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Commander’s Message 
Cdr Greg M Arnold, JN 

 
 

I 
t is hard to believe the Holiday Season is 

just around the corner. I expect everyone 

has finished their winterization chores or 

very close to it. Well, it’s never too soon to 

start thinking about next summer. If you have a 

particular place you would like to cruise on a rendezvous that we 

haven’t done in a while or just a favorite destination, please let us 

know on the bridge. We’ll be putting together our schedule for 

2017 and are always looking for great ideas, as well as 

volunteers to help out. Remember the more people we get to 

pitch in for events, the less work it is for everyone.  

 

With the fall classes in full swing now, I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of our volunteers/instructors who give so 

much of their time to teach our classes. I especially want to thank 

Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP for his tireless efforts ensuring that all of 

our classes go off without a hitch. Of course I would be remiss if I 

didn’t acknowledge his “chief assistant”, Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, 

AP, for her help and support. We had our Education Recognition 

meeting in October with pizza and a very interesting video on the 

history of charting/cartography. Thank you to P/C Don Gifford, JN 

and Lt Pam Gifford, P for bringing the pizza, as well as P/D/C 

Brian Logon, SN for the video. 

As most of you know, just because the boats are out of the water, 

doesn’t mean we quit having fun! Case in point—the D7 Fall 

Conference at Sawmill Creek—also a great opportunity to “show 

off” some of previously “enjoyed” costumes for our “Let’s Make a 

Deal” skit and hospitality room. Thank you to P/Lt/C Margo 

Holmes, AP for “warehousing” many of our previously enjoyed 

costumes and helping with outfitting everyone. I want to thank 

Lt/C Lynne Jones, SN as well as everyone on the conference 

planning committee for another great job. 

 

We’ll soon continue with our planning for the Spring 2017 D7 

Conference which Akron is hosting. It will take place at the 

Clarion Hotel in Hudson, March 24-26, 2017. The theme for that 

one is “Game Board Extravaganza”.  Our Conference Chairman 

Lt/C Michael Busta, P will be announcing the dates for the next 

planning meetings. 

Last but not least, please don’t forget to support our Holiday 

Charity, the Summit County Children’s Services (SCCS) Christmas 

Holiday Toy Room. (above picture is directly from SCCS site).  We 

are looking for donations as well as volunteers to help staff the 

toy room. Thank you to Lt Jackie Summers for chairing this event 

again for another year. This is an extremely worthwhile charity, 

and they are very appreciative of Akron’s contributions to their 

programs.  

 

I wish everyone a happy and healthy Thanksgiving Holiday! 

United States Power Squadrons
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Executive Department 
Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

 

 

F 
irst of all, I must thank all the mem-

bers who have helped make our D7 

conferences a success this year.  Mar-

go Holmes headed the costume de-

partment and was integral in making sure all skit members were 

well adorned.  Brian Logan was our idea person and wrote our 

skit for the spring conference.  Sandy Vielhaber and Susan Harris 

were our artists in residence and drew scenery for the hospitality 

rooms.  Tom Vielhaber prepared delicious food… and brought the 

cylinder of beer for the events.  Tom Carrino and Jinx Pfile 

brought many of the props we used.  Bob Ball played lead char-

acters in the skits.  Dave and Joy Rice were integral in setting up 

the rooms. Jim Ehrman was climbing ladders to get our banners 

displayed.  Greg Arnold help organize scenery construction at the 

hotels.  Sue Arnold helped with the take down after the events. 

Michael Busta kept our finances on budget, as he does for all our 

events.   Martin Jones helped get me get ready to host a multi-

tude of planning meetings.    Gilbert Lorenzo brought props from 

his studio.  Bob Mosey was a technical advisor.  And Coralee Lo-

gan always made sure we had dessert!  These people served in 

other capacities as well and without their help it wouldn’t have 

resulted winning the Rocky River Tankard.  Thank you, everyone! 

(Please excuse the lack of official nomenclature.  It would have 

made my article even longer!)  

 

Final call… a few vessel safety check examiners still need to get 

their results in to USPS.  The deadline is October 31.  As of this 

writing the examiners have completed 189 vessel inspections.  

Thank you so much for keeping boaters safer on the water. 

Yes, there will be a Christmas party again this year.  The date is 

Saturday, 10 December at Turkeyfoot Island Club.  Many people 

who went last year commented on what gorgeous Christmas 

decorations the club had and wanted it there again.  It will be a 

sit down dinner with a choice of meals.  The event will begin with 

a BYOB at 1830 and dinner at 1900.   More details will follow 

soon.  So put it on your calendar now! 

 

 

 

USPS Unveils  

‘Welcome to the Neighborhood’ Ad Campaign 

 

United States Power Squadrons, working with R+M agency, is 

unveiling the national “Welcome to the Neighborhood” branding 

concept. Part of this concept is the creation of advertisements for 

print publications. 

 

The ads are designed to convey United States Power Squadrons…  

 welcomes members, guests, prospects and families 

 encourages people of all ages and backgrounds, including 

sailors, power boaters and paddlers, to become members 

 welcomes people with or without boats who want to belong 

to an organization that provides a fun learning environment 

 wants people with diverse backgrounds to be excited and 

anticipate a great experience every time they participate in a 

class, complete a course, attend a raft-up, and go to a 

monthly meeting or special event 

 wants the general public to know that making the water a 

better place is a critical focus for us 

 is committed to the environment 

 provides membership opportunities the entire family can 

enjoy 
 

As members of Akron Sail and Power Squadron know, this de-

scribes us to a “T”! 
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Promote ASPS – “Share” us on Social Media  

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron has been using Social Media for 

the last 5 years.  We have nearly 300 people who follow us – not 

as many as Justin Bieber, but one of the top for all USPS squad-

rons. 

 

At the USPS Governing Board meeting in August, the National 

Marketing Committee encouraged the “sharing” aspect of Social 

Media.   They pointed out that if all our members would “share” 

social media posts, all of our friends would see it as well – mean-

ing more people would learn about Akron Sail and Power Squad-

ron. 

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Facebook Page - https://

www.facebook.com/pages/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Boating-

Made-Fun/344178127535 

 

We typically have 2-3 posts a week on Facebook – stories like 

upcoming events, classes, and photos of recent activities.  For 

the latest info on the squadron, see our Facebook page.  For in-

stance, if you want to see what happened at the District Rendez-

vous, you can go to https://goo.gl/9ZvjxV  for photos and a syn-

opsis. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

 

Welcome New Members  

 
This fall we have several new members. 
 
Colleen Fanning and her husband, Brian Grimes, of Lakemore, 
live on Springfield Lake and have a 17’ power boat that they 
keep on the lake.   Colleen joined our “Meetup” group, and 
joined the squadron to take the Seamanship Class at Cuyahoga 
Falls. 
 
Andy Leffler and his wife Barbara live in Ravenna.  They have a 
26.5’ Pontoon Boat, “Exodus”, that they trailer.  They boat on 
both inland lakes and the Ohio River, traveling as far as Pitts-
burgh.  Andy also joined to take Seamanship, which he plans to 
take at Ravenna Marine. 
 
Ron Reichert first joined the squadron as an apprentice in 1968 – 
in fact, he got involved in ’65 but was too young to be a member.  
Ron’s Certificate number starts with a “C”– most of ours start 
with “E”.  His father, Calvin, who joined in 1960, had a Certificate 
that started with an “A”.  Ron had dropped out for a few years, 
but rejoined the squadron this year to support our educational 
programs. 
 
Please welcome these new members when you see them at a 

meeting, class, or event! 

 

P/C John Abbott, AP & 
Lt Maggie Abbott 
Don and Kerry Albanese 
Cdr Greg Arnold, JN & 
Lt Sue Arnold, AP 
P/D/C Robert Ball, SN &  
Patty Ball, S  
Lt/C Michael J Busta, P 
Tom Carrino, AP and Jinx Pfile 
Lt James Ehrman, P &  
P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 

Lt Sid Foster, P and 1/Lt Linda Foster 
V/C Craig D Fraser, SN & 
D/1/Lt Liana F Mihalca, SN 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 
P/C Jan Holmes, SN &  
P/Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
Lt Albert  Ingram, JN 
Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN &    
Martin Jones 
1st Lt Mike Krebs, JN and Lois Tennant 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & 

Lt Coralee Logan, S 
Lt/C Gilbert Lorenzo, AP 
Lt Kevin Miller, P and Lt Alice Miller, P 
P/C M David Rice, SN & 
Lt Joy Rice, S 
Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP & 
Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Boating-Made-Fun/344178127535
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Boating-Made-Fun/344178127535
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Boating-Made-Fun/344178127535
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10153680740717536.1073742092.344178127535&type=1&l=0e8dae7758
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Educational Department 
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

 

 

W 
e are enjoying a busy fall class 

term. The fall classes and 

tests will all be completed by 

the beginning of December. 

 

There are quite a few members who have been eagerly waiting 

for this announcement:  We are planning to start a Junior Navi-

gation class on 10 January 2017 at Cuyahoga Falls High School! It 

has been a while since our last JN class; now is your chance to 

achieve the grade of JN. The prerequisite is AP. I am asking par-

ticipants to register for JN by paying for the books in advance. 

We don’t keep the JN texts on hand, since they are a bit more 

expensive than others.  Please send your check for $85(members’ 

price), payable to Akron Sail and Power Squadron. Mail it to Tom 

Vielhaber, 452 East Ave., Tallmadge, Ohio 44278.  I will be order-

ing books in early December, so please register by December 5th.  

Feel free to call or email if you have further questions. 

 

 

October Educational Recognition Meeting 

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron held its annual “Educational 

Recognition Meeting” October 6, at the American Legion Hall in 

Cuyahoga Falls. Free pizza was served as a way for our squadron 

to thank the volunteer teachers and proctors who spend so much 

time teaching and preparing our classes and seminars. 

 

Akron has a strong Educational Program.  Since 2005, members 

have completed 270 Advanced Courses (Seamanship, Piloting, 

Advanced Piloting, Junior Navigation, and Navigation) and 227 

Elective Courses (Sail, Weather, Marine Electronics, Engine 

Maintenance, and Instructor Development).  In addition, attend-

ance at our seminars is over 500 students in 20 subjects.  More 

than 550 students have enrolled in “America’s Boating 

Course” (ABC), a basic class in boat handling, seamanship, and 

safety.  For some, this is the only boating education they will re-

ceive. 

Squadron Educational Officer Lt/C Tom Vielhaber thanked each 

volunteer.  “You know there are no WHOPPERS coming from my 

lips.  Don’t let me hear any SNICKERS from the audience, as I give 

our Instructors their PAYDAY.”  Since Halloween was coming, 

Tom distributed “Whoppers”, “Snickers”, and “Pay Day” candy to 

our instructors. 

 

Don’t be a “sucker” – take advantage of our Educational Pro-

grams! 

 

(Following the meeting, we watched the video “The Surveyors,” 

about the history of NOAA and nautical charting.  The video can 

be seen at http://celebrating200years.noaa.gov/surveyors.html) 

 

 

While not all instructors were present, our volunteers included 

(from left):  V/C Craig Fraser, SN; Lt Pat Robinson, P/C Marty 

Beech, SN; Scott Henry, N;  P/C Don Gifford, JN;  Lt George Bleyle, 

N;  Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP;  Lt Dave Feltner, AP;  P/C Jan 

Holmes, SN;  P/D/C Bob Ball, SN;  Lt Walter Moore, P;  P/C Dave 

Rice, SN;  Lt Joy Rice, P:  Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP;  Lt Chip Ingram, 

JN;  P/Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP;  and P/D/C Brian Logan, SN. 

SEO Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP, thanks our instructors and proctors as Lt/C 
Lynne Jones, SN, and Cdr Greg Arnold, JN look on. 

mailto:tviel49@neo.rr.com
http://celebrating200years.noaa.gov/surveyors.html
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Secretary’s Department 
Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP 

 
 

B 
y the time you read this, most of our 

boats will be safely on the hard, in 

their winter homes. As I am writing 

this message, our Happy Daze will 

be spending her last night in the water. We 

plan to be rocked to sleep tonight by the gentle motion of Hap-

py Daze in her slip, ready to pilot her toward the travel lift in the 

morning. It all went by so quickly; I can hardly believe another 

boating season is finished. Friends talking together are already 

making their lists of things to do or places to visit next season: 

the ones we didn’t quite get to in 2016. While you are missing 

your boating friends and activities, don’t forget to keep in touch 

by coming to a meeting, a class, or another activity this winter.  

 

In member updates, we have sent condolences to the Joe Sudo-

mir family on the passing of his mother. Sue Arnold and Joy Rice 

are recovering from some nasty falls that put a bit of a crimp in 

their end-of-season boating chores. Their hubbies have picked up 

the slack, and both ladies are on the road to their usual lovely 

picture of health.Please keep these friends in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

 

If you haven’t done so yet, please get your merit mark hours to 

Mike Krebs at newportmike1@aol.com right away. I think he 

really wanted them yesterday! 

 

 

03   Marti A Hysell  

05   Larry K Burris  

08   Burton W Job  

10   Brian Grimes  

13   Lt Jackie Summers  

14   P/C Donn D Bell, AP 

14   Peter A Cianci  

14   Shanda J Gates  

14   P/C Robert C Summers, P 

16   Jonathan Schiesswohl, AP 

19   Kathryn Bender  

21   Daniel W Miller, P 

24   Lt Joy Rice P 

27   P/D/C Brian M Logan, SN 

27   Greg C Padrutt  

27   Anna May Wilson  

28   Brad S Colon  

28   Geno R Milchak, S 

29   William J Corsaut, P 

ASPS Bridge  
 
 

Commander 
Cdr Lt/C Greg M Arnold, JN 
(216) 346-9195 
oday23@aol.com 
 

Executive Officer 

Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, 
SN 
(330) 644-5056 
lajones@neo.rr.com 
 

Administrative  
Officer 
 
 

Officers 

 
 

Educational Officer 
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 
(330) 633-5291 
tviel49@neo.rr.com  
 

Secretary 
Lt/C Sandra P Vielhaber, AP  
(330) 633-5291 
svielhaber@yahoo.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, P 
(330) 664-0871 
mjbusta@roadrunner.com 

Members Dave Rice and Margo Holmes will be happy to see you at any of 
our winter activities or meetings. 

mailto:newportmike1@aol.com
mailto:oday23@aol.com
mailto:lajones@neo.rr.com
mailto:tviel49@neo.rr.com
mailto:svielhaber@yahoo.com
mailto:mjbusta@roadrunner.com
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DSC Technology Trumps Fish Nets  
 

Fish Nets !!  The bane of Lake Erie boaters, particularly in the 

spring and fall, they can stretch across your course on the lake – 

requiring you to maneuver to avoid them.  There are several 

types - Trap Nets are supported by floats and may stretch hun-

dreds of yards.  The ends are supposed to be marked by flags – 

one flag on the end nearest to shore, two flags on the end fur-

thest from shore.  But, anyone who has come upon them, knows 

they are hard to spot, and often the flags seem to be missing. 

 

In September, three sailboats travelled from Sandusky to Cleve-

land, to watch the Air Show.   In the lead was “Heaven on Earth”, 

with P/C Dave Rice, SN; Lt Joy Rice,P; Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP; 

and Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP on board.  They were followed by 

“Isobel” and “Island Girl.”  Approaching Cleveland, they came 

upon… Fish Nets! 

 

Tom broadcast the GPS coordinates of the nets, and if you had a 

pen and paper handy, along with charts and a plotting tool, you 

could have written these down and located the nets. 

 

Luckily, “Heaven on Earth” had a DSC/VHF radio aboard, con-

nected to a GPS.  On the vessel “Island Girl”, I was able to send 

them a DSC “Position Request.”   When “Heaven” replied, it 

marked the location of the nets on my chartplotter (note my 

chartplotter can only display 10 letters, so it calls Dave’s boat 

“Heaven Ear”). 

 

This made it easy for us to spot the location of the fish nets.  

These were 4 miles ahead of our boat, so we wouldn’t run into 

them for 30-45 minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screenshot of my chartplotter showing position of “Heaven on 

Earth”.  This requires that “Heaven on Earth” have a “Class D” 

DSC/VHF radio connected to its GPS.  In addition, “Island Girl” 

needed the Class D radio, connected to a chartplotter which is 

able to plot the position on screen (mine is a Garmin 541, from 

2012).  Older chartplotters may not be able to display that posi-

tion signal.  

 

Also note that by placing the chart plotter cursor on the position 

of “Heaven on Earth”, you can read that she is 4.35 miles ahead 

(box in lower right had corner of GPS display). 

 

If you don’t already have DSC technology, put it on your Christ-

mas list.   

 

And, if you’d like to learn more about Fish Nets, see our meeting 

on the subject from several years ago  -  http://goo.gl/p7B3ZO . 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

 

What is going on with that boat out there? 

 

You may have asked yourself this as you see a boat off in the 

distance. Well, if you happen to have a DSC radio equipped with 

Automated Identification System (AIS) technology, you would 

have the answer to that question.  In case you’re thinking of 

putting a DSC radio on your Christmas list, as Brian suggests, you 

may want to consider a DSC with AIS receiving and/or trans-

mitting capabilities.  

 

AIS is an automated tracking system which uses base stations 

and satellites to electronically exchange data. Sure, it’s an addi-

tional cost, yet it gives you a great deal of additional infor-

mation. If you can receive AIS information, you will know the 

name of the vessel, its size, speed, heading, and other data 

about the vessel in question. If you also transmit AIS data, the 

other vessel will know the same info about you!       (continued on page 7) 

http://goo.gl/p7B3ZO
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You can set your system to alarm or warn you of any vessel with-

in a certain range. This is similar to setting an alarm on your 

plotter if a vessel is within a certain range on your radar.  AIS 

provides supplementary information to the chartplotter. 

 

On prior page and pictured below is a site for boat enthusiasts 

with internet access.  Marinetraffic.com is one such site.  Pictured 

on prior page was Sandusky Ohio area. Pictured below is Dutch 

Harbor, Alaska.  It is vey difficult to show here, but each picture 

has a small rectangle with pop-up info obtained by hovering over 

an icon. Triple 7, member Lt George Bleyele’s boat, is shown in 

Sandusky screen shot. 

 

Lt George Bleyle, N, has AIS with his radio, uses it regularly, and 

has found it very helpful. He states:  “The first time I came in 

Moseley Channel I slowed to 2-3 kts until I was certain that the 

light at the end of the break wall was, in fact, the light I was 

looking for. 

 

But, as I said, AIS is a two edged sword. How frequently do you 

want a warning?  In congested waterways like the Hudson River, 

Long Island Sound and Chesapeake Bay, especially in low viz, I 

want early (frequent) warning. Other times, no. 

 

I've had my boat on the Hudson River four times, twice in low viz 

with rain and light fog. I monitor Chan 13 continuously and wher-

ever I see an oncoming towboat, etc., I call the Captain with 

words like, "South bound towboat at approx mile/buoy 36, I'm 

the red/white north bound trawler at your 11:30 about 2 miles. 

Which side would you like me on?" 99 times out of a hundred, 

the reply with be, "I have you in sight; stay where you are!" 

Good!!! I see him; he sees me and we'll pass port to port!!! 

 

My big advantage is my cruising speed is 7.5 kts; I have an en-

closed pilot house, a good radio, I keep a good lookout and I'm 

not afraid to use the radio - and I have good windshield wipers 

and I have a very good autopilot that holds a heading very, very 

well.”  

If you don’t have AIS on your boat but enjoy navigation, or just 

checking out what boats are out there, there are apps for your 

phone such as Find Ship, and Ship Info. As an enthusiast of the 

Deadliest Catch show on Discovery, I use www.marinetraffic.com 

to see where the Alaska crab fishing fleet is. You can search by 

location or vessel  to pull up a number of facts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

But be aware…..on either the websites or the apps, the vessel 

location and destination may not be current. That is readily indi-

cated by the date/time shown with the last known vessel posi-

tion. In addition, if a vessel  is beyond the range of any AIS base 

station, or has its AIS turned off, it cannot be found.  Sounds like 

stealthy boating to me!  

 

Certainly, AIS is a great tool to aid boaters in safe navigation and 

also is helpful for any Good Samaritans to provide speedy re-

sponse in locating any boat in distress to render aid.  

 

And we can use the technology on our devices to while away 

some hours over the winter season.  Enjoy it! 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lt George Bleyle, N and P/Lt/C Jan Vitucci-Ehrman, P 

http://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/centerx:-82.7/centery:41.4/zoom:12
http://www.marinetraffic.com
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November 
 
3 General Meeting-Holiday 

 Charity Project 
 
4-6 D/7 Fall Conference 
 Sawmill Creek Resort, Huron 
 
17 Executive Meeting 
 

December 
 
1 General Meeting:  Christmas  
 Cookie Exchange 
 
10 Christmas Party—Turkeyfoot  
 Island Club 
15 Executive Meeting 

January 
 
5 General Meeting—Annual 

 Election  of Officers 
 
10 Junior Navigation class be-
 gins 
 
18 Sail class begins 
 
19 Executive Meeting 
 
24 Piloting Class begins 
 

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

