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 It is hard to figure out 
how to be a commander in a 
year like this one. Our events, 
except D7 at MBIYC, are can-
celed. We cannot meet in per-
son safely as a group. The 
COVID numbers are heading 
(rapidly) in the wrong direc-

tion. The USCG has halted our VSC program while safe 
ways are worked out to inspect boats. In short, most 
of what we do as an organization has been put on 
hold.  
 Your Bridge and Executive Committee have been 
working (remotely) in the background to come up 
with ways we can serve you during this period and 
begin to operate again when that makes sense. Chip 
and the Education department are hard at work 
getting our educational program on track and ready, 
We presented a series of workshops online and are in 
the process of developing more. We regularly discuss 
ways to bring the membership together and want to 
resume that as soon as possible. 
 So, please bear with us. If you have suggestions, 
comments, or questions please feel free to contact me 
(commnader@akronpowersquadron.com). If you have 
a topic that you think would be interesting to the 
membership, let me know and we can help you devel-
op a webinar for it. If you have ideas for activities we 
can do safely, let me know. Most of all, please stay 
safe and enjoy this time as best you can. 
 

 

Regards, 
Kevin 
commander@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

Commander’s Message 
Cdr Kevin Miller, AP 

August 
 

01 Steve Neumann 
05 Jim Haag 

06 Ron Reichert 
07 Nicole Miller 
09 Ken Nettling 
09 Kim Rawson 

12 Sid Foster 
14 Bob Wilson 

15 Dave Feltner 
20 John Gates 

20 Paula Weiland 
24 George Bleyle 
24 John Crandell 

24 Dave Rice 
25 Michael Kaufman 

26 Bob Porterfield 
29 Tom Carrino 

31 Richard Kemp 

mailto:commnader@akronpowersquadron.com
mailto:commander@akronpowersquadron.com
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Greetings fellow squadron 
members! 
  I hope everyone is en-
joying the summer; it is hard 
to believe August is upon us 
already.  The District 7 Ren-
dezvous on Middle Bass Is-

land was a big hit and everyone had a great time. Thank 
you to the Middle Bass Island Yacht Club for their fine hos-
pitality. We truly appreciated all the necessary precautions 
they took to keep everyone safe and healthy. 
 Regarding the August Corn Roast, we are sorry to an-
nounce that the event must be canceled. There will be 
more on that in the secretary’s message. We are all disap-
pointed, but your health and safety are our top priorities. I 
understand Tom is already thinking ahead to the time we 
can all get together for our Corn Roast. 
 It has been a different summer for all us with social 
distancing, and not being able to do the things we normal-
ly like to do… one idea is to take the time to dive into that 
favorite book that you have been putting off until winter. In 
case you do not have that favorite book waiting in the 
wings, and you’re looking for a great “nautical” story, I 
highly recommend Sailing Alone Around the World by Josh-
ua Slocum.  
 This is more than a “sailing” book, it is the story of an 
incredible voyage around the world from April of 1895 to 
June of 1898. Joshua Slocum was the first person to sail 
around the world alone, and this book chronicles that ad-
venture in Captain Slocum’s own words. Captain Slocum is 
a talented writer and prolific storyteller. He spent 13 
months to restore a 36-foot oyster sloop with the intention 
of sailing her around the world. Born in Nova Scotia, Cap-
tain Slocum first went to sea at the age of 14 as a cabin 
boy and cook aboard a fishing schooner. He had a wealth 
of experience and many ocean voyages under his belt prior 
to embarking on this journey. In the book he not only 
chronicles his journey but talks about his experiences and 
the people he met along the way. He talks about sailing 
with a goat that ended up being a very problematic ship-
mate, and outwitting indigenous Yaghan Indians along the 
coast of Tierra del Fuego who attack at night. He did this 

by putting tacks on his deck and was awakened in the mid-
dle of the night by the sounds of the Indians yelping in 
pain. 
 One of the most amazing things about this journey is 
he navigated without a chronometer. He relied on dead 
reckoning for the longitude and he took noon sun sights for 
the latitude. He used a cheap tin clock, as he put it, to ap-
proximate the time. Overall a fascinating story for anyone, 
not just a sailor, and an excellent well written book. 
 So, find a good book and a shady spot with a cool 
breeze and enjoy! Please stay safe and healthy!  

 
 

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 

 
ASPS Bridge Officers 

Commander  
Cdr Kevin W Miller, AP  

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Executive Officer  
Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
 Secretary  

Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  
secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  

scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com  

 

If your  eyes don’t like reading 
small type, just adjust these  
pages to about 125% or more. 
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Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASPS Education Schedule 2020 
 
  

05 February 2020:  Engine Maintenance Course (in pro-
gress—-Delayed) 
Cuyahoga Falls High School 
 

11 February 2020:  Navigation (in progress) 
Cuyahoga Falls High School 
 

19 February 2020:  Extended ABC Course (in progress) 
Ravenna Marine 
 
 

09 March 2020:  Extended ABC Course 
Portage Lakes Library——Delayed 
 

12 March 2020:  12-Volt Electrical Systems Workshop 
American Legion Hall——Completed 
 

14 March 2020:  One- day ABC Course 
Hudson High School—-Delayed 
 

21 March 2020:  Two-day ABC Course Begins 
Copley High School—-Delayed 
 

09 April 2020:  Fuel and Boating Workshop 
American Legion—-TBD 
 

Fall 2020:  Seamanship/Boat Handling 

Fall 2020:  Advanced Piloting 

Fall 2020:  Navigation (Continued)  

Fall 2020:  Electronic Navigation 

Fall 2020:  Workshop 

 
 

No Need to miss ASPS Webinars – They  
are recorded! 
 
We’ve recorded recent webinars and meetings.  If you 
missed them, here’s a chance to view the recording: 
 

 “Anchorages I’ve Known and Loved”.  This sum-
mer, with the combination of high water and 
corona virus, you may want to anchor out 
more. https://drive.google.com/file/
d/10VJTqWSVQ6ROsZP6Cdd8Z4WMUTM8l2r
W/view?usp=sharing 

 
June 4 Meeting 7:30 PM –  “Lake Erie Algae and Re-

search Efforts,” Christopher Winslow, PhD, Direc-
tor, Ohio Sea Grant College Program and OSU 

Stone Laboratory.   https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1074xNCuNyGfadn6shbQ6ULGuzHRs6h7-/

view?usp=sharing  
 

“Chartering in the BVI’s,”  https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/
view?usp=sharing 

 
“VHF / DSC Marine Radio - Not Just for Mayday Any-

more,” https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view?
usp=sharing  

 
 
“ Weather Apps for Boaters,”  https://
drive.google.com/file/
d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-yfjhQm6/view?
usp=sharing   

 
• May 7 Meeting - "Ohio Boating During the Summer 

Of Covid" -https://drive.google.com/file/
d/107k1_FMqMaUGXZ1e_0gl0tNWz3X8SKKN/
view?usp=sharing      

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10VJTqWSVQ6ROsZP6Cdd8Z4WMUTM8l2rW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10VJTqWSVQ6ROsZP6Cdd8Z4WMUTM8l2rW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10VJTqWSVQ6ROsZP6Cdd8Z4WMUTM8l2rW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1074xNCuNyGfadn6shbQ6ULGuzHRs6h7-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1074xNCuNyGfadn6shbQ6ULGuzHRs6h7-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1074xNCuNyGfadn6shbQ6ULGuzHRs6h7-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vQmhZU4BzCSKUJJ7oL9M6ZiETJZ8aL_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-yfjhQm6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-yfjhQm6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-yfjhQm6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/102mbG2r0PE7Ec6pPIJ_Xs33U-yfjhQm6/view?usp=sharing
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USPS Digital Ads for America’s Boating Club 
 
 In our April issue, I mentioned that I had seen the first on-line ads for America’s Boating Course.  This is 
part of USPS’s new national advertising strategy. 
 In mid-July, I got an email from Cruising World  magazine, with links to on-line ABC classes and our on-
line seminars.  Here is an opportunity for us to get more publicity and potential new members.  In addition to 
links to the educational material, there are links to “join” or “find a squadron near you.” 
 

 

 

These ads are financed through the USPS Endowment Fund, and the USPS Education Fund.   Phase I of the 
Advertising Campaign was to build Name Recognition and transition to our new logo.  We are now transi-
tioning to Phase II, focus on specific promotions, generating sales of courses and membership. 
 In addition to digital ads, they are using print (boating magazines) and social media. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
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 From the USPS National Website: 
08 – 13 September 2020  
Raleigh Governing Board Canceled 
 

You can find more information on the Chief's page https://www.usps.org/
departments/11000/letters-from-the-chief.  Please call the hotel to cancel your 
hotel reservations.  National Meetings Committee will be reaching out to those 
who have already paid for meal and event tickets purchased, to refund as need-
ed.  Stay tuned for more remote meeting information. 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Name Game 
 

 Boaters put their creative minds to work from the moment they 
purchase their vessels. Choosing a name for a boat can be as daunting 
a task as naming a child! Will it be clever, meaningful, easy for dock-
masters to understand or spell, reflective of the owner’s personality or 
profession? So many things to consider.  
 ASPS member Rich Kunig sent an idea for having some fun in spite 

of the nasty pandemic interrupting our summer.  Think of a “new” 

boat name inspired by covid-19. Send your cleverness to us at scuttle-

butt@akronpowersquadron.com and we’ll publish them in the Sep-

tember issue of Scuttlebutt.  He sent some names to inspire you. 

Here’s one: Cove “Ed.” Now it’s your turn. The deadline for submission 

is 15 August. Put on your mask and your thinking cap. Let’s see how 

many chuckles we can generate! 

https://www.usps.org/departments/11000/letters-from-the-chief
https://www.usps.org/departments/11000/letters-from-the-chief
mailto:scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com
mailto:scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com
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Welcome New Members! 
 
Blake and Kim Rawson, of Cuyahoga Falls, joined the squadron in June.  They 
were students in Jim Ehrman’s Ravenna ABC class (which, unfortunately, did not 
finish due to Covid-19).  Blake and Kim do not have a boat, but have chartered 
sailboats in the Virgin Islands many times.   
In June, they both took the PaddleSmart course – using Paddle boards – from 
Bob Ball and Bob Mosey.   
Welcome Blake and Kim, and thanks to our fine instructors for helping recruit 
them.  This gives us eighteen new members this year.  Akron is the tenth largest 
squadron in USPS.   

Respectfully submitted,  
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
Membership Chairman 

 
Goldilocks and the Tree Bear 
Guess who, what, where, when? 
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ASPS PaddleSmart Seminars Make Local Papers 
 As she does for most of our classes, Nancy Whitehead submitted press releases for to the PaddleSmart 
seminars to local papers.  She includes the dates, how to sign up, what is covered, etc.  Sometimes the pa-
pers print this; sometimes they don’t.  Often the release appears in a highly edited form. 
 This year, with more people staying indoors due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, Sean Patrick of the West 
Side Leader thought it would make a good story for our times – a healthy way to enjoy the outdoors.  So he 
called instructor P/D/C Bob Ball, SN, for more details, and put the article in the June 11 issue.  
 The article must have helped, because for June 17 we had 17 students, and for June 24 we had the max-
imum, 20.  The two sessions in July were just as well attended. 
 

Shown are kayakers during an Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron Paddle Smart seminar last summer at Craftsmen Park. Photo: Brian Logan 
See the article at:  

https://www.akron.com/articles/akron-sail-and-power-squadron-offering-classes/ 
 We have been holding these sessions since 2012.  Over 300 students have participated.  Here are just a 
few of their comments: 

I would definitely recommend taking their kayak and paddle board courses!  
I not only learned a lot but had an amazing time and a lot of fun.  
The instructors were fantastic and very informative.  
We all had a great time last night and learned a lot.  Your organization is doing great things. 
You guys are amazing & so patient. You’re doing a great service. 
I just wanted to tell you again how much we enjoyed the class.  Morgan is NUTS about paddleboarding 

and already texted me about needing to "buy one soon"!   
Thank you so much for your part in putting together the kayaking class and instruction.  It was great in-

formation and fun!  In addition, everyone was so nice! 
 By the way, we need volunteers to help out at the sessions – with registration, loading/unloading the 
kayaks and paddleboards, fitting the PFD’s, and so on.  While it’s too late for this year, make a resolution to 
help us out in 2021! 
 We should remember to thank Instructors Bob Ball, P/C Marty Beech, SN, Lt Bob Mosey, without whom 
we could not support this program. 

Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

https://www.akron.com/articles/akron-sail-and-power-squadron-offering-classes/
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Battle of Lake Erie Bicentennial Plaque 
 

On a recent trip to Put-In-Bay, we saw this plaque commemorating the reen-
actment of the Battle of Lake Erie in Sept 2013.  It has many names on it, in-
cluding some of our members (I’m sure I didn’t see them all).  Here are a few 
– Kevin and Alice Miller, Don Gifford, Lynda Nossaman, Mark & Linda Seeman, 
Brent Kuwatch, and Ted Kurczynski (deceased).  The plaque is in the NE cor-
ner of DeRivera Park, near the corner of Bayview and Hartford Ave., near the 
playground.  This was the first time we noticed it. I believe it was dedicated in 
2015. 
 
Next time you’re at the Bay, look up this handsome plaque! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
 

 

 
Plaque commemorating the reenactment of the Battle of Lake Erie, Sept 2013 
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ASPS members Kevin and Alice Miller are included in the plaque  
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News Release  

 
Coast Guard assists more than 300 over holiday weekend 

 
 
 

CLEVELAND — Coast Guard units throughout the Great Lakes reported their busi-
est Independence Day weekend in at least five years Sunday, conducting more 
than 100 search-and-rescue cases and saving or assisting more than 300 people 
throughout the region. 
Despite those successes, at least two lives were also lost on the lakes during that 
time period, which stretched from July 3-5. 
Cases ranged from boat collisions to capsizings and sinkings. The incidents also in-
cluded two swimmers who were found clinging to the breakwater at the Coast 
Guard’s small boat station in Port Huron, Mich. Both were assisted from the water 
by the Coast Guard crewman who spotted them.  
Karl Willis, a search and rescue specialist at the Coast Guard’s Ninth District Head-
quarters in Cleveland, said that over the weekend Coast Guard crews in the Great 
Lakes: 
 Saved 45 lives 
 Assisted 271 additional persons 

Conducted at least two search-and-rescue cases with our Canadian partners. 
Anecdotally, he added, the Coast Guard is approximately 200 search-and-rescue 
cases ahead of last year’s pace, and about 60 cases over the five-year average. 
Mariners can help prevent boating accidents by filing float plans, always boating 
sober, and making sure their vessels and all associated safety equipment are well 
maintained. Be sure to have a working marine-band VHF radio aboard — they’re 
the best method of communication during an emergency. And always wear your 
life jacket. Those ideas and many more are gathered on the Coast Guard’s safe 
boating website at uscgboating.org. 

-USCG- 

FYI              As of July 14, US and Canada agreed to extend the border 
closing another 30 days, to August 21, 2020. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MDYuMjM5NTgzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3VybGRlZmVuc2UucHJvb2Zwb2ludC5jb20vdjIvdXJsP3U9aHR0cHMtM0FfX3d3dy51c2NnYm9hdGluZy5vcmdfJmQ9RHdNRmFR
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Chartering In The British Virgin Islands 
 

 
Our third on-line Boater’s Workshop was held Thursday, May 28, with P/C Greg Arnold, JN speaking on Chartering in the 
British Virgin Islands.  Greg, his wife Sue, AP, and P/C Lynne Jones, SN, and Martin Jones, P, chartered there in May of 
2017.   
 
Greg spoke about planning and recommended the Cruising Guide to the Virgin Islands.  Sue added that in addition to the 
charts and descriptions, the guide included some historic background that made the trip more enjoyable.   
 
He discussed boat selection, and guidelines when considering whether to charter a catamaran or a monohull.  For two 
couples, Greg felt that their 46’ monohull was a good choice.  Catamarans, with cabins in both hulls, give a bit of privacy 
and are great for 3-4 couples.  Of course, many believe in the saying, “Once you go cat…you never go back!” 
 
There are several options for travel to the BVI’s – they chose to fly to Puerto Rico, and then fly to Tortola, where most of 
the charters are located.   It can be a long trip and sailors with too many connections have been known to miss one of 
their flights.  
 
Their itinerary included Norman Island (said to be the inspiration for Treasure Island), Cooper Island, Spanish Town, the 
Bitter End Yacht Club, Marina Cay, and Soper’s Hole. 
 

       
 
Left:  Life on a mooring ball  -  cats and monohulls        Right:  The BVIs are the ultimate cruising ground 
 
Greg also discussed provisioning, staying on mooring balls, and the qualifications for chartering.  He left us with some final thoughts 
on clothes, provisioning, and things to see. 
 
Unfortunately, just a few months after their trip, the BVIs were devastated by Hurricane Irma.  The Charter companies did an out-
standing job of recovering, although many vessels – including the one Greg chartered - were destroyed. 
 
Questions included a discussion about costs.  There are several seasons where discounted rates are available.  Chartering in May was 
a little less expensive than over the winter months. 
 
If you missed it – here’s the good news!  Our workshops and meetings have been recorded, so you can listen to your favorites as many 
times as you want!  “Chartering in the BVI’s” can be found at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view?usp=sharing   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vp4zpu2ZpHJ3mA2n8mcomQIc2y2yycm/view?usp=sharing
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Oh, and I am keeping 
the picture till we get an 
all clear on Distancing 
and Hugging.  
 
 
 
 

         scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scuttlebutt Minions 

Secretary 
Lt/C  Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

For a chuckle click the link below Play 
the video—it made me smile 
 
 
 

Why Paddy's Not At Work Today 

 
 

Sadly, there will be no Corn Roast this year. 
 
 We cannot meet the requirements for 
large gatherings during Covid-19, and I 
could not bear the idea that I might cause 
someone to be sick. 
 

Tom v 

Memories 
 
Left: Schoolhouse Bay raft out, Middle Bass Island 
Start of 75th Anniversary cruise 
 
Right: A lonely gull waits for our return to Pelee Island. 
 
Thanks to the members who shared these photos in years past. 

mailto:scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iA5RGI3zn20
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