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We hope the photos of members teaching and learning throughout the October Scuttlebutt will bring back fond memories of the 
classes you have taken. Thanks to all who make our classes so much fun! 
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I hope this finds everyone well. As I 
write this we are making plans to 
get the boat ready for winter. We 
had a really great presentation at 
the September meeting by Don and 
Kerry Albanese about cruising the 
North Channel. IIt was a fun presen-
tation and it really made Alice and 
me want to get up the hope you 
joined the call for it, but if not, you 
can follow this link to catch up: 
https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1e6dru9vHwTP7i0pp6KfnE5TdNhdqYLvp/view?usp=sharing In 
October we will be having an Education Program during the gen-
eral meeting and I hope you will plan to attend. 
 Speaking of education, there has been a lot of activity in Lt/
C Albert Ingram JN’s group as they plan for this year’s education 
schedule. Like everything else, our education program is still im-
pacted by the virus in that we cannot find venues to conduct clas-
ses. This means that we are going to have to improvise. We will 
be doing some classes online and exploring other alternatives to 
continue our vital education mission. Please take a look at what 
is available and plan to take a class with us. 
 One of the highlights of this year’s education program was 
the PaddleSmart classes. P/D/C Bob Ball SN was able to conduct 
several classes which were very well attended. Bob made provi-
sions to follow guidelines and maintain social distancing and met 
needs as people impacted by restrictions were looking for new 
activities to get outside and enjoy recreation.  Thanks to Bob and 
we are looking forward to next year's offering. 
 With the COVID restrictions we were not able to do many 
vessel safety checks. Lt Bob Mosey S heads this important pro-
gram which has been severely impacted this year by the virus. 
Thanks to Bob for the hard work and let’s hope we will be able to 
get back on track next year.  
 In spite of our trials and travails, our membership numbers 
have remained very good. Akron remains one of the top 10 clubs 
in the USPS from a membership standpoint. I just want to thank 
P/D/C Brian Logan SN for all the work he does keeping us con-
nected with you, our members. Thanks to Brian and thanks to 
you for supporting us. 
 We got our budget approved by the membership at the 
September meeting. This is a very important achievement be-
cause not having normal activities has limited our funds. Keeping 
everything in balance is critical to the continued success of the 
club. Thanks to our treasurer Lt/C Linda Foster S, for all the work 
she does to keep us on track budget-wise. It is important to ap-
preciate the people who are doing above and beyond to keep our 
club in good trim. 

 Finally, we are planning a really interesting program for the 
November general meeting. We have contacted a Race to Alaska 
(R2AK) participant, Rob Stone, who is going to talk to us about 
his experiences in the race and plans for the next one. Rob is an 
Ohio resident and sails from the Sandusky Sailing Club. Please 
plan to join us to hear his presentation. 
 We’ll see you at the next meeting. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kevin  

Commander’s Message 
Cdr Kevin Miller, AP 

 

1 Joe Weiland 
2 Linda Klespies 
3 Kevin Miller 
5 Derek Stone 
6 Susan Harris 
6 Roy Scherler 

7 Anthony Donataccio 
7 Stephanie Hunt 

10 Cathy Colon 
10  Clive Moggridge 

10  Carol Somodi 
15 Craig Fraser 

18 George Salcewicz 
19 Debbie Haag 

19  Barbiev Leffler 
19 Susan Roberts 

22 Virginia Addicott 
23 Suzan Ann McCreanor 

23 Diane Vandersall 
25 George Manley 

26 Nina Wilson 
28 Susan Rummel 

31 Andy Leffler 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e6dru9vHwTP7i0pp6KfnE5TdNhdqYLvp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e6dru9vHwTP7i0pp6KfnE5TdNhdqYLvp/view?usp=sharing
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Greetings fellow squadron 
members!  
  
 Hard to believe it’s that 
time of year again, for those 
of us with “big boats” which 
require winterization, we 
begin that annual ritual of 
getting everything buttoned 

up for the long winter months, or we take one last outing in 
our kayak, or a fall fishing trip before winter sets in. As we 
contemplate the long winter months ahead and continued 
COVID 19 precautions limiting various activities, I thought I 
would offer some additional reading suggestions, as we 
transition to being “armchair sailors” for the winter months.   
 Among the countless books about boating and sailing, 
there is one that does an excellent job telling the history of 
fiberglass boat building, which brought boating to the mass-
es, Heart of Glass – Fiberglass Boats and the Men Who 
Made Them by Daniel Spurr. This is a must-read for anyone 
with an interest in the history and evolution of recreational 
boating as we know it today. As the author Daniel Spurr says 
in the book’s preface, “this is a history not just about boats 
and materials and tools used to build them, but of the peo-
ple who shaped our world of boating.” The book provides 
many firsthand accounts of early designers and builders 
such as Charley Morgan, Everett Pearson, Dick Bertram, 
Hobie Alter, and Rod Johnson. These men who worked on 
shoestring budgets, sometimes out of garages, created 
boats that revolutionized boating as we know it.  There was 
a time prior to the 1940s and 50s when the phrase 
“affordable boating” was an oxymoron, but this book tells 
the story of how that was changed through years of re-
search by dedicated visionaries working tirelessly to find a 
“better way.” Much of the initial research was spurned on 
the advent of World War II; however the search for alter-
nate boat building materials goes back over a hundred 
years.  
 It is also notable that Ohio played a significant role in 
that history through the research developed at Owens-
Corning Fiberglass in Toledo, and Ray Greene’s first fiber-
glass-reinforced polyester (FRP) “crude” dinghy he rolled out 
in 1942. The author also highlights the inside story behind 
well-known designs/boats such as the Pearson Triton, Bos-

ton Whaler, the Hinckley Bermuda 40, Grand Banks trawl-
ers, Hobie Cat, and many more. Additionally, the book is il-
lustrated with 220 rare photographs, many of which have 
never been published. This is a great history of not only fi-
berglass boats, but the history of modern recreational 
boating which all enjoy today. The book is available through 
Amazon in both hardback and on Kindle, which is the more 
affordable option.  
 Please everyone, stay safe and healthy, and hope to see 
you on-line this fall. 

 

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 

Commander  
Cdr Kevin W Miller, AP  

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

‘Executive Officer  
Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  

 

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

 Secretary  
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  

secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

 

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com  
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If your  eyes don’t like reading 
small type, just adjust these  
pages to about 125% or more. 

 

 

Oops. Somehow Labor Day has 
come and gone, so boating sea-
son is winding down. For the 
ASPS Education Department that 
means that it is time to get our 
fall educational programs in 
gear. Finding affordable, let 
alone open, venues for in-person 
teaching has been challenging to 
the point of impossibility, so we 

will try our courses online this fall. Primarily, we will use 
Google Meet, the same videoconferencing system we have 
been using for meetings and other events. 
 We are working on schedules now, and we’ll publish 
them as soon as we can. In the meantime, here is what we 
are planning. As always, we welcome more volunteers to 
help with the classes. Contact me and the listed instructors 
to talk about it. 
 America’s Boating Course: about 6 weeks with Chip In-
gram and Richard McCandless. This class will attempt to fin-
ish what we started last winter. We will still look at having a 
schedule this fall and winter. 
 Boat Handling (S): about 6 weeks with Chip Ingram and 
Richard McCandless. This is the new version of Seamanship 
and is shorter with the book available as a PDF. It is the first 
time we have tried this one. Cost: $55 to $70 depending on 
books and format for members.  
 Advanced Marine Navigation (AP): about 10 weeks with 
Brian Logan. Remember that you should have Piloting first. 
There is now an ebook available for this. Cost: $55 to $110 
depending on books and tools needed.  
 Electronic Navigation: about 10 weeks with Ken Leque 
and Kevin Miller. Add a variety of devices and capabilities to 
your skill set. Cost: $55 
 We will have information and signup pages available on 
the website soon. In the meantime, happy boating! 
 

           Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

Members get in-
volved in teaching 
and learning. 
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Skipper: 
  
The other day my wife and I were anchored off Middle 
Bass for the night. I got out the dinghy and blew it up. I put 
the motor on and pulled it around to the back of the boat, 
looking forward to going ashore. I stepped into the dinghy 
and offered a hand to my wife. “Does this vessel have all 
the necessary safety gear?” she said. “What?” I said. “I’m 
not going aboard unless it has the necessary safety gear.”  
  
Skip, what gives? What safety gear do I need on my inflat-
able dinghy? 
  
Sincerely, 
Little Dinghy 
  
Dear Little Dinghy 
  
For this one I pulled out my trusty Ohio Boaters Operators 
Guide which has a chart that shows the required safety 
gear for each size and type of recreational vessel. By your 
description, your dinghy is a powerboat less than 16 feet.  
  
So, at a minimum you’ll need: 

 One Type I, II, III, or V wearable device for each per-

son on board. If you also have a child less than 10, they 
will need to be wearing a PFD. 

 If operating after sunset on Lake Erie you will need a 

visual distress signal approved for night time use. 

 A whistle, horn, or other sound signaling device. 

 If your dinghy is more than 14’ you will need an anchor 

and line. 
At a minimum a dinghy less than 14’ and 10 hp must carry 

a flashlight between sunset and sunrise for collision avoid-

ance. 

I commend your wife for her focus on safety.  

You can view the complete chart on page 8. 

   A Few Words 
from the Chaplain  
 
 A power squadron 
member texted me an 
afternoon photo from 
the shore of Lake Michi-
gan, looking west over 
the water. The big Michi-
gan sky is bright in the 
foreground but dark in 
the distance where 
clouds and rain are com-

ing up from Chicago.  
 We’ve skipped going to our Michigan cottage this year. 
Whether you've changed plans or not, coronavirus is having an 
impact. The fellow who put a new windshield in my car (out in 
the driveway of course) said he thinks this will be the new nor-
mal for good. There’s a joke going around from a guy who de-
scribed his accomplishment for the day: “Cleaned Lysol contain-
er with Lysol wipe.” Ouch.  
 All my life doctors, disaster movies and books of fiction and 
nonfiction warned us this could happen. There was a polio epi-
demic when I was a child. We had near-miss experiences with 
swine flu in ’76, HIV/AIDS in the ‘90s, SARS in 2003, and Ebola in 
2013-16. But we weren’t prepared. Human nature, I guess. On 
top of 40 years of government cost-cutting.  
 As schools and colleges try to open, Covid is hitting them 
too. Our oldest son and his wife teach in Connecticut; their 
school opened with limited rotating attendance — only some 
students and at staggered times. Our three little granddaugh-
ters in Wisconsin are learning remotely. 
 The hospital where I volunteer has been on disaster-
management status for weeks (most hospitals are, I think). Sum-
mit County moved up to “red” September 10 and is about to hit 
5,000 cases and 250 deaths. In other words, this isn’t nearly 
over. 
 Boaters know things that others don’t. We know to wait 
on the weather and not to ignore storm signals. We know to 
adjust course for the wind and waves, ad that getting from here 
to there is seldom a straight line. And we know the danger of 
hidden hazards.  
 Now is a good time to apply boat skills to daily life. Share 
them with people you know and love. Make productive use of 
the time if you can (we in the “N” class are puzzling over our 
celestial navigation). Get out on the water when possible. Vol-
unteer remotely where you can, including ASPS. Hang in there, 
and stay in touch. 
 
Richard McCandless, Chaplain 

Let’s Ask the 

Skipper  



6 

United States Power Squadrons 
®
 Akron Sail and Power Squadron           

 

 

 
  
  
 The due date for squadron members to submit merit mark hours is November 1 to allow time to compile and sub-
mit to the commander for review. This process needs to be completed and submitted to National by November 15. 
 Merit marks are usually submitted by the chairperson of each activity or department, but can also be submitted 
individually by any member.  
 
Merit Mark submission should include the following: 
 
Name                         Activity                        A description of the Activity                                 Time Taken 
 
Victor Volunteer     Akron Boat Show        2 shifts: Greet attendees and discuss the            8 hrs 
                                                                         benefits of USPS to possible new members. 
 
Rosie Reporter     Scuttlebutt                   Composed two articles on boating safety              9 hrs 
                                                                     during the Covid pandemic 
 
Submit Merit Market recommendations by email to meritmark@akronpowersquadron.com    Mike Krebs is your Merit 
Mark chair. Any questions on merit marks can be addressed to newportmike1@aol.com or by phone at 330-281-7558. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Michael G Krebs 
 

Prince Henry the Navigator Award 

  
A recent paragraph in the “America's Boating Club Members 
News, Sept 2020,” requested information pertaining to the 
“Prince Henry” award, named for Henry the Navigator, a 
15th century Portuguese prince, who helped usher in the age 
of navigation and exploration.  When researching our histo-
ry for our 75th Anniversary (2014), we uncovered this photo 
from the Spring 1968 D7 News. 
 A trophy was donated to each USPS District to recog-
nize our contribution to teaching and carrying on the tradi-
tion of Celestial Navigation.  In the photo below, D/C Wil-
liam Boesche, N, who was from Akron, receives the trophy 
from a representative of the Portuguese government.  D/C 
Boesche served as Akron Power Squadron’s Commander in 
1962. 
 Today, at the Fall District Conference, District 7 gives 
the trophy to the squadron with the largest number of 
“Navigation” graduates, as a percentage of membership.    

Merit Mark Hours Due Soon! 

mailto:meritmark@akronpowersquadron.com
mailto:newportmike1@aol.com
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Virginia Addicott of Akron, joined the USPS on-line in 
August, and transferred to Akron soon after.  She 
has a 42’ Uniflite at Battery Park Marina in 
Sandusky.  She recently retired and wants to learn 
more about navigation and boat handling.   
 

Welcome, Virginia! 
 

Despite the pandemic, Akron has nineteen new 
members this year, for a total of 201.  Akron just 
passed Atlanta as the ninth largest squadron in 
USPS.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

Brian Logan, Membership Chairman 

AS THE 
SEASON TURNS 

 

This week it dropped into the 40’s at night. The days are 
beautiful. (We’re thinking of everyone on the Gulf Coast and 
the fires out west, though.) 
 

Changing weather means changing clothes. Which might 
remind you of our online Ship’s Store.  
 

This week take 20% off any size order and get free shipping 
too. (Free shipping! Free shipping!) 
 A two-fer, and it doesn’t happen often. Take advantage!  

 

Here’s the web address:  

https://akronpowersquadron.qbstores.com/
homes 

 
-Richard at the Ship’s Store: 
shipsstore@akronpowersquadron.com 

Don’t Forget to “Follow” the ASPS 

Facebook Page 

 The ASPS Facebook page is a resource for 
all our members and friends.   
 If you want to know about an upcoming 
event – it’s there.  For instance, if you wanted to 
know about our September meeting (“A Cruise 
to the North Channel”), you could find it at  
https://www.facebook.com/
events/297765844642257/  (note that some 
versions of Adobe PDF will not link to Facebook, 
so you would have to copy and paste that link 
to your browser.) 
 If you missed the presentation, you could 
find a summary, pictures, and a link to the rec-
orded presentation , at https://bit.ly/35hnOZH  
We use Facebook to promote upcoming classes, 
like this summer’s “Paddlesmart” - https://bit.ly/2YOMXG6 .  After each event, we report on the meeting or activity – see 
https://bit.ly/2ZTmqsN  
 We also post links to many other articles of interest to boaters – from the Algae Bloom on Lake Erie to “Boating 
with Pets.” Don’t forget to “like” and “share” posts, so your friends will learn about Akron Sail and Power Squadron, too.   
That’s the power of Social Media! 
 
Get Social!  It’s all at https://www.facebook.com/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/  

Welcome New Member! 

https://akronpowersquadron.qbstores.com/home
https://akronpowersquadron.qbstores.com/home
mailto:shipsstore@akronpowersquadron.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/297765844642257/
https://www.facebook.com/events/297765844642257/
https://bit.ly/35hnOZH
https://bit.ly/2YOMXG6
https://bit.ly/2ZTmqsN
https://www.facebook.com/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/
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From page 5 ... 
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Notes to accompany chart, Required Equipment for Boats in Ohio 
 
1) A title is not required for any vessel less than 14 feet long without a permanently affixed mechanical means of propulsion of 10 horse-
power or more. 
2) Exemption of OH numbers for those with alternate registration for handpowered vessels. 
3) On vessels less than 18 feet in length, any child less than 10 years of age must wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved flotation 
device at all times. 
4) Exception for vessels propelled by an electric motor and vessels less than 26 feet in length designed for use with an outboard motor, of 
“open construction.” 
5) Exception for sailboats less than 26 feet in length with completely “open construction” and without propulsion machinery. 
6) Vessels over 12 meters (39.4 ft.) must have a power whistle. 
7) Exception for any vessel less than 14 feet in length, any canoe and any sailboat less than 21 feet in length. 
8) Applies to sailing vessels of 7 meters (23.0 ft.) or more in length. 
9) Applies to sailing vessels less than 7 meters (23.0 ft.) in length. 
10) Some varieties of Personal Watercraft may be exempted by the USCG. Consult your watercraft dealer or the manufacturer to verify 
requirements for these devices. 
11) Every person on board a personal watercraft must wear a properly fitted Type I, II, III or V flotation device. 
12) Prohibited from operating between sunset and sunrise. 
13) Applies to any vessel of 12 meters (39.4 ft.) or more in length. 
* Federal waters in Ohio include Lake Erie and connecting bays and harbors, the Ohio River and the Muskingum River. 
 

Safe Travels, 
Skipper 
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Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN, our Squadron Educational Officer (SEO), has 
found that Covid-19 is making it difficult for us to find classrooms 
for our fall classes.  One solution is to go to on-line classes.  If there 
is enough demand, the Advanced Piloting (AP) Class will be offered 
on-line this fall.  
 The on-line class will present the slides, normally taught in a 
classroom, over a “Google Meet” format (the format we’ve used 
for on-line seminars and meetings since April).  The slides will be 
narrated “live” by our instructor, P/D/C Brian Logan, SN.   In 2016, Brian was recognized nationally by USPS 
with the “Chapman Award for Excellence in Teaching.” 
 Students will be able to “unmute” their microphones to ask questions in class.   In addition to class time, 
Brian encourages one-on-one personal contact with the instructor for any student questions.   We also are 
planning to record class sessions, for those unable to view during class times.   
 The class will meet once a week for two hours, and is typically taught in 10-12 weeks.  Class day (either 
Mon, Tues, or Wed) and starting date will depend on responses from students - email SEO Chip Ingram at 
chip.ingram@akronpowersquadron.com if you are interested, and state what nights you are available.  Be-
cause of the effort involved in the class, we require a class-size of at least five students.  If we don’t get that 
response, we will delay a semester or two, until we can again have in-person classes.  
 Advanced Piloting (AP) integrates electronic navigational tools with traditional piloting techniques, 
which is the way most of us navigate on Lake Erie or the Ohio River.  The course covers GPS, chart plotters, 
radar, and tides and currents.  Tides are not prevalent on Lake Erie, but important if you are boating on the 
east or west coast.  An “Introduction to AP” can be found at https://www.batswings.com/AP_intro_1.html . 
 Brian has set up a website to support AP that includes answers to homework and charting exercises, as 
well as additional graphics to help explain this subject.  See https://www.batswings.com/AP_home.html.  
 The course uses the USPS Advanced Piloting manual, plus the excellent book, Weekend Navigator.  You’ll 
also need a set of dividers and the USPS plotting tools.  If you have these left over from Piloting, or have your 
own tools, you’ll only need to buy the AP text.    The approximate cost for materials should be found in 
Chip’s article in this month’s Scuttlebutt, which would include the $75 discount for ASPS/USPS members.
 Advanced Piloting builds upon the skills from the 
Piloting Class.  If you haven’t taken Piloting, contact 
Brian at 330-864-2820 to discuss the skills needed for 
AP.  This class is also good for members who have com-
pleted older versions of AP, but might want to brush up 
on digital charting or other AP skills.  It’s a great 
course!  
 Unfortunately, a change to the “on-line” format 
will eliminate the after-class reviews.  Normally, class 
members are encouraged to share their experience, 
and their boating stories, over refreshments at local 
restaurants after class.   
 

On-Line Advanced Piloting Class  

Previous AP students reviewing their notes after a 
typical classroom session 

mailto:chip.ingram@akronpowersquadron.com
https://www.batswings.com/AP_intro_1.html
https://www.batswings.com/AP_home.html
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Oh, and I am keeping 
the picture till we get an 
all clear on Distancing 
and Hugging.  
 
 
 
 

         scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

 
 

Secretary 
Lt/C  Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

For a chuckle click the link below Play 
the video—it made me smile 
 
 
 

Why Paddy's Not At Work Today 

mailto:scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iA5RGI3zn20
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