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Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

  
 

Dedicated to promoting boating safety through education,  
civic service, and fun! 

 
     It doesn’t just happen. Our dedicated members keep the classes going spring and fall, year after year. Our 

squadron is celebrating them—all 23 of them—and their accomplishments at the next General Membership meeting 

on Thursday, October 3 with a pizza fest! 
 

     You are invited to come and meet our instructors and assistants, talk about the classes, and eat Pizza! 

Here’s a look at the current class line-up, being held at Cuyahoga Falls and Copley High Schools:  

 

 Seamanship is underway with Jan Holmes, Tom Vielhaber, and 10 students 

 

 Weather is being taught by Chip Ingram to 8 students 

 

 Offshore Navigation is a rigorous class that started with 8 students this past spring and resumed with 5 of the 8 

this fall. Dick Klespies teaches with Richard McCandless’ assistance. 

 

 Sail has set off with Brian Logan and 3 students 

 

 Marine Communications, led by Ken Leque, just began on Wednesday, September 25 

 

     Teaching last spring’s advanced classes 

were Don Gifford and Tony Catalona, Piloting; 

and Jan and Margo Holmes along with David 

and Joy Rice, Cruise Planning. One-evening 

workshops included ROAM, CPR, and Weather 

Apps. 

 

     Bob Ball and Bob Mosey handled the 4 

PaddleSmart classes. The five 6-week Ameri-

ca’s Boating Courses were taught by Jim Ehr-

man, Jan Holmes, Chip Ingram, David Rice, 

Joy Rice, Barb Rudolph, Jim Rudolph, and 

Tom Vielhaber. 

 

     Keeping things running smoothly are 

workshop facilitators Tom Albano, Chip In-

gram, and Sandra Vielhaber. Proctors who 

handle exams are Margo Holmes, Coralee 

Logan, Michael Krebs, Joy Rice, and Barbara 

Rudolph.  
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Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/C Greg Arnold, SN and Sue Arnold, AP 
Lt Sid Foster, P and Lt/C Linda Foster 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Tom McFate, AP 
P/C M David Rice, SN & Joy Rice,AP 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
Donate $25 to see your name here! 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2019 - 2020 

 
ASPS Bridge Officers 
 
 

Commander Cdr Steve Neumann, AP 
(330) 620-5125 dockhopper711@gmail.com 
 

Executive Officer Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP 
(330) 608-9675 kevinmiller@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP 
(908) 410-5916 sophie3019@yahoo.com 
 
 

Educational Officer Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
(330) 633-5291 aingram@kent.edu  
 

Secretary Lt/C Barbara Rudolph, AP  
(330) 472-6087 psbrudolph@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Lt/C Linda Foster 
(330) 472-5607 lindafoster732@gmail.com 

LT/C Albert L “Chip” Ingram JN  
Education Officer 

Bio by Linda Foster 
 

     Chip Ingram, PhD, keeps his staff of 
22 prepared for their teaching responsibil-
ities and makes sure the classes run 
smoothly. In his other life, Chip is a Pro-
fessor of Educational Technology at Kent 
State University.  
     Chip has been a member of our squad-
ron since 1977 and enjoys his 25’ Bay-
field sailboat “Cats Paw” out of Port Clin-
ton.  

USPS On-line Seminars -  

Boost your boating skills and yourself and your guests 
safe on the water. USPS offers 9 online seminars HERE 

   
 
 

  

     It’s the end of September and I’m sitting in my home office reflecting on the boating season 
as it draws to an end. Was it just me or did it seem like as soon as Lake Erie waters receded to 
the point we didn’t need ramps to get to our boats, the season was about half over? Rather than 
lamenting about the difficulties we endured with weather and water levels and other issues that 
came up, I am sitting here smiling. I’m thinking about the incredible resiliency our group has.  
     Looking back, I laugh (just a little) thinking about P/D/C Bob Ball preparing a fantastic 
meal while standing in water up to his ankles manning that grill. The meal presented to us with 
helpful hands and in adverse weather conditions was brilliant to say the least. I remember the 

intense heat in Huron and us socializing in the A/C. I couldn’t attend the 10-day cruise which started in Vermil-
lion but I heard fun was had, other than a little rough weather. The corn roast that Tom and Sandy Vielhaber 
hosted was so much fun and the food was fantastic as usual. Despite the chilly wind it ended with a rousing bocce 
ball tournament.  We started the Port Clinton rendezvous with a rough thunderstorm but by Sunday, it was 
smooth sailing.  
     Never let it be said that Akron Sail and Power Squadron will let some weather and some high water get in the 
way of our having a good time! We had some different dinner meetings than the usual which I think was neat. 
One of them was held at a microbrewery in Hudson. Very different indeed.  
     Now as we put our boats away for the winter, we look forward to taking classes and preparing for the holiday 

season. Before you know it, we will be preparing for boating season 2020. 

Commander 
Cdr Steve Neumann, AP 

mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:lindafoster732@gmail.com
https://americasboatingclub.org/education-matters/online-boating-education/
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MY BOAT: Aluminum cruiser a rare sight in Midwest 
By Brian Kollars, bkollars@sanduskyregister.com Reprinted with permission 

Tom and Sandy Vielhaber were looking for a hobby they both  

could enjoy after Sandy retired from teaching. 

They decided to buy a boat. After some in-depth online shopping,  

Tom decided to check out the aluminum power boats made by  

Wooldridge Boats in Seattle. The Vielhabers, who live in Tallmadge, 

 eventually settled on a 29-foot Pacific Northwest Pilothouse  

cruiser. 

The boat, named Happy Daze, was displayed in the Seattle Boat  

Show before the Vielhabers took it for a test run on Lake Washington and then trailered it home to Ohio. The jour-

ney took several days, and they slept in rest areas. 

“Not one of my best ideas,” Tom joked. “This is as big a boat I  

could’ve purchased and still pulled it.” 

The Vielhabers, their pickup and boat eventually made it back to  

Ohio. The first year, the boat was docked in Lorain, but that didn’t last. 

“It was too rough for us,” Sandy said. “Then you go up and down the Black River and see the same bird on the 

same log and the kids say, ‘Is this all there is?’” 

The couple shopped around for a new launch point and settled on Battery Park Marina in downtown Sandusky. 

They’ve been there ever since. “We sit on the back of the boat and look at the (marina’s) park,” Tom said. “It wasn’t 

just 400 boats on this side and 400 boats on that side. We fell in love with the owners and the staff. They are excel-

lent. “We’ve made so many friends here. Anybody will come and catch a line for you.” 

The aluminum boat has many custom features, some built by Tom, who worked in construction before retiring. The 

bathroom is bigger than standard models and the cabin features a large sink, refrigerator and microwave and 

toaster ovens. One thing that was added in Seattle was air conditioning, something not found in many boats in the 

temperate Pacific Northwest. “I said, ‘No AC, no boat.’ That is a deal breaker,” Tom said. “The aluminum on top gets 

so hot in June and July that you can’t put your hand on it.” 

The Vielhabers bought the boat with fishing in mind, but it’s turned into more of a pleasure craft. They can sleep, 

eat and hang out on their Wooldridge. “It’s like camping,” said Sandy, who taught for Akron Public Schools. “It’s not 

as luxurious as the bigger boats, but it has everything we need, except a place to hang our clothes, so they’re al-

ways wrinkled.” 

Happy Daze, which weighs about 8,000 pounds — thousands less than a fiberglass boat — will zip across Sandusky 

Bay and Lake Erie at a pretty fair clip. “It’ll do about 35 mph,” Tom said. “For a single outboard, for a boat this size, 

you couldn’t get that speed in a fiberglass boat.” The boat, which was built with welded, quarter-inch aluminum 

below the water line, features one outboard motor, a trolling motor and a 150-gallon gas tank. 

It also bears a strong resemblance to a police boat, which gets the attention of many on the lake. It’s very unique 

for the Midwest, and the Vielhabers field many questions. “Nobody would be taking a picture of this boat if we 

were in Seattle or the Puget Sound,” Tom said. 

There are two large hatches on the covered deck that are designed to store fish but now handle other supplies. The 

boat also has a second steering wheel in the back for trolling. Tom installed a stern thruster that helps when dock-

ing. “If the wind is blowing us off the dock, the thruster pushes us toward to dock,” Sandy said. “Sometimes it’s 

hard to maneuver the single engine, but we’ve got friends to help.” 

The Vielhabers enjoy coming to Sandusky during the week, when the lake and restaurants aren’t so crowded. “We 

love to go out and eat here and walk around town,” Sandy said. “All the retired people come up on the weekend 

when the lake is busiest — it makes no sense,” Tom said. “(Sandusky) is amazing. It’s an unbelievable proactive 

community when it comes to keeping the city clean.” 

Tell us about your boat If you have a boat with a good story behind it, or know someone who does, we’d like to 

chat with you. Contact sports editor Brian Kollars at bkollars@sanduskyregister.com or (419) 609-5879. 

mailto:bkollars@sanduskyregister.com
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SAIL BOAT CAPSIZES ON LAKE ERIE – LESSONS LEARNED 
     A small sailboat (estimated 22-24’) capsized Sunday night (8/18), at about 8PM, about 4.5 miles off Port Clinton.  There 
was one man on board, who reportedly was returning from Put In Bay to Port Clinton.  He capsized when a storm blew 
through and capsized the vessel. 
     The sailor went to the bow of his vessel to adjust a line when a wave suddenly came over and swamped his sailboat, 
Bethannie Kittrell, commanding officer for U.S. Coast Guard Station Marblehead told Newsweek. "Luckily, the survivor 
stayed with his vessel through the night which aided in him being detected [by] the other mariner early this am," the U.S. 
Coast Guard said. 
     "The individual was very lucky he was able to make it through the night," Chief Petty Officer Dave Turner said. 
The GOOD NEWS is that the sailor was spotted around 8AM the next morning, and recovered by the fishing crew and cus-
tomers of the Waterfox, a charter fishing vessel which had departed from Fisherman's Wharf in Port Clinton.  The crew 
pulled the man from the water and notified the Coast Guard, who rendezvoused with Waterfox and transferred him to local 
emergency services in Port Clinton.  The man was suffering from hypothermia. 
      First, kudos go to the fishing vessel for spotting and rescuing the sailor.  If they had not spotted the boat, there is no tell-
ing whether the sailor would still be alive.  Also, thanks to the Coast Guard, who are “Always Ready” (“Semper Paratus”) 
and participate in many rescues every year.  
 
While we don’t have all the facts, here are some observations, based on local reporting: 

 THE SAILOR WAS CORRECT TO STAY WITH THE VESSEL.  It provided floatation and was much easier to see than if he 
had tried to swim to shore.  The sailor should also be commended on being able to cling to the capsized sailboat for 
12 hours. 

THE SAILOR WAS NOT WEARING A LIFE JACKET.  As a solo sailor, and with bad weather approaching, this was a mis-
take.  It appears he was not wearing a safety harness, either. 

It was reported that he did not have a marine radio.   While we don’t know how fast the vessel was sinking, a VHF ma-
rine radio would have allowed him to send a distress call.  With a modern DSC radio, he could issue a distress call 
by simply pushing the distress button.  With a properly installed DSC radio, with his MMSI number and connected 
to a GPS, it would have told the Coast Guard his vessel information and his location, facilitating rescue Sunday 
night.  Note that many hand-held VHF DSC radios offer all these features. 

A VHF Marine radio also gives the mariner access to NOAA weather reports and marine warnings.  While I was not lis-
tening to weather radio on Sunday, that night our TV was interrupted with the announcement that “A severe Ma-
rine Warning was issued for Lake Erie.” 

The sailor reportedly had a cell phone, but he lost it, apparently during the capsize.  A cell phone may have allowed 
access to weather reports, but would not be helpful to contact the Coast Guard, unless he had the CG phone num-
ber. 

The sailor was missing from 8PM until rescued over 12 hours later.  It appears that no one reported him missing.  Had 
the sailor had a FLOAT PLAN HERE or alerted someone on shore about his plans, Search and Rescue might have 
begun earlier. 

Observations of the photos show the forward hatch open, and a “pop top” (which allows boaters to increase headroom 
at the dock) open as well.  If a sailboat is knocked-down by heavy winds, a heavy keel will tend to right the boat.  
However, if water is able to enter the cabin during a knock-down (through open hatches of pop top), it can lead to 
a capsize.  Capsizes have been documented when a smaller sailboat leaves its companionway open (covers not in 
place), and enough water was able to enter during a knockdown to sink the boat. 

 

     Again, all the facts are not known at this time.  We are grateful that this occurred with no loss of life. 
     All these “lessons” are covered in Boating Education Classes by Akron Sail and Power Squadron.  This fall we are offering 
Seamanship, Sailing, Weather, and Marine Communications.  Registration – and more information HERE  
 

More information can be found HERE (Channel 13 Toledo) and a Facebook post by the Coast Guard. 

http://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/download/USCGFloatPlan.pdf
http://www.akronpowersquadron.com
https://www.13abc.com/content/news/Sailor-rescued-after-clinging-to-capsized-sailboat-for--554217341.html
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PORT CLINTON RENDEZVOUS, SEPT 13-15, 2019 

  
     Six boats and 14 members met at Port Clinton Yacht Club (PCYC), for our final rendezvous of the year.   This was a repeat 
of last year’s rendezvous at the Port Clinton Yacht Club, a beautiful facility on Portage River.  We thank the club for their hos-
pitality, and hope to return again! 
     As with so many weekends this summer, weather was a dominant factor.  Friday dawned with a forecast of storms late in 

the afternoon, so the two “slow boats” (sailors) left early.  There were 7’ waves 
the previous evening, and there were some “big ones” still around when we  
headed out Sandusky’s Mosely Channel.  However, once past Sandusky Bay,  
it was much more comfortable and we got in some good sailing!  
     A nice feature of  Port Clinton Yacht Club is that you pay for your dockage at 
the bar.  They had a good selection of draft beer – at a much better price than the 
bars in town.  After all, you had to get out your wallet to pay for the dockage… 
     The water was flat, so everyone had a smooth trip home.  The winds were right 
for a close reach from Mouse Island to Marblehead – so our sailors enjoyed a 
great sail.  
     A big thank you goes to Steve and Lisa for arranging this fun rendezvous at 
Port Clinton Yacht Club.   

OHIO’S CRAFT BEERS - DINNER MEETING, SEPT 5 
 
     About 40 members and guests attended our dinner meeting Thurs, Sept 5 at the Brew Kettle in Hudson.   The 
dinner was chaired by P/C Jim Rudolph, SN.  Our speaker, Prof Paul Gaston, discussed Ohio Craft Beers.  Paul is 
author of “Ohio’s Craft Beers: Discovering the Variety, Enjoying the Quality, Relishing the Experience”.  He is also 
Trustees Professor Emeritus, Kent State University, and an Episcopal priest.  He believes that everyone loves 
beer—but that some have not yet discovered the beer they love.   
     Kate Schademan, owner of the Learned Owl book shop in Hudson, brought copies of Paul’s book.  Members 
could purchase the book and have Paul autograph it. 
     The meal was a buffet including appetizers, deli subs , house salad, 
baked beans and pie.   
     Paul discussed the numerous craft breweries and brew pubs in 
Ohio.  Prior to Prohibition, it seemed like every major town had a 
brewery or two with local flavor.  However, following  WW2, a 
consolidation in the brewing industry resulted in fewer national 
brands with mass-produced taste. 
     The “Craft Beer” movement may have started in 1965, when Fritz 
Maytag, of Maytag appliance fame, saved the foundering Anchor Steam 
Brewery (San Francisco) from bankruptcy.  Within a few years, they 
began selling a line of unique craft beers, much richer in flavor than 
the national brands. 
     In 1988, Great Lakes Brewery led the resurgence and now there are countless brew pubs and craft brewers all 
over Ohio.  Professor Gaston’s book is a geographical trip through the various Ohio regions, sampling beer (and 
food) at Breweries and Brew Pubs across the region.  The only shortcoming is new breweries are opening all the 
time, and his book, written in 2016, doesn’t include breweries opened since then!  
     Thanks to Jim Rudolph for chairing the event.  The Brew Kettle did an excellent job hosting our dinner.  The 
service was challenging with a serving of tasting flights between each beer - and they did a great job. It’s definite-
ly worth a trip back.   
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P/C Don Thames, AP 

 
     Past Commander Don Thames passed in May.  
He was 75.   
     Don was a member of ASPS from 1986 – 
2005.  Don achieved the grade AP, with Education-
al Proficiency (AP, plus three electives).  Don was 
SEO ’89-92.  After serving as Administrative Of-
ficer and Executive Officer, he was elected Com-
mander in 1994.  He had 16 merit marks.   
     Don’s wife Cheryl was also a member and very 
active in the squadron, with 20 merit marks.   
      Don was an avid fisherman and was typically 
fishing on Lake Erie by April 1.   
     Read his obituary HERE 

 
P/C John Abbott, AP 

 

Past Commander John Abbott passed in July.  He was 
83.   
 
John was a member of ASPS from 1979 – 2017.  John 
achieved the Grade AP, with Educational Proficiency 
(AP, plus three electives).   After serving on the 
bridge as Administrative Officer and Executive Of-
ficer, he was elected Commander in 2001.  John also 
served as Educational Officer, 2008-2010.  John was 
on the ASPS Executive committee from 1999 to 
2017.  He had 21 merit marks.   
 
For 15 years, John was an active Vessel Examiner, 
performing over 870 VSC’s – third highest of ASPS 
members.  Three times John was recognized in the 
“USPS Century Club” for doing 100 or more VSC’s 
in a single year.  
 
John’s wife of 60 years, Maggie, was also active in 
the squadron.  She was a member from 1991 to 2017, 
earning 24 merit marks.   They 
both were involved in the ABC 
classes over the years.  Maggie 
passed away in April of this year. 
 
John and Maggie were active 
cruisers, owning several Mari-
nette cruisers named “Venture 
More”.   They docked at Winke’s 
Landing at West Harbor on Lake 
Erie. 
 
John’s obituary can be found HERE 

 
 
 

Rendezvous and Event planning for 2020 
Meeting coming in November 

Where should we go? 
And when? hhmmmm... 

Administrative Officer 
Lt /C Lisa M Thompson, AP 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/don-thames-obituary?pid=192893405
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ohio/obituary.aspx?n=john-wilson-abbott&pid=193332317
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AUGUST CORN ROAST A HUGE SUCCESS ! 
 
More than 50 members and guests registered for our annual corn 
Roast on August 25.  Event Chairs Tom and Sandy Vielhaber, 
along with Tom Carrino and Jinx Pyle – and a host of other volun-
teers –  put on a fantastic event ! 
 
We set up at the Pavilion at Battery Park Marina, in Sandusky.  It 
was a little windy during the day.  Luckily, Sandy had brought 
double-sided tape, and judicious placing of tape helped hold the 
table coverings in place all day. 
 
In addition to corn, of course, we had Italian Sausage, Regular 
(and Veggie) sausage, Tom’s baked beans, cole slaw, and a host 
of desserts.  
 
At 9AM, a half-dozen members met at the Pavilion to do some Co
-op Charting.  It was a little windy to take out the boats, so they decided to concentrate on verifying existing Geodetic 
Marks.  District Co-op Chair D/Lt Joanne Hancock, and her husband Stf/C Tom, coordinated the group. 
 
Battery Park is a marina, with ten of our members docking there.  In addition, three members came by boat.  John 
Watts and Cliff Evans trailered John’s boat to Vermilion, then went to Kelley’s Island before docking at Battery Park Fri-
day.  George Salcewicz sailed his 28’ sailboat from Cleveland, stopping in Vermilion the first night before arriving at Bat-
tery Park on Friday.  So George gets the prize for coming the farthest by boat.  On Saturday, the wind was up and there 
were small craft advisories, so other members who had planned on coming by boat, drove instead.  
 
This was also the weekend for the Cedar Point Boat Show, so some of our members went to the show in the morning, 
then came back for the food. 
 
Tom V brought industrial-sized pots and propane burners to cook the corn precisely 4 minutes.  He also brought pro-
pane griddles, which he and Tom Carrino used to prepare Italian Sausage sandwiches, with fresh onions, sausage, and 
green and red peppers.  Jinx Pfile brought her lemonade machine, and prepared individual glasses for our members.  
Over the years, Tom C and Jinx have prepared food at fairs and festivals all over Ohio, and their experience showed! 

 
Tom C also brought the equipment for “Corn Hole”, which 
entertained members before and after the meal. 
 
In addition to great food, it was fun seeing old and new 
members, and comparing notes on the summer boating 
season.   
  
“Big Thanks” to Tom and Sandy, Tom and Jinx, and all the 
other members who “shucked and jived” with the corn and 
prepared all the other covered dishes. 
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Fall will be here before you know it and you know what that brings… 
District 7 Presents Fall Football Weekend 

1-3 November 2019 
Holiday Inn Cleveland South in Independence Ohio 

Your D/7 Conference Committee is pleased to invite you to our Fall Conference.  The Holiday Inn has 
completed its renovations and has a beautiful new pool.  The sleeping room rates will be the same as 
last Spring…just $97 plus tax.  We will have two gathering rooms all weekend for all of our members 
and guests. 
 
   Meet up with new and old friends. 
   Fun football trivia and prizes 
   Tailgate food 
   Have your photo taken for the D/7 news 
 
The Friday evening Ice Breaker will be a fun Fall Football Tailgate party.  You are encouraged to wear 
a shirt supporting your favorite COLLEGE football team.   

 
Saturday brings officers meetings and presentations by Guest Speakers and D/7 members.  Our Fall 
Banquet features your choice of Bourbon Glazed Salmon, Roasted Pork Loin or a Duet of Herb Roast-
ed Beef Tenderloin and Chicken followed by award presentations. 
 
Our awesome D/7 Raffle will be back.  Please consider a gift of your choice both individually and 
from your Squadron.  This helps us make ends meet and keep costs down while providing a fun ending 
for Saturday’s banquet. 
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If you are viewing this via your 
squadron or district publication, 
print and complete form .  Or  click 
HERE to complete electronically.   

 
Start rooting around in your closet for your favorite college jersey and  
save the date to show your team spirit for District 7, your squadron,  

and your favorite college football team.   
 

Please join us for our Fall Football Weekend. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there.  Go Team!!!! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Wayne Spraggins at wgs-
boat@cox.net or Kathy Barber at kmkckenna@bw.edu.  Call the Holiday 
Inn Independence at 216-524-8050, ext. 298 to reserve your room.  Men-
tion USPS District/7 for the conference rate. 

https://d7usps.org/index.php/conference/fall
mailto:wgsboat@cox.net
mailto:wgsboat@cox.net
mailto:kmkckenna@bw.edu
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 October 

 3  Meeting—Free Pizza!!  

 

 November 

 7 Meeting 

 

 December 

 5 Meeting & Cookie Exchange  

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

