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Executive Department  

Lt/C M David  Rice, SN 

 
 
 

I 
 think most of us have 

been getting the emails 

regarding the Fall 

Conference in Stonewall 

Resort, West Virginia. It is 

about a 4 hour drive, but because it is at a 

very nice resort instead of a hotel, I am really 

looking forward to it. We had our first 

planning meeting in September, but if you did 

not attend, please come to one of the next 

meetings. Meetings in October will be on the 

9th and 23rd. I’ll be sure to send out an email 

reminder as the dates approach.  We are 

always looking for ideas or ways to recycle old ideas.  The 

conferences are an opportunity to meet your fellow members and 

have some fun.  

 

   Sign up early and consider car pooling with other members; it 

will make the drive seem shorter and you can all talk about the 

beautiful fall colors in the mountains of West Virginia. 
 

   Also in November is a formal dinner to wrap up our 75th 

anniversary year. The dinner will be on November 15th at the 

Fairlawn Country Club.  Plans are well underway for this to be a 

spectacular ending to the year. The band will be the same as  the 

one who entertained us at our dinner held at Turkeyfoot Island 

Club to begin our anniversary year and everyone really enjoyed 

their music. Register on line and make this final event a great 

success. 

Pictured left and above are numerous crew members participating in the 
August Co-Op Charting event in Sandusky Bay.  Below is  the view during one of 

our Paddle Smart classes. 
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Education Department 
P/C Donald A Gifford, JN 

 
 

F 
all classes have started!! We have 

about 6 students in Seamanship this 

fall. Lt Bill Bartilson, JN and P/C Jan 

Holmes, SN are the instructors. Advanced Pi-

loting also started with about 12 students led by 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN. Navigation continues with P/D/C Craig 

Fraser, SN and D/Lt/C Marty Beech, SN. 

 

  Don’t miss the October general meeting. This is the annual edu-

cation recognition meeting where we honor our many skilled 

instructors, proctors, and everyone else who has helped out this 

past year in our education department. The meeting starts at 

7:30 PM, like all of our meetings, and this meeting also has FREE 

PIZZA!!! Come early to socialize and bring your appetites. Soda 

will also be FREE!! Be sure to thank all of your past instructors for 

their hard work. Hope to see you there! 

 

   1st/Lt Tom Vielhaber, P and I have been planning the education 

schedule for 2015. We plan on having 4 seminars, 1 each month 

beginning in January. Piloting, Sail, and JN classes will start in 

January. Six ABC classes, at various locations, along with our pop-

ular Paddle Smart program, are also on the calendar. Fall 2015 

will bring the annual Seamanship class. We will also be offering 

Weather and Cruising and Cruise Planning classes. Please let me 

or Tom know if you have interest in any of these classes or just 

have questions. Thank You. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASPS Bridge  
 

 

Commander 
Cdr Richard Sir Louis, P 

(330) 825-1139 

rsirlouis@ameritech.net 

 

 

Executive Officer 

Lt/C M David Rice, SN 

(330) 650-6823 
wnabsailing@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Administrative  

Officer 
Lt/C Greg M Arnold, JN 

(216) 346-9195 

oday23@aol.com 

 

Officers 
 

 

Educational Officer 
P/C Donald A Gifford, JN 

(330) 929-6045 

dgifford001@neo.rr.com  

 

 

Secretary 
Lt/C Sandra P Vielhaber, P  

(330) 633-5291 
svielhaber@yahoo.com  
 

 

 

Treasurer 
P/C Susan R Harris, S 

(330) 821-8020 

susanharris48@gmail.com 

    
 01  Joseph A Weiland  

 02  Lt Linda C Klespies, S  
 03  Kevin W Miller, P  
 04  A Ryan Kovacevich  

 06  P/C Susan R Harris, S  
 06  Roy Scherler, AP  
 07  Stephanie D Hunt  

 07  Grant T McGraw  
 07  Carol J Middleton, JN  

 10  Cathleen A Colon  
 10  Carol A Somodi  
 15  P/D/C Craig D Fraser, SN  

 17  Karen Brenneman, AP  
 17  Michael A Perz  
 19  Deborah A Haag  

 23  Suzan Ann McCreanor  
 25  George R Manley, AP  
 28  P/C John W Sutherland, AP  

 29  Mary G Costello  
 30  P/Lt/C Ted W Kurczynski, SN  
 30  Andrew P Milligan, P  

Member Kip Schmidt, (far right), next to his wife Marcy, along with 
other members of their family played corn hole and enjoyed the Corn 
Roast in August. 

mailto:dgifford001@neo.rr.com
mailto:tviel49@yahoo.com
mailto:rsirlouis@ameritech.net
mailto:wnabsailing@gmail.com
mailto:oday23@aol.com
mailto:dgifford001@neo.rr.com
mailto:svielhaber@yahoo.com
mailto:susanharris48@gmail.com
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Administrative Department 
Lt/C Greg M Arnold, JN 

 
 

N 
ow that the boating season is winding 

down, I am sure many of you are on 

the hard. This is all the more reason to 

continue participating in our events as we have a 

full schedule of activities this fall and winter. No-

vember 15th will be our “wrap up” 75th Anniversary Dinner at the 

Fairlawn Country Club. Thank to P/D/C Brian Logan, SN and the 

entire 75th Anniversary Committee for their hard work in putting 

these dinners together. Please be sure to sign up on the website if 

you haven’t already.   

 

   I would like to thank everyone for participating in this year’s 

rendezvous as well as all the rendezvous chairmen for their hard 

work this year. We had a great season, and it’s never too early to 

plan for next year. We are always open to new ideas and sugges-

tions, so please feel free to let me know if you have any for next 

season. Additionally, I would like to thank P/C Jim Rudolph, SN for 

chairing our September 4th dinner meeting at the Spaghetti 

Warehouse. Also, thank you Bryon Anderson, who gave a very 

interesting talk about the Physics of Sailing, as well as P/D/C Bri-

an Logan, SN for arranging it. I even heard a few power boaters 

learned something! 

 

   Now that we are gearing up for football season, you may find it 

interesting that the first televised NFL football game was played 

on October 22, 1939. It was played at Ebbets Field in Brooklyn, NY 

between the Brooklyn Dodgers and Philadelphia Eagles. The 

Dodgers won 23-14.  After watching the game you could go out 

for a late afternoon fall cruise in your 25 ft Chris-Craft Clipper 

which slept 4 and could cruise at 22 mph. Back in 1939 this cost 

$1,650 or approximately $27,466 in today's dollars, which is very 

reasonable for a new 25 ft boat. 

 

   Enjoy your fall and we look forward to seeing you at our “off 

season” events. 

 

Secretary’s Department 
Lt/C Sandra P Vielhaber, P 

 
 

I 
n the spirit of the simple phrase or one-word 

theme that seems to be trending in my arti-

cles, October’s word is feedback.  In order for 

this newsletter to be truly communicative, we 

need to know that you are “getting our message”, 

so to speak.  We’d like to know what you look forward to seeing 

each month. Is there a topic you’d like to see addressed, or a sug-

gestion you have? How do you use your Scuttlebutt? Perhaps you 

print the event registration pages for reminders or save the whole 

newsletter for reference.  What is your favorite feature? 

 

   I’ll go first:  I always check out the photographs first.  They 

evoke pleasant memories of events I’ve attended, or they make 

me say, “wish I’d been there” for the ones I missed.  I love seeing 

happy boaters.  Sometimes I’m just proud that one of my photos 

appears.  In this anniversary year I have also enjoyed the refer-

ences to what life in the early days of ASPS was like.  

 

   Of course, I won’t publish your name or comments, but they will 

help us improve our newsletter.  Remember, feedback includes 

your “gentle” critiques, as well. We’re not just looking for kudos 

here.  So, be the first to provide feedback by email to me at sviel-

haber@yahoo.com .  Just type feedback in the subject line and 

share your thoughts.  

 

 SCUTTLEBUTT     

 BOOSTERS 

 
P/C John Abbott, AP& 

Lt Maggie Abbott 

Lt/C Greg Arnold, JN & 

Sue Arnold, P 

P/D/C Robert Ball, SN &  
Patty Ball, S  

Thomas Carrino, AP & 

 

Jinx Pfile 

Lt James Ehrman, P &  

P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 

C/C Aide Craig Fraser, SN & 
C/C Aide Liana Mihalca, SN 

Bob Hamilton 

P/C William Harris, P & 

P/C Susan Harris S  

P/C Jan Holmes, SN &  

P/Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
Home sweet home Remodeling 

 

Lt Chip Ingram, JN 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & 

Lt Coralee Logan, S 

Kevin Miller, P & 
Lt Alice Miller, P  

Lt/C M David Rice, SN & 

Lt Joy Rice, S 

F/Lt Thomas Vielhaber, P & 

Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, P 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Pictured opposite are Corn hole champs, 1/Lt Lynne Jones, JN and Martin 
Jones, receiving their prize from Corn Roast event chair Lt Tom Burgett, P. 

mailto:svielhaber@yahoo.com
mailto:svielhaber@yahoo.com
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DSC “Radio Check” on the St Clair River 

Sometimes, a series of coincidences lead to a newsworthy result. 

As many of you know, Coralee and I spent six weeks sailing to 

Georgian Bay this summer (travelling 961 nautical miles, with 24 

ports of call).  Most of the marinas had Wi-Fi, so we could keep 

up with emails and submit the occasional Scuttlebutt article. 

 

We were on our way back to Sandusky, weathered-in at Bayfield, 

Ontario (a southern port on Lake Huron), when we got an email 

from new member Don Albanese, letting me know the MMSI 

(Maritime Mobile Service Identity) of the DSC/VHF radio of his 

new boat, “Annie”, a Nordic Tug.  I replied to Don, thanking him 

for sending his MMSI, and mentioning we were in Bayfield. 

Don emailed back to say, coincidently, that he and his wife Kerry 

were taking “Annie” to Bayfield the next week. 

 

Fast forward one week.  Coralee and I were heading south on the 

St Clair River, having left Port Huron and heading to Detroit, 

about 60 miles.  There weren’t many boats on the river, and 

Coralee saw one heading north.  “Hey,” she said, “there goes one 

of those beautiful Nordic Tugs!” 

 

Well, about 15 seconds later, I put two and two together (it takes 

longer as I age).  I said, “Don and Kerry Albanese are heading to 

Bayfield this week, I wonder if that’s their boat?” 

 

Now, I could have let it go at that, maybe emailing Don later to 

see if that was them.  However, I had entered his MMSI in my 

radio’s memory, so I immediately placed a DSC call directly to 

their boat.  Don told me later, “We heard a sound like the phone 

ringing….I picked up the radio microphone, keyed the mic, and 

the radio automatically switched to Channel 72 [which was the 

channel I selected for the call], and I heard your call.”  Don said it 

was his “first time” using the DSC feature of his radio – and you 

know that we always remember our “first time”! 

 

As part of our call, I told Don I would try a DSC “Position Re-

quest”, which allows you to check the location of the selected 

boat.  This is a great feature –  for instance, if you are coming 

into a crowded anchorage with a lot of boats (like Kelley’s North 

Bay), and want to find your friend, just send them a “Position 

Request” and see where they are.  I have my radio interfaced 

with my Garmin Chartplotter, so Don’s position showed up imme-

diately on my screen.  I’ve showed a “screen shot” below of what 

it looks like.   

 

Chartplotter shows blue flag (“Annie’s” position) in response my 

DSC “Position Request”.  You can see our boat (the boat icon in 

the lower left-hand corner), about a mile south of “Annie”.  I 

could set this as a waypoint and navigate to this position. 

 

Moving the cursor (golden arrow) over the “flag” identifies 

“Annie’s” MMSI        shown on next page 

 

“Island Girl” at Bayfield, Ontario.  “Do you have a slip for an 18 foot beam?”  
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Clicking on the “flag”, you see Annie’s MMSI, time and date of the 

call, and Annie’s position. 

 

This is a great feature.   I have to ask, “What is preventing YOU 

from installing a DSC/VHF radio?” 

For those interested, there is more information on DSC radios on 

my web site, http://www.batswings.com/VHF_Home.html  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

 

PS – For another coincidence, I had left my shaving kit in Bayfield.  

Don and Kerry followed up and brought it back to me! 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 15  -  75th Anniversary Dinner 

Banquet at the Fairlawn Country Club  

 

   We plan to “wrap up” our Anniversary year with a special 

dinner on Saturday, November 15.  Great food, great music (same 

combo as our dinner in May), great friends, great fun!  We’ll 

highlight all the special activities and fun we had this year.    

 

Earlier this year, we had a special 75th Anniversary Dinner to “kick

-off” our celebration.  This was a sold out event, limited to 75 

people, by the size of the Turkeyfoot Island Club in Portage Lakes.  

Fortunately, Fairlawn has plenty of room for all our members! 

 

If you want to see how much we enjoyed the “Kick-Off” we had in 

May, go to: https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?

set=a.10152103966812536.1073741915.344178127535&type=1  

 

The Fairlawn Country Club is located at 200 N. Wheaton Rd., 

Akron, Ohio, 44313.   

 

Cocktails 6:00-7:00 PM  with Cash Bar 

Cheese and Vegetable Platter 

 

Dinner 7:00 PM 

Pasta Bar Dinner 

Three Pasta Variety 

Chicken, Sausage, Shrimp and Vegetable Toppings  

Marinara, Meat, Alfredo Sauce 

House Salad, Choice of dressing 

Dinner rolls 

Coffee, Hot Tea, Decaf 

Raspberry Sherbet w/cookie 

 

8:30 – 11:00   Dancing and Entertainment   

Price:  $30.00 per person 

 

Register on line.  Pay on-line with Paypal or send your check to: 

P/C Susan Harris, S 

2025 Overcrest St 

Alliance, Oh 44601 

 

Dress:  Jackets or cocktail attire, USPS uniforms optional 

Lt Linda Sutherland, S, and her husband, P/C John Sutherland, AP 
showing off their ride at the Corn Roast. 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152103966812536.1073741915.344178127535&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152103966812536.1073741915.344178127535&type=1
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/2014-11-15/
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September Dinner Meeting, 

“The Physics of Sailing” 
 

   About sixty members and guests enjoyed great food, great 

friends, and a great talk at our Spaghetti Warehouse dinner 

meeting September 4.   

   Thanks go to P/C Jim Rudolph, SN, the event chair, who orga-

nized the evening.  Following the dinner (choice of Spaghetti, La-

sagne, Manicotti, Fettuccini Alfredo, or Chicken Caesar Salad), we 

were entertained by a lively talk about “The Physics of Sailing.” 

   Our speaker was Bryon D. Anderson, Professor Emeritus of Phys-

ics of Kent State University, and author of the book, “The Physics 

of Sailing Explained,” published in 2003 by Sheridan House.  Prof 

Anderson started with small sail boats as a teenager, and has 

sailed larger boats on Lake Erie and Chesapeake Bay.  He and his 

wife currently keep a 33’ Hunter on the Chesapeake.  His interest 

in sailing, and natural curiosity, led to his book, a combination of 

his vocation and his avocation. 

 

   Our speaker, shown above, spoke about hull speed, drag, keel 

design, and sail trim.  He ended with a discussion of the America’s 

Cup catamarans, and current speed sailing record holder, Vestas  

Sailrocket 2, at  65.45 kts (75 MPH). 

Guests Mary and Robert Kanza, who race their trimaran on Lake Erie, enjoying 
the evening 

Bow wave illustrates the concept of hull speed.  Most sailboats cannot generate 
enough power to “climb” over the bow wave, which is 1.34 times the square root 

of the waterline length 

Guests Charlie and Carolyn Balogh, members of Sandusky Sailing Club  
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Death on A Beautiful Day 
 

Matt had been teaching boating safety courses for United States 

Power Squadrons® for forty years. A few years ago at ninety, 

cancer slowed him down, so he leaves the teaching to some of 

the younger members. But when his memory turns to that tragic 

1980 day on the waters, his memory of events off of Freeport, 

Long Island, New York, doesn’t miss a beat. 

“I’ll never forget it,” he tells me. “I was at the supply store getting 

provisions for a two week cruise. The store was usually loud, 

crazy, and crowded; but this time, when I walked in, there was 

utter silence. Everyone was frozen, listening to a marine radio on 

which a Coast Guard radioman was trying to calm a terrified 

woman.”  

 “‘I don’t know what to DO!’ she said. ‘They told me to call 

Mayday, so that’s what I’m DOING!’ The Coast Guard guy tried to 

get her to tell him where she was, but she didn’t have a clue. He 

finally got her to tell her story.” 

“She had never been on a boat, and her boyfriend invited her with 

two of his buddies. The winds were perfect and the sea was calm. 

They were all having a great time. Around lunch, they asked her 

to go below and make sandwiches. Suddenly, a big wave hit the 

boat and she got knocked into the refrigerator and passed out. 

When she woke up she went topside. Everyone was gone.” 

“The Coast Guard guy kept asking questions, but she didn’t even 

know the town from which they left. He kept asking her to 

describe the buildings she could see, and finally he knew.”  

“They left the marina at 0900 and she went below around 1230. 

It was now 1300. With his knowledge of their speed, course, and 

time, he came up with the approximate location.” Matt 

continued, “Any good pilot knows how it’s done! Take one of our 

classes!” 

“The drama lasted almost 30 minutes. She had been told the 

location of the life preservers and how to call a MAYDAY. She had 

gotten no radio response until she figured to release the button 

on the radio.”  

“The woman suddenly yelled: ‘I hear a helicopter!’”  

“’That’s ours ma’am! And we’ll have a boat there shortly. Just 

stay calm.’”  

“That missing crew was never found.” 

Matt continued: “You take a chance when you don’t wear a life 

vest. It was a beautiful day on that boat, but a rogue wave was 

all it took. At least the captain’s instructions saved one life that 

day.” 

When I left Matt and started my cruise, I made sure all the kids on 

board wore life vests the entire time. You just never know.” 

As the members of the United States Power Squadrons now 

remind us: “Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the 

Friends” 

 

Lt/C Bob Moro, P 

Feature Writer 

Public Relations Committee 

United States Power Squadrons® 

Guests Ted and Val Rodgers, Flying Scot sailors from Berlin Yacht Club  

Guests Mary and Dave Tschantz came to learn more about sailing 

Guests Liz Neidert and Barb Moore.  Barb is a past member of ASPS  
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Scuttlebutt 
 

Volume 24, Issue 10, October 2014. 

Published monthly by Akron Sail 

and Power Squadron.  Editor 

Janice Vitucci-Ehrman 

 

Deadline for articles is midnight on 

the tenth of each month.  

 

Please submit articles in Microsoft 

Word format  via email to: 

jandjehrman@neo.rr.com 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

4903 Lovers Lane 

Ravenna OH 44266-9182 
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October 
 

2 General Meeting—Education 

 Recognition 

 

16 Executive Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 
 

6 General Meeting 

 Holiday Charity Project 

 

7-9  D7 Fall Conference 

 Stonewall Resort  WV 

 

15 75th Anniversary Wrap-Up 

 Fairlawn Country Club 

 

20 Executive Meeting 

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 

third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 

Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 

www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

