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 … a two-hour cruise 

A fine group of 28 members and guests enjoyed our two-hour cruise of the Portage Lakes on Wednes-
day, July 14.  We boarded three pontoon boats at Dusty’s Landing II, around 6:00 PM.  While the Portage 
Lakes have been home to our kayak classes for ten years, this is the first Portage Lakes Cruise we’ve had 
since 2017. 
 

All week long we were worried about the weather forecast.  Each day the forecast for the 14th was for 
rain and thunderstorms at 40-50% or more.  Of course, that means the forecast was 60% for good 
weather!  Luckily, it turned out the weather was 100% good. 
  

We rented two pontoon boats from Dusty’s.   Members Andy Leffler, AP, and Barbie Leffler, AP, volun-
teered to bring their pontoon, to make it three.  So, our flotilla had two boats with nine passengers and 
one with ten.                                                                                                                     Story and pictures continued, page 2 

Andy Leffler pilots his  boat  around Portage Lakes. Photo Brian Logan 
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Lt Coralee Logan, S, prepared a package of munchies, wa-
ter, and utensils for each boat. The chilled bottled water 
hit the spot, since the Portage Lakes are a State Park, and 
no alcohol is allowed. Thanks to Coralee, everyone made 
it through the cruise without hunger pangs. 
 

Andy was at the helm of his boat, with P/D/C Brian Lo-
gan, SN, and P/D/C Ken Leque, SN, piloting the rentals.  
We kept in touch with our VHF radios, tuned to Channel 
72.    Since we each had different colored shirts, Ken sug-
gested we hail each other as Red Boat, White Boat, and 
Blue Boat.  They were certainly patriotic names! 
 

Cruising along the way, we got to look at the beautiful 
homes and scenery of the Portage Lakes.    From Dusty’s, 
our flotilla headed north, with Andy in the lead.  We fol-
lowed him through the narrow Iron Channel.  Coming out 
of the Iron Channel, we passed under the Ned Mohrman – 

Lover’s Lane Channel Bridge (South Turkeyfoot Rd).   
Ned was known as "Mr. Portage Lakes." He operated 
Sandy Beach Marina and helped found Akron Yacht Club.  
Ned was a member of Akron Power Squadron from the 
mid '50s until the late ‘80s. 
 

Our trip took us into East Reservoir, one of the lakes with 
speed lanes.  Andy, with his hot 115 HP engine, easily 
lapped the other two rental boats, which barely had 
enough horsepower to leave a wake, even at full throttle. 
 

On shore, nearly every foot of waterfront has been devel-
oped.  There is a wide variety of building styles and sizes, 
with beautiful landscaping as well.  To see how much has 
changed, there is a 1909 postcard of “Lover’s Lane” in the 
“Summit Memory” website - https://
www.summitmemory.org/digital/collection/clinefelter/
id/2109 .  Not a building in sight! 
 

We continued our cruise to the end of the lake, the loca-
tion of Pick’s at PLX and the old Harbor Inn. Then we 
headed back toward Dusty’s.  With time to spare, we con-
tinued past Dusty’s and cruised to the entrance to Tur-
keyfoot Lake and Turkeyfoot Island.  That island is home 
to Turkeyfoot Island Club, the site of several ASPS events, 
including our 75th Anniversary Dinner in 2014. 
 

You can learn more about Portage Lakes State Park from 
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/go-and-do/
plan-a-visit/find-a-property/portage-lakes-state-park  
 

There is a helpful map at https://ohiodnr.gov/static/
documents/parks/parkmaps/portagelakesparkmap.pdf 
  
Following the cruise, members met at Picks on PLX for 
food and beverages.  Andy and several members took his 
boat and cruised to Pick’s by water.  After dinner, when 
Andy returned to the launch ramp, there was a boat 
stranded in the channel.  A young man and his buddy 
were trying out the new prop he had just installed.  How-
ever, he didn’t put a tab washer on the prop shaft, so 
when he had backed off the trailer, his new prop un-
screwed, and ended up on the bottom of the lake.  Andy 
towed him back to the dock – a true example of the USPS 
Pledge – “To render assistance whenever possible."  
 

More photos can be found elsewhere in Scuttlebutt and 
on our Facebook page, https://bit.ly/3eAoFZ1  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

Gathering at Dusty's Landing II, waiting to board the 

pontoon boats 

Ken at the helm of Red Boat 

https://www.summitmemory.org/digital/collection/clinefelter/id/2109
https://www.summitmemory.org/digital/collection/clinefelter/id/2109
https://www.summitmemory.org/digital/collection/clinefelter/id/2109
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/go-and-do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/portage-lakes-state-park
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/go-and-do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/portage-lakes-state-park
https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/parks/parkmaps/portagelakesparkmap.pdf
https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/parks/parkmaps/portagelakesparkmap.pdf
https://bit.ly/3eAoFZ1
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Gone Boatin’ 

Or … Water Under the “Bridge” 

Commander 
Cdr Lisa M. Thompson, AP 

  

 Come to our August meeting, Thursday,        
August 5, 2021 at the American Legion Hall!  

7:30 PM 

 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C  Tom Vielhaber, AP 

Make plans to join us for the annual Corn Roast on Sat-
urday, August 21, 2021 at Battery Park in Sandusky. 
Sign up at 
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/2021-asps-corn-roast/ 
 

Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

Stay safe. Enjoy the water and your boat. Be 
ready to participate in fall classes when the 
time comes! I hope to see you soon. 

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

The Ten-day Cruise and the District Rendezvous 
have been exciting events this summer. We will 
be catching up when we next get together! 

Secretary 
 P/C Lynne Jones, SN 

Treasurer 
Lt/C Linda Foster, S 
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AUGUST 

01  Steve Neumann 

06  Ron Reichert 

07  Nicole Miller 

09  Ken Nettling 

09  Kim Rawson 

12  Sid Foster 

14  Bobby Wilson 

16  Bill Smith 

20  John Gates 

20  Paula Weiland 

24  John Crandell 

24  Dave Rice 

25  Michael Kaufman 

29  Tom Carrino 

31  Richard Kemp 

ASPS Bridge Officers 
 

Commander  
Cdr Lisa M Thompson,AP 

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

‘Executive Officer  
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

  

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
  

 Secretary  
P/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  
  

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
2021 Events Schedule 

 
June 4-6 - Put-in-Bay Rendezvous - Bob Ball 

July 14 - Pontoon Outing-Portage Lakes - Brian Logan 

July 23-30 - 10 day “Islands” Cruise – Huron/Kelleys/

PIB/Middle Bass Island - Greg Arnold 

July 23-25 - Huron Rendezvous (start of 10 day 

cruise) - Greg Arnold 

July 30 - Aug 1 D7 Rendezvous* - Middle Bass Yacht 

Club (end of 10 day cruise) 

Aug 6 - Kayak Rendezvous – Lake Nimisila (Purple 

Martin Migration) Lisa Thompson 

Aug 21 - Corn Roast, Battery Park, Sandusky - Tom 

and Sandy Vielhaber Sign Up Now! 

September 10-12 - Cedar Point Rendezvous- Lisa 

Thompson/Bill Peterson 

 

mailto:treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com
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Let’s Ask 
the Skipper 
 
Get your boating and sailing questions 

answered! 
 Send them to the Skipper: 

skipper@akronpowersquadron.com  

 
Skipper, 
 
My buddy and I were motoring back 
to Sandusky from Huron when we 
saw the flags marking fishnets. We 
motored past them with no problems 
but were wondering what they mark 
and what we need to do to avoid get-
ting tangled up in them.  
 
Thanks Skipper, 
Tangled up in Blue 

Dear Tangled, 
 
On Lake Erie we have to watch out for 
three types of nets: Trap Nets, Seines, and 
Gill Nets.  
 
Seines are only used in Sandusky Bay and 
Western Lake Erie. They can only be used 
from the Spring until June 14 and then 
again after Labor Day. They work with one 
end of the net fastened to the shore and 
then a boat pulls the other end to net the 
fish. The nets are marked with black buoys 
and can be safely passed by staying out-
side the buoys. This picture is from ODNR: 

 
Gill nets are long nets (up to 5 miles) suspended by buoys between marker 
flags. Gill nets are not legal in Ohio waters but are used in Canadian waters 
(and in the Ohio River). The nets are to be marked on either end with flags and 
often have buoys between the flags. Deep draft vessels should locate both 
flags and pass the nets either between the net and the shore or outside the 
end flag. Most recreational boats can pass over the nets. In my sailboat I usu-
ally pass between the end flags but usually put the transmission in neutral 
while I’m passing (just for good luck). This picture is from ODNR: 
 
 

What you most likely saw between Huron and Sandusky bay was a fish 
Trap or Fyke net. They are to be marked with a double flag towards open 
water and a single flag towards the shore side. Further description and 
ODNR drawing follow on the next page. 

mailto:skipper@akronpowersquadron.com
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Trap or Fyke nets are to be marked as in the picture below with a double flag towards open water and a single flag towards 
the shore side. ODNR advises that you do not cross over the traps and either pass between the shore and the single flag 
or between the lake and the double flag. I do know that people in recreational boats cross them but this should be done 
with extreme care. These traps can be set closer to shore before June 15 and after Labor Day. 
 

 
If your boat gets snagged in a net, ODNR advises that you; 
 

Immediately put your boat in neutral and turn off your engine.  
Make sure everyone on board is wearing a life jacket.  
Contact the U.S. Coast Guard or a commercial salvage company for assistance. 
Report any damage to the net or vessel to a local ODNR Division of Watercraft Office. 

 

The flags can be hard to spot so it is important to keep a lookout for them.  
 

You can see more information from ODNR here. 
 

Safe Travels, 
Skipper 

Remember, to ask your nautical questions sent them to  
skipper@akronpowersquadron.com 

V-Berth Question            I am happy to report that we were able to reach a consensus regarding the way to sleep in your 
V-Berth. A significant majority reported the feet towards the bow was the way they did it. We have reports of alternate ori-
entation as noted here: 
 
 
 

Thanks, your respons-
es helping answer this 
important nautical 
question. 

https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/8a376728-4cf7-41e5-8d5f-46bf6960dbf6/CommercialFishingNets.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-8a376728-4cf7-41e5-8d5f-46bf6960dbf6-ng2KS0m
mailto:skipper@akronpowersquadron.com
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In Your Own Backyard 
 
 We are impressed with the technology and entrepreneurship of Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson (and soon 
Elon Musk), who established companies to provide flights into outer space.  These gentlemen, with teams of scien-
tists behind them, were strapped in their seats, in a computer controlled craft, for an eleven minute flight, achiev-
ing "4 minutes of weightlessness."   Anyone can join the passenger list for $250,000.  (Of course, it cost Mr. Bezos 
much more than that). 
 

HOWEVER, rather than buy a trip into space, why 
not buy a boat for a fraction of the cost. Unlike Mr. 
Bezos and his crew, who were strapped into their 
seats while a computer drove the rocket, you can 
actually learn to pilot your boat to untold ports, 
learn to evaluate the weather, and become skilled 
at maintenance.  Instead of a passive experience, 
take the helm and practice navigation and mainte-
nance for the rest of your life. 
 

I don’t know who coined the phrase, “In Your Own 
Backyard.”   My father used it many times, refer-
ring to a man who traveled the world in search of 
treasure, only to find it when he returned home. So why travel into space, when you can enjoy exploring on Lake 
Erie, the Ohio River, or Ohio’s many lakes?  Right in your own backyard! 
 

START with APSP courses - this fall we teach Boat Handling, Weather, Sailing, and Marine Electrical Systems. 
 

Respectfully submitted, P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

OPINION 

Backyard fun, ASPS style ... 

Rich Kunig takes the wheel of White Boat 
on Portage Lakes pontoon outing. 

Ken Leque steers Red Boat through the 
serene waters of Portage Lakes. Jim Rudolph and Baarb Thacker 

enjoy the ride. 
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YOU TALKIN’ TO ME? 

 
Communicating is a bear. “Legacy” 
organizations like USPS/ABC struggle 
with marketing. “America’s Boating 
Club,” the DBA name of USPS, is a mar-
keting angle. I wonder whether it's 
met its goals, or even if any goals were 
set.  
 

This is a rant about communication. 
You can tell what generation people 
identify with by their vocabulary. Say 
a few words, and people have you 
pegged. 
 

So is USPS/ABC “with it”? What do we sound like to Millenni-
als and Gen Xers and the generations behind? Check our lan-
guage. Do we toss around words like “performance,” “technical 
gear,” “essentials,”  “core,” “insightful" and above all, “digital”? 
Is there any boating activity we call “alt”? (Maybe that’s where 
paddle sports fit — are kayaks and paddleboards “alt ves-
sels”?)  
 

We sound like what we are: a group of mostly baby boomers, 
with some older and younger folks happily added. We’re most-
ly “digital immigrants,” people trying to adjust to technology, 
and some of us are “digital refugees” whose lives have been 
upended by automation or information.  
 

Now, some of my best friends are old people. (Maybe all of 
them?!) And you can build a big organization with nothing but 
older folks. AARP is the biggest voluntary organization in 
America. We need to do things my generation enjoys. One of 
the biggest squadrons in Florida has weekly lunches in addi-
tion to their official monthly meetings. More people go to 
lunch than to business meetings. (Hmmm…) 
 

Competing for younger members is still essential. They’re im-
portant people. They bring families, activities and energy. 
They influence others. They need what we can give. We need 
what they offer. 
 

To attract young outdoors-oriented people, we need to 
‘become the change we want to see’, as an overused phrase 
says. We could start by emphasizing “adventure,” “escape,” 
“expert guidance,” “decades of experience" and the like. It’s no 
stretch to see that they fit our boating activity and training.  
 

Aggressive communication is essential. Small squadrons with 
no working website are missing the boat. Bigger ones have to 
stay on top of “multiple channels” of communication: print, 
online, advertising, event-based, video and audio. Akron’s do-
ing more of this than most! We have a real website (thanks, 
Sue Henry!), a weekly email (cheers, Brian Logan!), an active 
Facebook page (Brian again), an entertaining monthly news-
letter (go, Tom Vielhaber!), virtual as well as in-person educa-
tion (yay, Chip Ingram and team!), a public relations leader 
(kudos to Nancy Whitehead!) and even an e-commerce ship’s 

store. Apologies to some others I’m certain to have left out, 
too.  
 

We probably rely too much on “pull” communication, too little 
on “push.” Like many groups we don’t do enough collabora-
tion. What don’t we have? Should there be a blog? A channel? 
Additional social media? Who knows how, is interested, has 
the energy? 
 

Here’s the point. It’s very hard to break through the dense fog 
of communicating today. People have built strong filters … 
otherwise they’re overwhelmed. There’s so much coming at us 
that it’s easy to miss what’s interesting and important … and 
what’s fun.  
 
-Richard McCandless, Chaplain 

 
*********** 

 

 

More Fun on the Pontoons 

Barb Rudolph and Coralee Logan enjoy the scenery, the 
snacks, and each other’s company. 

Andy Leffler leads the ASPS flotilla on the Portage Lakes 
cruise. It was a perfect, relaxing evening. 
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2021 ASPS CORN ROAST 
 

August 21, 2021    Battery Park 

701 E. Water St. 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 

 

  We’ll be cooking! 
 

Corn, of course! 

Sausage & peppers 

Hot dogs 

Tom’s Tasty Beans 

Iced tea, lemonade 

Vegetarian option 
 

Bring a side dish, appetizer or 
dessert to share. 
 

Cost:  $12 per person 
Kids 12 and under $5 
 

Arrive from 2:00PM until serving 
 

Meal served at 4:00PM 
 

Set-up help welcome any time af-
ter 12:00! 
 

Questions?  
Call Sandy and Tom Vielhaber 
330-990-4110 
 

 
Sign up and pay on our 

 website! 
 

 http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/2021
-asps-corn-roast/ 

 
 

Copy and paste into the browser if the link fails. 
 

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/2021-asps-corn-roast/
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Get to Know the USPS Website 

 

This summer, I’ve rented pontoon boats in three different 
states (sound suspicious? Maybe someone in Homeland Secu-
rity monitors this stuff).  The rental companies comply with 
their state law – for instance, in Ohio, if you were born after 
Jan 1, 1982, you need to have proof that you passed a state 
boating course. 

Luckily (?), I am old enough to be grandfathered in, so no 
proof is required for Ohio.  But what if you don’t have proof 
(ie, certificate or wallet card) and you are younger? 

The USPS website has a wealth of information about various 
programs, national committees, and activities for squadron 
members.  What I’ve found helpful is the Information Center, 
which lists all the classes and seminars I’ve completed. 

You’ll need your certificate # and PIN to log in to https://
www.usps.org/memb-home.  Then, go to Resources > Infor-
mation Center.  Then go to display member information, 
https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/tools/pages.cgi?
member:Y , and you can search with name or E#. 

Selecting my certificate number, I can access my “Training 
History”, and it generates a list of all the classes I’ve complet-
ed.  You can print this out, or print out a certificate with all 
your courses listed.    

The National Website has a wealth of information.  I suggest 
you try it to see what is out there! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canadian Travel by Recreational Vessels 
 
As of July 18, Canada has announced that it MAY 
allow FULLY VACCINATED Americans  
and permanent Canadian residents to enter the 
country starting in mid-August. 
 

“These changes are dependent on Canada being 
comfortable with its own vaccination situation, 
and the overall state of the pandemic. This plan 
could be delayed by any number of issues includ-
ing a new wave of Covid-19 infections and how 
well the vaccines are working on new variants 
that pop up. No details – such as whether visitors 
will be required to show proof of vaccination – 
have been released yet. New announcements on 
these plans are expected in the coming weeks so 
check back to this post to get current updates.”  
You can see the latest updates at https://
www.ezbordercrossing.com/coronavirus-travel-issues/  

Rich Kunig 
and Joy Rice 
enjoy their 
evening on 
the water 
with the 
crew of 
White Boat. 
Below, Red 
Boat waits to 
leave the 
dock.   
Photos, Brian 
Logan  

Boaters enjoyed cool beverages and tasty food after their 
two hour cruise on the Portage Lakes. Thanks to Brian 
and Coralee Logan for arranging the evening, and to 
Andy and Barbie Leffler for sharing their boat. Special 
thanks to everyone who attended for the fine camarade-
rie! 

https://www.usps.org/memb-home
https://www.usps.org/memb-home
https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/tools/pages.cgi?member:Y
https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/tools/pages.cgi?member:Y
https://www.ezbordercrossing.com/coronavirus-travel-issues/
https://www.ezbordercrossing.com/coronavirus-travel-issues/
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 Hey, Kevin Miller! Send an ASPS 
Jump Start volunteer! 
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Due to publishing constraints, the links in this flyer are not live. 
-Editor 



 

Scuttlebutt 
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Published monthly by Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron.   
Editor Tom Vielhaber 

 

Deadline for articles is midnight on 
the fifteenth of each month.  
 
Please submit articles in Microsoft 
Word format via email to:  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
387 Washburn Rd 
Tallmadge OH 44278-2615 
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Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 
1601 Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

See photos from past meetings at https://
goo.gl/2UahGf .  Following the meeting, the rendez-
vous info is posted on Facebook for your reference – 
for example, see  https://goo.gl/4LjV7P   , which con-
tains all the details on a Put In Bay rendezvous.   

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com
https://goo.gl/2UahGf
https://goo.gl/2UahGf
https://goo.gl/4LjV7P

