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 Commander’s Message 
Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
   

      One of member benefits which 
I enjoy the most isn’t listed in any 
of the USPS literature. Through 
all of the friendships P/C Jan 
Holmes, SN and I have formed 
over these past 27 years with 

Akron, District 7, and the National 
organization, we have toured quite a variety of 
water vessels. We have owned a canoe, 
several dinghies, 2 sailboats, and currently a 
trawler. The possibility of a ride on a unique 
boat without benefit of a large payment book 
always makes me really excited.   

Recently fellow members David & Pam 
Feltner invited us for a couple of days aboard 
their houseboat “A Summer Place.” Wow 
what a beautiful and spacious (80’ after all) 
Somerset houseboat which lives at Seven 
Points Marina located in Raystown Lake 
Recreational Area. This is part of a Corp of 
Engineers dam project which flooded this 
mountainous area in Pennsylvania and then 
converted it into a scenic getaway. The area 
has multiple campgrounds for tent or RV 
hookups - one which you can only access via 
boat. There has been no housing buildup or 
other developments allowed thus far so it is 
really away from it all – at this time. This also 
means limited dining opportunities, so luckily 
Pam enjoys cooking. 

After they both retired, Dave & Pam 
found this perfect spot and purchased a 
houseboat to play on. Then they decided to do 
the Great Loop, sold that houseboat, and 
purchased an Ocean Alexander trawler. After 
completing that long and exciting adventure, 
they were ready to return to some more laid 

back relaxation. Thus “A Summer Place” is 
moored in the very same slip which they 
previously occupied. 

Life aboard a houseboat is a unique 
form of boating. You literally have your 
cottage on the water with both a front and 
back porch and all of the comforts of home. 

This 80’ yacht has plenty of accommodations 
for family and really lucky friends like Jan & 
I. They even took it out for a spin, unlike 
some much smaller boat owners do. But then 
they also have a 16’ bow rider “go fast” boat 

which is apparently Pam’s special favorite. 
We also enjoyed tooling (very quickly) around 
the 31 miles of lake on it. Thanks so much 
Dave & Pam. What a great time and what 
excellent hosts! 

United States Power Squadrons
®

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

Back by popular demand is our holiday 
dinner at the  

HOFBRAUHAUS CLEVELAND  
1550 Chester Ave Cleveland 44114 
www.hofbrauhauscleveland.com.  

  

December 29,2018 6PM 
A $5 per person fee will be collected at the 

door for room rental. 
We have the Hermit room reserved for a 

maximum of 60 members. We will be order-
ing off the main menu again. Please sign up 

online (coming soon) or email Don 
Gifford—dagifford1@gmail.com. 

 
If your interested in a room please contact 
Pam Gifford at pgifford002@gmail.com.   
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 Executive Officer 
Lt /C Steve Neumann 

 

Lisa M Thompson/ Coralee 
Logan - Steak Fry  

Brian Logan /Lisa M Thomp-
son – Akron Boat Show 

Kevin & Alice Miller – Wil-
liam Mather Museum, Rattlesnake Island 

Robert Ball – Put in Bay, Jet ski Rendezvous 

Bob Ashley – Portage Lakes Rendezvous & 
Steak Fry with ACBS 

Mark & Linda Seeman – 10 Day Cruise 

Hank & Cassandra Stewart – Sawmill Creek 

Tom & Sandy Vielhaber – Corn Roast 

Dave & Joy Rice, Tom Carrino & Jynx Pfile 
and all who assisted with the planning, setup, 
food preparation and teardown of all the ren-
dezvous this summer. 

Thank You for a great summer of boating!  

 It wasn’t until Lisa and Chip Ingram and I set 
out to plan the Port Clinton rendezvous that I 
got a clear understanding of just exactly how 

much time and work goes into chairing these 
events. This is truly a great benefit of being a 
squadron member. After a long winter of tak-
ing classes what a great way to put the skills 
you learned into some great boating.  

 If you have not had a chance to be a part of 
the rendezvous we had this past summer, do 

yourself a favor and be a part of the fun and 
comradery. It’s a great way to get better ac-
quainted with fellow squadron members and 
get some great food while you’re at it. I hope 
to see you all this winter at meetings, classes 

and then back on the water next summer!   

 

 

March 1 - 3, 2019 
John Knight Center 

Akron, Ohio  

Save the Date 
Boat Show Dinner March 2 

ASPS Bridge Officers 
 
 

Commander Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
(330) 644-5056 margoholmes@att.net 
 

Executive Officer Lt/C Steve Neumann, P 
(330) 608-6731 dockhopper711@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Kevin Miller, AP 
(330) 620-5125 kevinmiller@akronpowersquadron.com  
 
 

Educational Officer Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
(330) 633-5291 aingram@kent.edu  
 

Secretary Lt/C Barbara Rudolph, AP  
(330) 472-6087 psbrudolph@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 

(330) 664-0871 mjbusta@roadrunner.com 

Editor’s Note:  

You too could have an article published in 

this very newsletter. Submit your story or 

nautical tip to sophie3019@yahoo.com        

labeled Scuttlebutt. 

mailto:psbrudolph@yahoo.com
mailto:mjbusta@roadrunner.com
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                   Secretary Department 
      Lt/C Barb Rudolph, AP 

  

It’s November already, where has the 
summer gone?  Many members were 
able to attend rendezvous planned by 
Akron or other D7 squadrons, or the Dis-
trict rendezvous at the Rock and Dock, 
but not the Rudolphs.  One thing or an-

other, it’s been a busy couple of months for us and we 
were only able to attend Put-In-Bay, which was as ex-
pected, a great weekend.  We did however make our 
own cruise this summer by going traveling to Leam-
ington, Ontario and Pelee Island.   Earlier this year, 
when the CBP officers came to the General Meeting, 
we took advantage and got our I-68s.  These make 
entry back in the US much easier when traveling by 
boat.  We weren’t sure if we would get to use them 
but wanted to be prepared.   
On July 24th we set out for Leamington, right across 
the lake from where we dock so we set out on that 
gloomy morning.  Just west of Kelleys, west of Pelee 
Island and straight into Leamington.    We used sight 
as we can see Kelleys coming out our channel.  By the 
time we got passed Kelleys we could see Pelee.  Lucki-
ly, by the time we got past Pelee, we saw the Jiimann, 
the ferry that goes between Leamington and Pelee, 
and went in her direction to take us right into Leam-
ington, as our GPS was not working.  Now we don’t 
suggest this be the way it is done, but Jim has made 
the trip several times before, is well versed in the Lake 
Erie waters, as he’s been boating on Lake Erie his en-
tire life.  By the time we got to Leamington, the sun 
was out and the skies were blue.  It was about a 40 
mile trip, and it took just about an hour and a half.   
The marina is beautiful.  We docked on the Prome-
nade so it was convenient to the marina building, the 

boardwalk to the beach and was close to the bus stop 
and restaurants.  Upon arrival, Jim went to the office 
and made a call to the Canadian Customs.  He gave 
our plan for the three days and they provided us a 
customs number.  We carried that and our passports 
with us.  We rode the bus into town, but was disap-
pointed as many of the shops had closed.  We walked 
to dinner at Ray’s Ribs.  It’s a little restaurant Seacliff 
about a 5-10 minute walk from the marina that is an 
old gas station.  The food was very good.  The beach 
just on the other side of the ferry is very nice. 
The next morning, under beautiful blue skies, we set 
out for Pelee Island and Scudder’s Marina.  Some of 
you may have visited Scudder’s before as years ago 
ASPS held a rendezvous there.  It hasn’t changed!   
The trip was beautiful, again on a flat lake.  We 
toured the island by van and ate lunch at the Stone 
House, a new restaurant just down from West Dock.  
Again the food was good and they offered local beers 
and of course, Pelee Island Winery wines.  Cabs were 
quite expensive on the island.  US currency is ex-
changed dollar for dollar as Canadian.  It was $20 to 
lunch and $20 back.  We were able to swim at the 
public beach just next to the marina.  The algae 
bloom was in full force, although no warnings were 
issued.   
The winds kicked up overnight making the trip back to 

Marblehead a little tricky.  We figured out the GPS 

problem, a blown fuse, and were able to get a re-

placement at the Cooperative store that is only open 

until 2:00 pm.   We stayed on the East side of the is-

land as the winds were out of the SW.  The 10 or so 

miles between Pelee Island and Kelleys were a little 

more challenging but once we hit the protection of 

Kelleys, it was an easy ride home.  It was a nice little 

outing.   

Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN & Patricia A Ball, S 
P/C Marty Beech, SN 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Thomas J Carrino, AP & Virginia L Pfile, P 
Lt Sid Foster, P and Lt Linda Foster 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 

P/C Jan Holmes, SN  & Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
Andy Leffler, P & Lt Barbie Leffler, P 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Tom McFate, AP 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
Wilson Family 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2017 
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     Education Officer 
     Lt /C Chip Ingram, SN 
 
    
   The American Sailing Association   
   recently sent out information about a  
   series of videos they produced about  
   docking your boat (especially your sail 
   boat). I decided to plunk down my   
   $12.95 and see what they were like. 
 
For that price, ASA members get almost 25 minutes of 
video on the Vimeo website (less credits and other 
material like that). There are five major videos and 
two smaller ones that are thrown in as extras. The big 
five in the Docking Made Easy series are: 
 

Docking Under Sail: An Ideal Approach 
Docking Under Power: Drills 
Docking Under Power: Departing the Dock 
Docking Under Power: Returning to the Dock 
Docking Under Power: Cruising Catamarans 

 
The smaller ones included are How to Hang Y our 
Fenders and Downwind Docking (under sail). 
 
Clearly, there are limitations in trying to learn docking 
from videos. First, of course, videos cannot substitute 
for being out there on the water and actually having to 
approach the dock, trying to get it right. For one thing, 
my heart rate did not increase much at all while view-
ing the videos! Second, the videos are quite short. The 
reason for this is that they all tend to assume the best 
possible conditions (note the subtitle of the first one), 
so they show us how to approach a dock directly into 
the wind. They do tell us to assess the winds and cur-
rents but they have stacked the deck by assuming that 
they are favorable. What I could use is more about 
how to deal with conditions that are considerably less 
than ideal. For example, the “Departing the Dock” ep-
isode has us leaving a slip (good) but with the wind 
right on the nose, not, say, from the side where it 
pushes you into the boat next door. The “Returning to 
the Dock” video doesn’t even have us going into a 
slip, just alongside an end dock. The catamaran video 
does not actually show docking at all, although it in-
cludes useful practice exercises in open water.  
 
That doesn’t mean that these videos aren’t useful, but 
they are limited. To me, the most helpful one was the 
second in the series, where they showed open-water 

drills that we could all practice before getting close to 
the dock. The others had good information but only 
about those relatively easy situations that I can already 
handle (well, most of the time). There were also some 
good safety reminders, such as that crew should never 
(never, never) jump across from boat to dock or back 
the other way. I would have appreciated a little about 
how to handle some situations when there is no one on 
board but myself, since that often happens, too.  
 
Of the extra included videos, one focused on a more 
difficult situation and was almost scary. It was the one 
regarding how to enter a slip under sail with the wind 
behind you. (Hint: use a spring line.) I would have 
liked more along those lines, with some things that I 
could practice to prepare.  
 
So, if docking it one of your worries, then these could 
be a good place to start, since videos can show more 
than static pictures in a book about docking. If you 
still feel uneasy, then you might consider the ASPS 
JumpStart program as well, to have someone come 
onto your boat and help you practice the skills out 
there in the real world.  

 
Instructor Development course 

 
     This is required only for teaching 
America’s Boating Course, so if you are 
interested in joining the team to teach,   
this could be a good place to start. It 
could also be useful for those of you who 
don’t have much teaching experience but 
are teaching (or want to teach) the other 
courses.  
     It is not clear how large an audience 
we might have for that, so if you are in-
terested, please contact me 
( chip.ingram@akronpowersquadron.co
m ) and tell me so. If we have an inter-
ested group, I’ll schedule the course.  

mailto:chip.ingram@akronpowersquadron.com
mailto:chip.ingram@akronpowersquadron.com
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 Squadron Adopts Summit County Children Services  

  
Akron Sail and Power Squadron is again adopting the Summit County Children Services 

“Holiday Toy Room” Program for our civic activity program. Our Civic Activities 
Chair, Lt Jackie Summers coordinates this for the squadron.  

  
At our November 1 meeting, we “passed the hat” for  donations – cash or check (made out 

to “Summit County Children Services”) and will do so again next month (Dec 6 meet-
ing).  

  
The Holiday Toy Room provides gifts to more than 2,000 children in agency care.  The toy 

room contains a wide array of new, unwrapped gifts which needy families can select for 
their children. It is similar to shopping in a store – families get a number of “points” 
they can use to “buy” new gifts to take home and wrap for their children.   

  
In addition to gifts and donations – used to purchase gifts for the children – they need vol-

unteer “Personal Shoppers” to help the families select their gifts.   Contact Sandy Delu-
ca of Children Services, (330) 379-1994 for information.  

  
Over the past eight years, Akron Sail and Power Squadron members have donated cash and 

gifts of more than $14,000 to Children Services. In addition, many members volun-
teered their time in the Toy Room helping parents select toys and gifts to give to their 
children. Children Services recognized Akron at their Community Appreciation Meet-
ing in 2014, and presented the squadron a plaque recognizing our contributions.  

  
We will be collecting gifts, cash, and checks made out to Summit County Children Ser-

vices, at our December 7 meeting. You can also send a check – or deliver new and un-
wrapped gifts – to Summit County Children Services, 264 S Arlington St, Akron, OH 
44306. They have the most need for infants and teens.   

  
For questions contact Jackie or Bob Summers at (330) 867-6105. 

December Meeting “Christmas Cookie Exchange”  

 
     Members are encouraged to bring three dozen cookies 

– one to share at the meeting, and two dozen to “swap” so 

you can take home a variety of “treats”.   

          

          We’ll also provide punch or eggnog for your holiday 

spirits! 
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Algae Bloom Report 2018 
 
Lake Erie has been plagued by a steady increase of Harmful Algae Blooms over the past dec-
ade. These blooms consist of cyanobacteria or blue-green algae, which are capable of produc-
ing toxins that pose a risk to human and animal health, foul coastlines, and impact communi-
ties and businesses that depend on the lake. 
The 2018 bloom has ended, and NOAA has made an assessment of the severity of the bloom 
this year. The Severity Index (SI) was 3.6, compared to 8 for 2017. 2015 had a SI of 10.5. The 
Severity Index captures the amount of bloom biomass over the peak 30 days of the bloom. 
The 2018 bloom was unusual in that it started early, the last week of June. The early start was 
probably a result of the rapid early warming of Lake Erie, starting at the end of May. On the 
other end of the season, a storm on Sep 9-10 produced strong winds over Lake Erie, which se-
verely disrupted the bloom. The bloom did not recover, and ended by the first week of Octo-
ber, one of the earliest ends of the bloom we have seen. 
While some scums did occur, scum was both more localized and less common in this bloom, 
especially in contrast to the much larger and more severe 2017 bloom. 
River discharge and rainfall in 2018 was lower in May and June, and very low in July. This is 
much different from 2017, which saw extremely wet months in May and July, and extremely 
high discharge and load in those months. 
For more information and to subscribe to this bulletin, go to: http://coastalscience.noaa.gov/
research/habs/forecasting 
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CASUAL FRIDAY? 

 

Casual Fridays are part of the culture at a lot of jobs. It’s part 
of “the changing nature of work.” Sometimes I go days without 
seeing a man in a suit or a woman in “business clothes." 

 

Here’s an astonishing fact: a third of all workers (and more 
than half of younger ones) are now independent contractors, 
temps, adjuncts, consultants, day workers, etc. The time when 
most of us went to work on the regular payroll of an employer 
is gone for most people starting work today. 
 

That means you can probably wear your choice of clothes to 
work. So you need a source of quality, good looking things on 
your shelf.  

 

You’re in luck. The Ship’s Store has your back. From T’s to po-
los to dress shirts and sweaters, you can find what you need 
while supporting the Squadron.  
 

Need a more subtle and classy shirt? Some of our polos, T’s 
and short sleeve button-downs can now be ordered with no em-
broidery but a small (one inch high) ASPS burgee on the right 
sleeve … nothing else. Much more distinctive than wearing 
someone’s little alligator around! Both men’s and women’s 
styles are available. To see this option look under the “Shop by 
Logo” title on the store website.  
 

Of course the USPS “ship’s wheel” logo and new “America’s 
Boating Club” logo are offered on nearly everything in the store. 
 

One caution. We’ve learned the logo colors don't show up well 
on certain dark fabric colors. If you have any doubt about 
whether the logo will work on the color shirt you like, phone or 
email Ed at Queensboro’s customer service (it’s under “Contact 
Us” at the bottom of the web page: 800-847-4478). Ed knows 
our logo well and will work with you. And Queens-
boro’s satisfaction guarantee is there to back you up.  
 
Go to Ship’s Store HERE  

https://akronpowersquadron.qbstores.com/
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FOR THE ADVENTUROUS SOUL 
Do you wish to sail to exciting ports? Perhaps sail in foreign waters.  Well we have the information you 

need to fulfil that desire. The course is Cruising and Cruise Planning. 

We will cover: Choosing a destination; Picking a boat; Equipping that boat; Anchoring; Electronics; Crew 

selection; Meals and provisioning; Communications; Formalities of cruising in foreign ports; Emergencies 

and medical preparedness;  and Weather. 

As you have seen if you take this course, you will be prepared to enjoy your cruise with very few unpleas-

ant surprises. We are also planning guest speakers with various cruising experiences. So come and join us. 

The tentative dates are Wednesday March 6, 2019 through May 15th at Cuyahoga Falls High School.  

To join Margo and I with Dave and Joy Rice for a really fun class, please call Jan Holmes at 330-256-0267 

or email janrholmes@att.net. 

 

Thoughts from the Commander 
 
Danger! Danger, Will Robinson! 
Do you remember the warning from the 

popular 1960’s television series Lost in 
Space? We are given warnings throughout 
our lives starting with our parents, teachers, 
and neighborhood adults. Fear of punishment 
was always more concrete than the possibility 
of any injury occurring doing one of those “I 
dare you deals” which you couldn’t deny. 
Now as adults ourselves, we should heed 
those published or written warnings as well as 
use common sense to keep everyone out of 
trouble. Many people expect others to keep 
them out of harm’s way. There are written 
warnings on cigarette packages and alcoholic 
beverages; the preflight monologue before 
takeoff; obnoxiously loud noises if you don’t 
fasten seat belts, laws enforcing hands free car 
cell usage are all trying to save us from our-
selves. 

With the major improvements to Coast 
Guard approved life jackets, it’s easy to al-
ways wear those lightweight inflatable belts. 
Since our Christopher was an infant when we 
bought our first sailboat and he always needed 
detailed explanations, it was much easier to 
just wear our life jackets. We still maintain 
that regimen today.  

Missouri law states “Children under age 
7 are required to wear a life jacket whenever 

they are on a boat unless they are in the cabin 
area of a houseboat or cruiser.” When 17 peo-
ple between the ages of 1 and 76 years died on 
Table Rock Lake in Branson, Missouri in the 
amphibious duck boat holding 31 people none 
onboard was wearing a life jacket. There was 
a severe thunderstorm warning ½ hour prior to 
the accident but the tour went on as sched-
uled. The safety equipment was stored above 
the seats but those passengers were told it was 
unnecessary to put on any of them. That and 
the design of the duck boat made this an acci-
dent waiting to happen. 

The recently released 2017 US Coast 
Guard annual report showed a year over year 
3.9% decrease in accidents, injuries down 
9.4%, deaths down 6.1% totaling 658. Fatality 
rates were 5.5 per 100,000 registered recrea-
tional vessels. Property damage was nearly 
$46 million. Operator inattention, improper 
lookout, operator inexperience, machinery 
failure, and alcohol use ranked as the top five 
factors. The operator in fatal accidents had no 
boating safety instruction in 81% of the cases.  

In the September 2018 PassageMaker 

magazine, Captain Sue LaNeve writes about 
her near drowning. She lists Maritime Univer-
sal Truth #1: reckless choices rock boats – or 
they sink them. Maritime Universal Truth #2: 
seasoned mariners do not make reckless 
choices. Please make sure you keep those 
truths in the forefront the next time you board 
your boat for a ride. 

mailto:janrholmes@att.net
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 December 

 6 General Meeting & Cookie Swap   

 29 Holiday Party 

 

 January 

 1 General Meeting  

 17-21 Mid America Boat Show (Cleveland) 

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

