck 1,000 passenger luxury ship on the Great Lakes. 
 

SUNDAY: 
0900 - 1200  --  SUNDAY BREAKFAST BRUNCH 

Long time supporters of USPS, Lakeside has invited us to join them on Sunday.  Please note on the registration form 

if you are planning to attend so that they can have an approx. head count. 
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The D7 Bridge would like you to enjoy the local 

Museums 
Museums within walking distance from the above marina are:  Rock & Roll Hall 

of Fame, 
Science Museum, USS Cod Sub, Steamship Mather & Women’s Air & Space 

Museum 
 

Friday 27 July 
Come as early as you can and get a head start on the weekend 
You are on your own Friday so you can enjoy the museums 
 

Saturday 28 July 
The morning has also been left open so that you can enjoy a local museums 
1500  Commander’s Cocktail Party on the Docks 
   Hosted by the Akron Power Squadron  (Payment is in the Registration) 
 

1830  Goodtime III Dinner Buffet Cruise  -  located on the north side of 
the docks 
  You are responsible for the Purchase of the Tickets 
  Buying tickets on July 28 will cost you $54.95pp for the Cruise 
  Discount Tickets are available for $52.95pp  (Will be held for you on the dock) 
  1% Charge if tickets are purchased over the phone  

  MUST CALL AHEAD and ORDER the TICKETS  -  Deadline May 28th 
    Goodtime III Office:  216-861-5110   Ext. 1021 
    Use Promo Code:  PS728 - Reference “Power Squadron” at Pickup 
 

Sunday 29 July 
0900—1200 Sunday Breakfast Brunch  —  At the Lakeside Marina 
   Hosted by the Lakeside Marina  —  Long Time supporters of USPS 
  Approx. Cost:  $13.00pp (CC Only)  -  Individual Checks at time of Service 

 
Please Indicate if you are planning to attend on the Registration Form 

This will give Lakeside Marina a head count  -  No penalty for last-minute drop-
outs 

 
Note for Boaters who are Trailering 

Lakeside Marina is next door to where your trailers were stored for the weekend 
So motor that boat on over to the Marina for Breakfast before trailering it for the trip 

home 
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Rank/Name ___________________________________     Rank/Name ___________________________________ 
 

Address _____________________________________  City ____________________  State _____  Zip 
__________ 
 

Squadron ____________________________  Home Phone ____________________  Cell ____________________ 
 

Email ________________________________________  Boat Name _____________________________________ 

**** ALL BOAT DOCKAGE RESERVATIONS ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH BOAT 
OWNER AND CAN BE MADE BY CALLING DIRECTLY THE NORTH COAST HARBOR MARINA.  53 
DOCKS HAVE BEEN RESERVED (30’ TO 50’).   YOU WILL BE CHARGED BY THE BOAT LENGTH.   

Reserve your dock NOW by calling 216-804-1152.   (Ref:   D7) 

Only One  -  Up front Fee for the weekend: 
 Weekend W/O Dinner:  $16.00pp   Number _____  Total $ __________ 
 

Reservations received after June 30th will be charged a $10 late fee per family 
Make Checks payable to District 7 and mail the check with this form to: 

D/Lt/C  Jim Mason, SN 
1626 Lakeland Ave. 

Lakewood, Ohio  44107 
Cell:  216-905-7234     Email:  jmason1626@cox.net 

The District 7 Cruise 

Join us for a FUN Weekend 

North Coast Harbor Marina 

(Behind the Rock-n-Roll Hall of Fame)  

27, 28, 29 July 2018 

Registration Form 

Hotel Reservations will be the responsibility of attendees.  Block of 25 rooms are reserved. 
Hampton Inn  —  Call  216-241-6600 for Reservations  —  $139.00 per night 

1460 E. Ninth St.,  Cleveland, OH  44114   —  Reference “America’s Boating Club” 

Sunday Morning Brunch at the Lakeside Marina:  9am  -  12pm Cost Approx.  $13 

Weekend Deadline Dates:    Hotel Reservations:  May 27th       Dockage Reservations:  June 30th  

                                     GoodTime III Reservations:  May 28th     D7 Cruise Registration:  June 30th 
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Welcome New Members ! 
 
A fresh group of new members from the ABC Class 
has joined Akron Sail and Power Squadron. 
 
 Eric Steinel, of Hudson, completed the Hudson 
ABC Class and joined the squadron.  He is new to 
boating, with a 16’boat, and wants to learn more 
about the sport. 
 
Morgan Munro, of Akron, was in the Por tage 
Lakes class, and joined as an Apprentice member, 
which is available to students up to 23 years of age.  
Apprentice or Sea Scouts can join for $12 per year. 
 
Rich Kunig and his wife, Barb Thacker, of Cuya-
hoga Falls, were in the Cuyahoga Falls class.  They 
have a 12’ AMC Puffer Sailboat, and just bought a 
20’ Seawind Fox sailboat. 

 
We had 35 graduates from our current crop of ABC 
students, and it’s a tribute to our Education Depart-
ment that we had 100% of our students passing the 
exam!  So far in 2018, we have had thirteen new 
members.  As you meet other boaters this summer, 
don’t forget to tell them about Akron Sail and Power 
Squadron – “America’s Boating Club”®. 

 

P/Lt/C William Budd, SN 
 

We learned Bill passed away in March.  He was 92 – 
here’s his obituary -  
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/william-budd-
obituary?pid=188565271&view=guestbook . 
 

     Until about 10 years ago, Bill was very active in the 
squadron, particularly in the Educational Dept.  He joined 
USPS in 1977.  
He completed 
the Navigation 
course in 1989, 
and became 
“SN” in 1996, 
having complet-
ed all our cours-
es.  Bill became 
a Life Member 
(25 Merit 
Marks) in 2004. 
    Bill served as 
Squadron Edu-
cational Officer 
from 1992-
1995, and also 
served one year 
as Treasurer in 
1999.  As treas-
urer, he institut-
ed an “official 
form” for income and payable receipts – I still use a ver-
sion of these today. 
     Bill taught Piloting and Navigation for about ten years, 
starting in the late ‘90’s.  Joe Sudomir, Doug Thomas, Jim 
Rudolph, and I took N from Bill.  He also taught the 
Boating Class (an earlier version of ABC). 
     Outside of ASPS, Bill served as Commodore of South 
Shore Yacht Club (Portage Lakes) in the ‘70’s, where he 
raced a Thistle sailboat.  He later sailed a 27’ Erickson, 
named “John J”, which he kept at Bay Point.  He said it 
was named for his father. 
     Bill worked as a Chemical Engineer at Goodyear, retir-
ing around 1990. 

P/Lt/C Tom Vielhaber,AP and P/C Dave Rice,SN discuss the 
squadron with new members Rich Kunig and Barb Thacker 
after the exam.  

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/william-budd-obituary?pid=188565271&view=guestbook
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/william-budd-obituary?pid=188565271&view=guestbook
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New Small Boat Reporting Procedures Now In Effect 
 
CBP Introduces a New Smart Phone App for Small Boat Reporting in the Great Lakes and Saint Lawrence 
River from Buffalo to Ogdensburg 
 
BUFFALO, N.Y. – U.S. Customs and Border Protection has added the Buffalo Field Office to the list of loca-
tions now using the new Reporting Offsite Arrival-Mobile (ROAM) application for small boat reporting.  

The new app replaces the system of Outlying Area Reporting Stations (OARS), which were outdated and 
challenging to access. Small boaters in the Great Lakes and Saint Lawrence regions will now be able to com-
plete their inspection with a CBP officer through an app on a smart phone device, or at one of the new 
ROAM reporting locations, which will have the reporting app loaded on an iPad. 

The ROAM app allows small boaters the flexibility of reporting their arrival into the U.S. from any location. 
The ROAM app is available in the Apple and Android stores. The ROAM app enables a video conference 
with CBP officers located at the Ogdensburg port of entry. 

“This technology is a step in the right direction for the boating community as well as for our officers pro-
cessing these types of arrivals,” said Alexandria Bay Area Port Director Timothy Walker. “Having the clarity 
of high definition video, coupled with the traveler’s information from the application is strengthening bor-
der security while facilitating legitimate travel and commerce.” 

Small boaters can construct a profile within the 
application, and submit their information for a 
CBP video conference when crossing the U.S. 
border. Traveler information can be easily saved 
with the app, or recreated for future crossings. 

CBP encourages boaters to take advantage of 
the ROAM app on their smart phone devices. 

Travelers in possession of a Nexus Card or I-68 
can still report their arrival by calling 1-800-827-
2851 – or use the new ROAM app. 

If travelers arriving by boat have any questions 
about reporting their arrival to CBP, contact 
the local port of entry or call 1-800-827-2851. 
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I called CBP in May, and they said that the old videophone system, OARS, (Put In Bay, Cedar Point, Brands Marina, etc) 
will be replaced with tablets.  They said they plan to offer iPAD’s free to any marina requesting them – in which case, 
you could “check in” from your marina office.   
 
ROAM involves pre-work on your part.  I was able to download a pilot version of ROAM on a tablet to see what was in-
volved.  The download page said that the app is in development, and may be unstable.  
 
First, you need to download the app.  Once downloaded, you will need to log in with your email address and “Login.gov” 
password (you can request a “Login.gov” password from the app).  Note that “Login.gov” requires an additional verifi-
cation code, sent to your phone so make sure you set up your “Login.gov” account with your cell phone to accept a text 
or voice call.  If you don’t have that phone with you on your boating trip, you won’t be able to receive the verification 
code to complete log in.  You will be up the proverbial creek without a password! 
 
Once logged in, there are three sections of the app: 
 
The first section is where you input information about the “Traveler” (name, date of birth, passport info, photo of pass-
port with your picture).  This takes 5-10 minutes to fill out – so you want to do it ahead of time.  You would complete 
this info for anyone travelling with you. 
 
Next, you fill out “Mode of Travel.”  Choose “Pleasure Boat” from a drop down list, fill out other details (boat name, reg-
istration info, etc).  There is a place for your customs sticker number, if you are 30’ or longer.  Don’t worry, if you don’t 
have a sticker, there is a link that allows you to purchase one - on the spot (for $28.24)! 
 
If you have multiple vessels (or multiple modes of travel) you can enter and store them. 
 
Finally, it asks about the “Trip”.  Select one or more of your pre-defined travelers, your mode of transportation (your 
boat) and answer the following questions:   
 

Where are you now? 
Entry state 
Last country visited 
Contact email 
Declaration questions (commercial merchandise, $10,000 currency, wild life, etc) that you are bringing back  
You will also designate the vessel’s captain – choose from your list of travelers. 

 
When you have completed the details, you hit “Submit”.  I have not gone this far, but next, you should get an email, 
text, or call from CBP, either approving your entry, or asking for more information.  I spoke with one CBP official who 
thought it would open a live video chat. 
 
My wife and I already have the Global Entry cards, good for 5 years.  However, our Granddaughter does not.  ROAM 
would allow us to take her to Pelee Island for a weekend, without having to obtain an I-68 or other documentation for 
her (she has a passport).   Before the ROAM app, we would have to go to a videophone location, even if only one pas-
senger did not have the trusted traveler form.   
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 July 

 27-29 District Rendezvous 

 28 Portage Lakes Cruise & AYC Steak Fry 

    August 

 3-5 Sawmill Creek Rendezvous  

 25 Corn Roast – Battery Park  

 September 

 14 – 16 Port Clinton Rendezvous    
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Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
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