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 Commander’s Message 
Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
   

I have been doing some 
interesting reading “The NTSB 
Safer Seas Digest 2017*, Lessons 
Learned From Marine Accident 
Investigations.” Besides aviation 
incidents the National 

Transportation Safety Board also determines 
probable cause of marine, railroad, highway, 
and pipeline accidents. This particular report 
covers 41 marine accidents ranging from 
small passenger vessels, to barges and 
tugboats, to cruise ships and ocean going 
cargo vessels. The Webster’s Dictionary 
definition of “allision:” 1. the action of 
dashing against or striking upon 2. running of 
one ship upon another ship that is stationary – 
distinguished from collision. When we are 
onboard “Driftwood,” the most intense time is 
always docking. Apparently, the same can be 
said about much larger vessels with 
professionals at the helm. 

When the Adventurer Hornblower 
scraped the Navy Pier and then plowed into 
the San Diego, CA seawall; it was determined 
the owners hadn’t adhered to manufacturer 
recommended maintenance intervals. The 
Amy Frances was towing six barges when the 
lead barge ran into the Natchez-Vidalia 
Highway 84 bridge. The operator failed to 
compensate for current under these high water 
conditions. Carnival Pride cruise ship crashed 
with a pier and a passenger walkway in 
Baltimore, MD due to excessive speed and at 
too steep an angle approaching the dock. The 
cruise ship Celebrity Infinity had her allision 

with the dock in Ketchikan, AK when those 
on the bridge failed to plan, monitor, and 
execute a safe docking evolution under 25 
knot winds gusting to 40 knots. Tanker 
Nordbay destroyed a dock and water intakes 
on the Mississippi River and then 1 hour later, 
ran into a wharf outside of New Orleans, LA.  
The ship’s master was distracted using his cell 
phone calling in the original problem. Because 
they had failed to discuss the risks prior to 
maneuvering a curve in the Mississippi River 
with the high river and a strong following 
current they had a 2nd occurrence. 

Peter F Gellatley tow collided with Pier 
A at Bayonne, NJ after traversing only 1.5 
mile. Both the captain and engineer had issues 
with the engine control unit indicator and 
imagined the problem had corrected itself. 
After the allision, they admitted no familiarity 
with the company’s Safety Management 
System. These are the written methods, 
process, and organization giving the authority 
to stop any work that might cause a serious 
accident. The Star of Abu Dhabi had 1 of its 2 
anchors break loose and it rammed the 
Louisiana Sugar Refinery unloading dock. It 
should have deployed more anchors and had a 
propulsion engine ready for the adverse 
conditions as required by the Coast Guard. 

These results warn pleasure boaters to: 
always follow Coast Guard instructions and 

maintenance procedures, use proper speed for 
the weather conditions, use a lookout and stay 
off your cell phone if you are the acting 
captain.  

 

*To view the entire Digest click Here 
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 Executive Officer 
Lt /C Steve Neumann 

 

 I know that there are guidelines 
depicting what each of us on the 
bridge are supposed to write 
about. As you can imagine, when 
the boating season winds down, 
our boats are put away for the 

winter and we move on to the holiday season, I feel 
like it’s difficult to come up with a subject to write 
about. All of us who write articles for the Scuttle-
butt feel the same way I’m sure.  
That being said, I have chosen to reflect on this past 
season of boating and I bet we all have some great 
tales to tell. The one occasion that really sticks out 
in my mind as my favorite boating experience this 
past summer is a trip that several of us took to 
TrawlerFest Baltimore. Tom Albano and his wife 
Karen along with Andy and Barb Leffler were there 
as well.  

The show was 
amazing as you 
can imagine and 
Lisa and I toured 
several boats 
that were per-
haps slightly out 
of our price 
range. Um, it 
may come as a 
surprise to most 
of you but those 
beautiful boats 
in the $750K - 
$1M + price 
range are nice 
to look at but 
without a 

Christmas miracle, out of the question for us. How-
ever, we saw many nice boats well within our mod-
est allowance and that gave us hope.  
Unfortunately, Lisa and I both really do not enjoy 
staying in hotels. Yes, perhaps you say “That’s 
weird”, but its true. And I am okay with weird but 
we still dislike hotels. So, we found a wonderful 
website, www.airbndb.com that allowed us to 

search many alternatives to staying in a hotel and 
for the most part, less expensive. Full homes and 
apartments for rent for the weekend, very cool. We 
found a guy, Captain Art, who leases his 42-foot 
Kadey Krogen for $135/night. The best part was it 
was docked right in the harbor, walking distance to 
the boat show. Sweet, we were elated to get the 
boat for the weekend!  
Folks, let me tell you he was a fantastic host allow-

ing us to stay in his home and showing us all Balti-

more has to offer. We paid a few extra bucks and 
had him take us for a boat ride at the end of the 

weekend. We saw Fort McHenry from the water, 
old Navy ships, restored wooden ships and he took 

the time to explain all of the things you would nor-

mally not hear because he has lived here his entire 
life. The only thing that compares was taking Jan 

Holmes boat to Sawmill Creek for the weekend this 
past summer but that’s another tale to tell, another 

day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  

You too could have an article published in 

this very newsletter. Submit your story or 

nautical tip to sophie3019@yahoo.com        

labeled Scuttlebutt. 

Captain Art showing us Baltimore.  
USS Constellation  

http://www.airbndb.com
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     I hope this edition of Scuttlebutt 
finds you well and enjoying the “on 
the hard” season. If we live in Ohio 
and have a job, we’re stuck with win-
ter and may as well make the most of 

it. I know we’re all trying to exercise off the cook-
ie exchange but what a fun event. The Holiday 
Dinner is coming up at the Hofbrauhaus in Cleve-
land. That was a very good time last year and 
several of us extended the party by spending the 
day in Cleveland before the dinner and spending 
the night at the Crowne Plaza after the dinner. 
What a good way to stay connected with our 
boating friends in the winter. 
 
     On a more serious note, I read an article in an 
engineering trade magazine covering the poten-
tial for electrical shock drowning in marinas. This 
is a serious problem and we must always be 
mindful of it. The science indicates salt water is 
more dangerous than fresh water from a electri-
cal shock perspective because salt water is more 
electrically conductive. In spite of this fact, more 
fatalities occur in freshwater. The article specu-
lated that salt water marinas take the issue more 
seriously and may take more precautions to pre-
vent the problem. The fatalities occur because 
the human body is much more conductive than 
water. Electricity flowing through water always 
seeks the path of least resistance and when 
there is a human in the water, the current will al-
ways travel through the human body bypassing 
the water immediately surrounding it. So, never 
go in the water in a marina.  

 
2019 BALLOT NOMINEES 

 
 
 
Commander  Lt/C Steve P. Neumann, P  
Executive Officer Lt/C Kevin W. Miller, AP  
Administrative Officer   
Squadron Education Officer Lt/C  Albert (Chip) L. Ingram, JN  
Assistant Education Officer P/Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP  
Secretary Lt/C  Barb Rudolph, AP  
Treasurer Lt/C Linda M. Foster  
Assistant Treasurer 1st Lt Sidney C. Foster Jr. P  
   
Most Recent P/C P/C Margo Holmes, AP  
   
Executive Committee 
 P/C Gregory M. Arnold, JN  
 P/D/C Robert A.Ball, SN  
 P/C Martin W. Beech, SN  
 Lt James A. Ehrman, AP  
 V/C Craig D. Fraser, SN  
 P/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN  
 P/D/C Brian M. Logan, SN  
 P/C M. David Rice, SN  
 P/C James E. Rudolph,  SN  
 P/Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP  
   
   
Nominating Committee  
 P/C Greg M. Arnold, JN 1 yr 
 P/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 2 yrs 
 P/C Margo Holmes, AP 3 yrs 
   
   
Auditing Committee 
 P/Lt/C Michael J. Busta, AP  
 Lt Gene Foraker, AP  
 Lt Barbara Leffler, P  
    
Rules Committee 
 Lt  David Feltner, AP  
 L/C Linda M. Foster  
 Lt Sidney C. Foster Jr. P    
   
All nominees have indicated their willingness to serve in the po-
sitions noted, if elected   

Don & Kerry Albanese 
P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN & Patricia A Ball, S 
P/C Marty Beech, SN 
Lt/C Michael J Busta, AP 
Thomas J Carrino, AP & Virginia L Pfile, P 
Lt Sid Foster, P and Lt Linda Foster 
P/C Bill Harris, P & P/C Susan Harris, S 

P/C Jan Holmes, SN  & Cdr Margo Holmes, AP 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 
Andy Leffler, P & Lt Barbie Leffler, P 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN & Lt Coralee Logan, S 
P/C Tom McFate, AP 
P/C Jim Rudolph, SN & Lt/C Barb Rudolph AP 
Wilson Family 

Scuttlebutt Boosters 2017 

Administrative  Officer 
Lt /C Kevin Miller,AP 
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As I write this, we are wrapping up 

three fall courses—Seamanship, Ad-

vanced Piloting, and Marine Electri-

cal Systems. Many thanks to Jan 

Holmes and Tom Vielhaber, Brian 

Logan, and Tom Albano for their ef-

forts in teaching these. By the time 

the Scuttlebutt is in your hands, we should start 

to hear back on the results of these exams.  

 

Our winter/spring schedule is almost set. We have 

big plans for a variety of educational events start-

ing in February. The slogan for the Education De-

partment in the coming year is Take 1 in 19! We 

encourage all members (plus associate members, 

sorta members, wanna be members, never-heard-

of-you-but-am-interested-in-boats non-members, 

and others) to take (at least) one of the courses, 

workshops, and other offerings during 2019. One 

of the great things about boating is that there are 

always new things to learn. And the Akron Sail 

and Power Squadron is a great place to do that. 

 

First, we are looking at five sections of America’s 

Boating Course. These will be offered in Ravenna, 

Cuyahoga Falls, Copley, Hudson, and Portage 

Lakes. If you are reading this, of course, you prob-

ably have already taken this one. That doesn’t 

mean that you are unaffected by the ABC course. 

Remember that this a major source of new mem-

bers of USPS and ASPS, so make sure that you 

encourage other boaters to take this course. By 

doing so, you also help make the waterways safer 

for all of us.  

 

For member courses, we are scheduling Piloting, 

Junior Navigation, and Cruising and Cruise Plan-

ning. If you have Seamanship under your belt al-

ready, then Piloting is the logical next step. It 

helps you ensure that you know where you are on 

the water and how to get to where you want to be.  

 

JN is the first offshore/celestial navigation course 

and follows along from Advanced Piloting. We are 

repeating this course relatively soon after we last 

offered it (successfully, I will add!) to try to ensure 

a good crop of students interested in Navigation 

(N) in another year or so. This one goes for about 

10 weeks this winter and spring. Over the summer 

you have the opportunity to complete your sextant 

sights of the sun. And then the course picks up 

again in the fall.  

 

Third, we are offering Cruising and Cruise Plan-

ning. This is useful for those who are heading out 

for new (to them) destinations. Whether you are 

going overnight or for a long cruise up to the North 

Channel or around the Great Loop, this one can 

help you prepare to get the most out of your voy-

age.  

 

As in previous years, we are looking at offering 

three workshops. These are two-hour focused 

events that will look at specific issues and skills. 

They are tentatively scheduled for the first Mon-

day evening of February, March, and April. Look 

for the topics soon in the DR email newsletter and 

elsewhere.  

 

Finally, we are working toward offering some 

basic first aid courses. One will certainly be a 

short basic CPR course. The other may be a longer 

more comprehensive wilderness first aid course. 

Again, we will be sending out details soon.  

 

A note: I have used the traditional names for 

many of these courses, but the titles will be chang-

ing. Seamanship is in the process of becoming 

Boat Handling. Within the next year, National ex-

pects to have the Marine Navigation course ready 

to replace Piloting and Advanced Marine Naviga-

tion ready to replace Advance Piloting. The new 

Junior Navigation and Navigation courses will be 

entitled Offshore Navigation and Celestial Naviga-

tion. Your designations will remain S, P, AP, JN, 

and N.  

 

When you are thinking what educational experi-

ences you want to gain from ASPS in 2019, this 

winter and spring will offer a variety of possibili-

ties. If they don’t work out for you, then there are 

still the PaddleSmart and JumpStart programs 

next summer during boating season as well as sev-

eral other member courses next fall. 

 

So… you really need to Take 1 in ’19! 

Education Officer 
Lt /C Chip Ingram, SN 
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 Squadron Adopts Summit 

County Children Services  
  
  
We will be collecting gifts, cash, and checks 

made out to Summit County Children 
Services, at our December 7 meeting. 
You can also send a check – or deliver 
new and unwrapped gifts – to Summit 
County Children Services, 264 S Arling-
ton St, Akron, OH 44306. They have the 
most need for infants and teens.   

  
For questions contact Jackie or Bob Sum-

mers at (330) 867-6105. 
 
 
 

 

Welcome New Member ! 
 
 
P/Lt/C Roger Hall, AP,  of Twinsburg, trans-
ferred to Akron from Cleveland Power Squadron, 
which, unfortunately, is closing because their mem-
bership is dwindling.  Roger has been a member of 
USPS for more than 20 years.  He trailers his boat, 
and likes to fish.  He is interested in taking JN.  He 
is also a VE, having done 7 exams in 2018.   
 

 
 

Roger at the D7 Conference in November.  His hat 
features a working clock in a “ship’s wheel”, with 
the slogan, “TIME FOR BOATING” 

   

December Meeting “Christmas Cookie Exchange”  

 
     Members are encouraged to bring three dozen cookies 

– one to share at the meeting, and two dozen to “swap” so 

you can take home a variety of “treats”.   

          

          We’ll also provide punch or eggnog for your holiday 

spirits! 

https://americasboatingclub.org/education-matters/in-person-boating-education/seminars
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It’s too late to go on any more 2018 rendezvous 

– but you can still “re-live” the memories 

through the rendezvous summaries on Face-

book: 

 

Your squadron officers are working on a sched-

ule for 2019 – stay tuned! 

 

Steak Fry     Here      

     

Put In Bay           Here and  Here 

Middle Bass Island   Here              

Rattlesnake Island   Here   

2018 ASPS 10-Day Cruise Here and Here 

Kayak / Paddleboard   Here and Here 

Jet Ski      Here 

D7 Rendezvous Rock and Dock  Here 

Sawmill Creek     Here 

Corn Roast     Here 

Sept Dinner Meeting   Here  

Port Clinton Rendezvous Here   

 

Note that you don’t have to have a Facebook 

account to access these photographs  

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 1 MEETING – 
“HISTORY OF SAILING” 

 

     More than sixty members and guests at-
tended our November meeting to hear ASPS 
member Steve France give a presentation on 
“A FAST REACH THROUGH THE HISTO-
RY OF SAILING – From the Ancient Mari-
ners through the Century of Discovery”.   
More than ten guests read about the meeting 
in the Beacon Journal, thanks to the work of 
our Public Relations Officer, Lt Nancy White-
head.  
 
     Steve’s presentation took viewers from the 
first evidence of craft sailed by the ancients 
through the discovery century ending with 
Magellan’s completion of the first circumnav-
igation of the World in 1522. 
 
 

 

Speaker Steve France discusses the decisive naval 

battle of Salamis, 480 BC 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155325202142536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155358424017536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155360753427536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155358995952536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155360202802536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155423787852536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155439107767536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155438771762536
http://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155453551422536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155460976877536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155466755302536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155479678127536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155517042507536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155537975507536
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155556185272536
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Akron took home its share of awards and 
recognition at the D7 Fall Conference in Inde-
pendence, Nov 2-4: 

Lt Bob Mosey,P, again reached Vessel Ex-
aminer "Century" status, having done 
more than 100 VSC's in 2018.  Bob has 
done over 1000 VSC’s in his career, 
making him a “Millennium” Vessel Ex-
aminer. 

Akron placed third nationally in the USPS 
“Roger Upton Video Award”. This vid-
eo highlighted the 10 Day Cruise that 
ASPS took in 2017, and was edited by 
Akron’s Executive Officer Lt/C Steve 
Neumann, P.  The video can be viewed 
on U Tube  Here   

Akron received the Arnold Erickson Dis-
trict Award for highest percentage of 
members completing Member Elective 
Courses.  

Akron received the Jack Rehberg District 
Award for highest percentage of mem-
bers completing Advanced Grade Mem-
ber Courses. 

Akron was recognized as having the third 
highest number of graduates in USPS 
for the new “Electronic Navigational 
Systems” course. 

P/C Susan Harris, S,  received the "District 
Educational Officer" Trophy for out-
standing service to USPS Education for 
D7.  As District Trophy Chair, Susan 
coordinates and collects all the Trophies 
for the Educational and other District 
Awards. 

 

For photos and more on the District Confer-
ence, see our Facebook post  Here 

 

Lt/C Gilbert Lorenzo, AP, has posted many 
more photos of the Conference, Here  

 
 
National Education Officer, Akron’s own V/C 
Craig Fraser, SN;  “Jan-ta” Claus (a.k.a. P/C 
Jan Holmes, SN), and P/D/C Bob Ball, SN, at 
the Friday night Ice Breaker. 
 

 
 
National Administrative Officer, V/C Ben 

Coombs, JN, and his wife P/D/C Marie 

Coombs, at the Ice Breaker. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PzkrlXDvSNA&t=247s
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Akron-Sail-Power-Squadron-Americas-Boating-Club-344178127535/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155654203092536
https://d7usps.org/index.php/photo-gallery/photos/category/26-d7-nov-conference
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**Four Occasions to Dine With Friends**  

Dreary Winter Ahead - Let’s Go Eat!! 

 

Cleveland Boat Show Dinner  

Saturday 19 January 2019 6:30  

Dinner at The Berea Depot with 
everyone ordering off the menu. 

Reservations made for 40  

Don’t miss out! 

 Sign Up  
  Here  

 
Holiday Dinner  

 
HOFBRAUHAUS CLEVELAND  

1550 Chester Ave Cleveland 44114 
www.hofbrauhauscleveland.com.  

  

December 29 6PM 
A $5 per person fee will be collected at the 

door for room rental. 
 

We have the Hermit room reserved for a 
maximum of 60 members. We will be order-

ing off the main menu. 
 

Sign up Here 

 
Akron Boat Show Dinner  
Saturday 2 March 6:30  
 
 
 
 

Crave Akron  
( a short walk for the John S Knight Center)  

 

Menu Here 
 

Sign Up Here 

 

Akron Sail & Power Squadron 

80th Change of Watch 

 

Silver Lake Country Club 
1325 Graham Road, Silver Lake, Ohio 

February 16
th
, 2019     

Cocktails:  1800   Dinner:   1900 
  

Uniform A with bow tie or appropriate attire 
 
 

Reserve Here  

or 

 Mail check made out to ASPS to:   
Rick Taylor 

8266 Keswick Court Circle NW 
Massillon, Ohio  44646  

http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1693/cleveland-boat-show-dinner/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1689/holidat-gathering/
https://www.bereadepot.com/
https://www.eatdrinkcrave.com/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1694/akron-boat-show-dinner-2019/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/events/1690/80th-change-of-watch/
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*** Cruising and Cruise Planning Class Update *** 
 

     We have recruited 3 couples to tell us about their cruising experiences: 
 
 - Jim and Janice Erhman  Trent Severn Waterway  
 
 - Brian and Coralee Logan  Cruising the Pacific Northwest  
 
 - Don and Kerry Albanese  The Thousand Islands of the St. Lawrence River  
 
     Each will make a presentation on date TBA and answer questions. You are going 
to have the opportunity to talk one on one with these experienced cruisers. Everyone 
is welcome to attend the class on presentation nights.  

 To check out the website and amazing Menu click Here. 

 
SPECIAL THANKS 

 
On behalf of the ASPS a meal was  

created for the women and Children 
living at the Battered Women Shelter 

in Akron. 
 

Thank You Chef Dan Remark for  
allowing the use of you kitchen to 
create a yummy chicken and rice  

dinner. 

http://akronboatshow.com/
https://remarkablediner.com/
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Deadline for articles is midnight on 
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 December 

 6 General Meeting & Cookie Swap   

 29 Holiday Party 

 

 January 

 1 General Meeting  

 17-20 Mid America Boat Show (Cleveland) 

 19 Cleveland Boat Show Dinner 

Calendar of Events 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron 
General and Executive Committee Meetings are held the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 1930 at the American Legion Hall, 1601 
Front Street., Cuyahoga Falls, OH unless otherwise noted. 
 

Akron Sail and Power Squadron Web Page 
www.AkronPowerSquadron.com 

Place Label Here 

http://www.AkronPowerSquadron.com

