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A Trip to Alaska 

 … the hard way! 

 
 

The Race to Alaska is North America’s longest human and wind powered race. It covers 750 miles, from 
Port Townsend, Washington up the Inside Passage to Ketchikan, Alaska. Any kind of boat can enter, as 

long as it doesn’t have a motor.  No support crews are allowed, and almost half the teams don’t make it to 

Alaska. In 2016 a team set the record of four days. Join our meeting on Thursday, November 5 as Rob 
Stone, a member of Team Buckeye, shares his experiences  participating in this grueling endurance adven-

ture. See page 8 for more. 
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Greetings and I hope this finds you 
well. The boat is winterized and 
wrapped up for the season. Alice 
and I are already planning next 
season (amid more than a little 
uncertainty about what it will 
bring). This was a pretty good 
year for boating for us and we got 

to spend a good bit of time, self-distancing, on the water. 
We could not go everywhere we wanted to, but by and 
large were very lucky. I think we need to remember the 
people around the country and the world who have fall-
en victim to COVID pandemic and count our blessings if 
we have not been directly impacted. 
 I am very excited about the November meeting and 
the presentation by Rob Stone about his adventures 
(past and planned) in the Race to Alaska (R2AK). I have 
been following the race for a few years and always enjoy 
the videos and stories that come from it. I hope you will 
join us for the presentation and meeting November 4th. 
Please also be on the lookout for upcoming programs 
either on general meeting nights or standalone.  
 Ken Leque and I are teaching an online Electronic 
Navigation class. As I reviewed the material, I am look-
ing forward to the class. I think it will be interesting and 
fun. I hope that you are joining us for this or another 
class this year; it’s a great way to have a little boating in 
the cold winter months. Education is the cornerstone of 
the squadron’s mission, and while we are limited in our 
ability to meet in person, it is also a great way to stay in 
touch.  
 Now, about staying in touch. I have noticed that 
many members are not regularly joining us online. I 
know that meeting online is not the same as going to the 
Legion Hall and hanging out with friends. As soon as we 
can safely go back to the Legion, we will do that, be-
cause nothing compares with that experience. In the 
meantime, I hope you will try to join in on some of the 
online programs (general meetings, training, and 
presentations). The Bridge and our members work hard 
to make those possible, and I believe they deserve your 
support. If you are nervous or have reservations about 
joining us online, please let me know and I will work 
with you to get you through the process. It is really easy.  
 
 

 
Here is a video I created that explains the process. 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1Iv02MSLbYNpP2copmQUO1kLl2-YXNbHX/view?
usp=sharing You can also look online for more infor-
mation and videos that explain how to use Google Meet. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44sGIczM_po 
 

Well, please stay safe and plan to join us for some 
squadron activities. 
 
 

Kevin 
 commander@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

Commander’s Message 
Cdr Kevin Miller, AP 

 

November 
 

01   Henry Young 
03   Bonnie Strine 
04   Linda Seeman 
05   Larry Burris 
08   Burton Job 

09   Lisa M. Thompson 
13   Susan Hoyt 
14   Donn Bell 

14   Pete Cianci 
14   Shanda Gates 
14   Bob Summers 

16   Jonathan Schiesswohl 
16   Donna Wise 

19   Kathy Bender 
21   Daniel Miller 

24   Joy Rice 
27   Brian Logan 

27   Anna May Wilson 
28   Brad Colon 

29   William Corsaut 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iv02MSLbYNpP2copmQUO1kLl2-YXNbHX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iv02MSLbYNpP2copmQUO1kLl2-YXNbHX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iv02MSLbYNpP2copmQUO1kLl2-YXNbHX/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44sGIczM_po
mailto:commander@akronpowersquadron.com
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Greetings fellow Squadron 
Members!  
  

For those of us who are 
“winterizers,” I hope every-
one has their boats tucked 
safely away for the long win-
ter hibernation. And for all of 
us, as we look toward the 
winter months and reflect on 
the memories of this past 

summer, it is also good to think ahead to next season. Alt-
hough most activities had to be canceled due to COVID, I 
remain optimistic for next summer. Therefore, please feel 
free to make any suggestions for activities or rendezvous to 
myself or anyone on the bridge.     
 Continuing with my reading suggestions, as we transi-
tion from fall to winter, there is an excellent book, Victura, 
The Kennedys, A Sailboat, and The Sea, by James W. Gra-
ham. It talks about the Kennedy family’s love of sailing and 
the sea. Although November is election month, this book is 
not political at all. It talks about the Kennedys, specifically 
John F. Kennedy and his beloved Victura from a unique per-
spective; it shows what a big role sailing and the sea played 
in his life. Although the Kennedys owned many boats over 
the years, Victura, a 25 foot Wianno Senior gaff-rigged 
wooden sloop, was a focal point for the entire family for al-
most 50 years. In the first chapter Graham tells how Victura 
was purchased in 1932. She was struck by lightning in 1936, 
dragged onto the beach during a hurricane by Jack Kennedy 
in 1944, and was nearly lost to a harbor fire in 2003. The 
book contains many interesting stories and describes the 
Kennedys’ competitive spirit growing up and racing Victura 
near their summer home in Hyannis Port on Nantucket 
Sound.  
 I enjoyed reading about how JFK would doodle pictures 
of sailboats in meetings, and how thoughts of sailing on Vic-
tura back home helped him get through some challenging 
times. The night before President Kennedy traveled to Dal-
las, he made a simple sketch of a sailboat which was found 
the next day by staff at The Rice Hotel. This may be the last 
thing he ever put on paper before he was assassinated. Ad-
ditionally, the Kennedys credit JFK’s experience gained sail-
ing Victura with helping him survive the sinking of his PT 
boat in World War II.   
 This book provides some excellent insight into what role 

a passion for sailing, boating and the sea can play in a per-
son’s life. Regardless of sail or power, I think this is some-
thing many of us can relate to. The book is available through 
Amazon in both hardback, paperback, and on Kindle.  
 Please everyone stay safe and healthy, and I hope to 
see you on-line this winter. 

 

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 

Commander  
Cdr Kevin W Miller, AP  

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

‘Executive Officer  
Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  

 

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

 Secretary  
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  

secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

 

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.comro  

 

Frolicking at Point Pelee, 75th Anniversary Cruise, 2014 

Kevin Miller, Dave Rice, Joy Rice, and Jan Holmes enjoy a 
day at the beach. No masks required in 2014! 
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If your  eyes don’t like reading 
small type, just adjust these  
pages to about 125% or more. 

 

 

 
 

 We are moving ahead with some of our educational plans for this fall. The Elec-
tronic Navigation course started on October 20 in an online format. Ken Leque and Kev-
in Miller are presiding over an excellent class of about 10 students.  
 We received little interest in either Boat Handling (the old Seamanship) or Ad-
vanced Marine Navigation (formerly Advanced Piloting). We are saving them for anoth-
er time when we hope we can drum up a few more students. We hope to try Boat Han-
dling again this winter/spring, so if you are interested in teaching or taking the course, 
please let me know. The way things are going it will probably be online.  
 Finally, we are going to try to restart an online (and possibly a face-to-face) ABC 
class to pick up some of those students (and prospective members) who didn’t get to 
take or finish it before.  

 Looking forward to the winter and spring of 2021, as noted, we may have to continue to offer any courses 
online. I will keep monitoring to see whether any of our usual free venues will be open to outside groups, but it 
seems unlikely at this time. Let me know if you know of any such places. I’m currently thinking of Boat Handling, 
Marine Navigation (Piloting), and Cruising and Cruise Planning, plus some ABC sections. 

           Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

Beware – Third Party Boat Documentation Costs Three Times as Much  
 
Note:  This article was first published in the Scuttlebutt 2017.   This practice by similar firms is ongoing. 
  
Each year, owners of documented vessels receive a renewal notice from the U.S. Coast Guard’s National Vessel Doc-
umentation Center (NVDC). Member Ken Conger received a renewal notice from “US Vessel Documentation, Inc.”  
Ken noticed that the $75 charge is nearly three times the amount when you pay the US Coast Guard.   
 
In essence, you are paying $50 for someone to send in the form to the Coast Guard for you.   
 
The U.S. Coast Guard’s National Vessel Documentation Center web site says:   
 

“…there are commercial entities that offer to manage the certification/renewal process on behalf of vessel 
owners for a fee. The Coast Guard does not endorse any of these companies…. Any fees charged or agree-
ments offered by such companies are in no way associated with the NVDC certification process.” 

 
Make sure you are renewing with the U.S. Coast Guard’s National Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC), located in 
Falling Waters, West Virginia. Current fee is $26 – saving you nearly $50.  Then, donate your savings to the US Coast 
Guard Foundation, http://www.coastguardfoundation.org/  

 
Letterhead from third-party documentation company looks “official. 

 

Boating is an approved 

 social distancing activity!   

 

Enjoy! 

http://www.coastguardfoundation.org/
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Let’s Ask the 

Skipper  

RULE 35 Sound Signals in Restricted Visibility 
  
In or near an area of restricted visibility, whether by day or night, the signals prescribed in this Rule shall be used as fol-
lows: 
 
(a) A power-driven vessel making way through the water shall sound at intervals of not more than 2 minutes one pro-
longed blast. 
 
(b) A power-driven vessel underway but stopped and making no way through the water shall sound at intervals of not 
more than 2 minutes two prolonged blasts in succession with an interval of about 2 seconds between them. 
 
(c) A vessel not under command, a vessel restricted in her ability to maneuver, a vessel constrained by her draft, a sailing 
vessel, a vessel engaged in fishing and a vessel engaged in towing or pushing another vessel shall, instead of the signals 
prescribed in paragraphs (a) or (b) of this Rule, sound at intervals of not more than 2 minutes three blasts in succession, 
namely one prolonged followed by two short blasts. 
 
(d) A vessel engaged in fishing, when at anchor, and a vessel restricted in her ability to maneuver when carrying out her 
work at anchor, shall instead of the signals prescribed in paragraph (g) of this Rule sound the signal prescribed in para-
graph (c) of this Rule. 
 
(e) A vessel towed or if more than one vessel is towed the last vessel of the tow, if manned, shall at intervals of not more 
than 2 minutes sound four blasts in succession, namely one prolonged followed by three short blasts. When practicable, 
this signal shall be made immediately after the signal made by the towing vessel. 
 
(f) When a pushing vessel and a vessel being pushed ahead are rigidly connected in a composite unit they shall be re-
garded as a power-driven vessel and shall give the signals prescribed in paragraphs (a) or (b) of this Rule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skipper, 
 Last week my buddy Brian and I were sitting in 
Sandusky Bay off Cedar Point fishing when fog rolled in. 
After about half an hour we heard a very loud horn blast 
lasting about 5 seconds followed immediately by two short 
blasts. Brian said “What was that?” 
 “I don’t know, what do you think it was?” I said.  
 “I bet it’s the Goodtime III getting ready to leave the 
dock.” Brian said.  
 “I bet you’re right.” I said and we went back to fishing. 
After about two minutes we heard the three horn blasts 
again, this time really close by.  
 “What is that?” Brian said. I looked at the fish finder 
and we were in about 28’ of water. So, we must have drifted 

into the channel. I started the motor and headed in the direc-
tion of Cedar Point just as something really big whooshed 
past us.  
 So Skipper, what went wrong? If I am just sitting in the 
Bay fishing in the fog, do I have to do anything? And what 
do you think that was that went by? Shouldn’t he have let us 
know he was coming toward us? 
 
Sincerely, 
Foggy Fisher 

Dear Foggy, 
 
 I would say that you and your buddy were pretty lucky not 
to have ended up as fish bait. The sound signal for a power vessel 
under way and constrained by draft to a channel in the fog is a 
prolonged (5 seconds) and two short blasts every 2 minutes. So, 
the vessel that passed you was following the navigation rules by 
blowing his horn while proceeding under power, constrained to 
the channel, and in the fog.  
 On the other hand, if you guys were out just drifting and 
fishing, this means that you are underway but stopped. You are 
required to make two prolonged horn blasts every two minutes to 
signal your status and location. In any event, I also can’t recom-
mend fishing in the Mosley Channel in the fog, signals or no. 
 It is good to know the reduced visibility sound signals for 
the next time you get caught out in the fog, so I posted them be-
low. And remember, per the colregs, a recreational fishing boat is 
not considered a vessel engaged in fishing. 
 
Safe travels, 
Skipper 
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From the chaplain ... 
 

In German “voyage” is “fahrt.” I just found that out.  (There’s another 
word too but fahrt is more fun.) If you feel like our voyage through 
2020 is a fahrt, I agree. 
 Pandemic fatigue is in the news. We’re just tired of all this. Starting 
in January things began to go south and at first we hoped fall would be 
OK, but it isn't. Even sports are fouled up. And there’s an election! Just 
in case you didn't notice. 
 You’ve seen the poster of a kitten hanging onto a rope. The caption 
says “When you get to the end of your rope, tie and knot and hang on.” 
Good advice there. As fall arrives we’d be wise to “stay frosty,” as the 
winter sports people say. Play it cool.  
 Masks, hand washing and distancing are here for the duration — even 
more important, in fact, because people are tired of them and really want to quit. Meetings will stay 
online. Schools are on-and-off. Fall events like trick-or-treating and Thanksgiving will be different. 
Many of us will miss seeing family. We need extra helpings of patience, steadiness and endurance. If you 
know the old Serenity Prayer (or even if you don’t), aim for more serenity and less anxiety.  
 
We can all use that.  
 
-Richard McCandless, Chaplain 

Final Reminder!! Merit Mark Hours Due! 

 The due date for squadron members to submit merit mark hours is November 1 to allow time to compile and sub-
mit to the commander for review. This process needs to be completed and submitted to National by November 15. 
 Merit marks are usually submitted by the chairperson of each activity or department, but can also be submitted 
individually by any member.  
 Merit Mark submission should include the following:  Your name, the activity, a description of the activity, and your 
time involved. 
 Submit Merit Market recommendations by email to meritmark@akronpowersquadron.com    Mike Krebs is your 
Merit Mark chair. 
Any questions on merit marks can be addressed to newportmike1@aol.com or by phone at 330-281-7558. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael G Krebs 

A maskless Richard, greets ABC 
students, pre-pandemic. 

mailto:meritmark@akronpowersquadron.com
mailto:newportmike1@aol.com
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What a year 2020 has been for all of us!  For the kids and families served by Summit 
County Children’s Services, it’s been especially challenging.  Akron Sail and Power 
Squadron wants to do our part for the little ones,as we have for more than 15 years. I 
asked Sandy Deluca, Supervisor Community Relations SCCS, how they are planning to 
handle the Toy Room this season. She replied to my email: 
 

“Due to the pandemic, we unfortunately are suspending the Holiday Toy Room this 
year.  There is just no way we can ensure physical distancing and keep everyone safe 
who comes into the building … families, staff, volunteers, and donors. In lieu of the 
Toy Room, we are seeking donations of gift cards to give to the children in agency 
custody who would have been shopped for previously. This is not ideal, but it will 
help families provide toys and other gifts for the children. Gift cards are what we 
need in denominations of $25 or less and can be from department stores, specialty 
stores, toy stores, or online retailers.” 
 

Since our meetings continue to be virtual only, we are posting on our website an 
online giving page for your donations to the children. Our treasurer will send the to-
tal funds to SCCS so they can obtain the best gift card buys. If you wish to donate your own cards, you can send them directly 
to: 

 

Summit County Children’s Services, 264 South Arlington Street, Akron, 44306 
 
Contributing to these struggling families so they can make Christmas a little more “normal” in this abnormal world might be 
just what you need to renew the Spirit of Christmas for yourself! I sure need that push, especially now. Santa and his favorite 
elf wish you a Great Season of Giving!              P/C Margo Holmes, AP 

Member Benefits - The Value of Belonging to USPS 
 

Belonging to USPS offers many benefits.  In addition to classes and 
boating activities, more than 50 organizations and businesses offer 
benefits to our members. 
 

Here are some that I have found useful: 
 

Advanced Courses – Members save $75 for 10-12 week Courses, 
like Piloting and Weather, taught by ASPS instructors 

 

ASPS Workshops and Seminars – Members save $5 for 2-hr work-
shops and seminars, and $10 for Paddlesmart, the Kayak/
paddle board seminar taught by ASPS instructors 

 

USPS On-line seminars – Members save 25% (around $7) for on-
line seminars, like GPS and Marine Radio 

 

Jump Start – A free, 2-hr, on-the-water personal instruction from 
members of USPS 

 

Vessel Safety Check – A free 15-point safety inspection, recognized 
by Coast Guard and local Marine Law Enforcement 

 

Marine Insurance – As a member of USPS, you are considered a 
preferred risk – especially if you have taken our classes.  The 
more classes, the larger a discount.  When I switched to USPS 
insurance in the early 90’s, based on the courses that I had 
taken, I saved $300 a year in insurance for my sailboat. 

 

BoatUS Membership – As a member of USPS, save 50% - $15 – in 
BoatUS membership.  (I also buy unlimited towing) 

Great Lakes Cruising Club seminars -- Save $5 on GLCC seminars.  
They are $15 for USPS members – same for members of GLCC.  
These are on topics as diverse as cruising the Great Lakes, 
weather forecasting, anchoring, and cooking. 

 

Subscribe to Soundings Magazine -- Save about 30% 
 

Office Max / Office Depot – with the discount, I have 
been able to print B&W pages for $.06, for flyers 
and brochures 

 

USPS Port Captains – While there is no dollar savings 
for this benefit, you might say it is “Priceless.”  A 
Port Captain has local knowledge about various 
ports you might visit.  I have used Port Captain 
contacts when cruising the Great Lakes and even 
when we chartered in the Bahamas. 

 
A full listing of “Member Benefits” on the USPS web site, 
https://www.usps.org/
departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits-
alphabetical 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
Membership Chair 

https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits-alphabetical
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits-alphabetical
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits-alphabetical
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Robbie Stone is a lifelong adventure 
seeker who has made a habit of going 
places and doing things that few of us 
have. He has always had a passion for 
anything in, on, or near the water. His 
first boat was a restoration project that 
he purchased when he was 16 years 
old. At the top of his list is sailing and 
restoring boats. His current focus is 
the race to Alaska aka the R2AK. Rob-
bie has this to say about the race: 
 

 “No matter what I do, or where I am, 
my thoughts never venture far from 
the Race to Alaska.  It’s become a part 
of me, a part that I struggle to explain, 
but a part that I offer no explanation 
for.” In 2018 he and his race partner 
attempted the race in a 17’ sailboat. “ 
 

 After failing to make the finish line 
in 2018 Robbie began restoring a 
Hobie 33 for the 2020 race.  
 Tune in to our general meeting on 
Thursday, November 5 to hear more 
about Rob’s adventures. Your invita-
tion will appear in your email inbox. 
 

 

 

It is November, but it 
wasn’t when we put this 
issue of Scuttlebutt to-
gether. So, we may 
have skipped the parts 
about being thankful. 
 In spite of all the 
stress the pandemic has 
brought us this year, we 
do have much to be 

grateful for. I am especially thankful for everything 
that may have seemed mundane or trite in the past: 
reasonably good health, a loving and also healthy 
family,  and caring friends who remain close, even at 
a safe distance.  No matter how you celebrate 
Thanksgiving this year, be sure to count your bless-
ings. 
 Oh, and I am still keeping this picture until we 
get an all clear on Distancing and Hugging.  
         scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Secretary 
Lt/C  Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

 

Rob Stone 
Race to Alaska 

General Meeting 
November 5, 2020 

I’m thankful 
you stayed 

with us to the 
end! 

mailto:scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com
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