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It’s December and we’ve had some 
nice weather this fall to get mainte-
nance done on the boat. It never 
seems like there is enough time to get 
everything done we want to do. For 
me, tackling those winter projects and 
planning for next summer is like a 
lifeline to help pull me through Ohio 
winters. The other thing I look for-
ward to in winter is the excellent 
ASPS training.  I hope you will take 

advantage of our training program. In the training you can 
learn something new, support our squadron, and keep up 
with friends. 

It also looks like, based on the steeply rising number 
of infections (at this writing), this is going to be a winter of 
COVID restrictions. When you consider the impact that COVID 
has had on people, the impact on ASPS has been trivial. We 
will continue our online meetings and training. The news 
about a vaccine is encouraging. Let’s hope that lets us start 
getting the virus under control. I sympathize with those who 
have been or have had loved ones directly affected.  

Ken Leque and I have been teaching an Electronic 
Navigation class. I hope the students are enjoying the class as 
much as I am and are learning new skills. Chip has ABC train-
ing planned and I expect that we will have another good class 
of new boaters learning the ropes to enjoy summers of fun on 
the water. I always feel better knowing that the boaters 
around me have had access to training and know what they 
are doing. 
 I wanted to call out some volunteers who work hard to 
make our squadron a success. Mike Krebs has been working 
to collect and enter all of our Merit Marks into the USPS sys-
tem. There is a new system for that this year so the whole 
process was just a bit more complicated. Thanks Mike! Next, 
as you have no doubt seen, Tom and Sandy Vielhaber have 
been doing a yeoman's job on the Scuttlebutt each month. 
Scuttlebutt has been looking great and they have been doing 
the tough job of getting us Bridge members to do our part. 
Thanks Tom & Sandy! Next time you see these guys please 
give them your thanks and remember our squadron runs on 
volunteers. 
 Which brings me around to one last topic: As you have 
been seeing, we are struggling to fill our Bridge positions for 
2021. We are in need of some ‘new blood’ to step forward and 
take responsibility for making our squadron work. I can tell 
you from experience that there are many ‘old salts’ in the 
squadron that help new bridge members succeed. So, you can 
be sure that they will provide you the support you need to be 
successful (and I can tell you in the process have a good bit of 
fun). Please contact Lynne Jones today and offer to chip in, we 
need you.  
 Please plan to “attend” some of our online programs. Our 

November meeting was a great success with a fun and inter-
esting presentation by Rob Stone on the epic Race to Alaska. 
We have some interesting activities planned for our Decem-
ber meeting with details coming out soon. I hope you will join 
us for the December meeting. We miss you when you are not 
there. 
 

Sincerely,         

 
Kevin 
 commander@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

Commander’s Message 
Cdr Kevin Miller, AP 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

02 Alan Nedza 
04 Susan Stebner 

09 Robert Ball 
10 Byron Kruger 

13 Jinx Pfile 
16 Steve Vandrak 
17 Grant Kuwatch 
17 Tim Vandersall 
18 Ruth Bartilson 

18 Brenda McElroy 
18 Tom McFate 

19 Fletcher Miller 
21 John Tucker 
23 Ken Conger 

24 Richard Kevern 
27 Russell Sharnsky 

27 Dean Thayer 
27 Janice Vitucci-Ehrman 

29 Lynne Allison Jones 
31 Cathy Price 

 

Now, let’s 
have a  
cookie! 

 

December 

mailto:tollymom52@gmail.com
mailto:commander@akronpowersquadron.com
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Opposite Tacks 

 

Akron member Richard Kevern won first place in the District 7 2020 Photo Contest with his photo, Opposite 
Tacks; his award was announced at the District Conference November 7.  Richard races with Steve France, AP, on 
Steve’s sailboat, “Festina Tarde.” This gives him a front row seat for some great photos.  
Congratulations, Richard! 
 

Entries for the 2021 Photo Contest (pictures taken in 2020) will be accepted January 1 through February 15, 
2021. For more on the contest, see https://d7usps.org/index.php/photo-gallery/photo-contest  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN   

https://d7usps.org/index.php/photo-gallery/photo-contest
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Greetings fellow squadron 
members!  
 I hope everyone had a 
happy and healthy Thanks-
giving; these are such unusu-
al times. It is hard to believe 
December is upon us. Unfor-
tunately, due to the pandem-
ic we will have to forgo our 
usual holiday cookie ex-
change at the Legion Hall. 

We are planning a festive program for our on-line meeting. I 
remain optimistic for next summer, and we will be holding 
an online “planning” meeting on Sunday, December 6, to 
discuss ideas for next summer. Look for the exact time in the 
DR and your invitation to attend in an email to the general 
membership.  
 Continuing with my reading suggestions, as we settle in 
for our long winter “hibernation,” I would like to suggest an-
other good book written by Mary South, the former Editor-in
-Chief of Soundings. The Cure for Anything Is Salt Water is 
the story of a voyage, both literally and symbolically, as 
Mary South navigates a life/career change and sets out on a 
new course for her life at the age of 40. She quit her job, sold 
her house, and found herself living on a forty-foot, thirty-ton 
steel trawler which she rechristened Bossanova. Mary talks 
about her search for the “perfect boat” and the preparations 
she went through to get ready for her 1,500-mile journey 
north, including a 9 week course in seamanship. Two weeks 
after she finished the course, she left the slip in Florida to 
begin her journey north. She also talks about various events 
in her life that led her to make this change. Having spent a 
career in journalism, Mary is a very talented writer and has a 
way of sharing her life experiences that makes the reader 
want to get to know her.  
 What I enjoyed most about the book is her down-to-
earth writing style; she makes you feel like she’s talking to a 
friend. Additionally, it’s a great story of her journey up the 
intercoastal waterway (ICW), along with her two dogs and 
one of her classmates from her Chapman’s Seamanship 
class. They faced a variety of challenges, but she also talks 
about the many rewards from their journey up the ICW. 
 The book is available through Amazon or Barnes & No-
ble in both hardback, paperback, and electronic format 
(Kindle and Nook).  

      Everyone, please 
stay safe and healthy, 
and have a wonderful 
Christmas holiday. 
  
 Greg 

 
 Now, let’s have a 

cookie! 
 

 
 

  

Assistant Administrative Officer 
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

 

ASPS Bridge Officers 

Commander  
Cdr Kevin W Miller, AP  

commander@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

‘Executive Officer  
Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP  

xo@akronpowersquadron.com  

 

Assistant Administrative Officer  
P/C Greg M Arnold, JN  

ao@akronpowersquadron.com  
 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN  

education@akronpowersquadron.com 
 

 Secretary  
Lt/C Thomas Vielhaber, AP  

secretary@akronpowersquadron.com  
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

 

Treasurer  
Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 

treasurer@akronpowersquadron.com 
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Squadron Education Officer 
Lt/C Chip Ingram, JN 

 
 
 

 
We have a couple of courses under-
way right now. Ken Leque and Kevin 
Miller are partway through Electron-
ic Navigation now, with about ten 
students. They are doing it com-
pletely online through Google Meet, 
and we are currently working out 
how to handle the testing. In addi-
tion, Richard McCandless and I are 
doing an online version of the ABC3 
course. We usually don’t have ABC in 
the fall, but we are trying to provide 

the course to some of those who signed up last winter but were 
unable to finish (or even start).  
  
With those courses up and running, I have turned my attention to 
the educational opportunities we might be able to offer starting in 
January and February. With COVID-19 cases on the rise, it is un-
likely that we will be able to offer in-person courses in our usual 
free venues such as schools and libraries. In addition, many are 
reluctant to commit to spending hours each week outside of our 
usual circles. Therefore, anything we do will be online again. I 
hope to gather some feedback from the instructors and students 
from this fall to pass along to the online classes that come next.  
  
I would like to offer Boat Handling 
(formerly Seamanship), Marine Navi-
gation (formerly Piloting), and Cruis-
ing and Cruise Planning. I am cur-
rently contacting potential instruc-
tors, and if you are willing to help 
out, please contact me. For example, 
Brian Logan is willing to take on Ma-
rine Navigation and would love to 
have a new instructor to work with 
on it with him.  
  
Also, it is important that you contact 
me if you are interested in taking one or more of these courses. If 
I don’t receive a sufficient interest, then neither I nor likely in-
structors are eager to put the work into preparing a course. But if 
several people let me know, then we will jump right in. I’ll be 
sending out reminders about this in coming weeks.  
  
Next, ABC is something of a special case, because we need to fol-
low guidelines from national in order to make sure that our stu-
dents’ certificates are valid. National has extended the special 
rules for ABC during the pandemic through the end of the year, 
but I believe that they will extend them again.    
                                                                         

 I would like to offertwo online sections of the course and contin-
ue the effective marketing that we did last year. It would be espe-
cially good if we could get some new instructors involved as well. 
Please contact me if you are interested, and I’ll try to pair experi-
enced instructors with some newbies. Remember that ABC is a 
major source of our new members, so this is a real contribution 
you can make to the squadron.  
  
Finally, last year as the pandemic began and we switched to online 
meetings, we held a number of online presentations and work-
shops that proved pretty successful. We should try to continue 
this after the holidays. One way to do this is through Cruising and 
Cruise Planning. Recent iterations of that course included squad-
ron members giving presentations on their cruising experiences. If 
we can get that going again, then we could open those specific 
class sessions to everyone, while those taking the course for 
“credit” can attend other sessions, read the book, and take the 
test. If you have other ideas for workshops, we would like to know 
about them. Commander Miller has been putting out similar calls, 
so you can contact either him or me with your ideas. These could 
be topics that you would be willing to present or ones that you 
would like to hear about.   
 So let’s make this off-season an educationally productive 
one, even in the midst of all the disruptions to our normal lives! 
  

 

 

Richard McCandless with “the boat” an ABC 
class, before the pandemic spoiled our 
fun. 
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At its last meeting, the executive committee accepted the pro-
posed slate of officers for 2021. The slate will be published 
monthly in Scuttlebutt until the election, which will take 
place at the general meeting on January 7.  
 
 
Commander … Lt/C Lisa M Thompson, AP 
Executive Officer … OPEN 
Squadron Education Officer … Lt/C Albert Ingram, JN, 
Administrative Officer … OPEN 
Secretary … P/C Lynne Allison Jones, SN 
Treasurer … Lt/C Linda M Foster, S 
 
Executive Committee … P/C Greg M Arnold, JN 
Executive Committee … P/D/C Robert A Ball, SN 
Executive Committee … V/C Craig D Fraser, SN 
Executive Committee … P/C Margo A Holmes, AP 
Executive Committee … Lt Richard L Kunig, P 
Executive Committee … P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 
Executive Committee … P/C Thomas E McFate, AP  
Executive Committee … Cdr Kevin W Miller, AP 
Executive Committee … P/C Steve Neumann, AP 
Executive Committee … P/Lt/C Susan Stebner, AP 
 
Assistant Education Officer … OPEN 
Assistant Administrative Officer … P/C Greg M Arnold, JN 
Assistant Secretary … OPEN 
Assistant Treasurer … 1st Lt Sidney C. Foster, P  
 
Auditing Committee … P/Lt/C Janice Vitucci-Ehrman, P 
(1yr) 
Auditing Committee … Lt Gene Foraker, AP (2yrs) 
Auditing Committee … P/C Margo  Holmes, AP (Chair, 3yrs)  
 

 
 

ASPS Slate of Officers for 2021 Save on ASPS Online Courses!
 
We are planning to offer several courses starting this 
winter. This year, with the disruptions caused by 
COVID-19 and the shutting down of our usual teaching 
locations, we are offering the courses online and dis-
counting them 25%. Here are the courses and their 
prices: 
 
    America’s Boating Course $  27 
    Boat Handling (formerly Seamanship) 
        Non-members   $135 
        Members    $  60 
        Non-members (e-book) $129 
        Members (e-book)  $  54 
    Marine Navigation (formerly Piloting) 
        Non-members (print or e-book) $138 
        Members (print or e-book)  $  63 
    Cruising and Cruise Planning 
        Non-members   $114 
        Members    $  39 
 
Note that you may be able to save some money off 
these prices if you already have specific items such as 
books or plotting tools.  
 
Look for the schedule of classes soon. And let us know 
if you are interested in one or more classes so that we 
can plan for them, order textbooks, and so on.  

AKRON RECOGNITION AT D7 CONFERENCE – SATURDAY, NOV 7, 2020 
 

Due to restrictions of the gatherings during the Coronavirus, the Fall District Conference was held online.  Akron’s Lynda 
Leque, SN, is District Commander and presided over the meeting. 
 
Akron received the following recognition at the conference: 
 
50 Year members:  S. David Garthoff, AP and Henry C. Young, SN, (see article in this Scuttlebutt) 
Dobler Membership Growth – 3rd place 
Robert E. Mosey, Vessel Examiner “Century” Award (More than 100 VSC’s – Bob did 106) 
2019 Distinctive Communicator Awards for ASPS Website (Lt Susan Henry) 
2019 Distinctive Communicator Awards for Newsletters – Scuttlebutt (Lt/C Tom Vielhaber, AP) 
District 7 Photo Award - Richard Kevern (Photo reprinted in Scuttlebutt) 
G Richard Dunbar Offshore Navigation (JN) Award – 2nd Place 
Rehberg Advanced Grades Trophy – 2nd Place 
Erickson Elective Courses Trophy – 2nd Place 
 

The D7 News, edited by Akron Member D/Lt/C Janice Ehrman, S,   also won 2019 Distinctive Communicator Awards for 
Newsletters  
 

Highlights of the Conference are on Facebook - https://bit.ly/3pehSYX. 
Detailed reports can be found on the D7 website, at https://d7usps.org/images/Conference/
Meetings/2020fallSeatPacket-Final.pd 

Now, let’s have a cookie! 

https://bit.ly/3pehSYX
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Skipper, 
 

 Last week my buddy George and I were heading down the 
Cuyahoga River towards Merwin’s Warf. The next thing I know we 
hear a loud prolonged horn blast. I panicked and asked George 
“what in the world was that?” George said I’m not sure, but I bet 
there is a large vessel coming up the river. I said, “I bet you’re 
right.” And sure enough after another minute or two we saw the 
Nautica Queen full of happy passengers heading our way. Shortly 
after that the Nautica Queen sounded two short blasts on her 
horn. We were on the west side of the river over toward the bank 
and they passed by without any problems. 

 So Skipper, did I do anything wrong? If I am heading up the 
river and meet a vessel do I have to do anything?  
 

Sincerely, 
Barnacle Bill 
 

Dear Bill, 
 
 What you and your buddy experienced are the standard 
signals that should be used for all vessels when navigating 
on inland waters. The first sound signal for a vessel ap-
proaching a bend in a river or an obstruction that blocks 
their view is one prolonged blast (4-6 seconds). The second 
signal of two short blasts means that she was intending to 
pass you on her starboard side. This is the rule for vessels 
meeting on inland waters. If you had been on the other side 
of the river and they intended to leave you on their port side, 
they would have sounded one short blast.   
 If you are navigating in a busy waterway like the Cuya-
hoga River you should be familiar with the various signals 
which vessels, especially commercial vessels with limited 
maneuverability, will be using to safely navigate the river 
and communicate with other vessels. In this instance you 
should have responded with two short blasts of your horn to 
tell the Nautica Queen you intended to leave her to your star-
board side. Remember the COLREGS apply to all vessels on 
the water including recreational vessels. 
 

Now, let’s have a cookie!  
 

 
Skipper 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Ask the 

Skipper  

Member Benefit – Discounts on Webinars 
 

What boater wouldn’t want to build their skills over the win-
ter?  Online webinars are a great way to do this in a “socially 
distant” way.  USPS, in partnership with the BoatUS Foun-
dation, offers 10 online seminars.   Members get a discount of 
25% off the $30 price tag.   
 
These include subjects like: 
 
Cruising Boats and Systems  
Weather for Boaters 
Planning for Your Cruise 
Propane Systems on Your Boat 
AIS Electronics for Boaters   
How to Use Your GPS 
All About Marine Radio   
Rivers, Locks and Lakes 
Crew at the Helm   
Hurricane Preparation 

 
A full list, and subject descriptions, can be found at https://
www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-
education  
 
 

Discounts on GLCC Webinars 
In addition, USPS Members get a $5 discount on Great 
Lakes Cruising Club (GLCC) webinars.   Most webinars are 
$15 for USPS members – same as for GLCC members.  You 
can see the GLCC Schedule at: https://www.glccschool.com/
open-classes.  Many GLCC webinars involve cruising desti-
nations on the Great Lakes. 
To obtain the discount code for USPS members, log on to the 
USPS website as member (you’ll need E# and pin), then go to 
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-
benefits-alphabetical/163-usps/administrative/member-
benefits/1266-great-lakes-cruising-club .  That will give you 
the discount code you need when you register with GLCC.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN  

USPS Seminar, “AIS  
Electronics For Boaters” 

https://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://www.glccschool.com/open-classes
https://www.glccschool.com/open-classes
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits-alphabetical/163-usps/administrative/member-benefits/1266-great-lakes-cruising-club
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits-alphabetical/163-usps/administrative/member-benefits/1266-great-lakes-cruising-club
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits-alphabetical/163-usps/administrative/member-benefits/1266-great-lakes-cruising-club
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From the Chaplain ... 
 
 Be silly for a minute. "The Red Green Show" was a Canadian TV comedy in the ‘90s. I 
loved it. Red was a shade tree mechanic with a bumbling nephew Harold and their friends 
in the town of Possum Lake. Red was sure that anything could be built or fixed with duct 
tape. 3M even thanked them for boosting duct tape sales. You may hear someone say “I’m 
gonna Red Green it” as they pull off a strip of duct tape. 
 Each show ended with a meeting of the Possum Lodge Men’s Club. Those meetings 
started with "The Man’s Prayer": 
 

I’m a man, 
But I can change, 
I guess, 
… If I have to.  

 
 The stereotype of men is that we never ask for directions because we don’t want to ad-
mit we need help. Maybe that’s why some men make a show of refusing to wear masks in the pandemic. We have an attitude of 
“nobody tells me what to do.”  
 Steve Smith, the actor who played Red Green, says the folks who liked the show most had a Red Green in their family — and it 
was somebody they liked! They got it. 
 He also says the point of the show was "the waste of intelligence, not the lack of it." Red and his friends aren't dumb. They 
don't need someone to tell them what to think. But they want to make do with what they’ve got. “When something breaks,” Steve 
Smith says, “the first tool they reach for is not their phone.” 
 Americans have a deep sense of “Let me do it myself.” What makes us laugh at The Man’s Prayer, though, is this: we all know 
how silly it can be. It’s a waste of intelligence not to follow good directions and listen to people who know things.  
 I volunteer at a hospital where I hear employee briefings. They’re remote, of course. Covid-19 is showing up in the employees 
(who reflect the community) at a scary rate. Tuscarawas County is at “purple.” Summit County, where I live, was finding around 30 
new cases a day ... then 70 ... then 100 ... and for the last 3 days more than 300 daily. It’s no laughing matter. “We need 200% ac-
countability to deal with this,” says one of the doctors.  
 Wear a mask around people. Keep your distance. Make gatherings small. Stay home all you can. Wash your hands a lot. Don't 
go inside stores (use their curbside pickup). We’re tired of these things, but they’re the only tools we have to stop the virus now. 
Duct tape won’t fix this.  
 
-Richard McCandless, Chaplain 

A maskless Richard, greets ABC stu-
dents, pre-pandemic. 

BUMKIN 
 

No, a bumkin isn’t your good-for-nothing uncle. It’s a con-
traction of “boomkin,” a short spar on a sailboat. The 
boomkin may hold tackle (for example, a block for the aft 
sail on a yawl or ketch) or even a stay (like a forestay). In 
the film “Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World,” Capt. Jack Aubrey’s HMS Surprise is an actual repli-
ca of the 18th century HMS Rose, and has twin boomkins 
at the bow. The Surprise is afloat at the San Diego Mari-
time Museum. Russell Crowe definitely belongs on the rail 
with his spyglass, shouting orders. 
 
You won’t be surprised or shouting when you order from 
our online Ship’s Store. Everything offered there is guaran-
teed — fit, colors, and “likability.” If it doesn’t meet your 

expectations, it will be replaced quickly and properly. No 
questions asked. (It works — we’ve checked.) In my experi-
ence Queensboro sets the bar for customer service.  
Take a look at https://
akronpowersquadron.qbstores.com/. 
 
-Richard at the Ship’s Store: 
shipsstore@akronpowersquadron.com 

 
 

 

Now, let’s 
have a 
cookie! 

https://akronpowersquadron.qbstores.com/
https://akronpowersquadron.qbstores.com/
mailto:shipsstore@akronpowersquadron.com
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ASPS Cookie Exchange, 2020 Style 

Virtually Delicious! 
 

Join us on Thursday, December 3 for our general meeting. 
We welcome you to bring your favorite holiday treat to en-
joy as we meet online to say “Merry Christmas” to our 
squadron members. Catch up with friends and listen as we 
share a special reading of “The Gift of the Magi.”  
 
How the Christmas Cookie Exchange meeting works: 
 
Bring 3 dozen of your favorite Christmas cookies, one doz-
en to eat and two to share, to the meeti … Oh, no, that was 
the 2019 version! 
 
Please bring a cookie (or several) and a holiday beverage 
to the meeting (at your computer, of course). There will be 

an opportunity to share show your treats. You will be able to consume your treats, 
but you’ll definitely need to mute your microphone while you crunch and sip. 
 
To further enhance your enjoyment, wear a festive garment to remind us all of your 
holiday spirit! There won’t be a contest, so your holiday garb does NOT need to be 
an ugly Christmas sweater. A hat, sweater, jewelry, your choice! 

 
We’re all distressed that we can’t meet in person, but there are some silver linings to this 
covid cloud. For example:  
 

 Friends who live too far away to be here in person can attend. 
 If you don’t want to bake cookies, you can substitute just about anything!  
 You won’t have to worry about who drives home after that spiked eggnog you enjoy. 
 Wear your Christmas sweater, stay in your seat … pants optional!   We hope to see you! 
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      At the District 7 Conference, District Commander Lynda 
Leque, SN, announced that two Akron Members have reached 
the 50 year membership status:  Dave Garthoff, SN, and Henry 
Young, SN. 
 Dave Garthoff joined Akron Power Squadron in May, 1972.  
He earned 32 merit marks, and is a “Life Member.”  Most of his 
service was in the Education Department.  He was also our En-
sign correspondent, and did many book Reviews for that publica-
tion.  He donat-
ed his books to 
the squadron 
when he moved 
to a newer 
home. 
      Dave taught 
 The Squadron 
Boating Course, 
our introductory 
“safe boating” 
course in the 
‘80’s and 90’s.  In those days, the course was longer and had as 
many as 30 students.  Dave organized the instruction, with ap-
propriate lectures by members on topics such as rules of the 
road, marine radio, trailering, and so on.  Dave’s class always 
had several proctors, who would collect the weekly homework at 
the beginning of class, and grade it.  Dave kept records of which 
questions were missed, and used that to prepare students for the 
exam, as well as to emphasize those points in future classes. 
Dave won Akron’s “Educational Service Award” in 1984. 
 Dave was an active sailor.  He was a member of South 
Shore Yacht Club, on Turkeyfoot Lake, where he raced Thistles 
and National One Designs.  He named his boats “Doxy,” which he 
claims was a British term for “mistress.”  
 Upon retiring from Goodyear, where he worked in Infor-
mation Technology, Dave went on to teach Economics at Akron 
U for 14 years. 
 Dave’s wife Dot died in 2007, and he met his current wife 
Donna in a bereavement group.  That led to naming their deck 
boat (which was featured in the Winter Issue of the USPS maga-
zine, The Ensign) “The Second Time Around.”  
 I asked Dave if he had any comments for Akron members, 
and he said, “Never stop learning.” 
 Henry Young joined Akron Nov 1, 1972.  He has earned 15 
Merit Marks.  He was a Patent Lawyer for Goodyear, specializing 
in chemical patents.   
 Like Dave, Henry was an active instructor.  He taught Pi-
loting, Advanced Piloting, Celestial Navigation, and Cruise Plan-
ning, and won Akron’s “Educational Service Award” in 1991. 

 Henry was a member 
of Portage Lakes Yacht 
Club, where he raced a 
Snipe.  He occasionally took 
it to Lake Erie, and recalls 
winning one Interlake 
Yachting Association 
“Steeplechase Race,” from 
Sandusky to Put in Bay.  
This took about 12 hours in 
his Snipe.  Somewhere, there is a trophy with his name among 
the winners (it used to be in the basement of the Great Lakes 
museum in Vermilion). 
 Henry chartered many sailboats along the east coast, in 
areas like Cape Cod and the Chesapeake Bay.  In so doing, he  
amassed a great deal of “local knowledge,” and many stories, 
which made his charters seem like a guided tour.  His ability to 
predict currents, gained from teaching AP, allowed him to navi-
gate treacherous passages like “The Race” and “Woods Hole” at 
slack current.  
 Henry and I sailed together many times.  In the late ‘80’s, 
he and I attended several rendezvous on board my Columbia sail 

boat, “Bat’s Toe.”  He also 
crewed for me when we 
raced my trimaran, “Bat’s 
Wings,” on Lake Erie. 
 I could tell many sto-
ries about Henry, from the 
Voodoo Shrine on Chap-
paquiddick, to the lost win-
ery ruins on Kelley’s Island, 
but those will have to wait 
‘til we start meeting in per-
son.  

Respectfully submitted, 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to 50-Year Members! 

Dave Garthoff and P/D/C Marion Sewell, SN (deceased) at 

Akron’s Change of Watch, Feb, 1998. 

Nautical Bookshelf at April 2015 Meeting - donated by Dave Garthoff 

Henry Young sailing to a rendezvous on Brian 

Logan’s “Bat’s Toe,” 1990 

Now, let’s have a cookie! 
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 Our Marine Navigation (Piloting) course will be offered 
online this spring. 
 Learn the essentials of safe coastal and inland navigation 
using basic GPS, in conjunction with charts and other marine 
data. The Marine Navigation course teaches you how to use the 
GPS along with traditional dead reckoning techniques for plan-
ning and laying out safe routes, as well as ensuring that you are 
on-course while underway. 
 This class will be taught in ten, two-hour sessions, starting 
in late Jan or Feb.  The night will depend on the preference of a 
majority of the students.   
  
What's included? 

Charts and their interpretation 
Landmarks and navigation aids (buoys, daymarks, lights, etc) 
Plotting courses and determining direction and distance 
The mariner's compass and converting between True and 

Magnetic 
Use of GPS - basic GPS displays and information they pro-

vide, setting up waypoints and routes, staying on a GPS 
course 

Pre-planning courses and entering them into the GPS 
Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS 

and traditional techniques such as bearings and dead 
reckoning. 

 
      
 
 
 
Marine Navigation uses the 
116 page Piloting manual, 
in addition to the 275 page 
Weekend Navigator for 
reference. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested, please contact Educational Officer Lt/C Chip 
Ingram, JN, to register, at 
chip.ingram@akronpowersquadron.com. 
 This class will be offered live, online.  Students will be able 
to interact and ask questions of the instructor, P/D/C Brian Lo-

gan, SN. 
 The cost for all the materials 

is $138.  Members get a $75 dis-

count, making it $63.   The materi-

als include a 116 page United 

States Power Squadron (USPS) 

Piloting student manual, the 275 

page book, The Weekend Naviga-
tor and the USPS University 

Guide, Plotting & Labeling Stand-
ards (20 pages).  Also included is a 

4” x 15” course plotter, and a set 

of basic dividers. 
P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

IMPROVE YOUR NAVIGATIONAL SKILLS!   

This summer, the National Park Services for the US 
and Canada recorded a Historic Video Series On 
War of 1812, and the battle along the Great Lakes.  
At a time when Covid restricted travel – in fact, 
there was no recreational travel between the US 
and Canada – this was a great way to “visit” his-
toric sites.  The series of 12 videos starts with the 
British attack on Fort Mackinac and concludes cele-
brating the 200 years of peace between the US and 
Canada. 

Each video is less than ten minutes and can be ac-
cessed at  https://www.nps.gov/pevi/learn/

photosmultimedia/guns-across-the-lakes.htm  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

P/D/C Brian Logan, SN 

Now, let’s have 
a cookie! 

mailto:chip.ingram@akronpowersquadron.com.
https://www.nps.gov/pevi/learn/photosmultimedia/guns-across-the-lakes.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pevi/learn/photosmultimedia/guns-across-the-lakes.htm
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W 
e’ve 
learned a 
lot about 
publishing 

the Scuttlebutt in 2020. The 
truth is, we couldn’t have 
done it without the volun-
teers who came before us. 
We are grateful for those of 

you who’ve shared your experience and expertise with 
us. Thanks to all our readers who ignore mistakes and 
typos. Actually, I think all  mistakes are typos. Remem-
ber, you can always copy and paste a link, if a nonwork-
ing one slips in. I wish you a very Merry Christmas, from a 
very safe distance. Virtual hugs to all! 

Tom  

 
scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com 

Secretary 
Lt/C  Thomas Vielhaber, AP A Message from the Chief Commander, 

Mary Paige Abbott 
 
Please follow the link below to view a message for all 
members from CC Mary Paige Abbott, SN 
 
https://mailchi.mp/hq/make-boating-better?e=d60e73da34 

 

  Donations are still welcome for  
Children’s Services 

Copy And Paste The Following Link to Your Browser 
Or right click Open Hyperlink 

 
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/blog/summit-

county-children-services-holiday-gift-cards/  

 

Or send your donation directly to: 
 

Summit County Children’s Services 
264 South Arlington Street 
Akron, 44306  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now, let’s have another cookie! 

mailto:scuttlebutt@akronpowersquadron.com
https://mailchi.mp/hq/make-boating-better?e=d60e73da34
file:///C:/Users/Tom/Documents/december scuttlebutt working2.pub
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/blog/summit-county-children-services-holiday-gift-cards/
http://akronpowersquadron.com/wp/blog/summit-county-children-services-holiday-gift-cards/
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