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Commander’s Message 
Cdr Greg M Arnold, JN 

 
 

F 
irst I would like to wish everyone a happy 
and healthy holiday season; where did 
the year go?  Well ‘tis the season to make 

someone happy, and December is the month of 
our Holiday Charity, the Summit County Children 
Services (SCCS) Christmas Holiday Toy Room. 

There are a variety of ways to help out--- bring an unwrapped toy 
(new) to our December meeting, or you can also volunteer to 
work in their Toy Room. Many of our members have volunteered 
their time and have found it very rewarding. Lt Jackie Summers, 
our chairperson for this event, was recognized earlier this year for 
her time and contributions to SCCS. I want to thank Jackie and all 
our volunteers who help out with this charity. 
 
At the fall conference, V/C Craig Fraser, SN was the national 
representative. He gave an informative presentation about a new 
digital media library which was launched by USPS in September. 
Featured on the website and mobile app will be a series of 
original videos that show how to prepare popular recreational 
motorboats for departure, operate underway, dock, and secure 
them at their destination, and more. Also available are 
slideshows and images that offer more safe-boating educational 
material and boating-safety messages and tips. All digital media 
in the library is offered at no charge. The USPS Digital Media 
Library is produced under a grant from the Sport Fish Restoration 
and Boating Trust Fund administered by the US Coast Guard. The 
website is: www.uspsdml.org 
 
With the fall conference behind us, we’ll continue with our 
planning for the spring 2017 D7 Conference which Akron is 
hosting. It will take place at the Clarion Hotel in Hudson, March 
24-26, 2017. The theme is “Game Board Extravaganza”.  Our 
Conference Chairman, Lt/C Michael Busta, P will be announcing 

the dates for the next planning meetings. This will be the last 
district conference Akron will be hosting. Starting in the fall of 
2018 conferences will be planned and organized by a district 
planning committee. This will help reduce the financial and time 
burden on squadrons, especially smaller ones. Additionally, a 
central location will be selected and a commitment made for a 
multi-year contract to help hold costs down. More information 
will be available down the road. 

 

One final note, save the date for the Change of Watch on 
February 18th at Prime 93 on Manchester Road. Watch for more 
details to come soon. Happy Holidays!! 

United States Power Squadrons
®

 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

http://uspsdml.org/
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Executive Department 
Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

 

 

O 
ne last time, thank you to all our VSC 

examiners for taking the time to make 

boating safer.  The following people 

recorded five or more inspections for 2016.  It 

takes at least one half hour per boat so these people have invest-

ed a lot of time in this endeavor. 

Lt Robert E. Mosey, S completed 57 examinations.  That was a lot 

of hours! ASPS recorded the most inspections of all D7 squad-

rons.  Our goal was to increase inspections by 5% over last year. 

We exceeded that goal as our increase was 9%. Congratulations 

to all! 

 

The ASPS Holiday Party will be held at Turkeyfoot Island Club on 

10 December 2016.  You have to see the decorations the is-

landers design at the club. The elves at the North Pole would be 

envious.  It is worth the price of the meal! All the detailed infor-

mation is in the flyer in this newsletter. Please sign up on the 

ASPS website.  I hope you will join us for a festive party! 
 

 

Administrative Department 
Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 

 

 

S 
o you ask, “How could someone so old 

both literally and figuratively be called 

the New Kid?” Well, here I am, Margo 

Holmes, AP as your new Administrative Officer. I 

have only been a member since 2000, even though I started play-

ing with Akron Sail & Power Squadron when my husband, P/C 

Jan Holmes, SN, joined in 1991. Along the way I have held the 

Secretary and Treasurer positions: I am currently in charge of the 

Ship’s Store. I have been chairman of the two past District 7 Con-

ferences and try to always be where the party is located. Jan says 

I go over the top when it comes to costumes and decorations, but 

oh well. I am truly honored to step into the Administrative 

Officer’s position and hope to give assistance to your bridge for 

the rest of the year. And since the Admin is the party person, 

here we go… 

 

Always one of our best attended meetings is the annual Christ-

mas Cookie Exchange. Who would have guessed just how much 

our members enjoy eating those special treats? Akron has some 

of the best cookie makers and some of the biggest cookie mon-

sters you will find. For our newer members, each family is re-

quested to bring a couple dozen cookies (the home made variety, 

please) to the December 1st meeting. We will eat one dozen then 

and the rest are exchanged to be taken home and enjoyed. Don’t 

miss out on a great Christmas tradition, Cookies and Eggnog –

yum! 

 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN has a Meet Up event coming on Friday, 

Dec 2nd at 7:00. It’s a movie night for HEROES ON DECK at the 

Lakewood Civic Auditorium, 14100 Franklin Blvd, Lakewood. This 

special showing will be held to benefit the National Museum of 

the Great Lakes. Movie admission is $7.50 for members of the 

Museum, $10 non members (free for veterans and active mili-

tary). Purchase your tickets in advance at nmgl.eventbrite.com or 

at the door. According to Brian, HEROES ON DECK tells the little-

known story of a bold and innovative response to the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbor. Two Great Lakes passenger steamers 

were converted into makeshift aircraft carriers, the USS Wolver-

ine and USS Sable. Between 1942 and the end of the war, more 

than 15,000 aviators were trained aboard these “freshwater 

flattops.” At 5:00 you should plan to meet for the optional dinner 

at the Winking Lizard, 14018 Detroit Ave, Lakewood, OH   44107. 

Contact Brian (bats_wings@sbcglobal.net) by Dec 1 so he has a 

head count and can answer any of your questions. 
                                                                (Admin Dept article continued pg 3) 

   John Abbott      

   Robert A. Ball    

   Karl W. Brothers        

   Thomas J. Carrino     

   Lynn E. Dupuy      

   Craig D. Fraser    

   Harold Hutzell    

   Albert L. Ingram   

   Michael G. Krebs        

   Liana Mihalca   

   Robert E. Mosey          

   Donald J. Reljin          

   Robert C. Summers        

   John Wierzchowski   

300 Likes! 
 
Our Facebook page just got it’s 300th “Like”! 
 
Don’t forget to check out our page for the latest information on 
upcoming and recent events, like our Nov meeting, https://
goo.gl/vZ9fRh  or the D7 Fall Conference, https://
goo.gl/4cYjwD.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/national-museum-of-the-great-lakes-11266987669
mailto:bats_wing@sbcglobal.net
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10153911157547536.1073742104.344178127535&type=1&l=94a8ebad61
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10153911157547536.1073742104.344178127535&type=1&l=94a8ebad61
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10153926183812536.1073742105.344178127535&type=1&l=e304325339
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10153926183812536.1073742105.344178127535&type=1&l=e304325339
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Our biggest party of the year is the annual Change of Watch. In 

February we install our new bridge and honor the outgoing com-

mander and his officers. It is THE most important ASPS event you 

will attend in 2017. It will be held on February 18 at Prime 93 

Banquet Hall, 4315 Manchester Rd, Akron, 44319. Please make 

plans now to attend this important event. Look for the flyer in 

our next issue with all of the details. I have it on good infor-

mation that Lt Rick Taylor is ready to put on a great evening in-

cluding a DJ and PRIME RIB. Come out and show Commander 

Greg Arnold just how much you have appreciated his steady ma-

neuvering of the “Great Ship ASPS” during 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02  Alan Nedza  

06  Lynn D Juppe  

09  P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN 

09  Dianne R Fry  

10  Byron Kruger  

10  Richard B Siess  

13  Jinx L Pfile  

15  Ellen N Ritter  

16  Stephen J Vandrak  

17  Rosemary M Carrick  

17  Grant T Kuwatch  

18  Brenda Lynn McElroy  

21  Pete P Schwartz, P 

22  Alexandra C Wells  

23  Kenneth D Conger, AP 

24  John Richard Kevern  

27  Russell Thomas Sharnsky, P 

27  Dean Allan Thayer, P 

29  Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

30  Jonelle M Milchak, S 

31  Doug Basford, S 

ASPS Bridge  
 
 

Commander 
Cdr Lt/C Greg M Arnold, JN 
(216) 346-9195 
oday23@aol.com 
 

Executive Officer 

Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, 
SN 
(330) 644-5056 
lajones@neo.rr.com 
 

Administrative  
Officer 
Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
330-608-6731 
margoholmes@att.net 

Officers 
 
 

Educational Officer 
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 
(330) 633-5291 
tviel49@neo.rr.com  
 

Secretary 
Lt/C Sandra P Vielhaber, AP  
(330) 633-5291 
svielhaber@yahoo.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, P 
(330) 664-0871 
mjbusta@roadrunner.com 

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

 
New member Tom Albano joined in October, and is taking the 
Seamanship Class in Ravenna.  Tom and his wife Karen have a 
31’ Tiara, “Famiglia.”   They have been at Battery Park for sever-
al years but are moving to Catawba Moorings next season. 
 

As of October 25, we have had 24 new members join this year: 
 
 
Akron has about 215 members and is among the ten largest 
squadrons (out of 375) in the US.  Please welcome these new 
members when you see them at a meeting, class, or event! 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
 

Tom Albano 
Tony Catalona 
Peter Cianci 
John Crandell 
Cliff Evans 
Colleen Fanning 
Brian Grimes 
Lori Hirsch 
Michael Kelley 
Katherine Kelley 
Lauren Kuwatch 
Grant Kuwatch 

Brent Kuwatch 
Abby Kuwatch 
Barbara Leffler 
Andy Leffler 
Todd Messner 
Kristen Messner 
Alan Nedza 
Steve Neumann 
Ron Reichert 
Matt Swarthout 
Lisa Thompson 
Bob Yonkof 

mailto:oday23@aol.com
mailto:lajones@neo.rr.com
mailto:tviel49@neo.rr.com
mailto:svielhaber@yahoo.com
mailto:mjbusta@roadrunner.com


4 

United States Power Squadrons ® Akron Sail and Power Squadron           

 

Akron Squadron Adopts  
Summit County Children Services 

 
Akron Sail and Power Squadron is again adopting the Summit 

County Children Services “Holiday Toy Room” program for our 

civic activity.  Our Civic Activities Chair, Lt Jackie Summers, and 

her husband P/C Bob Summers, P, coordinate this for the squad-

ron. 

 

At our November 3 meeting, Sandy DeLuca, the Community Rela-

tions Manager for Summit County Children Services, discussed 

this activity. We also “passed the hat” for donations – cash or 

check (made out to “Summit County Children Services”) and will 

do so again next month (Dec 1 meeting). 

 

The Holiday Toy Room provides gifts to more than 2,000 children 

in agency care.  The toy room contains a wide array of new, un-

wrapped gifts which needy families can select for their children. 

It is similar to shopping in a store – families get a number of 

“points” they can use to “buy” new gifts to take home and wrap 

for their children. 

In addition to gifts and donations – used to purchase gifts for the 

children – they need volunteer “Personal Shoppers” to help the 

families select their gifts. Dates needed (time varies) include: 

 

Thurs Dec 1 

Thurs Dec 8 

Tues Dec13  

Wed Dec 14 

Thurs Dec 15  

 

Over the past seven years, Akron Sail and Power Squadron mem-

bers have donated cash and gifts of more than $14,000 to Chil-

dren Services. In addition, many members volunteered their time 

in the Toy Room helping parents select toys and gifts to give to 

their children. Children Services recognized Akron at their Com-

munity Appreciation Meeting in 2014, and presented the squad-

ron a plaque recognizing our contributions. 

 

We will be collecting gifts, cash, and checks made out to Summit 

County Children Services, at our December 1 meeting. You can 

also send a check – or deliver new and unwrapped gifts – to Sum-

mit County Children Services, 264 S Arlington St, Akron, OH 

44306. They have the most need for infants and teens.  

 

For more information and suggestions on toys, see http://

www.summitkids.org/DonorVolunteerOpportunities/Holidays/

tabid/150/Default.aspx  

 

For questions, contact Sandy Deluca of Children’s Services, (330) 

379-1994, or Jackie or Bob Summers at (330) 867-6105. 

 

 

 

P/C John Abbott, AP & 
Lt Maggie Abbott 
Don and Kerry Albanese 
Cdr Greg Arnold, JN & 
Lt Sue Arnold, AP 
P/D/C Robert Ball, SN &  
Patty Ball, S  
Lt/C Michael J Busta, P 
Tom Carrino, AP and Jinx Pfile 
Lt James Ehrman, P &  
P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 

Lt Sid Foster, P and 1/Lt Linda Foster 
V/C Craig D Fraser, SN & 
D/1/Lt Liana F Mihalca, SN 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 
P/C Jan Holmes, SN &  
P/Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 
Lt Albert  Ingram, JN 
Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN &    
Martin Jones 
1st Lt Mike Krebs, JN and Lois Tennant 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & 

Lt Coralee Logan, S 
Lt/C Gilbert Lorenzo, AP 
Lt Kevin Miller, P and Lt Alice Miller, P 
P/C M David Rice, SN & 
Lt Joy Rice, S 
Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP & 
Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 

http://www.summitkids.org/DonorVolunteerOpportunities/Holidays/tabid/150/Default.aspx
http://www.summitkids.org/DonorVolunteerOpportunities/Holidays/tabid/150/Default.aspx
http://www.summitkids.org/DonorVolunteerOpportunities/Holidays/tabid/150/Default.aspx


5 

United States Power Squadrons ® Akron Sail and Power Squadron           

 

 

Educational Department 
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP 

 

 

I 
 am happy to offer my congratulations to 

Scott Henry for earning the grade of SN! To 

qualify for this achievement, members 

must pass all the advanced grade courses, Sea-

manship through Navigation, plus six electives. Scott was one of 

seven students to pass the recent Marine Communications test. 

That was Scott’s final elective class. Please join me in congratu-

lating Scott Henry. He joins a distinguished group of ASPS mem-

bers! 

 

The Cuyahoga Falls Seamanship exam scores came in just in time 

for this issue! Five students passed. Congratulations to you all! I 

know a couple students took more than one exam last month; all 

your hard work paid off! 

 

Coming up in January we will begin one ABC class, Junior Naviga-

tion, Sail, and Piloting.  The information for these classes is in a 

chart below. A reminder to JN students, I need your check for $85 

before I can order a book for you. Please get it to me by 10 De-

cember!  February and March will see four more ABC classes and 

Cruise Planning. I will post those dates in the January newsletter. 

If you know anyone who might be interested in America’s 

Boating Course, please let them know about our courses. Visit 

our website for more details. 

 

 

 

SAILORS -- GET READY FOR  SUMMER !!!   

(Advertisement) 

 

How many sailors spend hours each spring getting our boats 

ready for summer -- bottom paint,  waxing, cleaning teak, in-

stalling new gadgets -- yet don't spend five minutes thinking 

about improving their sailing techniques?  If you'd like to change 

all that, NOW is the time to register for Akron Sail and Power 

Squadron's SAIL course. 

 

The SAIL course starts with the basics, describing the characteris-

tics of different boat designs, different "parts" of a sailboat, and 

boat handling.  It also covers, in layman's terms, forces that 

make a sailboat 'go'.  Then the course ties these concepts togeth-

er, suggesting ways that you can make your boat handle better 

and sail faster.  You'll learn about sail trim, 'balancing' your boat, 

and heavy-weather techniques. 

 

The class material is supplemented by videos demonstrating prin-

ciples and techniques. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The class always generates a lot of discussion, with sailors shar-

ing their own experience on products, techniques, and seaman-

ship.  If you're a sailor, you'll increase your knowledge and im-

prove your skills.  If you're thinking of buying a sailboat, you'll 

benefit from the advice of the sailboat owners in the class.  And if 

you're a power boater, we might even convert you! 

 

We usually start each night around 6:45 with a video of a cruis-

ing destination – the Bahamas, North Channel, Martha’s Vine-

yard, Florida, and other great sailing areas.   The class runs from 

7 and 9 PM, and we often meet after the class for some socializ-

ing and comparing notes.  

 

The course will start January 18 (Wednesday), and will be taught 

at Copley High School.  P/D/C Brian Logan, SN, will be lead in-

structor.   Register at http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/

events/1542/sail-class-2017/ or contact Brian 

(bats_wings@sbcglobal.net or 330-864-2820). 

 

A preview from some previous classes can be found at http://

www.batswings.com/Sail_Class.html .    

 

Take the SAIL course -- think of it as "fitting out" for your brain! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN. 

Class Start date Day Time Location 

JN 10 January Wed. 7 to 9 PM Cuy Falls  

Sail 18 January Wed. 7 to 9 PM Copley  

Piloting 24 January Tues. 7 to 9 PM Cuy Falls  

ABC 18 January Wed. 7 to 9 PM Copley  

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1542/sail-class-2017/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1542/sail-class-2017/
mailto:bats_wing@sbcglobal.net
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Have boat, will travel,  aka 
Cruising and Cruise Planning 

 
 
There’s a special thrill that comes with 
cruising in unfamiliar waters and a 
unique sense of accomplishment upon 
completing an extended cruise. Come 
with ASPS as we explore the preparations 
necessary for a weekend or an extended 
cruise on the lakes and rivers of our great 
country or of the world. You will have the 
opportunity to talk to members who have 
done the Great Loop. Don’t know what 
that is??--then come & learn. Perhaps 
you’re more interested in rivers and ca-
nals. Then you’ll want to hear about the 
St Lawrence River and the Thousand Is-
lands of that area. 
 
The Cruise Planning class will be moder-
ated by P/C David Rice, SN and his 1st 
mate Lt Joy Rice, P along with P/C Jan 
Holmes, SN and his mate Lt/C Margo 
Holmes, AP. Cruising Experience of class 
moderators are as follows: Dave and Joy 
have cruised Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, 
Georgian Bay, St Clair River, Lake St Clair, 
Detroit River, Lake Erie and the Trent 
Severn Waterway. Jan and Margo have 
cruised in the Chesapeake Bay, Erie Ca-
nal, most of the same waters as the Ric-
es, and also on the Ohio River. 
 
We hope to keep the class informal and 
open to much discussion. The C&CP man-
ual will be a valued tool not only for this 
class, but for future cruising endeavors. 
The Appendix alone is well worth the 
cost; which by the way is $50 for mem-
bers and $125 for nonmembers. 
 
So what do you think? We believe we 
have a valuable resource for your cruising 
future. Come and join us! The class starts 
8 March 2017 for 10 weeks at Cuyahoga 
Falls High School so you will be all set to 
begin cruising this spring. Call Dave at 
330-650-6853 or 330-819-4993. You may 
also contact Jan Holmes at 330-256-0267 
and get signed up today. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
P/C Jan R Holmes, SN 

 

Slate of Bridge Officers and Elected Committees  
2016-2017 Squadron Year 

 

The Nominating Committee of the Akron Sail & Power Squadron hereby places into 

nomination the following slate of officers for 2016-2017. The following members have 

agreed to serve if elected, are in good standing and have met with the approval of the 

Nominating Committee: 

 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 

P/C  Richard M Klespies, SN (Chairman) 
P/C  Richard Sir Louis, P (2 Years) 
P/C  M David Rice, SN (3Years) 

Commander: Lt/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 

Executive Officer: Lt/C Margo Holmes, AP 

Administrative Officer: 

Assistant Administrative Officer: 

 

Squadron Education Officer: 

Assistant Squadron Education Officer: 

Lt/C Thomas E Vielhaber, AP 
Lt Mike Krebs, JN 

Secretary: 

Assistant Secretary: 

1st/Lt Barbara Rudolph, AP 

Treasurer: 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Lt/C Michael J Busta, P 
Lt Linda M Foster 

Board of Directors: Cdr Greg M Arnold, JN 
P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN 
P/C Martin W Beech, SN 
Lt James A Ehrman, P 
V/C Craig D Fraser, SN 
Lt Albert (Chip) Ingram, JN 
P/C Richard M Klespies, SN 
P/D/C Brian M Logan, SN 
Lt Kevin Miller, P 
P/C M David Rice, SN 
P/C Richard Sir Louis, P 

Nominating Committee: P/C Richard Sir Louis, P 
P/C M David Rice, SN 
Cdr Greg M Arnold, JN 

Auditing Committee: Lt Susan Arnold, AP (Chair) 
P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P (2 years) 
Tracie Sir Louis (3 years) 

Rules Committee: Lt Sydney C Foster, Jr, P Chair) 
Lt David Feltner, AP (2 years) 
1st/Lt Linda M Foster (3 years) 
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Secretary’s Department 
Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP 

 
As the year draws to a close, I am going to make 

some annual reminders. Dear members, it is 

time to update your pertinent information for 

the 2017 Roster.  Our roster chairperson, Janice 

Vitucci-Ehrman is a stickler for accuracy, which 

is why everyone relies heavily on the roster for information. In-

structors, bridge members, committee chairpersons all use the 

information to contact members.  Please be kind and send her 

any updates that have occurred during the year. I know she is 

grateful for the updates she has already received, but you will 

save her some time if you let her know early that you moved, 

bought a new boat, etc.  Her email address is jandjehr-

man@neo.rr.com .   

 

Bridge members who have committees to fill also need to let 

Janice know the names of your 2017 chairpersons for the roster. If 

you are not sure what spots are yours to fill, please check your 

current roster. That roster is pretty handy all around! It would 

even be valuable for any member who would like to get involved 

in some way. You could look through the committees and perhaps 

something would strike a chord with you! In fact, we are looking 

for a new editor for the Scuttlebutt.  You wouldn’t have to write 

articles, unless you want to, of course. Just take the bridge and 

member contributions, work a little technical magic, and voila! Of 

course it’s not that simple and I definitely don’t want to minimize 

Janice’s efforts on the Scuttlebutt. She has done a fabulous job for 

five years; I just want someone who might want to do the job to 

know that we will help with the magic! Think about it. It might be 

just the thing for you! Call me for details on the magic!  

 

Member Updates: 

We have sent condolences to members Dean Thayer and Lisa 

Thompson, who both lost their fathers recently. Get well wishes 

have been sent to Kerry Albanese, Steve Neumann, and Lois Ten-

nant, wife of Mike Krebs. Our good thoughts and prayers go out 

for all these members.  

 

 

 

Gift of the Magi, ASPS Style 

 
Perhaps you remember the O. Henry story from your school days.  

Published in 1905, it tells of a poor couple who give each other 

special Christmas gifts. (Spoiler alert!) The young wife sells her 

beautiful long locks to buy an elegant watch fob for her hus-

band’s special pocket watch. He sells his prized watch to purchase 

fashionable combs to adorn his wife’s shiny tresses. Tom and I 

recently became part of a 2016 version of the story that would 

most likely bring you a chuckle rather than a tear. 

 

After the boats are on the hard, the trip to Sandusky to check on 

them isn’t as much fun as it was during the season.  We often 

check with friends to see if anyone else will be around, for a lunch 

or casual dinner. While chatting with Dave Rice one Sunday after-

noon, we discovered that he was planning a Wednesday trip to 

check on his vessel. We needed to make two trips, planned for 

Monday and Tuesday.  The schedules weren’t going to mesh this 

time. Too bad, we’d try to schedule better next time. 

 

After our Monday trip, we were driving home late in the evening, 

and decided that we could rearrange our schedule, meet the Ric-

es, and finish our chores on Wednesday.  We thought it too late 

to call that evening, but we would check in with them Tuesday 

morning. The next morning, Dave called on his way to Sandusky. 

“Are you there yet? I’m on the way. I was able to change my 

schedule.” Uh oh, so were we. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lt/C Sandy Vielhaber, AP 

 
 
 

ASPS Cookie Exchange    

December 1 General Meeting 
 

 

 

Bring 3 dozen cookies.  We will munch one dozen during the meeting and exchange   

       two dozen to take home and enjoy when company comes over the holidays! 

mailto:jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
mailto:jandjehrman@neo.rr.com
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 Already yearning for summer? 
 

 

Well, you certainly will have a long wait, but that’s not to say 

you can’t vicariously enjoy other people’s boating.  

Lost perhaps in the rush of other events in early November is the 

start of the eighth quadrennial Vendee Globe sailboat race.  

 

It's recognized as the last frontier in sailboat racing. The concept 

is pretty simple: sail around the world, singlehandedly, nonstop, 

and without assistance.  There were 29 boats gathered in the 

tiny French fishing village of Les Sables d'Olonne for the start on 

06-Nov-2016. 

 

The race takes about three months, with the all-time course rec-

ord having been set four years ago by a young Frenchman, Fran-

cois Gabbard, who finished in just less than 79 days, three hours 

ahead of the second finisher. Typically, half the boats will with-

draw before finishing due to physical failure of their vessels. 

 

The winning times for the race have decreased steadily over time 

from 110 days in 1989-90 with new rec-

ords being set in each race except 1992-

93, where the winner finished 17 hours off 

the record. 

 

It's a dangerous undertaking, especially 

considering the ice and winds in the 

Southern Oceans.  It's also a tactically 

challenging trek, especially considering 

the doldrums in the Atlantic, which must 

be dealt with twice.  Thankfully, no sailors 

have been lost since the 1996-97 race but 

multiple fatalities were experienced in 

earlier races, including the loss of Gerry 

Roufs in January 1997. His body was not 

recovered and his overturned boat was 

not discovered until five months after his 

disappearance. 

Today is day 14 of the 2016-17 Vendee Globe single-handed 

around the world sailboat race.  The leader is Alex Thompson 

who has already set a race record for the shortest time from the 

start to the crossing of the equator.  If he is the eventual winner, 

he will be the first British sailor to win.  He’s covered 4716 NM 

since the start and leads the next nearest yacht by 120 nm.  He’s 

been having problems since his 60 ft foiling yacht hit a sub-

merged object that damaged one of the foils that allow the very 

fast speeds.  (He was doing 24 kt with a 22 kt wind at the time!)   

 

In past races, about half the fleet has been forced to retire be-

fore completing the race.  Today, Bertrand De Broc, a 56-year old 

French sailor announced that he was retiring after a collision 

with an underwater object had damaged the structure of his 

yacht.  De Broc became the first sailor to retire from the 

race.  Race officials said that the sea is unfair but the Vendee 

Globe is always like that.   

 

To keep up with the race and see all sorts of other fun facts, 

check out  http://www.vendeeglobe.org/en/ 

 

For a great read about the Vendee Globe, I recommend “CLOSE 

TO THE WIND," by Pete Goss.  He was asked to reverse course in 

the Southern Oceans and sail into a hurricane to rescue fellow 

"Glober" Raphael Dinelli, after Dinelli’s boat sank beneath him 

on Christmas Day 1996. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

P/D/C Robert Fish, SN 

bob@bfish.org 

http://www.vendeeglobe.org/en/
mailto:bob@bfish.org
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Akron Sail and Power Squadron 

HOLIDAY 
PARTY 

Saturday, December 10 
6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

 

Come enjoy friendship and the beauty of Tur-
keyfoot Island Club decorated to the nines for 
the holidays! 
 
4528 Lahm Drive 
New Franklin 
 
Cocktails:  6:30    BYOB 
Dinner:  7:00 with choice of entree 
 
Cost: $36.00 per person 
 
Sign up on the ASPS website 

RSVP deadline Monday, December 5th 

Questions? Contact Lynne Jones 330-644-5056 

Please join us.  The more the merrier! 



 

Scuttlebutt 
 

Volume 26, Issue 12 December 
2016.  
Published monthly by Akron Sail 
and Power Squadron.  Editor 
Janice Vitucci-Ehrman 
 
Deadline for articles is midnight on 
the tenth of each month.  
 
Please submit articles in Microsoft 
Word format  via email to: 
jandjehrman@neo.rr.com 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
452 East Ave 
Tallmadge OH 44278-2018 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 
CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO 

PERMIT NO. 540 

December 
 
1 General Meeting:  Christmas  
 Cookie Exchange 
 
10 Christmas Party—Turkeyfoot  
 Island Club 
 
15 Executive Meeting 
 
 

January 
 
5 General Meeting—Annual 

 Election  of Officers 
 
10 Junior Navigation class be-
 gins 

18 Sail class begins 
 
19 Executive Meeting 
 
24 Piloting Class begins 
 
 

February 
 
2 General Meeting  USPS  
 Founders Day celebration 
 
16 Executive Meeting 
 
18 Change of Watch 
 
19-26 National Annual Meeting, 
 Orlando Florida 

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

