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Commander’s Message 
Cdr Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

 

  The boating season is winding 
down.  Golly I hated typing those 
words.  When you were out 
boating this season did you think, 
“Gee, I wish I knew how to do this 
better?” Fall is a great time to take 

a course, or two, or four to brush up on skills 
and gain new knowledge of how to make your 
next voyage even better.  I know we have a 
group finishing Junior Navigation this fall and 
I hope the students recorded good sites at Put-
in-Bay to use as calculations for their site 
folders. There's the practice cruise and the test 
then it's on to Navigation!   

Perhaps you wish you were better 
informed about the weather preceding the 
Vermilion or D7 rendezvous.  Taking the 
weather course would help you understand 
wind patterns as a front approaches. This is 
important so you can make the best decision 
as to when to travel to avoid those waves. 

Being confident in trimming the sails 
and reefing in higher winds is a part of the sail 
course, also offered this fall.   Knowing when 
you might be overpowered was critical 
knowledge prior to the D7 rendevous.  Many 
chose to come by ferry instead of chancing a 
very rough ride.   

Many of us have taken Seamanship 
which is paramount for travel on Lake Erie.  
Knowing the rules of the road, what buoy 
markers mean and what knot is best to use in 
various docking conditions are a few of the 
things you will learn.  Whether you are the 
skipper or first mate, this is a critical course to 

take to be safe on any body of water. 
The fourth course offered is Electronic 

Navigation.  This course gives you 
information in how to use your GPS, such as 
chart plotting your voyage, using the various 
displays and features and even placing 
warning zones on the chart so you don’t run 
aground! 

All of these courses are worth your time 
so I hope you will get involved, sign up, 
attend and earn your certificate taking one or 
more of these classes.  It is the difference 
between worrying and enjoying being out on 
Lake Erie in what can sometimes be 
unpredictable circumstances. 

I hope to see you at the Huron 
rendezvous…our last one of the season! 

Safe and Happy Boating! 
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Did you miss it? If you attended either 
(or both) our Vermilion or District 7 
Rendezvous; you were blown away. 
That is literally! With the winds gener-
ating waves of 4-6’, the canals of Ver-

milion were flooding over onto the lawns of lagoon 
residents. The floating ends of the Municipal Docks 
made it seem more like a hill climb to get on or off 
your boat for those 6 hearty boats tied up there. 
Many of us remembered parts of the old adage, “1 if 
by land or 2 if by sea” and drove over. Lt/C Tom & P/
Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber had a great weekend planned 
and no one wanted to miss out. His Saturday “Boil,” 
bag omelets for breakfast, and Friday night “silly 
snacks” were just a few of the highlights. Did you buy 
a cheesy souvenir, win the contest, and then give it as 
a gift? Great idea! 

The next weekend was District 7’s Middle Bass 
Island rendezvous. When the winds are gusting to 65, 
only the most intrepid boaters will venture out onto 
Lake Erie.  All of us retired folks made sure to travel 
early to avoid the biggest problems. Some smart 
attendees decided to wait until Saturday morning to 
arrive. The Mardi Gras spirit was alive and partying at 
the MBI Yacht Club and JF Walleye’s Restaurant. Our 
good friends, D/C Jane Brandenstein and P/NEO Bob 
made it on their Green Flash by judiciously planning 
ahead. Jane had the info for the Fall D7 Conference. 

Speaking of the conference, it’s on 3, 4, 5 No-
vember in Coraopolis, PA at the Pittsburgh Airport 
Marriott. The theme is Halloween and Akron needs to 
start putting on our collective thinking caps. The first 
planning meeting will be at my house on Thursday 
evening 14 September at 6:30. This is a somewhat 
shorter “construction period” so have some ideas 
ready to brainstorm. We will have food to help your 
brain function so come out and turn work into a party. 

8-10 September is the Huron Boat Basin ren-
dezvous. We think of September weather as “iffy,” but 
with July and August already causing problems; may-
be after Labor Day will be the best weather of the sea-
son. Jan & I have always loved the laid-back feel of 

Huron and hopefully you will enjoy your time there 
too. For most of us, it’s a relatively short boat trip, and 
for the rest of you, it’s easy to get there via car.        
             Remember the dinner meeting has been 
moved to October this year and the Education Recog-
nition meeting will be November. I hate to be talking 
about these Fall activities; I’m not ready for Summer 
to be over yet! But we hope to see you at all of these 
functions and keep enjoying the outdoors for as long 
as possible.  

01  Anthony M Catalona P 

02  Robert A Ball Jr  

03  James E McCreanor  

04  Richard J Hale  

07  Wendy M Wilson  

08  P/C Michael R Hutsler P 

08  P/C Richard M Klespies SN 

08  Ann M Wells  

09  Vergle L Gipson Jr S 

10  John N Trutza  

15  Craig D Feldman P 

22  1/Lt Michael G Krebs JN 

22  P/Lt/C Sandra Vielhaber AP 

22  Ella M Wilson  

25  Kozy M Corsaut P 

30  Marilou Brackley  
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     A few days ago a friend of mine said, “Steve-O, 
can you believe it? About 60 - 70 days left and we 
gotta put our toys away for the winter!” I thought 
about that for a second and yep, he was correct. 
Most of us reluctantly pull the boat out of the water 
in October and start doing those maintenance 
things we have to do on the boat and excitedly get 
ready to spend time with friends and family for the 
holidays.  
      But I thought well, we are now on the threshold 
of the most amazing time of the year on the water. 
The crisp air in the morning, coffee never tasted so 
good. The perch are already starting to bite! Fish-
ing on Lake Erie and listening to Ohio State Foot-
ball on the radio broadcasted from Toledo. Getting 
back to the dock and sharing the days catch with 
your dock mates with an amazing fish fry.  
      The boat loves this time of year too, the engines 
respond well as they gulp the cool heavy air and 
the throttle seems to beg to be pushed a little bit 
more. I can’t speak for my sail boating friends be-
cause I really don’t know too much about sailing. 
That is why I will be attending the Sailing class this 
fall offered by Brian Logan. If you want to learn 
about sailing I would recommend taking his class; 
any power boater would do well to understand this 
skill, centuries old.  
      On 5 October the dinner meeting held at Bricco 
Prime, formerly Prime 93 located at 4315 Man-
chester Rd, Akron, OH 44319. Please plan to attend 
this meeting as the guest speaker will be Carol Eu-
bank from the Portage Lakes Historical Society. She 
will have a ½ hour presentation about the history 
of this very important part of our community.  

      Some interesting history of the area of Portage 
Lakes - around 1840 Akron had flourished because 
of the industry boon brought by the Ohio Canal’s 
completion which enhanced transportation of 
crops and textiles. The Portage Lakes were built as 
feeder reservoirs to maintain the canal’s four-foot 
depth which ensured the transportation of goods. 
Because of the lakes’ recognized importance in the 
industrial development of this area, Summit Coun-
ty was created by assembling portions of several 
counties, linking the success of local industry, the 
Ohio Canal and the Portage Lakes that served them. 
(Information obtained from Cindy Roberts, writer 
for the Suburbanite.) 
      I hope all can attend this interesting and in-
formative meeting hosted by P/C Jim Rudolph, SN.  
I hope your boating season has been fantastic so 
far and remember, the best is yet to come! 

Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/C Greg Arnold, JN & Lt Sue Arnold, AP 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Lt James Ehrman, AP & P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 
Lt Sid Foster, P and 1/Lt Linda Foster 
V/C Craig D Fraser, SN & D/1/Lt Liana F Mihalca, SN 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 
P/C Jan Holmes, SN  & Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 

Cdr Lynne Allison Jones, SN &  Martin Jones 
1/Lt Mike Krebs, JN and Lois Tennant 
Andy Leffler, P & Barbie Leffler, P 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP & P/Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2017 

Vermillion Sunset 
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Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

 
     Remember the summers when you were young, and you almost wished for 
school to start so you could see your friends? I did say almost, okay! Well, summer 
is slipping away much quicker these days, but we do have fall classes where you 
can see your friends and improve your skills as well. We published the schedule last 
month, but have since altered the schedule so members can take more than one class 

if they wish. Sail class will move from Tuesday to Monday, beginning on September 11. 
Weather will change from Tuesday to Wednesday, star ting on September  6. Thank you, 
Brian Logan and Chip Ingram, for your flexibility! The rest of the schedule remains the same.   
 
 Register on our website,  www. akronpowersquadron.com,  
 
 I’ll be seeing you at the start of class! Until then, enjoy your boating season! 
  
Start Date    Class       Location     Time  
Sept. 11 Monday  Sail      Copley HS    7-9 PM  
Sept. 6 Wednesday  Weather      Cuyahoga Falls HS  7-9 PM  
Sept. 6 Wednesday  Seamanship     Cuyahoga Falls HS 7-9 PM  
Sept. 12 Tuesday  Electronic Navigation  Cuyahoga Falls HS 7-9 PM  
Sept. 13 Wednesday JN-ongoing    Cuyahoga Falls HS 7-9 PM  
Sept. 19 Tuesday  Seamanship    Ravenna    6:30-8:30 PM 

 

Welcome “New” Member Bob Ashley  
 
Bob Ashley, SN, joined Akron Power Squadron in 1967 and was a member for about 40 years.  Bob had a 28’ Sea Ray at Fox 
Haven on Lake Erie, and received his “Full Certificate” in 1974.  Bob got out of boating around 2007, and dropped out of the 
squadron.    
 
Now Bob has re-joined ASPS, with a 
“new” boat, a 1977 Chris Craft 17.5 ft Su-
per Sport inboard, restored by his son.  He 
keeps his boat, named “Comet 56,” at the 
Akron Yacht Club. At one of the AYC get-
togethers, Bob ran into ASPS member Karl 
Brothers, who put us back in contact with 
Bob.  Bob is also active in model railroad-
ing and the local AARP. 
 
Bob is among three current members with 
the earliest certificate dates in the squadron 
–  
Ron Reichert, P (Jan 1967), Bob (May 
1967), and P/C Donn Bell, AP (June 1967)  
 

http://www.akronpowersquadron.com
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America’s Boating Club TM - “For Boaters, 
By Boaters” 
 
     USPS has added “America’s Boating Club™” for 
us to use when marketing United States Power 
Squadrons®. 
This emphasizes the fun and fellowship that we 
have on the water, and in other boating-related ac-
tivities.  USPS also approved the tag line, “For Boat-
ers, By Boaters,” emphasizing that boaters are the 
center of the organization. 
     You may have noticed that our “Meetup” Group 
has been renamed from “Akron Boating Fun” to 
“Akron’s Boating Club” (see https://
www.meetup.com/Akrons-Boating-Club-Akron-Sail-
and-Power-Squadron/) .  

 

     USPS is not de-emphasizing education.  In fact, 
“For Boaters, By Boaters,” describes our educational 
material – developed with years of contribution from 
the experienced boaters of USPS.  The knowledge 
we gain from our classes help us improve the boat-
ing experience! 
     The “fun” aspect of USPS should appeal to target 
audiences for USPS growth.  USPS has identified 
“outdoor enthusiasts” and “sociable adventurers” in 
a major marketing study over the past two years.  
This comprises over 15.5 million US boaters.  They 
plan to advertise in major magazines for recreational 
boating, and are looking for funding. 
     If you’re interested in a short video aimed at this 
audience, see “Introducing America's Boating 

Club™” on our Facebook page, https://goo.gl/WVZ6cc 
     The purpose of the video is to arouse awareness, 
interest, and desire in adopting the safe-boating life-
style and taking action by joining USPS. The videos 
can be played at public meetings, embedded in 
squadron websites, and posted on squadron Face-
book pages.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

 

Squadron members Wendy and Bobby Wil-

son - and daughters Nina (20), AnnaMay (9), 

Ella (7) and Mia (6) - complete the Great 

Loop.  

See their story at http://www.thedevilstrip.com/

home/crossing-a-wake-one-familys-journey-

through-the-great-american-loop/ ! 

Sunrise at Middle Bass Marina 

https://www.meetup.com/Akrons-Boating-Club-Akron-Sail-and-Power-Squadron/
https://www.meetup.com/Akrons-Boating-Club-Akron-Sail-and-Power-Squadron/
https://www.meetup.com/Akrons-Boating-Club-Akron-Sail-and-Power-Squadron/
https://goo.gl/WVZ6cc
http://www.thedevilstrip.com/home/crossing-a-wake-one-familys-journey-through-the-great-american-loop/
http://www.thedevilstrip.com/home/crossing-a-wake-one-familys-journey-through-the-great-american-loop/
http://www.thedevilstrip.com/home/crossing-a-wake-one-familys-journey-through-the-great-american-loop/
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Huron Rendezvous  
Huron Boat Basin, Huron, OH 

September 8 – 10, 2017 
Rendezvous Cost:   $12 per person 

Huron Boat Basin 

Located 0.8 nautical miles in from the Huron Light 

West side of Huron River 

Adjacent to Huron Yacht Club 

 Dock rates:  

$1.50 per foot/night 

Boat Basin Monitors Channel 09 

Huron Lighthouse coordinates: 41° 24.58 N, 82° 32.32 W 
 
Friday September 8th

 

Come early and visit with friends. 

Social Hour 1800 (6 p.m.) and Wine Tasting – bring a hors d’oeuvres and your favorite wine or libation. 

Saturday September 9th
 

Continental breakfast at the pavilion. 

FALL City-Wide Garage Sale – 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (West side of 
the boat basin) 

Quarry Hill Orchards and Winery or Kayaking will be available up the 
Huron River 

Social Hour 1800 (6 p.m.) at the marina. 

Dinner at Huron Yacht Club 1900 (7 p.m.) 

Sunday September 10th
 

Continental breakfast at the pavilion. 

Continue to enjoy Huron and have a safe trip home. 

  

Hotel information for trailer boaters:                     
Comfort Inn River’s Edge 
132 N. Main Street 
Huron, OH 44839 
T: 419-433-8000 
Rates:  Approx. $70 – $100 
  
 
P/C Greg Arnold will handle dockage reservations with the Boat Basin. Please con-

tact Greg if you have any questions. Email: oday23@aol.com Cell: 216-346-9195 
 
Use this link to register: http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1612/huron-rendezvous/  

mailto:oday23@aol.com
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1612/huron-rendezvous/
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All District 7 Power Squadron Members 

On behalf of Pittsburgh Power Squadron Commander, Carolyn K Figore, S, we welcome 
this opportunity to personally invite you to attend the District 7 Fall Conference being 
held at the Pittsburgh Airport Marriott Hotel, 77 Aten Road, Coraopolis, Pa. 15108, 
November 3, 4, & 5, 2017. We are pleased to have many helpers from the Ten Mile 
Power Squadron on board. 

The registration form follows and will be on the D7 website.  The Conference theme is 
Halloween, so put on your thinking caps for Hospitality Room décor. The room rate at 
the hotel is $89.00 plus tax per night.  There is no charge for the hospitality rooms, as 
they will be utilized for meetings on Saturday.  The Commander’s Cocktail party on 
Friday is open to all attendees and will include substantial food.  The Ice Breaker will 
include the famous Banjo Band trio, a sing along and perhaps a competition and light 
refreshments and cash bar.  Hospitality rooms will be judged by ballot of those attending 
the conference.  Lunch and dinner menus are included on the registration form and look 
delicious.  The popular D7 Raffle will be available and we will accept contributions of 
baskets from all squadrons and members.  There will be no formal C/C’s Representative 
at Fall Conferences this year, but Louie will be sending his message.  We have provided 
both a package and single items for registration.  Deadline for regular price is Oct 25 so 
register early.  Hotel registration can be done by calling the hotel at (1.877.739.9461) and 
direct them to ask for the group rate for the United States Power Squadrons.  Hotel 
room reservation deadline is October 6, book early.  To reserve a hospitality room email 
Brittany Trees at btrees@marriottpittsburghairport.com  or call the hotel At 412-490-
6656. 

We are looking forward to having you be part of a successful conference. 

D/C Jane Brandenstein, SN 

 
BOAT DOCUMENTATION WARNING 

 
Each year, owners of documented vessels receive a renewal notice from the U.S. Coast Guard’s National 
Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC). Member Ken Conger received a renewal notice from “US Vessel Doc-
umentation, Inc.”  Ken noticed that the $75 charge is nearly three times the amount when you pay the US 
Coast Guard – so he is waiting for the CG’s notice.   
 
The U.S. Coast Guard’s National Vessel Documentation Center web site says:   

“…there are commercial entities that offer to manage the certification/renewal process on 
behalf of vessel owners for a fee. The Coast Guard does not endorse any of these compa-
nies, and the companies do not operate on behalf of the Coast Guard in any way. Any 
fees charged or agreements offered by such companies are in no way associated with the 
NVDC certification process. In addition, these companies are not authorized to issue any 
form of documentation, including travel letters and/or permits that authorize operation of 
ANY vessel.” 

 
Make sure you are renewing with the U.S. Coast Guard’s National Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC), 
located in Falling Waters, West Virginia. Current fee is $26. 
 

mailto:btrees@marriottpittsburghairport.com
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