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 Well, it’s July and the nice 
weather is here. At the marina 
people are trying to work out 
social distancing and masks. At 
the restaurants and bars, it var-
ies, but not so much. What we 
can all do that is safe is take the 
boat out on the lake. As far as 
gatherings go, your Bridge and 

Executive Committee are trying to navigate COVID-19 with 
the primary focus being keeping members safe. Opinions 
vary about what we need to do but we are trying to follow 
government and medical guidelines and, if we err, we want 
to err on the safe side.  
 I’m sorry to say that this year’s last squadron rendez-
vous has been postponed until next year. The remaining 
summer event that is still going forward is the Corn Roast 
at Battery Park August 22nd. I miss getting together with 
all of you to enjoy summer activities. I hope we can keep 
the Corn Roast on the schedule and catch up there for 
some Squadron fellowship. 
 While we can’t meet as a group, we have been work-
ing hard to find alternative ways to get together. We have 
been conducting general meetings online. We have secured 
good speakers to talk to us about timely subjects and I 
think they have been a lot of fun. If you haven’t joined one 
of the online meetings, I hope you will. If there is a reason 
you aren’t joining (boring, too hard to get connected, don’t 
like computers, or something else), please let me know and 
if we can fix it, we will. I have tried to make them as acces-
sible and fun as possible. Here is a video that shows you 
how to get connected. Online Tutorial 
 We are also trying to have regular, brief (20 - 30 mi-
nute) online webinars covering boating related topics. 
These are a great way to virtually get together and learn 
something from another member. These have been a lot of 
fun and informative. After the webinars we are trying to 
leave the meeting open to allow members to have a chat 
and catch up with friends. It’s not perfect but everyone 
seems to be having a good time. The webinars have been 
well attended and we will keep trying to present them as 
often as possible. If there is a subject that you would be 
willing to cover on a webinar, we will give you all the sup-
port you need to make sure you have a good presentation. 

So, please consider doing one of the webinars. In any event 
please plan to join us for our next webinar. 
 Please don’t forget that the PaddleSmart training ses-

sions are still being conducted this year.  Kayaking and 

Paddle Boarding are enjoyable ways to get on the water 

and provide good exercise. In the PaddleSmart training 

classes you learn the basics of the sport with both class-

room training and on the water experience. These are good 

fun and I strongly recommend taking a class if you haven’t 

taken one (or take it again just for fun).  

 

Regards, 
Kevin 
commander@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

Commander’s Message 
Cdr Kevin Miller, AP 

July Birthdays 
05 Patty Ball 

07 Candy Hale 
08 Heather Rudolph 

09 James Engle 
14 Nathan Kaufman 
14 Gilbert Lorenzo 

15 Christopher Holmes 
16 Barbara Thacker 

17  Karla Beech 
20 David Cummins 

20 Sue Henry 
21 Alexandra Hunt 

23 Jed Wise 
27 Linda Foster 

28 Karen Kaufman 
31  Samantha Gifford 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Iv02MSLbYNpP2copmQUO1kLl2-YXNbHX
mailto:commander@akronpowersquadron.com
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 Greetings fellow Squadron Members! I hope everyone 
is having a good summer so far and staying healthy and 
safe. In the absence of rendezvous and in-person meetings, 
I encourage everyone to attend one of our online webinars, 
and our online membership meetings to keep in touch with 
your fellow boaters.  
 
The District 7 Rendezvous on Middle Bass Island is still 
scheduled for July 31st through August 2nd and will be held 
in conjunction with Middle Bass Island Yacht Club. Friday 
night will be a pizza party and Saturday night MBIYC has 
invited us to join them in their steak fry and cornhole tour-
nament.  MBIYC has a beautiful location next to the Middle 
Bass State Park Marina. We will be on Dock “A” at the 
State Park Marina which is the dock closest to the office. 
You can make your dock reservation by clicking the link 
below: 
 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfcfOxajj6FEWZmBQLNejANQNBxuLGaN2CGWjj
8zlaHH8oxJw/viewform  
 
Additionally, please fill out the registration form for the 
rendezvous and mail it to Tom Hancock no later than July 
24th.   
 
https://d7usps.org/images/pdffiles/
rendez/2020D7cruise.pdf 
The cost is $65 per person.  
Also, stayed tuned for more information regarding the Au-
gust Corn Roast.  
Can’t make the rendezvous? Akron Sail and Power Squad-
ron remains committed to providing our members camara-
derie and fellowship, in a safe manner through online 
meetings and webinars.  
Please stay safe and healthy!  

Guess the P/C! 

Guess the Past Commander of Akron Power Squadron, 
 and where this was.  Answer on page    8 

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 
 

Commander  
Cdr Kevin W Miller, AP  

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Executive Officer  
Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
 Secretary  

Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  
secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  

scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com  

 

If your  eyes don’t like reading 
small type, just adjust these  
pages to about 125% or more. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcfOxajj6FEWZmBQLNejANQNBxuLGaN2CGWjj8zlaHH8oxJw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcfOxajj6FEWZmBQLNejANQNBxuLGaN2CGWjj8zlaHH8oxJw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcfOxajj6FEWZmBQLNejANQNBxuLGaN2CGWjj8zlaHH8oxJw/viewform
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://d7usps.org/images/pdffiles/rendez/2020D7cruise.pdf&sa=D&ust=1592353199712000&usg=AFQjCNEN31-iATGXEKsxQ2yinTbhEduJ9Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://d7usps.org/images/pdffiles/rendez/2020D7cruise.pdf&sa=D&ust=1592353199712000&usg=AFQjCNEN31-iATGXEKsxQ2yinTbhEduJ9Q
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ASPS Education Schedule 2020 

 
 
As things are opening up, many of 
us have finally got our boats in the 
water. We want to do some 
boating and not necessarily think 
about learning new knowledge and 
skills, even boating knowledge and 
skills. Even so, ASPS continues to 
offer educational opportunities and 
to plan for our future courses, 
workshops and webinars.  

 
Every week or two we have been hosting a webinar on a topic of 
interest to boaters. These quick online presentations have been 
scheduled on Thursdays at 1900 using Google Meet and record-
ings of them can be found online:  
 
June 11 “Anchorages I’ve Known and Loved” Brian Logan - 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/10VJTqWSVQ6ROsZP6Cdd8Z4WMUTM8l2rW/view?
usp=sharing 
 
May 28 “Chartering in the BVI’s,” Greg Arnold. - https://
drive.google.com/file/d/1-
vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view  
 
 May 21 “DSC - Not Just for Mayday Anymore,” Brian Logan. - 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view 
 
May 14 – “Weather Apps for Boaters,” Chip Ingram - https://
drive.google.com/file/d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-
yfjhQm6/view  
 
We hope to continue to offer such opportunities, but a lot de-
pends on all of you stepping up. What topics should we cover? 
Are you willing to offer a short (half hour) webinar on a boating 
topic? How can we encourage more participation? Let us know 
your ideas.  
 
And don’t forget the summertime PaddleSmart seminars. These 
present good opportunities to get outside for some exercise and 
new boating skills. Check the ASPS website for the schedule and 
registration information.   

 
Finally, we are making plans for restarting the ABC cours-
es and to offer our usual fall lineup of courses, if possible. 
Let me know how you can help! 

 

Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

 

 
30 January 2020:  AIS Seminar 
American Legion Hall ——-Complete 
  

05 February 2020:  Engine Maintenance Course (in pro-
gress—-Delayed) 
Cuyahoga Falls High School 
 

11 February 2020:  Navigation (in progress) 
Cuyahoga Falls High School 
 

15 February 2020:  Two-Day ABC (completed)i 
Cuyahoga Falls High School 
 

19 February 2020:  Extended ABC Course (in progress) 
Ravenna Marine 
 

17 March 2020:  One-day ABC Course 
St. Timothy’s, Macedonia —-Completed 
 

09 March 2020:  Extended ABC Course 
Portage Lakes Library——Delayed 
 

12 March 2020:  12-Volt Electrical Systems Workshop 
American Legion Hall——Completed 
 

14 March 2020:  One- day ABC Course 
Hudson High School—-Delayed 
 

21 March 2020:  Two-day ABC Course Begins 
Copley High School—-Delayed 
 

09 April 2020:  Fuel and Boating Workshop 
American Legion—-TBD 
 

17 June 2020:  PaddleSmart: Portage Lakes  

24 June 2020:  PaddleSmart: Portage Lakes  

15 July 2020:  PaddleSmart:  Portage Lakes  

22 July 2020:  PaddleSmart:  Portage Lakes  

Fall 2020:  Seamanship/Boat Handling 

Fall 2020:  Advanced Piloting 

Fall 2020:  Navigation (Continued)  

Fall 2020:  Electronic Navigation 

Fall 2020:  Workshop 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-yfjhQm6/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-yfjhQm6/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-yfjhQm6/view
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Love a Good Mystery? 
 
 
 Grab your friends and join us in Raleigh NC on September 10th for a fun, exciting, mysteri-
ous evening of dinner and fellowship at the Murder Mystery Dinner Theater.  The dinner will be 
held at the National Fall Governing Board Meeting.  We will be having lots of onsite and offsite 
activities in addition to meeting and communicating with other USPS/ABC members. Some of 
the other activities will include kayaking, touring our headquarters building, visiting the NC His-
tory and Science Museums, sampling the wonderful IPA beers in the area and afternoon tea.  
The Raleigh Hilton North Hills is working with the National Meetings Committee to make this a 
very economical meeting for all attendees.  The business of USPS/ABC is conducted by the vari-
ous committees, but we encourage everyone to join in the fun and fellowship by attending the 
meals and tours (when available).  Check out the meeting website for more details.  https://
www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39  Everyone is invited to attend 
the meetings, meals and tours!   

Welcome New Members! 
 
John and Nicole Miller, and their 
three sons, Barret, Duncan, and 
Fletcher joined the squadron in early 
June.  They just purchased a new 
Yamaha jet boat which they will 
keep at Salt Fork, and plan to trailer 
to other spots, including Sandusky 
Bay.  John’s parents were members 
and spoke highly of the Squadron.  
This brings our membership to over 
200, with sixteen new members this 
year.  Akron is the tenth largest 
squadron in USPS.   
 
John and Nicole Miller with sons Bar-
ret, Fletcher, and Duncan on their 
Yamaha jet boat. 
 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
Membership Chairman 

https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39
https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39
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June 4 Meeting - "Lake Erie Algae and Research Efforts" 
Akron Sail and Power Squadron had its Teleconference Monthly Meeting, using Google Hangouts, on Thursday, June 4.  
Our featured speaker was Dr. Christopher Winslow, Director of the Ohio Sea Grant College Program and The Ohio 
State University's Stone Laboratory.  His talk, starting at 7:30, was entitled “Lake Erie Algae, Research Efforts”. 
 
There were nearly 40 people who connected to the call – and since many computers were shared by more than one 
person, attendance was probably a bit higher.  Thanks to all the members and guests who logged in! 
 
We started the meeting at 7:30 with our featured speaker and followed with our business meeting about 45 min later. 
 

 
 
     
 

Dr.Winslow connecting from his home.  

      Dr. Winslow was a knowledgeable and effec-
tive speaker.  This year, the algal bloom is pro-
jected to be less pronounced than last year.  Nu-
merous factors impact the bloom, including 
phosphorus from agricultural runoff.  Farmers 
are looking at ways to reduce runoff.   While the 
phosphorus levels cause a higher bloom, the 
toxic nature of the algae comes from the nitro-
gen levels in the water. 
 
Dr. Winslow also discussed dredging, invasive 
species, and Lake levels this year. 
 

Hazardous Algal Bloom expected to be lower this year 

                                                                                                                                                                           Continued next page 
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June Meeting Continued 
 

Following the talk, Cdr Kevin Miller, AP, moved into our regular meeting agenda.  Cdr Kevin Miller and the Bridge 
successfully adapted our meeting format to the internet.   
 
District Commander Lynda Leque, SN, announced that the D7 Rendezvous at Middle Bass Island is still scheduled for 
the weekend of July 31- Aug 2.  We are keeping up with decisions by the Governor, State of Ohio, and Yacht Club for 
any restrictions.  The Corn Roast is planned as scheduled on Aug 22 for Battery Park in Sandusky. 
 
The fall Penta Conference (5 Districts) is postponed until 2021, replaced by a one-day Conference. The date and loca-
tion will be announced when they are confirmed. The Rendezvous at Cedar Point is also cancelled for this year. 
 
During his report, Education Officer Chip Ingram announced that we’ve had three short, free webinars on Thursdays 
– Weather Apps, DSC radio, and Chartering in the BVI’s.  Before you receive your Scuttlebutt, Brian Logan will have 
discussed anchorages in western Lake Erie, for those looking for a change in this covid-atmosphere.   
  
If you missed the meeting, the good news is that our workshops and meetings have been recorded, so you can listen 
to your favorites as many times as you want!  Dr. Winslow’s presentation can be found at: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1074xNCuNyGfadn6shbQ6ULGuzHRs6h7-/view?usp=sharing  

 
Past Commander James Eden, AP  
 
Past Commander James Eden, AP, passed away May 
12, 2020.   Jim Joined Akron Power Squadron in 1987.  
He served on the Executive Committee from 1988 - 
2000.  He was elected to the Bridge in 1993 and was 
Commander in 1995.  Jim was a member until 2004, 
and had 18 Merit Marks.  He received Akron's "Most 
Active Member" Award in 1992.  Jim and his wife June 
chaired various social activities, including several Dock 
parties and Bowling parties. 
 
June was also an active member of the squadron, with 
13 MM.  They had a power boat, Wee Bee Jammin. 
 
 Jim's obituary can be found at: 
 https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ohio/
obituary.aspx?n=james-s-
eden&pid=196209997&fhid=3853. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

Past Commander James Eden jokes with P/C Jan 
Holmes, SN (back to camera) at our 75th Anniversary 
Dinner, Turkeyfoot Island Club. 
On Jim’s right are Cheryl Thames, AP, and Jim’s wife 
June, S.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1074xNCuNyGfadn6shbQ6ULGuzHRs6h7-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ohio/obituary.aspx?n=james-s-eden&pid=196209997&fhid=3853
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ohio/obituary.aspx?n=james-s-eden&pid=196209997&fhid=3853
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ohio/obituary.aspx?n=james-s-eden&pid=196209997&fhid=3853
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I know this is a repeat, and I will keep repeating it till someone says:   All Clear     

Watercraft News & Features 

Is Boating a Safe Social Distancing Activity? 

4/28/2020 Watercraft in Buckeye Boater 
 

Boating safety is critical whenever you push off the dock, but with all the recent issues regarding COVID-19, 
many people are wondering if you can go boating and still maintain safe social distance. 
If you apply the social distancing rules to boating, here is what you get: 
Limit the people aboard to those family members you share your home with. No guests. 
Don’t raft up with other boats. Don't pull up onto a beach or dock close to another boat. 
Be careful to maintain a safe distance from others in the parking lot and when launching or loading. 
After doing anything that requires touching an item someone else may have touched, wash your hands or 
using a hand sanitizer as soon as possible. 
Limit the stops you make; pack your gear and supplies at home. 
 Boat ramps are open at Ohio State Parks, but restrooms and marina buildings are not. So be prepared with 
gasoline and other supplies. 
Be prepared for all safety and equipment matters, too. There may not be another boater around to lend a 
hand when you are on the water. Filing a float plan is essential to ensuring that someone knows where you 
are boating and when you expect to be home. 
 
Related Links 
ODNR Operations During Coronavirus Outbreak 
File a Float Plan 
DiscoverBoating.com contributed to the content 
of this article. 

Answer to mystery P/C: 
 

Past Commander Gene Strine, N (1984) and his wife Bonnie, 
S, anchored off Cedar Point Beach, taken in early 80’s. The 
Jonsel was a 30 foot Steel Clipper.   They docked at Venetian 
Marina. 
According to Gene, “The Steel Clipper was a great Lake Erie 
boat.  I don’t think my hair is still that dark, though.” 

By Gilbert Lorenzo 

By Jim Rudolph 
 

 
By Sandy Vielhaber 

http://watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/news/tag/buckeye%20boater
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr-core/home/resources/corona-virus-operations
http://watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/floatplan
http://discoverboating.com/
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DSC Radio – It’s Not Just for “Mayday” Anymore 
 
More than 25 members and guests registered for the boater’s workshop, “DSC Radio – It’s Not Just for 
“Mayday” Anymore.”  The half-hour session was held Thursday, May 21 as part of our short, on-line 
“Boater’s Workshops.”  Instructor P/D/C Brian Logan, SN has given three previous DSC/VHF seminars. 
 
DSC radio technology has made “Mayday” calls easier.  Just pushing the distress button sends your location, 
vessel information, and even type of distress directly to the Coast Guard.  This seminar focused on using DSC 
technology to take advantage of advanced, boat-to-boat communications. 
 
1.  The “Individual Call” allows you to contact any individual boat if you know its MMSI number – which you 
generally store in your radio’s “Individual Directory.”   Since you don’t hail the boat on Channel 16, this re-
duces radio traffic on that channel.  The radio on the boat you’re hailing will ring, regardless of what channel 
it is monitoring.  Once the call connects, both radios switch to a working channel (68, 69, 71, 72, 78, 79, 80), 
selected by the calling vessel when placing the call.  Once you complete the call it follows regular VHF com-
munication procedures. 
 
2.  The “Group Call” is similar to the individual call – except you are calling multiple vessels.  This is a great 
way to stay in touch on a cruise or rendezvous hailing all the boats in your group.  The process requires that 
you have the “Group MMSI” stored in your radio, usually in a “Group Directory.”   ASPS has a group MMSI of  
033825766. 
 
You can store multiple Group MMSI’s.  In addition to ASPS, you might have a yacht club, your fishing bud-
dies, or dock mates.  The Group MMSI is not assigned by a regulating body, like the FCC.  It is created by the 
group, following international protocols – it must start with “0”, the next three digits represent your geo-
graphic region, and the last five can be any digits – 25766 is “Akron” on your phone dial. 
 
3.  The “Position Request” is simply that – you request the position of another vessel.  Of course, that vessel 
needs the DSC radio connected to a GPS to get the location.  This is particularly helpful if you’re coming into 
a crowded anchorage, or if you want the location to anticipate when that boat will arrive at a marina.  I’ve 
used it to pinpoint a vessel’s location when it comes upon a navigational hazard, like fish nets.  This feature 
is most helpful if you have your chart plotter interfaced with your DSC radio – the vessel’s position shows up 
on the chart. 
 
4.  The “Positon Report” is similar to the “Position Request,” except that you are sending your position to a 
specific vessel. 
 
5.  Finally, the “DSC Test Call” is a way to verify that your DSC radio is working, without actually speaking to 
someone.  When sent to another radio with the “test call” feature, the radio runs a diagnostic check and ver-
ifies it is working.  I place a “test call” to “USCG All Stations” -  003669999 – and in about a minute, I receive 
the message “test acknowledged.” 
 
                                                                                                                                                                           Continued next page 
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 To take advantage of these DSC features, you need a “Class D” DSC radio.  Class Ds are the 
only ones that have been sold after March, 2011.  Then, you need a unique MMSI for your ves-
sel, programmed into your radio.  You should also have the MMSIs, for boats that you wish to 
call, stored in your radio.   To take advantage of position features, your radio should be inter-
faced to a GPS or preferably a Chart Plotter.  (Some newer radios have built-in GPS.)  
 
Each VHF radio manufacturer has slightly different terminology and programming procedures.  
Brian shared his “cheat sheet” that he uses to make DSC calls quicker and easier. 
 
If you missed the workshop –good news!  Our workshops and meetings have been recorded, 
so you can listen to your favorites as many times as you want!  “DSC Radio – It’s Not Just for 
‘Mayday’ Anymore” can be found at:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view?usp=sharing     
For those looking for more information on using your VHF Marine radio, there is an excellent 
on-line tutorial, Boat US Tutorial - https://www.boatus.org/dsc/player.html 
 
Members who would like a copy of notes from Brian’s presentation, or a customizable 
(powerpoint) version of his “Cheat Sheet,” contact him at bats_wings@sbcglobal.net.  
 

 

DSC Radio test function - "Received Test Acknowledgement"  
means the DSC function is Working 

 

Left:  Chartplotter displays Position Report from Happy Daze.  
Right:  Chartplotter shows location of Happy Daze (blue flag) at 

Miller’s Marina 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view?usp=sharing
mailto:bats_wings@sbcglobal.net
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Blast from the Past – 2005 Trailer Boat Rendezvous in Marietta a Big Success 
 
Friday, August 19, 2005 was the start of the joint Akron Power Squadron / Mid Ohio Valley Rendezvous on 
the Ohio River.  Marietta, about 2 hours south of Akron, was the center of activities for the fun-filled week-
end. 
 
Marietta, settled in 1788, is the oldest settlement in the Northwest Territories, located at the confluence of 
the Ohio and Muskingum Rivers.  It has been an important river port and is home to the Stern Wheel Festival 
every fall. 
 
Of course, Akron has had trailer boat rendezvous in Marietta a few times before, and they’ve always been fun  
This  event was a joint effort, with co-chairmen Cdr Bob Summers, S, of Akron, and Cdr Ray Foss, P, of Mid 
Ohio Valley Power Squadron.  Mid Ohio, while a small squadron, has some members in Marietta, 
Parkersburg, and the surrounding areas. 
 

 
Marietta Harbor Marina    Photograph from www.mariettaonline.com 
 
 
Cdr Summers and Jackie trailered their boat to Marietta, as did Lt/C Bob Ball, P, and Patty (On the Ball) and 
Lt/C Marty Beech, JN, and Karla (Beech Toy).  Patty Ball actually drove separately, and pulled down two jet 
skis so that the Balls had a “home base” and their “river runner PWCs”.  P/C Bill Harris, P, and P/C Susan Har-
ris, S, also had their boat, Free Radical in Marietta, having towed it down a few weeks earlier. 

http://www.mariettaonline.com/
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Rounding out the Akron contingent were P/Lt/C Jan Holmes, AP, P/Lt/C Margo Holmes, S; and Christopher Holmes; Lt/C Tim Lowe, AP, 
and Lt/C Cindy Lowe, P; and D/Lt/C Brian Logan, SN, and Lt Coralee Logan, S. 
 
The group met at the Hotel Lafayette bar at 2000 on Friday night.  There, they met up with Cdr Foss, several local MOV members, and 
D/C Liz Glassell, AP, and P/C Tom Glassell, AP. 
 
The Hotel Lafayette is a unique place, and the bar is no exception.  It’s a great place to meet – for locals and visitors alike.  Ray Foss 
had arranged discount room rates with the hotel, and the Glassells and Lowes took advantage and stayed there.  The rest of us either 
stayed on our boats at the Marietta Harbor Marina, at other hotels, or with friends. 
 

   
 
Left Hotel Lafayette                                                                          Right:  Hotel bar – lots of steam boat memorabilia 
 
 
On Saturday, the group enjoyed boating down the Muskingum River to the Ohio. They beached their boats and swam for a while be-
fore heading to a visit and tour of Blennerhassett Island, followed by lunch at Kokomo’s, a riverside restaurant in Parkersburg. They 
just parked their boats on the island beach and climbed the stairs to the island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   Marty Beech backing away from the ramp.   
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Harman Blennerhassett, a wealthy Irish aristocrat, settled on this wilderness island in 1798, where he built a magnificent mansion. 
The 7,000 square foot house contained furniture purchased in London and Baltimore, oriental carpets, oil paintings, and porcelain 
made in Paris. It was one of the most elegant estates in Virginia and was the most beautiful home west of the Alleghenies.  
 
Unfortunately, President Thomas Jefferson heard that Harman and Aaron Burr were training a militia on the island, and in 1806 
sent in the US troops to break up the fun.  The militia was disbanded, Harman and Aaron were arrested, and the house accident ly 
burned to the ground a few years later. 
 
Archeologists found the foundation in 1973 and did a magnificent job recreating the mansion, which you can tour.  And we did!  
 

 
Our group tours the historic Blennerhassett mansion 
 
The whole weekend was picture perfect.  The weather cooperated and we all had a great time.  If you’re interested in pictures, and 
some more of the story, check out the web site at: 
https://www.batswings.com/marietta_1a.html 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

https://www.batswings.com/marietta_1a.html
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Sunset Hanging on a ball at Put-In-Bay—————Thanks to Linda Seeman 

 
June 17 Kayak And Stand Up Paddleboard Workshop 
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I think this has been a 
banner week. With all 
the social distancing, it 
has been look but don’t 
touch with our grand-
son. You already know 
how I feel about not 
getting to hug my 
friends, so you can figure  
out that not touching 

our grandson is very difficult. At 14 months we still do 
communicate. He pats his “BELLY” and I pat mine, I 
make funny noises and he laughs. Well this week we 
got to go for a walk and he held onto my finger, OH 
the simple joys. I got to push him on a swing and 
watch his face light up, made me forget all about this 
pandemic thing. So if you see me with a smile on my 
face it is likely because I have recently visited our 
grandson—be smart, be safe and keep healthy. 
 
   tom v 

 
 
Oh, and I am keeping the picture till we get an all 
clear on Distancing and Hugging.   Tom 
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 
 
If you don’t read all the way to the last page you will 
miss out on the funnies. 
 

Secretary 
Lt/C  Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

mailto:scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com
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